
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



► 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



2 2^0^^t 



<■ 



/ 



'^y/ i^ -^'iiV 't'f'h *^/:. ^• '' --^'^fy^ / f «<^^^^ 



'-:■.. 



VISIT TO BA&JS^ 

IN 1814 }"•■••':■. 



"'■>• 

-.c- 



i!-rti.,Jf« 



BEINO A REVIEW OF THE 

MORAL, POUTICAL, INTELLEC 



SOCIAL CONDITION \>y\ 

OF ^ 

THE FRENCH CAPITAL, 




By JOHN SCOTT, 

EDITOR OF THE CHAMPION, A WEEKLY POLITICAt 

AND LITERARY JOURNAL. '*^ 



• <* now I would pray our Monsieuny 




To think tn English Courtier may be wi^e^ 
And never see the Louv re/' 

Kino Hknrt VIU. 



ION, 



CORRlCTEDy AND WITH A NEW PREFACE 
REFERRING TO LATE EVENTS. 



LONDON: 

PBINTBD FOR LONOMAKy HURST, REES, ORMC» AND BROWKf 

PATERNOSTER- ROW. 

1815. 



Digitized by 



Google 



• •••••• # 



Printed by A. StnhcB^ 
PriBtan-otnety Ijondflii* 



Digitized by 



Google 



•• • •• . • 



PREFACE. 



TT was observed in the Preface to the First 
•^ Edition^ that just as the following work 
was^ originally completed for publication, a 
change of the political situation of France 
occurred, which bore a strong testimony to 
the truth of many of the views taken of the 
French character and condition in the course 
of its pages. The change alluded to waa 
that caused by the return of Buonaparte 
from Elba, and the expulsion of the Bour- 
bons from the nation, to the sovereignty over 
which they had been so recently called. The 
three months that have carried off the First 
Edition, of the ** Visit," have both com- 
menced and concluded the second reign of 
" the Emperor.'* — and the second restora- 
tion of the Bourbons, and the various circum- 
stanced by which that event has been ac- 
companied, give superadded confirmation 
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. .; to ttiTfe Ai^tliflf's general estimate, and autiio- 
:'*-Tity,tp*6i8i*P^ relating to 

the;*]Fr8pcKC/^^ The burning, but 

selfeH'Imtation of the French soldiery, ap- 
peared to him, in October 1814, to threaten 
future disturbance; and, in March 1815, 
the fermenting mischief burst forth, and 
took a fiery course. The almost utter want 
of public principle and private honor in 
France, struck him as a hideous apparent 
symptom of her morbid state, — and the 
perfidy, profligacy, and inconsistency of her 
notorious individuals, and the regardless- 
ness, vanity^ and inconstancy of her multi- 
tudes, have been since disgustingly dis- 
played in the face of Europe. But the Au- 
thor ventured to say, that the French car- 
ried their boasting far beyond their merits, 
and that their vauntings before the day of 
trial would not always be found sustained 
by their fortitude and ability when it ar- 
rived: — this opinion also, though severe, 
has been amply vindicated by the second 
subjugation of this misguided and misbe- 
having people, — by the severe chastise- 
ment which they have received, chiefly fi'om 
the bands of England, — and by their un- 
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•Btampled disgrace in the fact of theilc 
Capital being twice in the possession of 
foreign armies in the space of twelvemonths ! 
That army, which had the character and 
influence of a firebrand, is now almost ex- 
tinguished, — that cry of ferocious exulta- 
tion which rung in our startled ears is sub- 
dued into the tone of plaintive appeal, — 
our fine Country'^ has become ^^ our unhappy 
Country r — ^ and the philanthropist has, for 
once, a satis&ction in the contemplation of 
suffering, because it involves the downfall 
of a pernicious system of society and govern- 
ment. 

Tljye probability of the establishment of 
Buonaparte in France, offered the prospect 
pf no slight calamity to those who looked 
rather to facts than to fancies, and cour 
9idered that the character of a man is es- 
sential in itself, and not to be varied with 
the words that flow from the mouth. This 
is a subject to which one or two introduc- 
tory pag^s piay be with propriety devoted^ 
and, a9 I have already been led to express 
my sentiments upon it, in a work which 
may not go into the hands of the majority 
of the readers of thiff, I am tempted to make 
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ihe following extracts serve die purpos^ 
And save the trouble (Afresh writing. 

^< Little as we are inclined to praise what 
Inay be termed the system of the Allied 
Princes, M^e must retain, in all its original 
£brce, our conviction that the prospects of 
the world have been injured by the restor- 
ation of the power of Buonaparte* The 
Ibrmer withholds what is desirable, — The 
latter disgraces its reputation, and poisons 
its essence. The former then stimulates to 
exertion, while the latter weakens the prin- 
ciple of action, and corrupts the source of 
virtue. The old governments display the 
connection between profligacy of conduct 
and imbecility of mind, — which is one of 
the most salutary exposures that can be 
made ; but Buonaparte has all along opposed 
intelleot to principle, which is the most 
horrible disunion that society can possibly 
witness. His system, in a greater degree 
than any other, leads to a disregard of per- 
sonal honor, by making it an avowed rule 
to reward accomplishment, independently 
of any reference to the means employed. 
It substitutes destructive errors, whidi are 
adiapfeed to the eomplexion of the times, foi" 



Digitized by 



Google 



FUFACB. mi 

those wUeh were decaying of diemtielveSf' 
or whidi the advancing tide of public 
opinion was about to wash away for ever. 
Tlie whole coiurse of Buonaparte^s history, 
should surely be sufficient to convince, that 
people might as wisely expect iron to sparkle 
like a ^amond, or emit odour like a flower, 
as that he should take a generous view of 
the interests of mankind, or be touched with 
kindness towards them as individuals. His 
ends are essentially inconsistent with human 
happiness and the dignity of the human 
character ; and the best proof of this is, 
that his invariable instruments are false- 
hood and cozenage. Under his influence 
a language of afiectation, bombast, and 
duplicity, was introduced into addresses 
from public bodies, more sycophantic and 
tawdry than had been offered to the oldest 
despotisms. Under his influence books 
were sifted, not to detect passages hostile to 
his government, or censuring his conduct, 
but Ihat no generous sentiments or vigor- 
ous principles might find their way to his 
people, to render their hearts too good or 
too disdainfld for his purposes. In the 
coldness of his craft he set about a design 
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the most nefarious which human villainy 
ever attempted ; it was by a regular system 
of training, to depreciate the character of a 
whole people, forming a very considerable 
proportion of the present generation of man- 
kind, to the fittest level for the designs of 
tyranny and lawless ambition. For this 
purpose talent was disciplined so as to leave 
it but its sagacity and dexterity, which 
might be employed in his service, while its 
fine sensibilities, and nice taste for simpli- 
city and truth, were destroyed as worse 
than inconvenient. A most extraordinary 
and deplorable process has been proceeding 
under him, with reference to what have 
hitherto presented legitimate objects for 
admiration. Angels have been by him 
converted into devils, — that is to say, he 
has extracted all their excellence and beauty 
from high pursuits and great achievements, 
and while he has seemed to promote and 
encourage them, has been perverting their 
very natures, converting their balm into 
poison, their fragrance into offensiveness. 
For example, he has fostered a military 
spirit, but he has robbed the military cha- 
racter of all its virtues, -— his soldiers break 



Digitized by 



Google 



their parole of hoiior^ his Generals perjure 
themselves as a clever manoeuvre, and to 
steal a King in this school of new nobility 
is thought as honourable as to vanquish one. 
He has patronised the arts, — which being 
interpreted, means he has plundered their 
seats. Which of his artists, or sgavans^ join$ 
sensibility with skill ? They are all canti 
and cold vanity, .and mere mechanical dex- 
terity. They will talk in raptures of an an- 
tient statue of Brutus, and then remove it 
from its ordained place, where it has rested 
for ages, to grace a trumpery theatre for a 
night, where a Roman story is performed 
by bad actors to their savage soldiery. The 
first thing they do with one of Raphael's 
pictures is to repaint it, — the first sensation 
they have when they come upon a time hal- 
lowed relic of departed excellence, is to 
remove it within a short walk of the gam- 
bling-houses and toy-shops of the Palais- 
Royal. All this is according to the system 
of Buonaparte, who feels nothing, and uses 
every thing. The world is positively thrown 
back further than a state of ignorance by 
this system, for it is one by which know- 
ledge loses all its beneficial tendencies, -^ 
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and ^eat powers which dazzlq the ob- 
fiiervation, are stripped of all their recom- 
mendati(His to the heart. Yet some hav!e, m 
our hearing, called this the triumph of in- 
tellect : if it be so, it is like Agameninon*s 
triumph on his way to Troy, when he of. 
fered up the fruit of his loins to ensure the 
success of his arms, — it is gained to the 
disgrace and detriment of human nature, 
by trampling on virtues and affections that 
are far more vailuable and honourable with- 
out talent, than talent is without them. We 
had better be contented with the natural 
though scanty growth of our time, and 
to labour hard for an increase hereafter, 
than thus receive all the finest fruits of the 
earth, with their flavours destroyed and their 
richness drained by mi unnatural forcing. 
* * * « *- * * * 
•* Unbounded concession is most cheap 
to this Emperor, for in the first place, he 
never feels a promise to be binding, and in 
the second, the terror he inspires by his 
known dispositions, will effectually coun- 
teract the lenity of his laws. In this lies 
the difference between him as a ruler, and 
otherSjL — that whereas they limit themselves 
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in ;»ome measure by their engagements, his 
engagementsare neither lirnitations nor inti^ 
mations: — what his Givil courts cannot d^ 
his military commissions can^'~>and what 
these dare not perj^rate by day, they can 
perform in the darkness of the night He 
will readily swear to respect any thing you 
point out to him^ and after thiis there 
is nothing that he will not violate, if it 
stands in his way. This being pro^red by 
his whole history, is it not idle now to in« 
dulge credulous anticipations of his good 
intentions, because he heads his proclama* 
tiohs to his soldiery with a declaration of 
the inviolability of civil rights, and because 
such men as Davoust and Fouche, called 
to his ministry, speak of the paternal and ^ 
moderate intentions of the Emperor? Are 
there persons yet to learn, that Buonaparte 
always speaks to his hearer, according to 
what he wishes to make of him, — never 
from himself according to what he thinks 
and feels ? He now praises Liberty and 
Peace, as he praised Jacobinism to the 
Eevolutionists, Mahomet to the Turks, and 
the English nation to our countrymen, 
that visited him in Elba. Is it worthy of 
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philosophical patriotism^ in its anxiety to see 
the condition of society improved, to turn 
with hope towards the liberality and integrity 
of a man, who, when he kidnapped Ferdi^ 
nand,told him thd.t the feelings and interests 
of the people and their rulers must always 
be at variance; — who has broken every 
pledgehe has made, not excepting his abdica- 
tion for himself and his heirs, — who comes 
back through a purely military movement, 
and aided not merely by broken oaths, but 
by the meanest personal duplicity, — who 
is still keeping up the farce in our faces, 
by returning to the old false jargon, about 
his " torn hearty'' and *' his truly great pea* 
jp/e.'*-^and who is now surrounded by 
persons, all, like himself at this moment, 
full of zeal for the rights of man, who have 
been the most cruel instruments, alternately 
of Jacobinism and of military despotism. 
The most hideous feature of France, which 
she has acquired under the influence of this 
regenerator, is the utter looseness of her 
principles, evinced in. the conduct of her 
conspicuous characters. Thus Ney kissed 
the king's hand, swore fidelity to the Royal 
cause, and then went and joined the Emperor } 
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— Soult accepted the office of Minister of 
War under Louis, took oaths of fidelity, is* 
sued a proclamation against Buonaparte, and^ 
as it is now strongly suspected, had been 
preparing every thing for his return whea 
acting as the sworn servant of the Bour- 
bons; — several of the other Marshals, ap- 
parently penetrated with devotion to their 
unfortunate, infirm, and well-intentioned 
Monarch, attended him on his retirement 
fi'om Paris, merely, it seems, to cajole him 
out of the French territory, and to take 
care that his cause should not be supported! 
These men now return laughing to the 
Tuileries, to sport the decoration of the 
Legion of Honor, to join their Chief in 
, some new piece of baseness, and look in 
his face to receive his smiles, in the.con-* 
scipusness of reciprocal villainy. This is 
the New School of Nobility of which Buo- 
naparte is the Parent, and from which is 
to proceed the regeneration of the world ! 
We are called upon to rejoice in the pre- 
dominance of this, because it will put down 
Feudal bondage and superstition: — we 
can only reply, that we see no cause for 
congratulation in the substitution of a 
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youngf sturdy, and desperate cut-throat, for 

a hoary-beaded knave, fast dropping to His 

dissolution, and able to commit only petty 

depredations. But we shal] take our stand 

on another ground, and affirm, that the 

system of the Old Rulers, with all its faults, 

will admit of more favourable views to be 

taken of it, than this which the Regenerator 

has introduced. It gives more room and 

encouragement for personal honor amidst 

political profligacy; its offences partake 

more of the nature of habits, and less of 

dispositions ; — it has grown up with us, it 

has not been forced upon us ; — it is not so 

directly aimed at all that gives confidence 

to our firesides, peace to our hearts, security 

to society." Champion^ No. 117, April 2d^ 

1815. 
A new, and a great change has taken 

place since these reflections were written. 
The Bourbons are again the nominal 
sovereigns of France, and Buonaparte after 
a reign of three months, has been hurled 
fifom his throne, and plimged into capti- 
vity, chiefly by his *• oldest and most con- 
stant '* enemy England, into whose cus- 
tody he preferred to commit himself. Yet^ 
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«l(^oi<gh this tviumph seems, en the wholes 
to be favourable to the interests df iitaii* 
kincU the state of affairs in France at pre^ 
sent is equally appalling to the friend of 
order^ the frigid of liberty, and the friend 
of peace. It seems to be precisely in that 
condition oi distraction and violence, which 
leaves to just principles no refuge, which 
exposes them to. destruction frcxn the most 
opposite quarters of danger, when nothing 
has so bad a chance of thriving as honesty, 
when no line of conduct is so unsafe as 
moderation, when ev^a the well-intenticmed 
•re constrained to act suspiciously, and 
when the faction that is justly detested is 
opposed by a party that cannot be safely en« 
couraged. It is true that from the gratifi^ 
Ctttion of party spirit, a miserable consola^ 
tion may be derived. The weakness of 
the king'is govranment is a source of glad« 
Hess to thoseiUuminated admirers of liber^ 
priiiciples and practice^ who were in love 
vritib Buonaparte as a R^)rmer:~*and 
ike outrageous enemies of the detfpOt 
Napoletm^ oosbfort their minds, enamoured 
cxf national aadipiditicalindependeneef with 
^6 idea^that the i^ofroniment of France is 
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upheld by a foreign force, and that the ex^ 
pression of her opinions is regulated by the 
general orders of Prussian commanders ! 

But the thinking and cool observer can- 
not sympathise with either of these zealo- 
tries. In his view, the aspect of things is 
disheartening : — whatever satisfaction he 
may feel at the overthrow of the chief dan- 
ger by which Europe was threatened, is 
sadly dashed with fear for the mischievous 
consequences of the terrible remedy which . 
has been applied to the disorder. — It is 
true, the predominance of Buonapartet 
wicked, base, and cruel as his nature has 
been proved to be, over a nation so vain- 
glorious, so volatile, and so unsound as th^ 
s French, could not only offer no ground of 
confidence, but would have destroyed every 
principle of rational hope, since flattering 
appeatances and generous professions were 
with him the^ usual harbingers of ruin and 
oppression. His destruction as a ruler, 
therefore, seems absolutely. necessary, both 
as an expiation and a secm^ity, and his 
aggressions on foreigners by means of 
France, gave foreigners, a title to interfere 
with France, and prohibit her &om again 
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placing herself at the disposal of one, in 
whose hands she could only inspire hatred 
and alarm* 

Nevertheless, as I am not prepared, with 
a writer in the Journal des Debats^ to con- 
gratulate mankind on the resolution of a 
combination of Sovereigns to support what 
is called legitimcLcyj as the only principle of 
peace and order, and to assemble in behalf 
of any one of their number, who may be 
called to account by his subjects, — I have 
my anxieties and discontents. By making 
this confession I shall incur the sneers of 
those who have more prepossessions than 
scruples ; and the consolation under them 
must be, that the wisest and best of men 
hitherto, have felt even their wishes para- 
lyzed, by discerning how much of the eler 
ments of evil are mingled up with every 
thing here that offers itself as a choice. 
. The measure of forcing a King on the 
French nation would be an abominable one, 
and it does seem that without the help of 
foreigners he could now scarcely keep his 
throne ; but it is not to be denied that 
France has herself imposed it on Europe as 
a duty to take mea3ui:^s for preserving her 
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peace and possessions, and if there siiall be 

something of rough interference in these, 

who is to blame ? Yet it is by no means 

clear tJhat France disowns the Bourbons: 

this time of burning resentment and wounded 

pride, is not one for the display of what 

can fairly foe called t^ national sentiment* 

All, therefore, that can be done, rationally, 

at present, is to shew ourselves ready to 

make a stand against abuse and mischief 

from whatever quarter they may diiefly 

threaten, — and to hope that a period will 

soon arrive, when the French King shall 

havri an opportunity of rendering himself 

secure by what will be more pleasant to his 

feelings and honorable to his character, than 

the bayonets of the powers that have 

espoused his cause. 

The fact of Buonaparte's being fairly out 
of the way may help to extricate the King 
from the very embarrassingsituationin which 
he has been hitherto placed. Owing his 
return to the Allies, he has been fixed be- 
twixt ingratitude to his friends and a sub- 
mission to th6 degradation of his kingdom 
which would for ever render him unpopular 
with his subjects. TThe earnest desire of 
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e'rery honorable mind mui^ be to see liberty 
and integrity joining hand in hand, and lay- 
ing in France the order of a new and better 
system. — That this might take place, it 
was necessary perhaps that all parties should 
be chastized ; but chiefly that the wild bri- 
gand spirit, which was so insolent in its 
ebullitions, should be severely humbled, 
l^his has certainly been done : — the army, 
to be sure, has kept up a haughty and angry 
tone, and at first it seemed that they rather 
held out conditions to the King, than beg- 
ged his forgiveness. But, regarding the 
military strength of France as now broken, 
and not to be built up again for years, it is 
not to be regretted, perhaps, that something 
of intractability should manifest itself, which 
may keep the royal party from driving the 
court into pernicious recurrences to ex- 
ploded practices. There is but one good 
reason for preferring Louis to Buonaparte ; 
namely, a conviction that under the former, 
more certainly than under the latter^ con- y 
cessions in favor of liberty will be wrested 
from the government, and remain to the 
people. The event has turned out precisely 
as was to be wished : Louis thfe 18th sees 
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that he must lean still more decidedly to- 
wards the party for freedom. The pro- 
clamation dissolving the Chamber of Depu- 
ties is a proof of this : it is an important 
acknowledgment in favor of popular rights. 
With regard to his Ministers, some of them 
certainly are men for whom no one can en- 
tertain respect ; — but I hesitate not to de- 
clare that I would rather see Fouche in the 
Cabinetthan Blacas,and wouldsooner hear of 
riots on the Boulevards, than of Priests' pro- 
cessions from the Tuileries to Notre-Dame. 
But, I repeat, there can be no reasonable 
doubt, that the cause of political freedom 
in France, will be benefited by what has 
happened. Buonaparte's fall has proved that 
he was not supported by the opinion of the 
French, and, if not so supported, his return 
was a piece of ruffian-violence, and his pre- 
tensions since his return sheer knavish impo- 
sition. La Fayette, who is the representative 
of the only truly respectable party in France^ 
took no part in the proceedings of the Cham- 
bers which had for their object to secure the 
government in a Buonaparte Branch ; al- 
though he was very zealous that improve- 
ment should be made of the crisis, to give 
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to France a Constitution which should se- 
cure to her freedom under any Sovereign. 
If this shall be done, as let us hope it will, 
the return of Buonaparte, terminating as it 
has done in an encrease of his disgrace, will 
have been a most fortunate occurrence, — 
for the Bourbons certainly needed a fresh 
lesson. The Allies had no business to insist 
on their restoration, but the Allies have 
business to demand from long troublesome, 
and now beaten France, ^^ indemnity for the 
pasty and security for thefidwre^ 

The following observations on Buona^ 
parte's surrender to a British Fri^tp, were 
written by the Author of this work for the 
publication already quoted from in the 
course of the present Introduction, — and 
he confesses that he is anxious they should 
appear incorporated withthe present volume, 
thinking that they belong to the class of 
its subjects : — 

" Buonaparte's surrender of his person 
into the hands of Great Britain, in prefer- 
ence to trusting any of her Allies, or mak- 
ing a bargain, which we have no doubt he 
might, with the government of France, 
gives a romantic finish, an unexceptionable 
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completeness to the crown of glory which 
our nation has acquired in the struggle. 
This, then, is the issue for our country of 
the wonderful events of the last twenty 
years ! Throwing one's eyes back on the 
prodigious past ; looking from this tower- 
ing eminence on all the fearful vicissitudes 
and besetting dangers through which she 
has travelled ; recalling the many and se^ 
vere trials of her heart and patience to which 
9be has be^t exposed, — the seemingly 
hopeless blackness of the wintry day through 
which she has toiled, the gloomy loneliness 
in which she has been left, the distance from 
all her objects to which she has been thrown, 
— the present consummation, going, as it 
does, to the full extent of the dreams of the 
most sanguine fancy, nay, beyond what the 
most sanguine fancy could at one time have 
figured to itself as possible,-— strikes with a 
force, that almost drives one into a languid 
frame of mind as a refuge from the intensity 
of feeling. — People have exclaimed their 
joy and astoiiis^bmeiit so oft^, that, being 
no longer able to keep up the prc^ev cli- 
max of interjection, they now receive eaeb 

new fact, which tops its predecessor, with « 
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sort of remonstrating silence) and a meek 
look confessing that their faculties are quite 
overpowered, and, that, instead of continu- 
ing to take a spirited advantage of the gale, 
they must resign themselves in calmness and 
iBjaction to be, carried along with the whirl- 
wind. — Decline now wh^i Britain may, — 
as probably decline she must, — she need 
not be ashamed to be the victim of a law 
which as yet seems to have had an unspar- 
ing application. Fine as are the memorials, 
of airiique ^^oiry, and fuUy as they redeem 
in the estimation of mankind the weakness 
and poverty by which they have been suc- 
ceeded, the fame of all the past will for the 
future be overshadowed by the lofty imagQ 
of England as she now exists, — predomi- 
nating in the eyes of posterity inasmuch as 
dbe will appear seated on the summit of an 
asm destined to be supreme over all others 
in the world's annals. The ages and revo- 
lutions that encrease her distance, without 
obscuringherportor dimming her splen- 
dcHT, win but render her more venerable, 
and consequently more magnificent. Fairly 
coDsidaed, it does not seem that theachieve- 
nents of any former people have been per- 
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formed on a greater scale than those of 
Britain', or that fortune ever gave a more 
poetical conclusion to heroic adventure than 
that which, at the present time, she has 
awarded to the struggle in which this na- 
tion has been successful. When the events 
of this day are removed from the columns 
of Newspapers, and are no longer sounded 
as the catch-pennies of horn-blowers, — 
when they are arrayed in the dignified garb 
of history, and are invested with the solemn 
pomp which living imagination awards as a 
tribute to what it recalls, — they will be 
classed amongst those magnificent examples 
of the higher qualities of public character, 
that form the common stock of human na- 
ture's valuable possessions, in which every 
one takes an interest and a pride, without 
regard to time or place. Nor is this the 
unmeaning vapouring of national prejudice : 
let those who would oppose it with a cold 
sneer look around them and come with us to 
a sober estimate. — Tob^in sufficiently low; 
— our streets are cleaner, our fendershrighter, 
our fire-sides more snug, our domestic eco- 
nomy neater and completer, at this hour 
than these things will be found to be else** 
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where*. To mount higher in the scale: 
the moralities and decencies of conduct are 
here held chiefly in estimation ; integrity 
and vigour of mind have been here for 
centuries exercising themselves in all the 
varieties of religious and political dissent^ 
unacompanied by the ferocity and extrava- 
gance that proscription and persecution 
occasion : — here we abolished the worst 
absurdities of superstition at a period long 
after which all our neighbours continued, 
as many of them do to this day, to wallow 
in their grossness > — here thrive beyond 
parallel, by means solely of the popular 
stamina, institutions for enlightening and 
improving the condition of mankind : here, 
and here only, ^oes a superb union of 
public spirit, opulence, and liberality, evince 
itself in voluntary .subscriptions, uninstiga- 
ted and unaided by power, in behalf of 
almost every desirable object of attainment, 
and needy object of compassion. What is 

* America shares with us most of our advantages, as in 
&ct she inherits them from us : but as a growing country, 
and without the European circle, she is not included in 
the comparison. As a scion from our stock the merit 
»he possesses cannot reflect disgrace on us. 
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the character of a philoeophj that hesi^ 
tates to acknowledge a national superkmt j 
so eon^stituted ? The ingenuities of specu- 
lation may nm a man in and out of his 
own nature, and the nature of the things 
about him, until he deraxiges duties and 
distorts realitiei^ so as to form for hims^ 
a labyrinth of toirmenting perplexity ,^ in 
which his spirit m^ likely to wander and 
perish, far from all cordial communications 
and substantial utilities* But common 
sense, and that general propriety of think- 
ing which is to the mind what health is to 
the body, enable one to see the practical, 
and therefore essential worth of what have 
been enumerated, and cause one to feel how 
deeply interested the world is that they 
should be found to constitute the superioritj 
dP political strength^ as well as the lustre of 
moral reputation. 

^ It i» to a country so distinguished, that 
Buonaparte has chosen, in preference, to 
surrender himself, and thus his testimony 
has been received in favor of the superior 
respectability of the national character of 
Britain. How remarkably — nay, may we 
not say how affectingly contrasted is this 
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catastrophe of his fate to the inaledictions 
he fulminated against our Island, in the 
noon-tide of his power ! If he really feel 
ho resentment against the British nation, 
it is a proof how completely he is in the 
habit of considering the complication of 
human interests and passions in the light of 
machinery, in which each part necessarily 
acts as it is operated upon-— and the 
whole of which is made to be influenced 
by an adroit haqd as convenience may re- 
quire. This is perhaps at once the best 
explanation of his character, and the best 
apology thiat can be made for his conduct. 
A man of this moral constitution neces- 
sarUy considers life or death, truth or 
falsehood, as means merely, to be used 
almost indifferently as most applicable to 
circumstances. He feels himself to be 
placed amongi^ certain materials, of which 
he has to make the most for his own use,-~: 
and he therefore conducts himself towards 
what is about him, precisely according to the 
view he takes of his personal interests in 
the particular situation which he occupies 
at the time: — he is not sensible of any 
general eternal rules of ri^t and wrongs 
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and would just as soon think it cruelty to 
set traps for rats, or cut down trees for 
timber, as to kidnap and destroy a danger- 
ous individual, or place men in the way of 
being slaughtered, to gain the gratification 
of his ambition. — If we are right in this 
account of the system of his mind, the 
facility he shews in adapting himself to 
reverses, which has excited some surprise, 
is at once accounted for. How should one 
of this complexion put himself to death in 
a fit of wounded sensibility, or rush in the 
way of the bullets in the despair of a proud 
spirit? It is his business to strive for a 
guinea, and to accept a halfpenny if he can 
get no more ; and in this way Buonaparte 
acts to the last. He abdicates, he becomes 
Emperor of Elba, he returns and becomes 
Emperor of France, he abdicates again, 
and lastly, he surrenders himself to the 
English, the nation of shopkeepers whom 
he was to humble at least, if not destroy, 
having, as he says, the most unbounded 
confidence in their honour and generosity ! 
It really would seem as if he had returned 
firom Elba for nothing but to elevate, still 
higher than it was, the renown of this 
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country. It was in some measure open to 
dispute the last time, what share we had 
in causing his downfall ; but now we are 
undoubtedly the principals. England 
found thirty millions sterling in the course 
of 9, few weeks, with which she assisted 
every power in Europe : England found an 
army also which sustained alone the whole 
shock of the enemy's collected strength : 
and to England that enemy finally sur- 
renders his person as a trophy, stating at 
the same time, that while he acknowledges 
the superiority of her arm, he has the great- 
est reliance on the magnanimity of her 
disposition. It will be a curious feature 
in future history, that our country should 
have afforded an asylum to the two most 
notorious members of the notorious family, 
by whom it has been so bitterly assailed. 
English booksellers published Lucien's 
epic poem: an English frigate picked up 
the shattered wreck of the Emperor of the 
French ! The better part of even the 
zealotry that has been excited against him, 
speaks, we observe, of his life as being now 
sacred, since he has confided it to our 
keeping. He has surrendered himself to 
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the Prince Regent, as one conquered ill 
war, and his Royal Highness may well be 
proud of his prize: too much so, we are 
siwe, not to justify to the world the feeling 
on the part of his prisoner, which procured 
him this distinction. 

^F TJP y^ ir^ nF tJv t^ ^p 

It has been suggested that the great 
heroes of antiquity, who are celebrated in 
poetry, and are become the standing themes 
of common celebration, and the instructive 
objects to which emulation is directed, had 
their characters stained with the very worst 
propensities and passions attributable to 
Buonaparte, — and that he probably finds 
a refuge in this similarity from the painful 
feeling of self-reproach, and the consci- 
ousness of having disgraced himself The 
reply to this is, — that the world ought to 
be, and seems to be, growing wiser, — and 
that instead of pointing to those who were 
unduly admired in former ages, to lessen 
the odium justly incurred by a modern de- 
linquent, the errors of the false estimate 
should be exposed to guide the public to a 
true one in the case before them. It is not 
one of the least encouraging signs of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



, PSEFACfi. XXXI 

time, that the action of puhlic opinion has 
degraded to the rank of a ruined crimineli 
on^ who in former periods would have been 
elevated by it to the class of demigods ; — 
and philosophy^ patriotism, and morality, 
are little indebted to those who would per- 
petuate the delusion, or rather who do not 
strenuously forward the general disposition 
which is throwing it off. As to Buona- 
parte's own conceptions, one would wil- 
lingly allow them to be any thing that re* 
duces the positive turpitude of a fellow^ 
creature. Severity is more pleasantly, and 
fortunately more usefully, exercised against 
the individual as he is an example to others, 
than as his actions concern himself. It is 
very probable that he does fancy himself 
to be playing the Alexander, the Caesar, 
&c. and the relief that this gives to the 
blackness of his portrait, is partly composed 
of a trifling puerility in the conception, 
which throws him amongst the fraternity of 
coxcombs, though certainly we must place 
him at the head of them. There is usually 
attached to genius, if indeed it does not 
belong to it, some susceptibility that reaches 
to weakness, whUe it stimulatei to the 
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highest efforts ; and Buonaparte^s seems to 
be of the nature of that which drove the 
school-boys in Germany out into the/orests 
as robbers, to emulate the glories of the 
outcast Moor. What Schiller's play was 
to them, Plutarch's lives seem to have been 
to him, — and a total deficiency of what is 
termed humanity left him open to the full 
force of the invitation so strongly made in 
the classic page, and powerfully seconded 
by the bias of his own disposition. — Thus 
we may most rationally account for the 
triumphs and the crimes of his career. — 
His carelessness about the precepts of mo- 
rality is probably not greater than nine 
monarchs and shop-keepers out of ten, of 
all times and places, had or have in an equal 
degree: — but his nature contains an un- 
usual portion of what is called intellect, 
united with much sternness, and a will 
which is seldom " puzzled" or scared, by 
considerations of common propriety or 
fear. 

" This view of his character is supported 
by his frequent school-boy allusions to clas- 
sical names. He was willing, he said a 
a month ago, to sacrifice himself for FifaAcig 
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like ,ik^ Jihenicm King^ and noW he writes* 
to the Prkice Regent that he comeei like: 
ThenmtockSf to throw himself upon the 
hospitality of the British people. If he' 
Ideally solaces himsdf^ and we rather imagine 
he does, with these whimsical references.^ 
to hi3 French translations of the Classics/ 
both weakness and bad taste are dis* 
played i in this tutxu If they, are only in- 
tended to t^e in those to whom they are 
addressed) they are rather clumsy than 
euiming devices, — they are, at all events . 
better ^M^pted for use in France than in 

England 

* * .# , ^'* * * * .*. 

^ Referring to the victory of one coun^- 
try, ajid the defeat of the other in this last 
^reat struggle, it may be said, we believe, 
— and under all the circumstances, without 
any yioljftidn of generosity, — that the two 
extremes of previous boasting and subse-i 
qiii^nt dqires^ion and disgrace, could have 
happened in'no country of Europe, within 
the. i^iune^ space of time, but i^ra?ice; and 
we iq^q[nrehend it may be said, consistently, 
.. undec all the circumstances, both with truth 
andidacency, that the succession of the lat« 
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t/tt to. the former cos^neii hwr^ beeti'sb' 
npidly finrced on; such m enem^f, h^^ kvff 
«ther eounti^ than' Bngimd. Neither the 
taunt nor the seli^cDngratuktioii wooldl^ be^ 
wordu wiituig^ unliem ooimeGted wkiif the» 
vsndieation c^ eesUm pfineiplies, ev^ ti^^ 
limph of which isi a benefit gained for man^ 
kind generaU?je« 

^ W the eikj(^ment d? politieaii llbertr^ 
-^ofl fbeedom of esepp^mx^n^ and<ihdb^t^ 
denoe of peesonalrG0]ididon,,be rei^ wertb 
the saeriftces Kiade to gain it, er "wmant 
the laft}^ knguage kii which it. hm beeni 
celebrated by men in every age, — jt» value 
must be seen in its ef!bcts on the public 
ehaaracter^ eminently iitting ittic^suistain the 
greiat triafe of heart »ad' intellect. As li*^ 
berty is the chief distinction of England 
firom othei^Eiu^opean countries, the superior 
finnness ofiits- courage may &irly be traced 
to the high pi^rsonalcsengei which necessarily 
belongs to> eaohi individual under:* such a 
syM^m,. audi to the robust habits to which 
his: mind is braced- in the general if^Mdom 
c^ the enereise of opifnon. This moi^ €f£ 
aocounting fori whati isi so admired^ is^K^ 
ther justifiedi by the* fkc^ lAiat AmeiiiM^ 
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£s6 itnidfii of ^aK deeply-66ttoMi^d bravely, 

<ihirfc£6nstic Of BrttfiSri, whicji #6 A'dve 

sieellfi t^ke'iid higl^a f^nk aver l!h^' heated 

iairid' <9alni6ttr6iis' intfoxic^tii6« of feeling, ^at 

^ l%e!B(trl6yi a«lve¥^aries contrive to ekcit^, 

f<tf thiEf pur^oisfe of iaVrymg YKefft^6l^^6s 

fUetd&lfdti to ^atidftck. It is' ihe prOud 

dlKCiiMon'Of tilt MHh t!rbb]^k; Mat tlie^ 

aire afifie t6 tt'd d^^^ii^^ li^btt in «*" doing 

«* of ih i^fferin^,'* >ftiife ^he J'r6rie& ai-'e 

ntorthirig uAtess' they dr^ doirig: tlid latter 

riitist bfe <krrife!d 6Wi of thena^^r^^es tJft' reac^ 

tci dri)^' llteiig t!h4t! kgi^M, and x**^' tli6 at- - 

tSfidaf stiiiiyiil^ MU^ 6t is cliedkedi they 

dtc^' bdbk iiit6' te^ li^tut^s, x«)1iiiih d6 

lioiJvr^l! ^Uktaiii tffeeiii. Ifti'eh- Mikh ad- 

V^arife^ on tUite'olfhWlidiid, MSf6 nOociJat 

sidtt to ^6'lifeyohd M'^' 'Essential qualities of 

^e'i^ dkdramti dtfd their etfbrts being tM 

sbiitid^t ih' liitttiv^, ' are' iiiore substantial' iii 

effect. 'Tfty Mejf&vice xA^y be" rebreseiited 

% c^a^i^^ oA'e dfe" I'o^il^, ahd^ tlie^ oifer 

^^- Miidii^' 0if ivhich k beats back. 

IHmri'g ^e WA'bl^'tfbuM bf\di^' war in 

^M, tM^dltf^rfehefe WasVery perceptible, 

^merimi'^aa it' tetf exliibited oil so 
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grand a scale as in tha late battles in the 
Netherlands. The French were impetuous 
and desperate in their charges, — the Bri- 
tish were immoveable »nd calm in receiv- 
ing them: wherever any number, no mat- 
ter how small, of British troops could be 
thrown forward to meet the enemy, there 
was the enemy, no matter how strong, or 
how triumphant over others, abruptly 
stopped. Moral superiority took the aspect 
of a physical obstacle, which must be anni- 
hilated to be removed. In the grand re- 
sult the French have felt, the world has 
seen, and posterity will know, that England's 
sons are the best in the fight, and that they 
are capable of the mightiest exertions of 
every kind. Their country alone has held 
out without interval or faultering ; their 
country alone has entirely escaped degrad- 
ation in these times of misforitune^; she alone 
has assisted all, and held her own head high 
without assistance, Our enemy has now 
experiencedithe superiority of England in 
every w:ay : all his publications, for many 
years, have avowed that his great design 
was to ruin England j his measures have all 
been directed to this end. He has tried to 
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effect it at sea, on shore, singly, and by al- 
liances, — he has tried to effect it by com- 
mercial, financial, and sentimental means. 
We have destroyed him at sea, we have 
beaten him on shore ; we have repelled him 
singly, we have conquered him with our 
Allies : we tired him out of his anti-com- 
mercial system, and our finances have at 
least out-lasted his, without the commission 
of any breach of faith to our creditors. . We 
have iekposed the meanness and falsehood 
of' his sentiments. Lastly, in one great 
battle, — England, away from her own 
shores, has, in thie teeth of superior num- 
bers,' beaten the collected might of France 
6ti her own frontier, headed by an Imperial 
Generalwhose superiority oyer all Captains, 
ancient or modem, the public voice of 
France has asserted and sworn, in plroSe and 
poetty, in harangues and writings, in inso- 
lence, in perfidy, arid falsehood.' In one 
battle England hias dealt to Finance • a blow 
that has gone to her heart, and sent her 
reeling and tumbling backward oh a tbrone, 
which, ih theatricarshew at leaSt^ ' iShe had 
sworn to defend to the last drop of Her 
blood, in behilf of which she but the other 
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^V ^W forth ^ feold^sjt Jangjjagp pf ^e- 
fi^ce ; — - 9. throne \yrTt»ich jy^s ^Ld tp prp^ 
s^^t ^ ?up,^j:l? sptectacjp, a sj^liinp ppep^f^ 
^ni ipposing spec^^cle, p^ heftve^ jIffiQW 
^((wy pi^y §pp,cjtftclps bjB^^^i^ Th^f^rppi? 
^^ twpble^ ffojyn WfP rptH;^ jwj^oii .lJ^d??: 
hpr Sf^^r ,^pd fall : IfPT* sfj^djj^i'S Wg 4l^ 
i^p^^j:^, li)ip 0ie ^ii^Q^ce of bej: fjffinw 
#^J* t^P prpf^igipJW npi?^ ti?sey ii^fi^ejr-r 
^ii/l bet^yppfl |xer frputier ^^ the b%^- 
^iji:hoo4 of her ic^pil;^, sWP^ly >9 ?J^ 
]^»!J t^ee;^ raip^d to prqseryp t^p f< ^^e j^u%-' 
" tyy,"; -T- " tp yindic^e li^e ftpi^our erf tj^^ 

^iJSc]^ h^ ?* 4P*?^^^ jp?*?<^? tft ^ tihfl 

e^^jrjic^^p tj^pmsi^lvef fi;pna tlieir )fifce pTA}§^ 
^Pd pl^f wijih ^^enph tetefi^y- Bw 

9f t^V./^ffT^* nw t^ ^^jr f?>J^Jy.9C 
feWiBlW8».^8y ffty?.:aT^,i»flt ]W?Vi, bill 
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9i Bowbon have nmrly all disappewredf 
ittid# a little abcyve this intimation of mag^ 
Hanimi<y» we see it said^ <^ the Kings^ 
ffrtidir with our ccwrage^ our jirmnetn^ and 
our n^Cfrhmesy will suspend the march of 
their armies !" If it be true^ which has 
heen tak^ ibr granted by sonve among 
us here, that it wu the will of the 
pctople of Francie that Buonaparte should 
leigd ovef thJ»n5 the ruin of that pers<tt at 
one bkfvrt, the instantaneous desertion of 
lum in theteeth of engagements to support 
IwBBk to the klst, and the breakii^ up of a 
oattdngliarmy brjr (me defeat,^ form a more 
seraMi humilis«i«» of the 1?reiich than any 
whidithef have mflieted on c^er comitries.- 
ISotlidang that has f)eeti dmi« by them to 
Ptosssa wto ^tistria Wft» S(^ sete^ely dis^ 
gsttoeful to 4llif6 Vanx^isftied iti this^ which 
kaa fallen oft thems^^esy supposing tha€ 
tlip»)r' wtste en^ed iiv Bu«Mia^rt«^s caus€fr 
Assummg oh th«^<4hi^ lUn4 tha/t Buona^ 
paiteTs retail T^iA w measure ol^ violence^ 
tiiat i» wasioflSsfOsi^^ «o«he publie seatimeKt 
id Esauper'^^ what is to be said of a peo-^ 
p]B<<htt<i are &tti t0 ^ WFested< to and fi«iv 
kwKkedt like a shtittl^Nedck fedm. oncf 
b4 
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government to another^*— and all the idbile* 
keep prating about their ^< destines, mA 
^^ their deliberations, and their high att^tdde^'- 
— deriving that self-^satisfaction from wordi^ 
which they ought to 4ieek in things.-^ 
Some, we know, feel a distrust and ' dis^' 
heartednes8< from the utter ovai^hrow of 
Buoniaiparte^ in consequence of regudilig it 
as the overthrow of inteUeet; biit^ if i the 
matter be properly . considered^ it will '• ap-* 
pear that a grand vinditcation has-been 
effected of those prinoiplbB which combine 
intellect, morality, and freedokn'togetberv 
It has been proved that it is only: ftbra; 
this unipn. that the inVincihiUty of , thai^ao* 
ter can sipripg, intp whose^coiitemtplatidn 
the idea of yielding .is lo^^ver iadmiCted; 
which aoqyires; strong feeiling £rom simous 
refleqtions And Hs ke^nsat^ enthuaiasm; &om 
a $pbqr: , ^m^ of selfiyes^ect. : This : is . .at 
description , ; of ch^ir^Qt&r i which at least /ap- 
plies bet^ritoEng][0,9^thaoito Frawiee; ;tha 
triumph /of the . latter^ oyev the foriner, thereto 
fore, would have been a Mwl melancholy 
eyfent aij a propf oif the! little pwuilical 
worth of tho$e domestic virtueei) socialtconl'^ 
:ft]^rts9 and public rights whicbt £ng^nd 
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p09sess^' i« 4 )*tfperittt degree to Fptace; 
But the victot)ty of England is an assurance 
th^ tb^ ittte'bf sterltng worth; that, al- 
though' they may demand some iself-denials, 
yetth^t they well repay them; that Pro- 
vidence hai3\a sacred store, from which it 
bestows its ihost splendid and imperishable 
gifts on those, who willingly fctffeit for 
their sake the easy pleasures that aardwfthih 
the reach bf indolence and senstidity: It 
would, indeed, have been, a miserable thing 
for the hopes <rf the wrtfld, if a perjtired and 
ouprincip^led soldiery, 'a cardiess^and'ficMe 
pieople^ a perfidious and declamatbijr go-^ 
remm^tit, had, in the terrible and decisive 
struggle of fadulty iaiidJieikrt; gained the 
day : but the great fight of W4terlo6 has, 
with the instrumentality of English heroism, 
connected the political and moral qualities 
which philanthropists enforce, with that 
public strength which is the common am- 
bition of the gross as well as of the en- 
lightened.*' Champion Newipaper. 



The original articles in the Appendix to 
this volume, are the contributions of a very 
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u;i. J*af w, e^plpy^d the a(ttainro«ftt8 which 
bp en»m?ntly p<^sesaeg, in »n inve^tigiitiQii 
cif :the 9»ie»tifi? m^ <f*^9'r ms^\mwm <tf 
tJ^tjcj^^lj-mr (Don4\*ete<i with m imdtietry 

^tj iw4i^^»^t<*it4T§wUi;of whielfc if kid 
bfifofptb? pvWics, w^4» I 9m wre^.b* 

i To ijwpjieite jfe? JPMiHi? pf;Piirii,.i«d 

fttfjfcr^ iSW^ tlije ip^Wic^ioft ©f th« ^vift 

U^^^Q4HPt^n:y P9hge?y9ti09S«P »iAii9mg 

nf/if T^ 1^8 .4wiqgithe whcilfipf' the dara^ 
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K^ BT A Gmm^lfAN IN f^BIS OS T^ pAILT 
EVENTS ANp KDMpURS, lUAT AGITATED T0 
(JA^^TAI. FRPy JUNE ^QtH TO' JULJ 8tH, IN- 

'cLusivkV '■'■'■■.• '• • ' 

vmy hid: m^ej^ » ^i^ d^99^ l^mot 
J^im^xpi*^ hm 9fM put ^Hr4YB BilJij^9§ 

bfl :i-eliesie(i QwestioM; «ie pu/^ b^p ^«[3J 
fteO'tQ/his i^igbtouTi who j^^ Idt^ f$ 

The report of a lost battle gains grouj^Trft 

Bfit»a|Hifte l^afl (beets, kilted^ I^Fome is 

«mi«ed<fraiii^^b^ &^th hj^dtiqiiffftfrs^If.jTht 

aik^iftrted 8}jia«[apfatia£ai\fif«in64 omUMtr 

miitlQnw ^s-r; ..•.••);.-.i!n{i'iT>q n7/«> iioiLt fnii;f;» 
9 
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Wednesday, 21st. — (9 d' clocks morning.) 
-^The army is lost — annihilated! This 
is in every one's mouthy Buonaparte is 
iri Paris — wounded — killed! Not two 
hundreci of the Imperial Guards rismain. 
Whole corps have passed over to the king 
•— the Allies are rapidly marching on Paris ! 

(11 0^ clocks morning.) — The 

Chaiiibers are sitting in consequence of a 
hasty ' sunimOns/ : Great crowds --on the 
Bbiilevards. Every one aiSking*^ no on^ 
able to answer, except With fkncife*. Thfe 
news' df the defeat,' however, Mfi€h every 
possible aggravation, is loudfy tfelfefed of.» 
Hie oflBcers and ageints of the Police inter-*, 
fere* harshly with the asseiriblages in the 
streets to stop thp circula^on of the ' dread«*i 
fiil stbtiest. — At one or two poitits smart 
conflicts took place in comisquence. ■ The 
Hoyalidts becawfe at first agitatfed vwth 
hop^ ---^ then ; • eiithusiagtio and regardieisfii 
6f ^ restrafait as fihe ^ertalnt^ opens upon 
thebii*;^>";; ;'nto ,h^ :(i ;>-^ .: '.; .-o'l ■-. . : i' 
r.: Jiiau7(^ o'cl(^V^(iftetj^on.y^^ 
is- Vully i coMflifnied/' rfHii^ ^ E^t«s«iilatd!^e» 
db<^e' Lc^'^^Mfk'^ mr.dMmger hil^&f^io^ 
claim their own permanency, and that ^he 
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IS ^ traitpr wbo shall tMempt tO;4iMdlve 
them. Regnaud St. Jean d' Angeley ; is not 
allowed to read Buonaparte's BuUi^m to 
the Chamber, after he had anQOunpM that 
it was not qffidaly though the d^ly {locQiukt 
published in thfd Monieur of the^ battler 
This circumstance had a great effect on the 
minds of the people : ^^ He dare dot $otv 
publish his falsehoods as official statements/' 
was generally said. Regnaud, after his re- 
pulse, was taken ill^ and carried awtfy.fironi 
the Chaiapiber. Immense crowds 4HjirrpUnd 
the F^ace of the Representatives^ but the 
people behave very well: the National 
Guards called out to protect, the national 
representation in this awful postui^. of a£* 
fairs* The Ministers are ordwed to tte 
Bar of the Chamber. — also thie officers i of 
the National Guards, who receive drders to 
preserve the public tranquillity. . A'Memr 
ber expresses his surprise thiat Buonaparte 
has not yet sent his abdication. Stocks 
rise to 55 f 50 c. 

(5 o' clocks (^emoon.) -^ The abdi- 
cation is publicly, talked of It is pro* 
posed by some of the Jtepresentatives to 
give the command of the National Guard 
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pioj^diltiMiib. Tll«> f^dpfW tlicAijgU ^^t 
]^lW»($& Ihe^ ^dM66eldey ^6' fen : {h^ 

•«»'*A GbiBftcft'fe iM^ iSt^ihe Kj^y^6 i^ 

be€ftie^efi@d?tr;^'t&d go^^ffitti^nl^fia d!isk>l^'^ 
k^ ■'l[i6^molttc^8Vftldfe%becbih^'6higbf 
tib]»tf<r tigk^«k>ti. ^^ th^ poifo of tSi^ 

contradicts in the Chambe? thie r^ft-t^af 
8- ibtcM'd dis^fdttlibti of it- wafd intended. 
IBlMrabaiditio^sJdii^ Mhf itiail^ ^bk:^ 
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flie .^of(fld«boui «he-' Gbtt»fter id wmitg 

bodies. ' •'- ' 

—^4* cfchek, . n^l^inumf^) ^^m: Ab- 

tt SmgLAUMvml i 'Ske ^Kxtki^' ojii^ jitf 
58rfi' «<itbffett» a^pkUMnesv ^d Mm«^ ctf^-df 
Vhe U Rtti t Th€;f cdticiflue to i^se^^ fiiEH^ 

wbmie^ ' tltc^ails' mii& mutmes comtmti^ 
j;r0Mtt(»;;>-^«^eM»i ib «(»( EkjiiefAr ia i^lietf 
8MI aij^bhMlded> l^ 1^«i Nt«k>nMi GOMir^ 

telkK «li«m .«6iiit ill is iKiti b^ • ik& cri(es»' ^f 
Vive rEmpereur that they can serve iSK^ 
'Sxuf^WP*^ they ia«i«ib)3^^ hkn^A^ armes a 
Al>«iti<n ; -^ tltie^f Isndl^f 'e]^)&r 'tf^in^P lEMti^ 
tmlmncei^ taktti j^ttee* in^ idie<^ ^kkisi ^e^ 
tiUfittd'bjrd^KtorMcfd oi9)»feM^ e^tei«if>«ing' t^ 
mate th« pacttttts^b;^ atyViv&ir'BnipyHBVit 
'^i^ Nttti'onai» Giiftfd^ k^ iU ndltii &xtdl^ 
ImV spiwt) a^^hentd^ atll^ didtV]arb<^*3' \44fal!(> 
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ostensibly Bt 60£ 20c. aii4 ckMsi€f)6nal)y at. 
esf. 50c 

. ,— TT^ (7 o'c/oci, €««m«g'.) --^ The shops in 
the. PafaU Reyol and Rue Vixnenm^^: .aije^ 
hastily shutting up. The ntost serious^ 
alarms prevail : the streets become alniost 
4esert9d : no female is to be seen", the ret 
part ifly that Buonaparte has declared to the 
two Chambers that he would oannoniule. 
them if they did not acknowledge his, son ; 
this. » prpbajbly an exaggeration, hut iiia 
IIQW/ pretty wdl JkQo»v;n .that the ^eatest 
uigfx and disappoinjtment .prevail in the 
l£lyskfi9 i^ consequence of the littl^ at* 
tachmient shewn by the Pe^rs ,and Repre-^ 
seaitatives towards the, dynasty of^appleon* 
^—Some of his frigid) advise strong ibea^ 
f ures r^ others giye. iUp. the thing as xttt^ly 

-.-.r-- (10 ci'qlocks night.) — Thirty' thoU4 
sapd of the National Quards are .undec 
arms: patroles are, placed in eyery, street.^ 
Xhe Cii0 Montam^ has « been ordered 
to be shut up^ i»ince morning. The gates 
<^tha Palus Royal are closed. : The crowds 
are dispensed : no body on the Boulevards : 
a tecfific caha : not a coach seen: HMhing 
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heard -but the dull beating pace of the 
National patroles, enlivened at intervals, 
with the clatter of their arms, and the qui 
Vive of the centinels. A vague conster* 
nation prevails every where, in consequenoe 
of the apprehension that an explosion of 
some sort will take place to-night. But the 
surprising number, good spirit, and firm 
countenance of the National Guard are 
tranquilizing. 

— — {midnight.) — • Information is sent to 
the Posts, that money has been dispatched 
from the Elysee to the Fauxbourgs St 
Antoine, and St.Marceau: additional de- 
tachments of guards are hurried off to these 
dep6ts of the materials of disturbance. 

Friday, 23d. — {morning.) — The Roy* 
alists become now very active and enter- 
prising. Napoleon declaresto the deputation 
fit)m the Chambers, that he has only ab- 
dicated on condition that his son is recog«- 
nised as Emperor. 

(3 o'clock^ afternoon.) -—Young Na- 

|!ioleon is ambiguously recognised by the 
Chambers. The stocks fall to 57£ 25ci 
Extraordinary speeches of Labedc^erre and 
Key m the peers^4 A dreadfol- impression 
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as to th6 extent of the military disasters is 
caused by the latter, Ney is accused of 
having betrayed Napoleoii, and of having 
occasioned the defeat of the army. Five 
hundred cart-loads of wounded soldiers 
enter Paris : the Parisians seem very little 
tOttohed by the sight. 

{midnight)^^ Serious apprehensions 

of s^m^ catastrophe again keep us from 
our beds. The commanders of the National 
Guards are ordered to treble their posts in 
secret. The guard assembles without beat 
of drum. 

Saturday, 24th, — (9 o clocks m&ming.) 
-r- We hear that at one o'clock this morn- 
ing, the Feder^s attempted to disarm the 
National Guards at the posts: iat one of 
these, in the PlUce des Vosges^ they were 
successful, but forlunatfely the alarm was 
given in time, and the Feder6s Were 
secured. It is ikb longer doubtful that they 
are excited by Buonaparte, and that money 
is distributed among them. 

— — {noon.) — Commissioners, it is asc^- 
tained, have departed for the head-quarters 
of the Allies. Great hopes are entertained 
6f an immediate eettsatiob of hostilities* 
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The young Emperor is publicly laughed 
at and scorned. Many projects are an- 
nounced among the anti-Bourbonists. The 
Regency is the favorite, with various modi- 
fications: viz. the Empress to be Regent, 
— or her brother the Prince Charles. Ac- 
cording to others, the Crown should be 
offered to Eugene Beauharnois, if the young 
Emperor is rejected — or to the Duke of 
Orleans — or to an English Prince ! Twenty 
millions of francs have been sent to Eng- 
land by Buonaparte, and the funds have 
risen in consequence. 

{ten o' clocks night.) — The departure 

of the Commissioners has tranquilized the 
spirit of party for the present. All the 
royalists, arrested by Buonaparte's orders, 
have been set at liberty: all caricatures 
against the King have disappeared this day. 
The Provisional Government has issued an 
ambiguous proclamation. 

Sunday, 25th. — {all day.) — This has 
been one of the most careless and pleasant 
days to appearance that I have seen in Paris. 
%e promenades were all crowded excessive- 
ly. The ladies gay and gracious, the gentle- 
men alert and gallant. Plays, quacks, and 

c2 
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sports^ all took their usual stations, to at- 
tract the attention of the volatile Parisians, 
as in the most halcyon times. Yet, mingled 
with this merry throng, were to be seen the 
cadaverous frowning countenances of sol- 
diers and officers, many of whom had their 
arms in slings, thus testifying that their 
blood had been shed only seven days ago 
'on the frontier, in a battle that laid France 
at the feet of Europe ; yet here they were 
now in her capital, surrounded by antics 
and levities ! I particularly watched to ob- 
serve whether they excited much interest 
or pity, and I can safely say they did not. 
Most people seem to agree with the lady's 
reply to one who said, " Alas ! madame, 
we have suffered a dreadful defeat :*' — 
" What is that to me. Sir ; — the army got 
into the scrape, let the army get itself 
out" 

It has been whispered to-day, that the 
King and the Allies have intimated to the 
Chambers, that their members are to be 
held individually responsible for Buona- 
parte: and that General Becker has, in con- 
sequence been appointed to take charge 
of him. 
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Monday 26th. -^ {morning.) — Last night 
parsed very quietly. The patroles were 
Wsened. The rumour, of the morning is, 
that Ney has been tried, condemned, and 
executed — mugly. It is an undoubted fact 
that he has betrayed Buonaparte ! It is 
positively ascertained that the army has 
again been betrayed on all sides! These' 
are undoubted facts^ as well as Ney's ea?e- 
cution! Three schemes, said to be con- 
templated by Buonaparte are in circu- 
lation. First, that he intends to give 
himself up to his father-in-law. Second- 
ly, that he will request permission to 
reside in England, with his whole family* 
TJhiirdly, that he will go to the 'United 
States, should England grant him an as- 
surance of safety, 

{noon.) The Boulevarde rumours 

are, that the Allies have not yet entered 
France : they have lost so many men in the 
battles that they are too weak to take 
advantage of their success. They tremble, 
at the thought of setting their feet on the 
territoire sacrS de la Patrie ! 

' — ~(10 o'clock, weg^.) — Ney made a 
c 3 
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f peeeh td-day in the Peers, whidi nther 
opposed the report of his prenoui^ tasje^ 
cution* The return of the Bouirbotts is 
now publicly spokeii o£ Grestt* <|uantity 
of lilies displayed every wher& Cari- 
catures agai^t Buonaparte are publidy 
'sold. The long faces of the ierocious 
officers and soldiers attract the insults of 
the market-women, who during late years 
have lost all their Jacobin propensities, and 
are n6w conspicuous for loyalty. Many of 
the troops express res^itment against 
Buonaparte, yet declare that they wiH 
defend him to the last. On the Boule- 
vardes it is annotmced, as ^positive facU 
that the plague has broken out in the 
Russian army \ 

Tuesday 27th, {noon.) — A cotttinuatnce 
of tranquillity. Monsieur Buonaparte, as 
he is now called, gives us^ however, some 
uneasiness by continuing to abide with us, 
though his family are gone. It is now 
pO&iiivdy oicertaiited that the Allies have not 
crossed the French Frontier, and it is hc^ed 
that they will not cross it at all ! 

— — (5 6^clocky afternoon.) — • A Bulletin 
makes its appearance from the Minister at 

1 
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Waof. TKe Allies are ia poimea^ion of 
Noyon> St. Quentin, Guise^ Av^wes, The 
advai3i€ed guard of the Prussiaos is ne^t 
Coinpeigne. The siodcs rose to 59 f. 50 c. 
the last regular cry, but sooJ» afteptwarda 
to 62 £ 75 c. ifi reality. I^arge. tyains of 
people are now entering the gates of 
St. Denis and 3t. Martin. The Vende^np 
have reconunenced hosrt;ilities with great 
vigour. 

(10 e* clocks fUght) — A cannonading 

is said to have been h^^d towards Meaux i 
the remnant of the French «cmy is said to 
have been surrounded. Soldiers ^emter thp 
gates of Paris in small parties of two, four^ 
eight, ten, at a time. 

Wednesday, 28th. r^ {mormng^) — The 
Allies are within a day's march of Paris ; 
small bodies of troops enter Paris in gre^t 
disorder on all sides. The groups of poor 
peasants flocking in, with cartloads of fur- 
niture, cows, horses, ^eep, &c. pjcesentvqry 
distressing spectacles. Paris, howeverj is 
perfectly tranquil. Mr. Buonaparte is stiU 
at Malmaison. Freparaticms are made to 
defend Paris : the Chambers declare it in ^ 
fitate of siege. It< is understood that the 

c 4 
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Commission of Government, or a majority 
in it, is for the King. Davoust, the War 
Minister, still holds out in stern opposition. 
There are warm debates in the Chambers 
on trifling subjects. The Allies are at 
St. Denis : stocks have risen to 65 f. 50 c. 
Dreadful confusion at the gates of St. Denis, 
and St. Martin. 

(8 0^ clock, evening.) — Never to my 

recollection have I seen, — not even on 
days of festivity, so many genteel peo- 
ple on the Boulevard, from the rue de 
la Paix to the gate of St. Martin^ as to- 
day. Crowds of elegant females were pro- 
menading, brought out by the critical state 
of public affairs, yet looking cheerfulness 
and confidence. Miserable remnants of half- 
destroyed regiments are passing constantly 
before these gay companies, but the eyes 
here are not much connected with the heart. 
The middle of the Boulevard is crowded 
with artillery, cavalry, and infantry, going 
or coming, to and fro, the head-quarters — 
where? — flrf the gates of Paris! At the 
sides of these horrid trains of destruction, 
people are sitting on chairs, reading the 
newspapers, eating ice, sipping lemonade^ 
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— examining the spectacle. It is not more 
than probable that in a few hours these seats 
will be filled with the dead and dying? 
What reason have we to feel confident that 
Paris will not this' time be sacked? — We 
are Parisians — that is the reply. 

— —(/en 6* clocks night) — It is reported 
that Davoust has declared hiniself for the 
Bourbons : that he has forsaken Buonaparte, 
who has thrown himself on the generosity 
of France, and the Allies. The first Prus- 
sian prisoner has just passed : he was es- 
corted by five grenadiers of the National 
Guard ; he walked along dejectedly, leading 
his horse by the bridle; I hope, for the 
sake of the nation, that his escort will be 
able to protect him from the fury of the 
rufiSans who now compose the French 
army. 

Thursday, 29th. — [all day.) — The most 
unpleasant reports have prevailed all day. 
It is reported that Buonaparte has put him- 
self again at the head of the French army. 
It is ascertained that he has attempted, it, 
but the Government will not hear of it, 
knowing the disposition of the Deputies. 
Three people have tonday been killed by the 
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soldiers, in various parts^ of the Capital, for 
having cried Vive le RoL 

Friday, 30th. ~ (9 o^ clocks wormi^.)— 
The guns have been roaring in the phdns 
of St. Denis from two o'clock this morning 
till seven. It seems it was a false attack to 
cover a grand movement, t,he meaning of 
which is yet unknown. Buonaparte is offi- 
cially announced to have quitted Malmaison 
for Roc^efort. This is welcome news to 
all classes, for great is the terror wMeh hi$ 
name inspires. 

— — {noon.) — great and precipitate move- 
ments are made by our army. The soldi^s 
are all half drunk, and are crying Vive 
TEmpereur with the ferocious expression 
of untameable brutes, — their rage agamst 
the Royalists, the Prussians, and dieEnglish^ 
is to the last degree ferocious. The Allies 
have established themselves at St. Germain 
and Versailles. The principal part of 
Vandamme's corps is arrived, and the French 
army has taken an imposing attitude. 
Alarms spr^ead : the shops are mostly shut 
up : we are all listening to the distant iiring;. 
Partial fighting is kespt up all day in the 
plains of St. Denis. Every one seems mostly 



Digitized by 



Google 



rit£FAC& llx 

to fear the Frendi troops, and the infamous 
conduct of the Imperial Guard too well 
justifies the genial terror of them. The 
expectation is that a great battle will take 
place to-morrow. 

(10 o'clock^ nigkL) — Paris is full of 

wretched fluctuations of rumour and senti- 
m^it. The breathless whisper has been 
this evening that the Chamber has again 
proscribed the Bourbons ; — this idea causes 
great alarm. It is said that the Allies in- 
tend blockading Paris. The Parisians have 
become all of a sudden in terror for famine, 
and crowds are flocking to the merchants 
to purchase provisions. Public spirit is 
very low. 

Saturday, 1st July. — ( The whole day.) — 
The greatest fear has prevailed the whole 
of this day, owing to its' being understood 
that a most unfortunate dissention prevails 
amongst the members of the Provisional Go- 
vernment. Fouche and Caulaincourt have 
for these some days past been known. tQ be 
for an arrangement with the Bourbons : the 
Commission consisting of five, it was neces- 
sary that they should have another on their 
side to possess a majority. Grenier, it is 
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now said, has abandoned Fquche and Cau- 
laincourt, and the King's party is overthrown, 
Camotj and the bloody Quinette, have it 
their own way. A great number of per- 
sons we hear are to be outlawed ; and at 
the head of these is Fouch6. The reign of 
terror seems to be commencing. 

{10 at night) — The Chambers have 

an extraordinary meeting: the report is, 
that it is to receive the accusation against 
Fouche, and his party. 

Sunday, 2d. — ( The whole day. )— Gloom 
and fear have rendered this Sunday very 
different from the last. The people crowd 
in the Tuileries, but all seem impressed 
with the approach of a catastrophe. We 
fear the enemy, but the enemy of the inte- 
rior most. The Allies draw nearer and 
nearer, — they take all the strong positions 
near us. Their movements shew them to 
be actuated by that determination which 
admits of prudence and humanity as its 
elements, and which is here considered the 
characteristic of your glorious Wellington, 
— who is regarded by his enemies as the 
General of Europe, who chiefly considers 
the value of human life, and property. 
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Towards the evening the horizon has 
brightened a little. It is pretty well ascer- 
tained that the Commission has abandoned 
the revolutionary system, — owing, it is said, 
to a very decisive message from Blucher to 
the chiefs of the Jacobin party, threatening 
them with, the severest retaliation should 
enormities take place. Versailles has been 
taken twice. Th^ inhabitants who came 
before the Allies with the white flag, have 
been outraged by our military vandals. 
Several houses have been burnt, and an un- 
fortunate functionary cut to pieces. - - • 

Monday, 3d. •— {morning.) — The armies 
have been fighting ever since two o'clock 
this morning. The Allies evidently avoid 
a gieneral battle: they manoeuvre, and har- 
rass the French. Does Wellington again 
wait for seven o'clock in the evening? 

, (2 0^ clock J afternoon.) — The fighting 

has ceas^ Bondi, Guilleniinot, and Gui- 
non, are At the head-quarters of the Allies. 
The Allies refuse to treat but with the Mu- 
nicipal Body. Some of our Marshals have 
beeninvited to visit the Allied lines. Wel- 
lington ha^ shewn them the force of the 
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Allied army, all arranged at commMiding 
poats, ready to commence the attack* 

(5 o'clock^ afternoon.) -^^ As Abmis* 

TicE IS Concluded! — terms unknown-^ 
Stocks 62L 

(10 o^dock^ evening.) --^The greatest 
joy prevails in Paris : the army is in a state 
of fury not to be described : some inqui- 
etude is on this account entertained, but 
confidence is reposed in the National Guard. 

Tuesday, 4th. — {noon.) — Preparations 
are making for the departure of the army, 

— (9 6*clockj evening.) — The cannon 
are firing from the heights : great agitation 
every where: the streets ar^ crowded witfi 
disoiganieed military of all ranks. Drums 
are beating to arms in every street Tbg 
^ops are ievery where shutting : the soldiers 
are crying in all quarters Tfoc VEmperewr t 
Pails, in short, is in a hideous convulsion. 

Wednesday, 5di. — (1 o'ciock^mommg.) — 
TTanquillity is re-established. A mirack 
has Imbu wrought in our favour by the 
steadiness of the National Guaard. It ap<^ 
pears that the Feder6s, who had been or- 
dered to lay down d^ attns, resisted ; and 
that some of the French officers, enraged at 
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hearing tliat the Prussians had ravaged 
Malmaison, had resolved to sack and bum 
the Tuli^iea. The army generally resisted 
the orders for it to withdraw. Never was 
Paris in a more critical situation. The pa- 
tience and firmness displayed by the Na- 
tional Guard are above all praise. 

■ ■■ ' {n^ht.) — The army has quietly set 
off during the day: some few rencontres 
have taken place between the advanced 
posts; but they have not endangered the 
capitulation. 

Thursday, 6th. — {mght) — The barriers 
have been quietly given up. A body of 
above two thousand National Guards have 
gone to pay their respects to their King at 
Saint Denis. On the pretext that the ca- 
pitulation did not allow them to go out 
with their arms, the Gens d'armes at the 
barriers obliged thetn to leave their mus- 
ketS) &c in the Guard-house, and when 
they came back the barriers were shut 
against them by order from Massena. They 
went back to Saint Denis, and bivouacked 
before the King's house* 

FaroAY, 7th- — {The whole day.) — The 
barriers ai« strictly shut: 120 one can go 
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out but with an order of the Prefect of Po- 
lice. The Prussians have taken possession 
of the Tuileries. The Commission and the 
Chambers are dissolved. 

Saturday, 8th. — ( The 'sehole day.) — 
The white flag has been hoisted, and the 
white cockade appears on nine out of ten« 
The King has entered amidst the most ex- 
traordinary acclamations. Paris feels as if 
reprieved at the place of execution, and it 
owes its safety to Louis XVIII. You know 
me to be incapable of deceiving you, — -and 
as an eye-witness and a man of honour, I 
declare myself unable to give you even a 
faint idea of the ecstacies of the Parisians* 
I saw Buonaparte make his last entry, — 
and the contrast between the cry of a small 
but fierce faction composed of mere mob 
and military, and the shout of a redeemed 
and rejoicing people, has made an impres- 
sion on my mind never to be eflfe^ced. Your 

friend D saw Buonaparte return, bome^ 

as was saidf on the bodies of a devoted popu-- 
lation, and I bid you, with confidence, check 
my account with his. No order had been 
given relative to the royal procession. The 
infamous Bondi, prefect of Police, probably 
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hoping that some disorder would take place 
in which his party might attempt the King's 
life, had made no preparatioii to preserve 
regularity or even safety^ The itew com- 
mander of the National Guards and the 
gOTemor" of Paris, being but just appointed, 
cDold do nothing. The Gens d'armerie, 
wil^out ai.head, did not appear: some 12 
or 14,000(National Guards had ^ne sepa* 
rately to meet the King: the others were 
on duty at the military stations. Not a 
soul Vas there to prevent the interruption 
of carts and coaches, until the citizens 
formed a body, organized by themselves, 
and enforced rules fit for the occasion. Not 
a single accident happened, and the evident 
want of preparation, the disorder caused by 
eagerness and transport, and the free vent 
given to what may be termed the clamour 
and riot of satisfaction by the absence of 
official arrangement, gave a charm and 
effect to the sight not to be described. The 
road from Saint Denis to Paris was cram- 
med: the Boulevard from the Rue Saint 
Denis, to the Rue de la Paix ; and the 
avenues from the Rue de la Paix to the 
Tuileries, were crammed to a considerable 

d 
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' lieigkt in the air^-^for cottkicies, \ti11d0w89 
IbalcontWf and too0^ all groaned ni»d«r a 
Ihring and 'Waving weighty firanci whidi 
issuBd shoots, and handkerdiiefs^ and 
pointing arms, iand eager h^ads. flow is 
^e procession to pass? was every on^'s 
'fipAtjon. National* Guardi^ officersdimg- 
ding ivitk privates, having i w> tie but loy*^ 
sity^ formed ii^o small bands, And without 
itkaaokf 6pened'by degrees one space, and then 
so^ofeh^r. Then adtaneed the King^s house^ 
;as we call ife,amountii]^ to about 5 or 6^000 
:fnc^ who had fc^owed His Migesty. The 
iKing was in % coach with his Ministers* 
Birt^ the most interesting part of the pioces- 
jton was formed by a regiment of ^cen-r^ 
\ men who, in these bad times, retained too 
much of the old French sense of military 
honour, which unked bravery with gentle- 
jnonly fielding to In^eak their oaths, lliey 
had rejoiiied> the King at Ghent, and fa^ 
formed diemselves into a regimeirt ill his 
r^.semioa. / Thdy, ;retaii|ed individnslly the 
^uniforms of their respective Tanlsy asgeise^ 
. ; jrals^ .^lolonels, ma§0rs^ laiptains^ &c. butieWbh 
' oarryii^ the muidi:^ a&d beariog hklpa^p^ 
V kickr a& Ja paebKateascldier; . This cerps^ was 
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upwards of 1000 strong, aiMl<wB3 reoe^Ted 
with .great plaiidU& la thk ev^^ng^ tbe 
King attempted to came down .mtQ .ibh^ 
gwden of the .Tuileiies.: < Jie^eMne ^asa^jfiM^ 
the people &>ckeA adiautrhim^ iki9SBiqg:hi|S 
hands, his coat, — -throwing thcmisdiiieft at 
his feet : tibe ^;eatest ^ntlumaam cfopl^ed 
itoel£ He Ibund it usd^s to aistempt to 
walk, so he ^ent up a^oin^ and remainnd 
for half an hour in Ihe baloohjr. When the 
people coukL cry Viae le Roi no longer, 
they beg^n dancing: in a moment there 
were formed in the garden of the Tujileriea 
as. many country dances as the extraordi- 
nary concourse of people assembled wo&dd 
permit. The- sets of danceni wwe not im- 
posed of the lower class^ ; -^ officers and 
privates of the Naticmal Giiardi^ respdcAable 
citizens, their wires and daughters. A rery 
pretty girL threw herself upon the heok of 
a female friend : <^ Oh, my deM^^^ said she, 
^^ I am so happy, — let tne. kiss you:*' a 
gentleman who was with her friend was y 
permitted to take a salute ; another wishing 
to participate in this delightful patriotism, 
stepped up exclaiming ^< au nom du Rot , 
she scarcely hesitated an instant i)efore she 
d 2 
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replied — '^ eA ieen, Monsieur^ soit au nom 
de notre bon Rot /" and she leaned forward 
her cheek. The example was imiversally 
followed, a congratulatory kiss went round 
the garden — nothing was heard but du 
nomduRoi! 

^ Here I end my Journal ; ~ send me your 
Newspaper immediately. I long to know 
what side you have taken. The right side, 
I hope : if not, you are unworthy of your 
brave countrymen — I mean the Scotch^ who 
have acquitted themselves so nobly in this 
campaign of nineteen days. We are shock- 
ingly treated by the Prussians. They plun- 
der every where: Ney's house, and the 
houses of several members of the late go- 
vernment have been plundered. YcMir Wel- 
lingtcm is enraged at Blucher ; he has writ- 
ten to the King of Prussia to know whether 
the- war is against Buonaparte or the King. 
We have gone through much, but surely it 
is now nearly over.'* 
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babiyfone qf the-giiE^ ^itngefpu^.^L.Whp^G^ »;tl]|<€fc 
fafliily th^t has :Kfqt[ sent outfits .traveller, ^er 
travellers, to the 'oapkal of Frjag^e? Minute, 
Qx^^accouBts of it^/wonders have b^en repc^red 
at every tea-table. Cnticisms- on' jts arts, an^ 
loann^ers; have found their way, in soft wbispers,^ 
across shop-counters; and sleep has been ex* 
pelled from the; insides of ^age-cop^hes by 
W^f^f^s of its . events and its inhabitants. 
ijQ)K:ro.»ny letters have been dispatched, from 
the very spot of observation, to ** dear papasjj' 
w4 "dear mammas,*' and Mlj^r dears^ not 
likely to feel less interested in the communi- 
patipm of the writers ! Where is the newspaper, 

B 
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2 INTRODUCTORY.. 

W€^ekly or daily, that has not to b^ast of its f per ; 
cijtj series of articles on Paris? What review i. 
ha9 VfQt been crowded with criticisms^ on the 
m^Vy pamphlets, and volumes^ that hate >ad( 
this city for their theme? A style of infor- 
mation, adapted to the particular taste of every ; 
class of inquir^rs^ has surely, ^hen^ by thJB timei: 
been furnished ; and as to factSi perhaps it would:: 
be more serviceable to take &om, than add*^ 
to, the number that have already been recorded. 
It must be confessed that tlie visitation of 
another, and a sizeable book, on this explored 
subject, runs a great risk of being regarded as, 
intrusive, and expected to prove tires<Mne: but, 
withi very comiEnon self-complacency, the writ^ 
has satisfied himself, and trusts to be aUe to 
satisfy his readers, that, in his case, it is ♦* better 
late than never/' To tell the truth, he is in- 
clined to think it, on the whole, in favour of hif 
work, that so many persons already know so^ 
asmch about the various objects in Paris ; for* . 
as those who accompany this Visit will be ask64 
to reflect a little on what is to be seen, the pre- 
vious loss of the sharp edge of their curiosity 
s^ems absolutely necessary to £spose them t^ 
attend to him with patience, and well calculated 
torenable them to proceed with him advantage*: 
auaiy. / He hopes, to be sure, not to prove ^elbr> 
i^3pe.or upinteresting to any one j but he chieflyi 
Q^i4^W oaJ^^^^ sympathy of 1^k>8^ wit^ 
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hi* 8gi44rks, who have seen, or hwtrd, a gotfd' 
d^ of the outward aspect of this remarkablci' [ 
cggSiUi^y and who maj either be inclined to look 
a -little beyond appearances into qualities/ 01^ hk 
WsUiiig to give hhn the ben^ of theit r6cok 
UictioBS) and compiare his conclusions With tliel)*' 
i^mii With these he will ramUe through Paris 
as a ccimpidiibn, and he is therefore happy, that 
a^ maoy have gone before lum as guides. 

I believe foreigners have generally been the 
best'sciasitifictravdlers. Germany and France 
pt^baMy beat us in journeys undertaken to ex- 
tehd the limits of natural history, oi" asdertaM" 
diHibtfUl points in the knowledge of phystfcS:^' 
but the literature of Britain is richer than th&t 
of all other nations put togetiier, in the narra- 
tives of those excursions, that have had no other 
fibj^thut to gratify an elastic spirit, anxious 
to Overleap distance, interested in the general 
conc^r^ of mankind, curious after novelties of 
faabit| arid eager to bring its possessors bettef 
acquainted with their fellow-creatures. Our 
bo6k*ahelves groan with the travels of persons 
who have suddenly arisen from almost dvery* 
dasa and profession of life, to go their way4 
ijlt0 sQmost every other coxmtry, as wefl as intd 
every ptoish of their own. These usually havtt 
had no xitheT design than to look about theih^ 
iila^g^eral way, and no other pi^eparationBn' 
B 2 
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publishing their adventures than a casud ' edti-* 
qatipn jinci a. comioion understanding. Ther^ is 
scarcely any jthing that may not be put Afitfc Ak 
ridiculous aspect before us, and the iiatlonal 
curiosity certainly admits of this ; -^bttt- i« 
source cap easily be traced to certiain: st^riitig^ 
qualities of character, while the easiness of'iti 
gratification testifies to several ^enviaUe circutrf- - 
stances .of condition, ' and its fruits, are '^ by tiif* 
means disreputable to the talent and information 
of our people. We may liave among us-nttifte- 
rous flimsy works of this . description, butiW^het* 
is the other country that coidd'furriish sov'ttiitiy 
individu^s, from such a variety of situations in 
society, competent, either io observe so 'keienly, 
or deliver themselves so clearly,, as the majority 
of our writers of sjcetches,, journals, tours^ &g. 
manage to do. 

It is the impulse, however, that sends sucli a 
host of travellers away .from it, th^t is chiefly 
creditable to our nation. It shews a freedom 
and custom, as well as a power to think $ — ^a 
bold and independent disposition, careless* rif 
trifling embarrassments, and feeling cerfain of 
^yery where commanding respect ; — a constant 
and complete circulation of intelligence ; -^ an 
active temper ; — and lastly, a very gtoeral com- 
mand, not only of comforts, but of superfluities. - 

So little are foreigners enabled to share "vWth 
us in a propensity so arising, that nothing tap- 
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]^ears:to theih so imaceoiHitiable as the strarm pf^ 
Britislj-emigrarits who put' themsdves to the 
trduble arid expence of traveling, for no definite, 
nor evfeji divinable purpose. At first it was ima-'. 
gined that our countrymen ha<i some interested^ 
motives, which they concealed utider an air ot 
carelessness and extravagance. The Turks, who 
are mj^ters of Greece, when they are interroga- 
ted by the lovers of art, where statues are likely 
to be. concealed, suspect^ with the acuteness of 
ignorance, that gold is the true object of the 
strangers* search, and that it is in the hopes of 
finding hidden stores of this precious itietal, they 
take such pains with their pick-axes and shovels 
to remove the earth and rubbish. At length, 
however, the folks on the continent seem con- 
vinced, that the English who visit it have really 
no object but to regard and examine their per- 
sons, .buildings, and various possessions; and 
the consequence of this conviction is, that they 
how consider us greater fools than they were at 
first willing to believe we were. Not having 
that turn, or those qualities of mind, which 
would carry them ffom the theatres, walks, and 
gardens of Paris, to encounter strange faces, 
strange manners, and a doubtful reception, —the 
probability of inconvenience, and the possibility 
of outrage, — ^the French are of opinion that the 
impetus which dirives us over to them, in crowds 
of all di^spriptions^^arises from a species of de- 
; B 3 
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twigement ; nor vte tbsy mgnAm in tafting^iie 
ittaadard of thdlr owa facuitie» and ccsidiict $b 
ih(3 t^st of reason isx others^ That artists bf 
prafeasicoH and sfavans by pifofesfiioo^, should 
jSoek to the finest, and wisestf city in the world 
fi>r insttructicMi, would not strike them as strange; 
but the motley groupes of Britusb that fill the 
atf eets of their c^iital, -^ loitering^ gaping* ^^d 
inquiring, but never iaultering, or seeming ei»!' 
ban^ssed, or appearing to feel that they are 
;tet at home, — ^c(xnpletely bewilder a Fi3eiM?h- 
masa'^ conclusions, and as he has no due witb- 
m Us breast to the meaning of this^ he takes 
d^e. usual short and simple course of deemifig 
that to be very absurd which he cannot up^^r* 
stand* 

. That violence of public curiosity and int^rwt 
.wJKteh is here centimes felt» and whidi driv^ 
iha wbele force of the nation's thought a|id «er 
.tion before it, in one stormy strean^, towards^ lite 
use. point. of temporary attraction, ianowiitt- 
iaiown in Paris. The best proof of this is^ that 
tbe most extraordinary event of modern time8» 
itfijs som^ of which was their own city^ which in 
its effect w^s most showy, and in its cqna^ 
jpences most important, is already out of th^ 
inetilthfii and appears never to have been deeply 
in the hearts, of the Parisians* Let any one who 
joaci^ects: iiie a^tation whi^ ih6 rnuri^^ of 
.tbeeMqrr:akKl the Wfllianison 
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iwer tie ^Uiated Kiagdom; how long liief3r 
fertEMd the excbisvve tcfpic of Gonvetsatioii mdtli 
^ pammsi old and youngs rich and poor, fan/d^ 
to biwsM^ at iiHh0.t rate our tongues would. hiM 
run for years, relative to the capture of LondoHi 
the subvierffiOft of the govemmant, and, whit 
ia mope intereeting stiUt the bivouacking of tho«i- 
ftinda of Cossacks in Hyde Park, and the adja- 
cent fields ! It mi^ fairly be asserted, that i^t 
single bearded liero, by whose appeannee. in 
London, a worthy seUer of prints, in the Stnod^ 
has contrived to render his namexxieval, and 
closely connected, with* the glories of iibe Alliod 
Monarchs, has left a &x stronger and.motfe 
permanent impression on our recollections, than 
that which the grand events of the months of 
March and April, 18 14, have made on the memo- 
ti^s and fedings of the inhabitants of the fVrendi 
capital. When you question them concerning 
^hatthen took place, they tell you facts that 
ifet English curiosity in a blaze ; but, from thsir 
manner, it is easy to see, that the ladies^ past 
vWhose windows the small numbw of skdla flew 
that fell in the city, forgot the circumataace the 
fiext week, and that it had slumbered ih eb* 
Uvion until it was roused by the int«rrogatkMs 
of ^trang^rs, who felt more interested thm them^ 
selves in the occurrence* ^t 

This indifference as to therapist, chiefly Jraea 
out of amorbidfy qoiBik«enaiiiili*y to. ^e:prftseiit 

B4 
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It is this that renders a ^ommtm Piinaiatf . M 
thoughtiess of travelling b^ond tiie C^mups 
Efys^es, as a planet 13 of daparting for .the 
next system. It is this that makes the events 
pf the momeiit fill their minds with a daz- 
jding sort of efiiilgence, to the obliteration of 
an the shadoivy impressions of experience. It 
is. this that.cepcl^rs them what is called v^tsbm 
iile; which quality, with them, arises out* of sbd 
en^igemeut with what is doings so excessive as 
tOtxe^e them totally forget what has been d&nsu 
t^Paiisiaii lady, who. laughs at the costume of 
bur. countrywomen, laughs at what i^e was her^ 
self. a. few years ago; but she will not .believe 
you if you. tell her that she lately wore .the 
little bonnet which now she ridicules. .Shew 
her the engraved fashions for 1806, that prove 
tlie fact, and she simpers in your fiice with an 
expression of increased poignancy, inasmudi as 
«h^ has ju&t.been convicted of an. error. . .. ; 
: This carelessness of the Parisians, as to aU that 
is out ot* their personal and momentary sphere, is 
abo to be traced, in a great measure, to the want 
of a general diffusion of intelligence relative to 
what 'happens among themselves. Their newsr 
^^^s are very imperfect organs of communica- 
4ioni pompaned with ours. A tradesn^an may have 
bis pocket picked, or the carriage of a lady ofcour 
^gi^Qce may be oii^rturned,, 01: .a marriage ber 
4rWeen. a.m^i^bsd aAfi;a coujft beauty n^y.be in 
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:fis6gcfs&, Hvd^ep^c^le (if Paris know nothing of 
:^em momesRf OttS' matters. I;>o6k at . the iftovprty 
:6f their pariiamentary anid police rqp<Hts ! Would 
.our nemmamgfrs be satisfied with siich tneagre 
detiEiils of such interesting a£birs ?> Observfeand 
.pity ,<^! total absence of misbellainedu3 para* 
grapl^!; those t^at introduce us' into the Ve^ 
hi^ot, of the times. The persons in power say 
that they chiefly dread the uncontrouled liberty 
of the press; because among a people so Hvelys 
r^fhieven licentious, as the French^ it would be* 
,to0ie the ii)^iiiment of pasquinadies, and libels 
against 'individuals. To me it seems, from what 
I'Coi^d observe, that society in Paris, however 
different; fifty years ago, is at present too de^- 
.ranged, 'too unmarked with conspicuous charaC'- 
t^rsy too undiscoveraWe, as it w^ije, for this evil 
<6 prevail to any great extent. . * ) 

It has already been observed, that it id easy to 
represient almost any thing jn a ridiculous or 
jdontemptible light. Our strong anxiety to learn 
^domestic news, and violent propensity tb detail 
it, may be open to a sneer ; bjit, if I mistake 
not, they form important: links to unite British 
society closely together,, which make each 'indi- 
vidual fed himself but as a part of one, and give 
to the body politic the fuU strengtii of all its 
component members. Wedi^e all here actively 
employed in thinking c^ahd about one anothier ; 
in France thfcy know comparatively nothing df 
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otte Another t k k needless td sfty in iMch c^afi* 
t^ pttMk spirit is most likely to fibdtttid. fiM 
tite Irtoie-iirork irf* a flation may be str6tog, eadi 
^f 'Its divisions must be let closely into oth^«^ 
fi>r th^ a Mow, ofi whafceireir spot it may fall^ is 
j^taixied with the united strength 4ff the whole. 
A huge British newspaper, — its pages dosety 
filed with commercial wants and supplies, with 
lAie arrangements of private convenience, thk 
solicitations of distress, the acts of public socie^ 
ties, the declarations of popular meetings, — the 
knarris^es and deaths, and accidents, and offencei^ 
that happen in the community, — the jokes of 
the day that are current, the arrival and depai^ 
ture c€ our fleets, the debates of our houses of 
p^liament, the announcements of our numero«fii 
literary wcx-ks, and ample intelligence ffom the 
four quarters of the globe, ~* is perhaps ^^1^ 
finest thing we have to shew, as a proof of our 
natiorial greatness, and the mofipt tru£^wol:thy 
meahs of rendering it durable. What an imittensii 
mass of intes'ests and connecting communications 
is here apparent, knitting the superstructure of 
our society together, and by its pubHcatian di& 
fusing throughout the whole a spkit of genenl 
sympathy, as an animating mind to the clenched 
iinion da, commonwealtib of ri^ts and pos^es-^ 
slons ! Each prmdncial town of any magmtoiie 
haibneor more of lliese circulators of pnblic 
letiintoent, and4^^(Ms df ^K^bMirly fedii^^ 
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.Tlhr fi^^ari. the trftdc^mni^ thd l^lievurer* :^ 
jteii8bed» ihQ igoprant, the fich^ tlie poor* m9 
by Hub jftems l)rattght together ; ~* they become 
Aorifar.fwith eat^ other's namesi oceupatioiui 
and concerai;*-— the cement of acquaintwce* 
^p binds &em together ; — difl^ences of .^^ 
liioa are daily encoiintered» and thus lose th^ 
tendency to produce rancour^ while they give 
k^nnessaiid independence to thought j-r-na^ 
Ikmal wsarmth is cherished ; the natu^nal ntfmp 
is endeared; the national character is felt>~* 
afr oonceided inflammables are diBcoveved and 
lemoved ; suspicion is prevented by knowledge 
asd fear by con&lence; — and when public 
emei^enties occur, the public resources are 
soon maridialled to meet them, for the people 
pf eviiMisly know whom they ought to regard aa 
leiidMB, where their means aive to be foun4> and^ 
(iwhat is more imporCant still,) each one haa 
mfale up his mind as to the principles by which 
his ^ertions should be regulated. Steadinces^ 
nnammity, and comparative propriety, must ne- 
oessariiy distinguish the measures of the country 
that is so intimately and firmly bound togeth^r^ 
and in which the impuhe that originates withjjts 
hoUest and most central organs, difluses it^eli^ 
"(ridiout intemiptioi^ to the smallest parts and 
itmotest extremities lof the framer 

To shew how ci^d and languid p^bUc aympa^ 
% is iQ tbe^breeat of the ^mih eomj^ed 
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mtti ite' stite in^En^and, it need only be m«i- 
tibtied; that' none of their periodical wodcs give 
a regular announcement of births; nmmages; 
kntf deaths. If any very^ conspicuous c^iaaracter 
has b&en aflected by one or other: of these 
casualties, 'a paragraph in some of the journals 
will state the fact ; but this is but one among 
many other proofs of the poverty and depeh« 
dence of their feeling. They are perpetually: 
looking above themselves with awe and admira- 
tion, or with anger, — and never* among them^ 
selves with frankness, self-respect, and good^-: 
tumour. They take off their hats frequently, 
but they seldom shake hands. They cherish; 
nothing of that personal consciousness which 
here clauses John to send intimation of his weds^ 
ding with Maiy, to the Morning Chronicle, that 
Thomas may know of it; — their Hiomabeis 
know nothing, and therefore care nothing about 
tkeit 'Jbhns. It follows that they never Joiriu 
hands in any public cause, the strength of which 
must arise out of private confidence ; they never 
unite cordially and'confidently against one over* 
grown and ill-disposed personage^ whose mis- 
chievous designs against them their mutual 
strength might successfully q[>pose, but whose 
power is too much for any of them singly. Their 
social spirit is not more deep or kindly than that 
which prompts an interchange of remarks and 
civilities at a place of public amusement, where, 
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T&AVELLIf^ PRpPj^N^7(y Qf THE SNOLISH. 19 

iftcliKi4i|a)9, whq l?,avie nQico»«rt with eachqiher 
iivsedws^/^tfiairs, exchange sinipers and nods un- 
der thje ^citw^ei^t of trifles^ 

I hATe tbu9 early gone at some length into 
thes^e yery important national pec:uliarities, as 
th^y distinguish the French from the English, 
because the gtB^aily f^ fr^avelling propensitif of 
the latter, which is deemed so wild and unac- 
countable by their foreign neighbours, is fairly 
tft.be, trjwed to the activity,^ inforw4ti*ffl# ^d 
tmmPtomki of .th#ir public mind- fc P^yhjg a 
IBlit.tp P^n^lit, surejy is but pri^ppr/Jqlbg^e 
s$ii^[ii(^pe,^f, our nilqierous fellpi/t^c^^y^jMyf 
i|K^.f>n>thjB:]roa4 and to ende^yoyr to yiodicaitj^ 
lli^ir.rtigtpectability as i^x^asf it h^ippens. ^.be 
ga^$d in question. The crowding to EraQ/c^e 
&om this counljy has been attributed to ^ nn^nift, 
sii4;t|»e, people of Japav and China, who never 
^, from home, woi4d.be particularly severe pft 
t^^ e^ixx from our shores. Long, h<^weye^r, 
may it.be Ihe ireproaph of our nation^ ths^tit* 
wns go about, while others sit still, ,-r^Qdth^t 
}ts i9stitutions advance, while othe^rs remain s^^ 
tionary. 
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CHAPTJER IL 



AI/ARG£crudfo on the pier of Dicq»]^ mm: 
from tbe deck of the packet^ ftfst csmeA^ 
file to^^ithtt 1 was about to land owfyntiga 
gtwnd, and mingle witk manners, ftftd lodls^ 
and las^age, to which I hod been unaccus* , 
tooled. This feeling, when experienced for the ^ 
fil!St tiau^ is a strong and a toudiing one. I am^ ^ 
itQt aduuned to confess, that I looked earnestly 
at the hiUs which rose before me^ to discomr. 
somethho^ French ^out them; they seemed^ f 
howeter, to be round and ^een, very mudh moe: 
tllose I had left bdbind. My eye earnestly' 
sought ojot the clusters of farm-houses ; — they.. 
indicatedlifeattd intelligence, that formed part of <: 
ardifl^raoit system of sentiments, manner^, andv 
e|:pn^ions, from tjhat to which I belonged;: 
The sensation that is caused by this conviction;^ 
19 :Sii9t;.easily described.; — you seem torte going, 
i^il were^ b^ond youysdfi — and youaee sur-j 
fm^, tp find 0^% y9iur exp^ieoce does notu> 
ivini^;.^^ antifi^tic^of aByx>f:> 
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the appearances that are about to present thefll*^ 
selves. This i^ a novelty, indeed, after a certain 
age, and Revives again, in the exhausted and- 
torpid bfeast, that activity of obil^rvation, quick** 
neto of fibe^tig^ and ^itfhlness of idea, that 
give to the moments of childhood as much of 
the essence of enjoyment as is contained ui 
years of after-life* While a traveller keeps with-* 
iti his oim country, he expects that^ with some«^ 
tiring new, he wiH meet with more that h coiA*' 
nion; he ktioWs how he will be received at ^e' 
innsrl^^ ^ eonversAmt with the aspect of tlte 
towns i and tiie vcfry features of the eaifth jK^ 
gttrd him, as he passes, with an air of old ac->^' 
qafiintanceship. But wh«n, fbr the first time, 
he quits his own country, he is preparei^ f6r- 
notimig ; every thing c6mes upon him widi th^ 
fticoe ef a first impression ^ and nothing ^tiotle*' 
hitn more than the numerous resemUaodeft -to* 
those objects and habits with which he i^fatni^ 
liar* These he least expects to encouriier, and^ 
atihesCj therefore, he is mcSt surprised* * The 
reported discovery of roaets in the itaoon; ^elt^- 
dted mere popular admiration than the aettfiint^ 
of any monstrous prodigy on its stirfa6ew<Atf)l 
have done. - - 

.As the packet entered the pie*, the int*tta* 
became stronger, for we wefe advancing witMff^ 
ctowdrof men and women, and into the b^i^ift-l 
6?otl|e strange ^ce. ^«-cMid alrelitl^^liew^ 
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16 FRENCH |.A0Ifi8. 

thfi.'K^Uilg6stchildren» a^d the most miserable: 
qf: tib^ )ppQr, talking a langui^e which w^ haid^ 
ttcien accustomed t0 consider as the proof of a; 
Ul^eral education. , It was Sunday, and th§. 
beach ^ and. quay "^ere thronged with persons : 
^aitlQg.tp see us land. \*^ For ihelwe^ Hefk-i 
ycpi/' x^ied an Ei^li;^ admiral's ^ lady^ !^<* lopkj 
at tbatter^^ure in the red petticoat!" -8^ was/ 
a fisbw0Q}|in9 and certsdnly presented bl figv^rpl 
very gtotejque st« an English ^ye. The geejf^ 
woven jacl^etsjoif these women are tight ar^^Q4i 
th0 ^aist ; the^ e^pajtision where the; petticqi|»tr 
begins is inunense, but the petticoat ^ itself i^t 
;3hort Both their h^nds are usually in their, 
pocl^ets ; they wadk r along with a cardess auii> 
hpig^xig forward their bodies ; — their physic^i 
notnies are sbarp^ bu%do not indicate rudenesil): 
and &om th^ir e^r^^^hu^ golden ;dr<^s and r^^ 
^re suspendedi t^t are bequeathed f|om m^t|)gF[ 
to daughter with pri^e, and preserved in they 
&,mily with care. Let me do them, the justicer 
to j^ise their cleanliness ; their dress is remark**; 
ably complete and trim; — their raised caps,^ 
^ith long loose flaps hanging over their sboul* 
derss are white as &now ; and I, had an oppor-. 
tunity of confirming this observation in other^ 
^wnsoff the coast> and on other days of the 
^eek baiides JSu^day. • -/ 

We could also discern Some ladies on the pier, 
i^d their flowing^ shawls, higb ;boimets, and; 
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triiUmm&^'g^t, htiSe otir young gentlemen pre^ 
parartberr eomplitffi^ts ift a new IsmgUs^e^ and 
in^a^ew^tyle; ^ I ^had beett told not to expect 
much female beauty in France ; but the first 
face I a)uld distinctly perceive, vr&ns that of a 
very beautiful French girl^ who leaned, with an 
air of triumphant weakness, on the arm of het 
beau, a fierce fellow, with a codked hat and 
cockade, while she regarded MS witib a loc^ 
which cannot be* described otherwise than by 
saymg that it conveyed, with a inarked intui- 
tion, the quintessence of 'feminine expression* 
Her companions (for^ she was surrounded by 
several of her own sex} were excited into smiles , 
by the view of our party, whose appearance, 
sea-sickness, and a night spent on board the 
packet, had rendered very squalid ; and, as the 
vessdi advanced, they advanced alsoy to be close 
to the landing of so singular a set. Each bad 
her protector, by whose side she tripped with a 
conscious shortness of step, a soliciting bend of 
her form, balanced by a lively confidence in her 
eyes and smiles* 

But the most impressive feature of the crowd 
before us, and that which most struck us with a 
sense of novelty and of interest, was its mili* 
tary aspect. Almost every man had some indi» . 
cation of the military profession about his per*: 
son, sufficient to denote that he had been en- 
gaged in war J at the same time there was a 

c 
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18 XmilB' ASQKX A^PSCT. 

self-wil)ed variety in t\m di^e^B of eadii, whicli 
had a very unple9aant e^^ct, iiiaflpn>cjb us it 
prevented us from recognizing that sUmped fn*- 
surance of legitimatnf as an armed force^ whiph is 
impressed on the aq^t of British tro^s. We 
could scarcely imagine, that the darkpvisagsed 
beings, some in limg loose great coats, some in 
jackets, some in cocked hnita^ some in round 
ones, ^aome in ci4>s, who darted at us keen lo<d&a 
of a very over-clouded cast, had Qver b^l^c^d 
to r^m^ftto,^ stea^, cpotroUedf and lawful i — 
they seemed, rather, the fra^padients of birokep-up 
gangs, braver dextrouii» and fierce, but.uppiin* 
ciplec^ and unrestrained. Much of thia irregu- 
larity and angcineas of i^pei^ra^o^ wa^^knibtl^ss 
ooeasiQiied hy the great diabandmi^ of the 
army that had just tak^ ]^e* Th^ disl^ded 
had no call to observe the niceti^ of osuUtary 
discipline, altliougb they ttill retained such parts 
of their militi^ uniforms as, they fouM conve- 
nient They had not then either ptir^ts to 
occupy thdr time, or even prospects to keep up 
their hopes ; they still lounged about in idleqt^s, 
dlthoi|gb their pay had been stojiq^ied} and dis- 
appointment and necessity threw intp their faees 
an es^uressicm deeper than that of irritation, .~- 
appnoachingi. in.^t^ to the indications of indis- 
. criminate and inveta^ate hatred. Tliey carri^ 
about: 5nth l^em in ihm. air, the branded qha- 
isaet^HStica jof Jc»rlom men, whose .intere?t» and 
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A FRENCH AND ^KGJUISH CROWD. 19 

habits opposed l&etn fo the peace of mankind ; 
*— faen who would cry with the desperate Con- 
9fance» 

« War ! war I no peace I peace is to me a war !" 

KlHO JoHK» 

Vfhen a Mar^e hoy evacuates her cflrgo, 
the crowd on the pier is usually considerable, 
but how different in its general aspect from that 
wittch now presented itself! At the English 
vatering-jdace; the auriving passengers find col- 
iected to receive them, snug mercantOe physiog** 
fiesiies, countenances indicating a settled and 
comfortable mode c^ living, unmarked hy irrita- 
tion or a)a]tn^--and a kind of lazy independence 
of manner, whid> by those who do not possess 
a good deal of l^nowledge of the nicer traits of 
eltturacter, is likdy to be taken for insolence* Ifi 
the French crowds on the contrary, vivacity is 
every whore apparent ; — the soldiers are viva- 
idkmiriy surly ; the ladies vivaciously chamnng i 
the attend^t-porters and masters of hotels viva- 
doiisly soHcitousj the common people viva^^ 
doiisfy observant and assiduous. *' Permit me 
to have the honour to carry Uttle M$f Lord up 
the ladder ;*' said a Mow with a jiightcap on 
his head, and a ragged jacket OQ his back, at 
Hfye same time snatching up a littiie boy whp 
stood timidly in his mother's hand on the 4eck. 

c 2 
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20 A FRENCH HOTEL. 

He, and three others, foflowed the party to the 
hotel, and stood silently in the room. An En- 
glish gentleman, anxious to make his essay, and 
thinking that on these persons he might safely 
try his skill, addressed them in terms of obse- 
quiousness, which he intended to rival the French 
in their own country. " To what were he and 
his friends indebted for the favour of the present 
visit?" The spokesmto of the set repliied, that 
Messieurs, pointing to the three behind, and 
himself, had been so fortunate as to assist the 
landing of the bountiful English, and they 
craved the honour of being remembered fortheir 
services. " But why,'^' rejoined the Englishman, 
" follow us all the way here ; why not demand 
your recompence at the vessel ?" — " It would 
have been most impolite in poor people like us 
to have forced ourselves on your notice in the 
street,'* was the cunning answer, which could 
only be ' handsomely rewarded by a donation- of 
several francs. 

We entered the hotel with our eyes springing 
out before our steps, on the alert to detect 
curiosities.' The host led the way, talking such 
English, that we were obliged to beg he would 
be intelligible to Englishmen by speaking Fraach, 
A hasty glance, as we passed the kitchen, gave 
us a glimpse of a man-cook, Who gratified us ex- 
cessively, being exactly what Hogarth has repre- 
sented, as a specimen of the tribe, in the famous 
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picture of the Gates of Calais : — indications of 
soups and stews were abUxiidant ; and the female 
servants, in " fancifully wild CQsfiume," took 
their stations within view, their faces all spark- 
ling and up^ as we S|ty of soda water. 

The room into- which we were shawn» gave 
strong evidence that we were not i^ England. 
It would have been, fite and eJic^ant, if it had 
not been out of repair^, and dirty; Glasses pf a 
.«ize which we never see in our« oou)atry> bu$ in 
the hduses of persons of fort^ne^ b^ng on th^ 
ohc^dess white walls, in fiiai^^^ Uie gilding of 
which fwao mostly ^oxvi, Qi% f A iinagnificent 
marble darunney-piece,' and. a superb hearth of 
the same, were by.no means in harmony with a 
naked brick-^floor. W^h*hand basips stood on 
t^iesthat had been superb, in gold, and were 
stiU^^curious in carvings After our voyage, seve- 
ral >optfrations conducive to pf^son^l. comfort 
were necessary; these, sitcbasi washing, shaving, 
.con^bing, &c. were; aU to be perfbrmedi by all 
the j^arty, in the a-oom devoted to breakfast. 
ButfUie breakfast afterwards was good^ the host 
and/the waiters weqe civil \ and tfaeiif guests, in 
the^heattiness and freshness of theii; feelings, 
ibund eveiy things hpwever strange, and even 
iiiCQnttiodious, a source of . amusement and 
plelEisufe* ' 

f ; The house iitself, to which we, were led, de- 
serves r^nark, as affording a characteristic trait 

c 3 



Digitized by 



Google 
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of this country, Which stands prominently out in 
the view of the English as something to which 
they haVfe not been accustomed. It was vwy 
large, aild its size had an air as if it weireusdns. 
It seemed as if it could extend accommodation 
far beyond the wants of its present possessors, 
and they, on the other hand, evidently were fai^ 
clined to pay it no attention beyond what tiiMe 
wants demanded. Much of it^ in consequence, 
looked ruinous and deserted, and, as no cave is 
ever bestowed in France to pr^erve^ what, -in 
Englahd, is caUed tidiness, the exterad a^ct 
was loose and repelling. The roof seemed acdid 
and strong, but its strength only Miboideiied 
the owner to neglect it ; k>ng grasa sprcmg up 
between the slates, that were covered^ witb a 
sort of grey coat ; — here and there holes -were 
seen, that went through to the inside, adnaatttUg 
the weather, with all its accidents* ^ As tHem 
was room enou^ in the hotel for the^^inotiiles^ 
and all their purposes, without using the apiit- 
ments so uncovered, why should these iiolie^^be 
mended ? This is the general character <x£.l3ie 
common buildings in aH vthe Erencb toWM I 
have sieen. They are usually larger and stiton^er 
than is necessary for the mekx^th^f^mmmho 
inhabit tbemj the consequence % not4that'tihj$ 
overplus of good qualities elevates the x$oiidi<koi 
and adorns the apped;mttce ^f liie pex^cy'but 
that an aecuifately propoitiotied, -degree of 'Bl^^ 
. 4- *^ ' 
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gleet biiiigs them down, by means of filth, dihU 
pidatioii, ai»d desertian, to the level of humble 
1^ &it on tlus sidbject I shall have more to 
saywhealig^ to Pans* in the mean time I 
miaat jrenlark, thai in Englaad a limited and 
F9tM^ demand for materialg of every kind, ren- 
ders it i^sohsbdly necettsary tfatt nothing shall be 
wasted, either to give a privilege to idleness, or 
. from a fiMdish &sidnesB ^ displaymg qualities 
not reqpiired €» the pactiCaliu: purpose^ in view. 
I am awaffCt however, that politicid events must 
not be left ont of consideration here ; these have 
made strange changes in f nnce, and many of 
its babitations are now occupied by a descrqition 
of persons very difierent fircmi those fiir whom 
they wen ongim^y designed* 

It oftentimes happens th|M|b^umstances^ 
^Msh nm counter to eur ^M^s of com* 
fdrt and propriety, and (poit^he dislike and 
isdtaile of mere commdJM^nse, shed a pic- 
tozesque effi^rt, and iirteresting air, over the 
afqpeaiance of dbrjecits. It is unquestionably true, 
Jbat tiie foorms and properties that are most avail- 
afaia to poets and artists, generally include mudhi 
of moral evil and social inconvenience ; -*-the 
improvemeots of society will be found to les- 
sen Ibeir number. In fact, the labours of the 
pbilaqtbropist, let us confess at onoce, ace inimi« 
xaL toaome of the finest eeldtirations of poetry 
and paintinj^ being €alcubite4 to smooth the 
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24 TOWN OP DIEPPE* 

elevations of romantic heroism, and the depth$ 
of romantic pathos, into a very convenient level, 
admirably .fitted for the transaction of busine^ 
and the general accommodation^ but moofkionous 
in its character, and uninspiring in its tendency. 
Numerous proofs of this will rush at once on tbe 
reader's mind, and one may be derived from the 
interesting and striking appearance which the 
great, dirty, and uncomfortable houses of the 
continent, confer on its large towns. -Dieppe is,, 
on this account, a very pleasing object of Jview 
to an English stranger, who has a relish fef the 
picturesque. Modern improvement has not here 
stepped in as the foe to fine effect. The. streets 
are narrow, dark, and winding; the lofity houses 
overhang them with projecting spouts,, curious 
signs, and SM/Bf^ cornices.; — they br^ak iiito 
all sorts ofltlM, ~ends and fronts, pointied 
roofs, balconiSf^anii clustering chimqies. : The 
a.ncient slating rjepoM in venerable grey amongst 
moss and grass. The Scotchman who first touches 
the continent at Dieppe, will not be so mych 
affected by its aspect, inasmuch as Edmbur^, 
and other towns of Scotland, have.many;oftthese 
features ; but they are considerably more marked 
%iJie former place. , • ^ .v^Si- . 

It was Sunday, as I have already said, when 
I landed in France. No bells were heard, they 
had been melted down during Jtherevdiutidn; 
but old women and childjpen, *wjth- striiigi of 
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beads and prayer-boo^s in their hands, were 
seen coming from church/ The signs of deva- 
tipB, howeve?, were very sewtily strewed over 
|he surface of the towuij the shc^ were open, 
and buOTiefa wa^v^videntfy goi% forward. 

At the extremity of the town stand a barrier 
and guard-room, at which a body of troops is 
stationed, to take cognizance of incomers and 
outgoers. It was here I first saw French soldiers 
under arms, and the sight suggested the vast 
events in which they had been concerned. An 
Englishman's mind is peculiarly Open to these 
impressions, from his intimacy with the facts of 
his period j and one like myself, who has been 
for years engaged in speculating on the prc^esA 
of the French power, and the course andjwiv- 
dency of French ambition, if he have really beef[ 
smitten with the force of his themes, will feel, 
as I did, more than he can well express, when 
he first comes into the real presence of those 
objects with which his imagination has been so 
long filled, and that have So actively exercised 
his understanding. 

These military posts at the entrances of the 
French towns intimate very plainly, to the Bri- 
tish traveller, that he is in a country, where 
authority has been accustomed to stand out in a 
less disguised form, and with a more absolute 
spirit, than belong to it in that which he has 
quitted j and they further declare to him, that 
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the public character of France has been formed 
under different ffifluences, and her public man« 
ners moddkd according to a very different 
training, from those that have given to his nal^^ 
land her admired ^* forai andpressurfe/* 
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CHAPTER m- 



IN journeying aloog the excdlent roads^ and 
through the deUghtful villages of Normandy, 
the Englishman^ who finds himsdf* in the midst 
of persoiisaad thii^ of which he has scarcely yet 
learned to think but as surrounded with hostile 
images, will, if I may judge of others by myself, 
is>e struck with surprise, that, from thesepeople and 
ftam these scenes, he has been so long forbidden 
liynrntual hatred, and actual violence. WfaiJk[the 
novelties that m^ his view are sufficient to 
-keep his Acuities m a state of pleasant exa:cise, 
he is saluted with numerous similarities to his 
eldest and dearest acquaintanceships, that com- 
pletely estaUidi the doubted affinity of brother- 
.hood, and set a stirring the kindest sympathies 
of ibis heart He catdbes a gla^^e of the do- 
jnestie occupations of a peasant family as he 
npidly passes a cottage window ; — the aged la- 
liourer looks upward to his caorriage with that 
rustic hardness x^ eitpression which is so well 
known to him ; the rivulet glides as pleasantly 
tlurougfa thatTalley as it does in England} the 
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skies look cheerfully down upon him with their 
English faces ; the servants come with an air of 
frankness to assist him to alight ; he sees in the 
country towns the common occupations of trade 
all in motion, and presenting aspects with which 
he is very familiar. He says to himself, — can 
it be these peq)le whosfe throats I have been 
wishing to cut, and who have been endea- 
vouring to cut mine for the last twenty years ? 
What has kept me &om amongst them durii% 
all that time ? Here ate the roads/ here are' the 
accommodations, here are servioesiiibr moneys 
and smiles for nothing. This ifdeling, if I mis- 
take not, cannot be called silly : —it shews, in 
fact, how unnatural is the state of war; how 
little the people have to do with it ^^ that; at is 
the work of an interested few to the misciy^and 
destruction of the many; that its objects are iA 
general so vague and trifling, that^theyido/not 
present themselves as substantial' realities^ in- 
volving true interests, but hide themselves in 
the obscurity of state mystery, or stand exposed, 
when closely looked at, as the mere delusions of 
state crail. I could scarcdy help imagimng, 
when enjoying myself in a country, with which 
England had 'so lately, and for so long a time, 
been in rancorous hostility, that it had heen, 
during that time, enshrouded and rendered 
formidable by the vapours and storms of some 
surly enchanter, which being suddenly cleared 
away by "soft influences,*' a fair and serene face 
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uncovered itself wherewehadbeforecontemplated 
only darkness and mischief. This is among the 
first impressions caused by landing in France: 
hut I do not say that some of a less agreeable 
kind may not result from further observation. 

A French Diligence merits particular notice 
as a trait of character, as well as a novelty* 
As a carriage, its external appearance indi- 
cates it to be a mixed species, formed by the 
union . of a wa^on with; a stage-coach ; but let 
me confess that, however unprepossessing its 
look may be, its qusJities realize many of those 
advantages which. are found to result from cro^s-; 
ing breeds. It certainly is not so strong as a 
^aggon, nor so, lightsome, or swift, as one of 
our. Highfliers j but to much of the security and 
roominess of the former, it adds ia very cpnsider- 
able proportion of the celerity of the. latter. 
There is, to be sure, a great waxit of arrange- 
ment, of suitableness, completeness^ and nicety, 
visible about itseli* and aUit^,appurtenanQe3> but 
this, aft^ the first disgust it occasions is over, 
exdtes admiration of the dexterity of the people 
who contrive to get on, in every thing, with 
the j»QBt awkward and insufficient means in tl^e 
worLc^ very nesy^ly a^ w^U as they dp who ane 
the most exact and sofupulousin their prepa- 
rations. Bu^ness inr Engl^xid is qondu^ji)^ op.,« 
syst^m^ formed of a regular divi^W of U^ouri 
mi)BJX ^ecuiraJte^csilQulatipT) cf vrMt-m^s s^ft 
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required to produce certain ends: in France 
much islefl to individual adroitness^ to shifts, 
to accident, and to putting the best face on 
whatever may happen. Care is taken in ££^* 
land to prepare well ; the French think little of 
this, trusting to their quickness and cleverness 
when emergencies occur. An English coieh- 
man considers himself as a part of a tegular 
establidun^t, called upon to fill only his &vm 
place, and discharge his own duties. He accord*^ 
ingly conducts himself with appropriate precision 
and self-consequence : he arranges his great coot, 
and handles his handsome whip, witii the air otf 
an official person, who has certain ways of dmng 
certain things, which he deems as in^ottant 
as the things themselves ; and if any serious 
acddent happens to his harness or horses, he 
curses those of his brother functionaries in whose 
department the neglect has been committed. 
A French postilion is more universal in liis 
capacities, in prc^rtion as his administraition 
is less defined, and his means less complete. 
He is off and on his horse's bade twenty 
times in the course of one stage, without ever 
stopping the vehicle. As ropes are Ukely to 
break, he is not surprised or dismayed if 
called upon to m^nd those by which his horses 
9(re tied rather than harnessed ; and this he does 
^th packthread, if he happen to have uiy in 
his pocket, and with his garters if * he have not 
If a passenger call, he dismounts^ and pops his 
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fayea4 into the window as he runs by its side, 
httmtig the aimBiyis that ^w the coach to their 
i»i7ii.giiidaiicie>/-^a freedom which tb^y are ac- 
Oiiistomed iQy at^ therefore seldom abuse. You 
scarcely ever look at him but you fiudhim re-^ 
pairing an accideoty--^ knotting his whip» or 
inmding his9»ddle» or j<»ning a bridle, or knock- 
ing some part ef the machinery with a stone 
]^ked up &Qm the road. The progress of the 
tiavdlers does not stop while these repairs are 
making f — no embarrassment is discoverable; 
mdther disconcertion nor anger takes place. The 
bprs^ are aifanged in a strange order; a few 
Kipes loosely bind three of tibem abreast as 
l^depr% — one behind runs between heavy shafts, 
and carries the postilion, an4 a fifth is attached 
]|gi the side of tke <lattef, by die same insufficient 
and ooars^ siQi^ of ta<Me« Th$ whole set, e^- 
cqA : tb^ (me within the shafts, are thus free to 
epr^t, and prance, and zigzag ; and they make 
a gre^t show of availing themselves of thi& 
liberty. In truth, however, they are very 
^l^^ptable ; they g^ al(»|g at a good pace, and 
readily obey the driver's whip (which he em- 
ploy# mor^ tha^, his reins), notwithstanding the 
im]M9^ence thc^ pretend to shew by rampant 
pa^wings, ifeh^ment worting^ and deviating 
^uog^. The boFse in Fraobce g^^^ally dii^lays 
the native and natwa) appoarf^iuje of that fine 
anifnai« which is seldcmsee^i^ England. The 
particular. breed of ea^h^^oiiiice is kept dis- 
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linct, and in itspyire stefe» ain^-it'iaccaillfngly 
evinces that origin^il^fi^MdAp^fia^^ 
position which constitute what JdcaHid «Aa«aMH|0fV 
and which, putting utitity (Ntt^ofiJie.-qnesttDnvvii^ 
infinitely mor^ interesting -than combined ^ftt^- 
lities, and made-up perfections* - - . ' r m: 
A conductor is attached to eaoh^ Diligetfce^ : 
whose dutie$> if they were propedy laid do^wn;: 
would answer to those of our guards;, but^^his* 
c^ief business, accordktg^to hig practiee» is tx^ 
sleep, closely shut up in the Cabrioli^' {which wi 
a covered seatin froM), and .to taka hisfisMce^ 
at the head of the table, with the possengefSi^ 
at their meals. This used* to b^ ipui^xmary in 
England : the stage-coachmen in ^ur xjouatry, 
fifty years ago, wore large laci^ cocked hats,; 
and held it their province to <»rve for th^jr 
living charge^ . Probably they considered themf 
selves as standing in a sort of paternal relation* 
ship towards those who were entrusted to their 
superintendance for the journey, — which, if • 
it haj^ened to be one of any great length, wa$ 
thqn a very serious matten There is something' 
very primitive and simple in this cu^m: it 
proves that people were not then so mudi.iu. 
the habit, as they are now, of regarding every 
thing as trifling, and of looking with indiiFQreniJst 
at the skill which they do not possess* What ia. 
now called a trip from London to Edinbui]^» 
wp.s theipt an occurrence that gave interest i^r^ . 
dignity to the remainder of a man's existence 
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mA iH^ peinoiii^B wbo cmiducted this impor- 
tint mommeiity wps looked up to as one whose 
nspoM3>le flituatMm» and aniaent attainments, 
were more thi» suffideht to make up for any 
iMqpdtty of raiiL Engknd lias now advanced 
bpy<md this feeling ( ' her eaperience » so ex- 
t€a(rttve^ and her kistrumeiits so compfete, that 
almost all events ukI undertakings have become 
to her eommon*plac6 and easy. S3ie is no 
linger awe«stmck by dotance, and comeqiuently 
be* lait much of her reelect for stage«<!oachmeni 
whom she has se^t from the parlour of the inn 
t9^ the ktfc^n. 

^Fifficfe is still' in a much earlier state: and 
henc^ there is a racihess about the maim»s in 
her pitdvittoes, « wdl^asa marked distinction 
betweeli her cjbeses^ whidi cause her peasantry, 
and ikB; iiiUibytants of her country towns, to 
bear 'a much nearer resemblance to those of 
Scotiattid, .than to <iiose of Engknd. This re- 
senlblibice^ in other- respects struck me very 
fonnbly;, it exiatst strongly in point of dress, 
and the dished which ai« presented at the inni 
have a:very near rdationstiip to Scotch cookery. 
Ih tfaeaeiitstaiicee the ooincidenc&^must be traced 
to the early coimection between* the two coun* 
tries, ci which every reader of histcfiry kaiows. 
Bij^. 'tiscire is abo a Scotdi air about the inha- 
bHaMsaiKlxx>untiy(rf*Normandy; iThe features 
«f'tfie foBBoer ,hsve maachi^ thetScotch cant; 
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t3igic^^ Jibe^ki^^p^^ tC^tivationy the D|(m« 

deaocifU; 9ppewaiii3e of the pecrfde and animtls 
iji^tecdlect ixmnd. t^ Diligieiiees at the post^ 
baus08» <^^ ccmciiited ;to bi!i]sg Seotiftiid<jto'|oy 
Te«oll$ictkHDu The beg$;»rs wsisted to do ^t « t 
mai^ of. tiiem^^^ere :td6|it&;« muay paralytics^ r^^ 
ewi^ vaii^y of humane ba&muty 9Sod diakortimi 
Biadj^itd appeal tQ compas^cHu ;. Mo$t of tbese 
in England would have been teoniSnied inib^ 
|»irochial > ra^^ptaeles ftm euch, a^iffi^en^ -— but 
in Scotland, as in France, we perpietoal^^meitt 
Mdth ihnm in. ihej roada and i iBt&efet$» I ' idto^ hot 
mean : to aay«: : that mendicity isnat to be. foOkd 
iii : tire: :ftoaith«a division i of th» ^United ii^iD^« 
itim i *^it k jsbamefuUy eovmamf and the beg- 
gars! tiher^ aoe of ihe worat clas^ being thfe idle 
rather, than the inciqpiacitated, the prc^B^^e 
youn^ rathm* tlM^n the exhausted old. Disease 
in i£nglan4 howeves*, is seldom seto sdid^ng 
Beikf; it i^eedily .becomes the object of r^pdar 
fjmidmi jwhereas in :iSi6g|]tand you are nbt 
oftttJ imi^xfyoi^ but by bodily or mental db- 
Ximi9W^g»t^ij JXhe speciaek is, odoaequentLy^ 
mm^ sifm^i»g9i b^ttht national duuractnr aufiers 

>x:f^bQ>;ge9eiial:a«piBefe of the 'OotmtrytdMjlw^iben 

vti>ej99a&t)and the. ^a^ital of ^rano^^es^ttiifiy 

ikal^p^iti^ it n^Joest.i^ fcnnei graw.-^ ide^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



neX a kifigdmki tbat has stUifered. Many of 'the 
<i%Kateaus we'in niins; othen are inbidiitbd hj 
the poor^ whose children wiere to be se^nphyw 
ing inroofledS' and windowkss aPEtmmeiwhouieSi 
standing in.desdbite' gsGpdens, i^i^ ghrer/an ^ 
fifiecting token that calamity 1ms biiftllea the 
original possessors. Neglected avenues; un* 
employed oat^hooses, Qdftppro{MJated- means of 
variona kmA^ aU t^Mled to shew thatthe po* 
ptiktioiQ had been reduced in cireumstsinces as 
well as m numbers. < » . . . 

It is afficsaed, indeed, and by diose who ms^ 
te daemedgood adthorittes, that the agi^icakural 
condbion of Bramoe^is much improved s&ica the 
RendutiaA ; -^ in no less a ratio, it is 4aid,' tlutti 
Mie^fidhw The fact is OCTtainly not- impnri^&blet 
nor n£ all inconafetent with> what haa been stated, 
in .^e firstpbce, agrii^dturid sdenee has made^ !' ^ 
a considerable progress in Europe generally^with- 7 ' y 
ia-tbat period, aead this must have eti^uted a "V .^ 
oobsiderafale change for the belter^ in agriedl- 

tuxal practice in Fraac^aawdlasidse^er^e^ - ' ^ ^ - 
bad the old system continued : in the sd^ond^vit^ ^ - 
m not to be doubted tfait the breakmg v^ wT th6 :y ; ' 
Istige estates, conaequetit on the de s i O r tti rttMi of /' 
tile noUlityy and ther throwing^ of ^Ihtff ImkI ef i 
France, in smaller distributidils^'h^o^thiS-baad^' . 
4gd&para(iBs jof active habits, iiitere«tefd to v^der ' ^' 
> & afr fanfiiaUe as possiibk^ would W fofidiwed % ^ 
jbi imfKOTement of ctathratwn; >l%tf'q4|0tti0ii 

o a 
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56 :vm3JkGM i^A9Ct^ 

.^^«totber this snoBet^ pcodiictionof Ibbesjlli, 

:^ifiiehioertainb|ri»initMlf c^cw^ a wurce 

o&iaereaMd fifttknttd. jNTOtperity and iadividual 

'happcQesStbasin radiity been so.ta this kingdom? 

&dMi>ii0k fUIoir a» a matter of cowse, that 

idle gp0Vfii.0f*/grajii^ &c; must render a^peofde 

afltoetit ia .theic.gfisieralconditiOB; foran.this 

priii€i|dethet Iiidiap^iwhoB^ country produces 

^d and;.preeioia atones^. ^h0al4 be esteemed 

"aiiiealtlQer t^ of Leadei^aU^ 

street. It does appear to me.tfaat» .as.yet,J^ance 

faa& not ]»q[)fad miicli bei^fit $p0m .thealier- 

.*tioQ^: thesei^ae^^tohaxe beenx^Qiintei^^ 

eiAlaes: Jtttberta at ^work^: thwartiiiig. the heAi ten^ 

.iknckss: €^;.vUatGhas residted from her pdUticU 

ipiiai^9^;wf butt these chsngeic^ have certainly 

tea the fiiuiidatiaa ;ii»r.lmacfaa£dairs^gbo^and 

under aime.: supekiiiteiuiance ,it linust speeidily 

c.' Iflogjhk i(^. metition»; tlmt these observations 
c^i^y ^apjply to .tbe.coulitffy between Diepipe 
ai4 JSo0e«i^rlesa;af, the pharacterin. question Is 
|gy(i^)<»»hk bi^inteu Boum(aBd.Ftai8, w;^that is to 
ai^b it :m ]flii9t mnirked, Imt; tbe gtoeM caat cf 
%4iiM^iithexsan»e» Yjet^ aMiewgh jthe oonditiQii 
o£ the^^iMWiplibiaeemfld: lo^.I hadsQoniodcasictnr 
|ft.«bt$Wiff^ Jhat t^ aad4ntfiners:av&of 

%^Mfl^»t«> :«l4 ao^mling ta^fint appenrapce?, 

IM^ W>t^«l»^ ibr> |m%^ X vivas {nsfentedb 

1 e 



Digitized by 



Google 



"mth oiif :|)te%ai^esiid%«ts of ^^eonttodStatMieKi^t 

desc^ion in theifaoa«grac^uU&bles^..fl^ 
mterestmg n&rratiH^es, thMt hi^e tcmcB^^ 
tinental fcustom^* ^ Fe^ls^s^ ihtav i5ea]i(i3r\*iiid*6fc 
ap^af iqmie sa^swtiiEimingl^' ^e^aat,* alifdhgQbS' 
ticljr joyous^ teljie fancy of the ^bing Jta4 bfacp. 
In Sterne^s bccoant of :tiie daoeiagi gmbtiri^tef. 
wpper/ the young men, if^I teooUecfc ri^Mfyt- 
changed thexriJabotSi or woodin afaoes, ftfrxttibmi 
more heat /iAt'tbeir look, and>in)oi« adaptedbto 
Hvely mention $^^bti[t on the !ro«d:to BjokxBMtksy^ 
retained -them. Theae gave afrheavy p na m tg^ 
air. to the' stiepa of the kdaj x^rmet^^mf^s. 
'exacdy/Ae ** creatures of thef^rf^nentjf wbkb 
in in^nation trip on veliret verdfore^ wUi: a 
gaiety < that has. nothing of the coarsenesfttof 
ttaxih, and a tenderness that 'is pu&ifiedfmni the 
grossness of sense. It was evident ^nougfacrtiiat 
the gallantry of these rural: dancarfi -noil D0t a 
whit niore sentimental thaii vmfixsA'kmtMiam^ 
yards c^ our great North^road, "wh^ the ^paaamg 
coaehmen pay: l^eir deyoiffs ^ ih^ t aepttit w it 
diambermidds. NeverthdeM &t irii%ei&BikG€& 
oflVance is a very kgreeafe^ afidition^'itxi tbe 
0her tttrai objects liiat salute ^^th^ tr^ij^UiB^ 
stranger. The' oJd foH& ^tting ivith « imiof 
nuiiinatihg complacency by #e isid^oftlieiiB&fy 

3>3 
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vAdAf give a family look to the group 5 and tW 
youtfaM toupieiS) all animatioti, notwitfastafidkigr 
the utter absence of eataUes and dHnkaMes •-^ 
(which are ab$dutely necessary to e ven tolerdble 
g(ood humour when people meet in England)-^ 
and all activity, notwithstanding the heaviii^sr 
of their wooden shoes, a£R>rd a very striking sp6« 
cimen of a nation, wliaf*e the current of -exist- 
ence glides lightly on, -^ taking a bridoir turn 
from its impediments, catching spaiides firoiii its 
shaUowneto, and throwing a dazeliiig ^£t 
around even its deepest falls. Personal depri^ 
vations, of most kinds, are, prdbhbly, more nu- 
merous in France than in England; but it is 
certain that sorrow and suffering do not present 
themselves so frequently to casual observation 
in the former country as in the latter. The 
aggravations of a harsh spirit are more common 
here than there: the necessitous with us are 
perpetually quarrelling and tormenting among 
thems^ves. The husband spends his pittance, 
in getting drunk, and then tumbles home to 
beat his wretdied, and not very resigned wife and 
children^ cries and altercation are always heard 
near the dwdlings erf our miserable; but the 
Froicb pbor are of b diflbrent temperament, 
l^i^itminds do not swell and chafe under th<6 
infiue^e' of nev^ drcmustances, -r* thbi^, 
jprbbaUyi the cause of tiiis is that they want di^^tiL 
As it grew dark, #e |»assedi through somer; 
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«»ftIltQWB»i in ea4h>of wbiah. ?re .l«unje(}^lj|5; 
^v^ral tighted*up komea of r pijiUjic 4;ec<^J^%. . 
where ci^owill ^S both sexes^ were ass^m^te4 ^r 
^^p^|[KU»ently* all ^urte^mweas .ami 4eGQ^l^^ 
regaEi^^ wilh such weak beverages as^ ji^ Ti^, 
^piall beer, aodxio^^ -^ and gratify iug. th^ j^ 
gish propensiliea^of tiieir minds by the sound of 
fiddles. The' iabottring Englishman ha& rbut 
HUle duqposition^ toi'egaie Umkelf (iu tte comv 
pany of women, and is still less inclined to^s^i^yew; 
to his female equais those forms of 4i^(e]?ei^ 
and gaUaat ^ttentions^ which are paits ipf thq 
^^blish^d system, of genteel sodjaty. \ Itjwould 
^em as if he spumed courtesy from him in^a 
biUer sense af its inapplicability tO:tb^ neq39sa];y 
ooarsene^. of his condition^ The/qu|o]c ieeUng 
of what is ridiculous and unsmtablf^ .^icbf dis« 
ting^uishes. our people, ha^ a tendency; to make 
Ihem deride all forms that are strongly £pn*» 
feasted to fealiti^, and to thrdwaway^ witha 
desperate disdain, all that finery of manzy^ that 
is no|: of a-pieee with their circumstancestr. -r. 
i :As we approached to Roi^^ the rpsui jbedc^^ 
a. straight avenue with tnees on leacb side^/M^i^eh 
ia generally the. case igtear ^iie large tawn% of 
$Vance»' The uni&rmity jpfr Ime Ji^ch .tfak 
ftfesents to the eye after a> while ,^x)w%.tivesQ|ne ; 
]Nit as objects in tbe. neighbourb{ipd£,Qf;.c^ 
mustiin senna measure^Jbeassock^^^ 
^. af% : aiid:. regularity^ Athe^^s^ ani pre* 

: »4 
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paration of these roads may be justi^ej}^ li]^]^; 
ceitkmljrnot on the principles of rural beigi^; 
When we came :within a mile of tkp, f^i^lrof 
Normandy; we found large lamps hung Qye|c4:h& 
centre of the road by ropes passed completely « 
across it, and fastened to the trees oi^ each side. 
This is a mode of lighting which is gepera% • 
adopted in France, and has its origin in the 
exclusive cohsidenttioh that was paid .to the 
wishes and interests of theliigh^xlasses. Th^ « 
pedestrian must stumble on his way as he.caiV:; 
through darkness and dirt, by the sides of tibte 
road or street: neither footpath nor pavement, 
is prepared for his accommodation, and the light 
is thrown where it will be of use to the occupier 
of ihe chariot. Even in tolerably fine weatibeft ^ 
the spiectacle afforded by those who walk in the. - 
country near Paris is pitiable. The women drag, 
their legs, with long intervaU between oadh 
step, through deep and thidk mud, and has?e 
often to balance themselves> coot one, while the 
other carefully dives into the chasm to dip the 
foot into a tenacious shoe that has remamed 
behind. Indictments of parishes and presen* 
tations by grand juries, are means which we 
possess, and are not slack to use, for ensuring 
public convenience and right But thc^ arise 
out of the equality of our government, and lore 
employed under the influence of an established 
feelmg of personal independence. In theie we 
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ha^ yet the advantage of our continental neigh- 
bours. ' , 

The streets of Rouen were full of groupes 
collected round ballad singers ; a crowd waa 
streaming from the theatre as we entered ; the r 
caf6s (coffee-houst;s) appeared numerous and all 
thronged ; music was heard in most of them j 
games of chance were plajdng at some of the 
tables ; at others gallantry seemed the order of 
the evening. I walked into a bookseller's shop 
shortly after my arrival; the person mho at- 
tended, while I Tvas looking at a set of Rous- 
seau's works, before words had been exchanged 
between us, })ut into my. hands^ with a smirk 
and a bow, a miserable book, full of vulgar 
prpfligady. Had he been taught, by experience, 
that such pitesentations were- likely tp be ac-» 
ceptaUe ta the English travellers in his country j^ 
If we so account for his conduct, this anecdote 
is enough to make us ashamed of oa]>aelves.v ] - 
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CHAPTER IV. 



'THHE chances <si trav^ng threw amoiigsf 
-^'z our party a young Engfish «h6jdceeper^- 
who had taken it into his head to pay a visit to 
Paris of one week's duration.- He must, he 
said, be back to business by Monefo^, for the 
bustling time was coming on. He knew not 
one word <^ tl^ French language, nor a single 
individual in the French capital: his days and 
nights had been devoted, not to Belles-Lettres; 
but to the ledger; yet he was determined to 
see for hhnseii* what was fine in the Louvit; 
This, was the great object of' his expedition, 
and it was disappointed — for the Louvre was 
shut against the public when he arrived, and he 
did not stay long enough to enable us to fulfill 
our promise of procuring him a permission ta 
be admitted. He was an excellent national 
sq^ecimen, of faults as wdl as of good qualities^ 
—and furnished some amusing contrasts on th^ 
road; so that his introduction here ynll pro^ 
bably be held very excusable. Never were 
instinctive curiosity, personal confidence, add 
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regardless intrepidity, more conspicuous than in 
the travels of this personage. He knew but 
one side of every qu^tion, and he was as posi* 
tive as if he had spent his life in impartial 
examination ; he had provided for nothing, but 
he was quite sure of: finding himself comfort- 
able in every thing. He had not procured a 
passport, for he was certain passpcMts were all 
nonsen8ev--^th8y would never dare to stop an 
EngpUahman i one could travel all over England 
without a passport . He had no letter of creditt 
or French money €i any kind; bij^ be had 
plenty of bank-notes, and he would like tp see 
a JPrenchmmi refuse a O&tnk of Englandi qtotel 
Of course hfi was exposed to manor *difii9ulties» 
which» had he hem^ alone, he woiUd bavQ 
found %senoua ; but he .treated them, all with the 
utmost carelessness^ and attributed stbem tQ the: 
awkwardness and ignorance of thepec^eamongst 
whom he had. come. . > v .. 

. The first occurrence that |& Jittli^. sh^k his 
nation that op Eng&hman anight Mnde,! Uke a 
supeiior^ being, ever FranGe,^ just as iie^pleased, 
attending to none of its iSjistpms- or>.rulei^ dn^ 
tcettted with respeictful submission by' its inba- 
bitaaf^*~was ibe entrance of * a young French 
di^pcm officer, of i^ fine . cpmmanding %ure, 
and sfuthoritAtive expreasson of face, into th!» 
Diligence. Our shopk^per. saluted him ^h 
just such a look of iktniHar examination as that 
with which Sir Joseph^ Bankes would regard an 
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inhabitwi of It South JSea island on Hs first visit 
to Sobo. squire : bat liiere was^ a' checking 
hattghtioess iA the retained glances/ that soon 
had if{i tnflueiMb^ oh the spirits and behaviour <of 
dur. cpuntfyman. The soldier, it- was ea&y to 
see, had i)o feeliqg of* partialis towards the 
fereignetshfe had accidentally Joined : and fie 
soon expldned tjbe 43tate of' his' mind in . thi| 
resp^t, by .pulling out of his pocket asnufC 
boXi on the td^ of which there was a beauit^fifl 
pctf trait of Napoieon in^ enatnel^*^ He canied 
bis devotion so &t as to bear about /his person 
another portrait of the same individual s'uspende4 
by a black ribbon, worn round his neck« He 
was evidently a gentlanani and was the first t;^e 
had seen in France who bore that assursuice in 
his external appearance: this circumstance t 
believe repressed our co(mpani0n far more than 
the fierce sword and fiercer looks of the stranger* 
Beffldes, all that our traveller had read hi ^is 
cduittry's^ newspapers ! of oliiflt monstter Buona«> 
parte, ruis^hed into his mih^ and to have before 
his eyes,^ and ftejtually touching his knees,, a 
man who wore the picturea> of such a wretch^ 
yrho clearly regretted his downfall, ! and whd 
had most ]»robably taken a part in his dreadful 
de^ds, quite bewildered the comprehension, and 
ovetrpowered . the senses d the Englishm^i* 
Hjs probably would not have felt more alafmieS 
or hibrror-struck if Doctor Faustus, immediately 
after making over his soul to the Devil, had sat 
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down within six inches of him ; . or if one of 
those ImmanKeings who float'dbwn the iSariges, ^ 
jievounng corpses, Imdcoi*^ reeking fiohi such 
a repast to breathe in his fuce. ^ •; . 

The officer ; resisted c<mVersation iidth more 
firmness than is usual in France : it generally 
ha|^ens there that sulkineds soon gives way to 
loquacity, but oiir military copipanion cut off 
the approaches to his sentiments, and shut him* 
self up in almost total incommunicativehess. 
Gnce only he made an observation ^hich bore 
on the state of public affiurs ; — and it was per- 
fectly explanatoiy of the whole system cf his 
thirildhg— its causes as ^ell as its fipndiiioh. 
Something was said to convey a civil complin 
ment to f*rahce, in an exprdission of aatisfactf oti 
that she was now open to the visits of BngGsh*^ . 
men, and a bojpe was added, that thisi pleasant 
intercourse might last, and tiie trahqmllity of 
Ei£hbpe remain uninterrupted. — ^The remark 
wa« not addressed to the officer, but he replied 
toit^'evidentlyunder afetrbngimpul^ *J Very 
good; sGentlemen, — this tranquillity of JEuroj^e 
is a fine -thing, — but will it not keep me 
** Always a Captain ^''-^Tjo^otirsCapipathiej was 
iSEe^einphatic Gpnclusibn jcif thw sudden. feiirst; 
6era taciturnity, ^ , ;.i ! ' '- /- . ' 
rMi ^ not long continue • with ,ui^:' and t)ie 
U^yeTDler^of a weeli l^blceSdf *^ thiih a8;he del 
sanded the keps of ^tfie vehicli % 4 Sfoil tboks 
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after the smoke of a piece of ardHery, that hall 
suddenly gone off near him» and startled him 
more through the infiuenee of surprize than of 
fear. Our countryman ivithdrew his looks, 
slowly i^am . the disappearing object of his as- 
tonishment^ and then fixed his eyes on ours, ait 
it to say—" Well this is scytnetinngj however P^ 
To those of us who had spoken to the French- 
man he addressed himself with that sort of 
admiring curiosity for infonhation, which ttie 
crowd, who visit a menagerie of wild beasts^ 
shew towards the man who dare put his hand 
into the lion's mouth, and venture within reach 
of the tiger's paw. " Did he really, then, like 
Buonaparte?" — Had he been at Moscoxv?"—- : 
•* Was he likely to rebel against Louis the 
Eighteenth?'' 

But this serious surprise over, there was 

tsomething indescribably droM in tlie easyiscorn. 

^witii which the person in question encountered 

all the novelties that the roads of France pre«* 

sented^' — except indeed the novelties of the 

table, against which he vehemently pi*dtested, 

and for some time maintainied a very determined 

resistance, — repulsing from him fricaseed pullets 

and steVed veal, with a haughty disdain, -untH 

he was subdued by hunger, as many other in-. 

^d^^etident spirits Imve been before hlm^ From 

%^ tiups, tod, in which coffee was served up^ 

'lie shitiiik a iittle at first; in as much as they 
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Struck hm ^ !?^g very like ibose that hold 
ppmatum Jin £ngli^ud': but» wi^ ^ these pre* 
judic99,. there was an a|iparej9i( deterniination 
about him ta.see.apd t)]^^k ifpr himsdf, which 
denoted an active and not a weak mind: it 
seemed, firoip his marmer,^ as if he felt it due 
to Im country, while he "^as absent from her, 
to laugh at of abuse every thing that differed 
from her customs, but that he would aftex bis 
return, ponder upon what he had seen in a 
more impartial spirit than that in which he hfid 
observed. , ^ .. « 

At one of the stages 09 the road to j^aris a 
friend fell into conversation with a.Fri^nchmiEiii 
advanced beyond the middle age, : who 9poa 
discovered th^jt he was, and had been,!afak)h&d 
adherent to the family of the Bourbona; p»T 
^d the short period of their return yet cemoved 
from his n^anner that aii? of repfresaed, feeing, 
;and concealed opinion, — of trembling suspiidon, 
and shrinking cautiop, — which arisjW ftom, a 
coni^cioustfess of belonging to a beaten and an 
pbuQ^ous party. If this bear withit the ex- 
pression >of weakness, th^ unchanging, devotion 
. an4 resigned ?aidurance with jsrhich it ijs CQupJed, 
<2ause the gj^ni^ral charade^, to take au.ele^atijQn 
iirom its vj??y depr^sfiioi;i,..Hnd # gWlwlewr,,from 
ita^piy ipftrmili^Sr. TJhd^^ 
jysl^m, deef^iiiig .the inn. an unfit p^ace for iW- 
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cott^e, to talk fcmdly of the itvlving lilieafi 
and inquire anxiously whether the sulferings <^ 
twenty year« were now to be succeeded by 
ample restoration and fecial favour. Here 
Ili0y f<mnd asseAibled an interesting French 
family: the grandmother' bent with age, sat 
beside a wood fire; the wife rose to receive 
them with a look full of recoUebtions of the 
past, 4nd a manner uniting ease with reserve 
and distance with affability. A fine youth; her 
soft, and two little children completed the groupe. 
Mingled with the politieness of the recq)tion 
there f^aeid be seen 'Soi expression of interroga- 
tion, and suiprize, denoting that for a long time 
€h^ had been uriaccustoiAed to visitings, that 
Jbhe routine of their liv€» had for years been 
narrow ^amd unvaried, and had at length pro- 
duced an ejQect on their nlinds, causing them 
to think much of trifles, and wonder at that 
which' had but little in it of the remarkable. 
The children came up to the strangers and 
Cdiieh^d'tbeit'clothe^ as curious persons touch 
a suit' ^of annour in tSie tower. The- h6ads <rf 
this family had lived out ail the horf^ors of the 
temjpisde in terreur, but they had stififefed much; 
and, a^ 4f a fondness for alarm hiid'^^brisen out 
of the tarotibles di*y iiad experienced^^ tfeey* per* 
ii£ftte»dilieftisdves to be thrown intd needless 
omstionatioi^ by the adva^fifce of the Allies,-^ 
pMdiiag nf all Cheii^t^fe msftters t6 glitf out of 
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iMiifrt^'^Bil^tl^ aarthies wei"^ bf no m^m 
mmfii^ifBt0i!4^^^ The mcttttiomilgf 

^ l^^natiaeof Louis XVL forcibly shot a pang 
JM'clsBfitb^ frames';! and whm I^uidXVIiL 
irw^ awoken O^' lit ^emed to give tiieift'bat smafi 
mmcBmtei o£> better <da}%.i They a^jpestred to 

v/U' ^^< AilictwfcVet^ enttmout'd of tKeir parts,' *• 

3;;The liFreikihiiian, with s<»n«tMQg of a^ com 
wgneiitiai bustlfe» : ted the 'wsty iip stairs to what 
hfiDca&ldhis ^/tai^jr theiro«ttn'wds fnll of stuffed 
spe^^ens of aQ> tlie birds and aniinais of his 
amghbocirhooti .weasels, hawks; pigeons/ &c.--^ 
togetl^er with shells, stones and grottos, artificial 
ftawers, ciirious watches and time-pieces. He 
pointed toi his t])easutes with silent looks that 
^i^atedcmnplacently on them, on his companions^ 
Wdion himself; anil^ufter permitting admiiiatio*i 
telinckdge itself a while, he said, it was thus he 
amused ibis leisure hours* It was iafletwards 
fouzidi that he had furnished almost every house 
in the village in the same way: the villagers 
wete enabled to decorate their chimney-pieces 
as. museums by his bounty. On descending 
again, ^tie of' the family asked if their guests 
wouid^Mke to see one of their own country- 
woiAcsi who lived in the neighbourhood. She 
was aipnt for immediately, — and the children 
got dose to heai^ £kiglish spoken; /but this. 

£ 
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f&x^ah emigfapi had almost ftitgottieAiierfMttiVft 
j^gu^, und. deemed xoore embanmsed.tliaQ 
pleased by' the trenCoutre. 
. Beyond Rouen the road ;wa» litted with apfde 
laad pear trees ; and as we craaeiniMrer to Paci% 
the ivineyards spjn^ad. th^selvie^ ob each sidi^ 
throwing a fine tint over the face of the couiitrjr 
by their broad leaves turned to ^, reddish yellow 
in the decli&e of the AutOinn. Many objects gave 
notice c^our abroach to the capitel; and soine 
of us became restlessly /fitdug^tfol' in csoiiw» 
quence. At last a Frenchirifin pdi^ted out 
Montmartire; tsddng caxe to explain to ui^ aa 
strangers, why he requested particniar attention 
to it, by a reference to the battle that plaoed 
Paris in the power of the Aliies, and caused die 
overtibrow of Buonaparte's government* W« 
replied that we had heard of the circumstances 
before, — and we feit as if it were pleasanter^ 
for a little while at first, to contemidate what 
we sawt than to hear at described. ^:j» 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE.great strength q{ that attrd€ti<m yrhick 
ha? djcawi). 30 nmny thousands from ikmm 
I^n4s io.the «apita^ of France, b not, I d^ 
pxehendy i^a muqh Xk^ influence of what am 
g^erally, understood by the term curiosities i^ 
•*-it chiefly arises^ if J mistake not, outof th« 
ifti^apge e^ent^ of tib^ times that are just paat^; 
tbesehay^ givep to thecJ^Pgdom in question, a. 
character of the romantic class in our public'9 
estHuation. They rego^^ded it during the season 
9f their exclusion, wMh sentiments of wpnder, 
certainly not unming^k^ with awe. Th^y knew 
it only in tremendous results, as a volcano is 
known; the interior process, by which these 
were produced, Was hidden from their eyes, and 
formed the subject of many an anxious, but 
uiptcertaiii speculation : it was natural, therefore^ 
thflKt they should rush towards it at the first 
nofMaat of admission, impelled by th^t strong 
Sddmg which the miod experiences, when the 
aceim of gireat agitations, of remarkable qc- 

£ 2 
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currencesy or the seats of formidable beings^ 
are suddenly rendered accessible, after they have 
been for a long period watched with ceaseless 
vigilance, but defended from observation by 
imminent xlanger. One would eagerly go to 
see the lair from which the lion had just been 
driven: his late presence would be sufficient to 
direct breathless curiosity to even the commonest 
weeds and bushes. The blank sand left by a 
deli^e would excite the sublimest emotions; 
aild an opening in the elirth, filled with stagnant 
waiter, which we should pass unnotitied if un« 
mformed of its origin, rivets our st^s, and 
suggests almost endless meditation, when we 
learn that it is the effect of an earthquake that 
has caused the disappearance of cities, and 
spread terror and destruction through pro- 
vinces* 

Paris possesses this S(Ht of moral and histo- 
rical interest in the greatest degree: but it is 
also rich in what is calculated to strike the eye^ 
by picturesque and grand effect; to satisfy the 
sensualist, by supplying various and artful en- 
joyment; to delight the gay, by dispensing a 
profusion of captivating pleasures; to gratify 
the tasteful, by a combination of skill, elegance, 
and feeling; to suggest reflection, and plea- 
singly employ research, by effigying the events 
of a far distant date, and picturing manneri 
that have long been obsolete ; to administer ta- 
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tte wants of the scholar, by supplyii^ vast 
Ck^Uected stores of all the materials of hHman 
knowledge ; and, in fine, to afford a matchless 
treat to the student of mankind, by discovering 
and displaying to even common d^servation, all 
that can give a thorough insight into character 
and condition. 

This last circumstance forms the most extra- 
ordinary peculiarity of Pauis. Compared with 
thi6 cities of most other, countries, it is like a ^ 
glass bee-hive compared with those that are made 
of straw. You see, without trouble, into all 
its hoards; —all its creatures perform all their 
operations, full in the face of all: what others 
consign to secrecy and silence, they throw open 
to dayJight, and surround with the buzzing of 
fluttering swarms. Of the French, or, at l^st 
6f the French of the capital, it may be said, 
that the essence of their existence is a cori' x 
tcioumess of being observed. People, in general, 
permit this only to take its place with various 
motives and feelings that check each other, and 
produce a mixed conduct, — in which a person 
lives a little for his forefathers, a little for him* 
sdf, a little for his family, a little for his friends, 
a little for the public, and a little for posterity. 
But the Parisians, (for to them I confine my 
remarks, as they are the only specimen of the 
nation with which 1 am acquainted), live only 
for the bustle and notice of present society. 
E 3 
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Hence it' is, that they have not a notiQn of f&- 
tiTeaent, even where they diress and sleepi but» 
at; the ^xpence of much convenience, receive 
company in their bed-rooms» wfaidi are furnished 
acj^dingly: — hence the cleverest individuiilft 
are not happy, unless they mingle with the 
silliest in coteries : hence Paris is iuU of literary 
societies, libraries, institutes, museums, &c.: 
hence every thing choice that it possesses is 
made a Common exhibition of; and the mul- 
titude are invited to examine that which phi* 
losophers only can understand, and admire that^ 
the beauties of whidti can be only appreciated 
by cultivated intellect, guided by refined 
taste. 

The effect of all this display is striking in the 
extreme ; and further, it is most advanttB^eaUl 
for strangers. The value of the character thSit* 
occasions it is a matter for after considdratioA* 
It will occur, however, to every oncj at.tlie 
instant, that, although it is very deixreSAe to 
have living models of female beauty exposed for 
the use of the artist, the obhging creatures who 
so expose themselves, do not occupy the highest 
place in our esteem. — It may be asked, -t- and 
the Parisians will ask, with much sincerity, — 
what are graces and charms given for, if Ihey 
are not to be brought out to notice ? One must 
be very metaphysical to answer this question in 
form, — and the sound feelings of my readers 
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wbsfance* I 

. The present work is. intended to ccmQect the 
separate sources of interest that have^ been ads 
verted to, more closely than has yet been done; 
90. that eaph object in Paris may bear on the 
mind with a force, concentrated from all ; of 
thein that are in any wise applicable to itsel& 
Xhe: view of external magnificence m^y be 
randered much toore touching by a reference to 
^: complications and reverses of human f<m 
tiiine4>f which the interior has been the scenm 
A eomtncm liunp-ppst is worth a look, wh«a 
pointed out as the instrument of revolutipnafy 
e^cecutipn. AparadeintheP/ocr^esfi^CVoti^/fQajr 
fee revered interesting to more than driU-seh 
jea^ts, by calling up the recollection, that the 
mm who are now practising the, lock -step. id 
lrt>nt cf the window of Louis XVIIl^ are those 
ti^bo tJbsf^tened England from the shores of 
Boulogne^ who blew up the Kremlin, ^nd rsi- 
tired, tfajrough all the horrws of war and AvinteQ 
junder the standards of Buonaparte! If .a 
ji^gler's ca^bidon on the BorJlevarde^ can be 
made to iUustrate a characteristic feature of tb^ 
pet^le lamong whom it takes place, let ns stop 
witii the children to look at the tricks. , £veo 
the high and huge bonnets of the French fe? 
males, . I . must candidly say, although nr^ 
countrywomen may frown, contain matters weH 
: E 4 
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worthy of regard ; and it is not the legs of the 
ladies alone that are exposed in Paris by the 
dirtiness of the streets, and the want of pave* 
ment. . ^. 

A living author, speaking of Rome, says that 
^< he who delights to range in thought over the 
past, and to converse with the great of ancient 
times, will here find ^n inexhaustible fund of 
information in every street, and the memory of 
some noble achievement or illustrious person 
meeting him at every turn/' The historical 
associations with the streets and buildings of 
Paris, in the mind of a stranger, are not of sO 
agreeable a nature. To rake into the ashes 4^ 
the past, merely to find something offensive, is 
not either a dignified or a humane occupation ; 
but we may be permitted to descend amlong the 
foulest vestiges of disease and death, for &e sak^ 
of deriving from them useful instruction and 
striking examples. It is due to truths —* and it 
seems to me absolutely required by present cir- 
cumstances, — to state, tliat the impressions 
which Paris makes on the feelings of him who 
^ for the first time approaches its barriers, do not, 
at all coincide with the favourite boasts of its 
people, nor support that splendid national cha- 
racter, which, notwithstanding all the acknow- 
ledged national faults, they persist in thinking 
the predominating distinction of France, in the 
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ef^ of an admiring world. In their capital, it 
is true, are collected all the trophies and com- 
memorations of their arms, — the glory of which, 
as they fancy, strikes out with a lustre that ob- 
scures every thing but itself. In it are amassed 
the choicest treasures of art, th^t have been 
taken from their native and natural seats, to ex- 
cite the wonder of* crowds instead of the sensi- 
bility of a few, — and, like other exotics, to be 
the objects of formal care and magnificent accom- 
modation that ill repay them for what they have 
lost : — and in it are Palaces, Pillars, S^avans, 
Theatres, Gardens, which a Parisian, who; carries 
Lemonade on his back, will tell yoii renders 
Paris indisputably the Athens of Europe. But 
although a stranger knows he is arriving at all 
this, it is not any of it that is first suggested to 
him by what he sees and recollects of this famous 
place. Bloodshed, fickleness, and falsehood, are 
the overpowering ideas that rise in his mind on 
this occasion, and, however indisposed he may 
be to illibaral impressions, he feels that he is 
entering where nothing is secure, or can affiyrd 
security. This is the most horrible of all feel- 
ings ; and Paris inspires it more than any other 
habitable spot on the Globe. Go where one 
¥dll elsewhere, there will appear some respected 
ground, on which he who gets a footing will be 
safe; there will appear some sheltering, if it 
even be under gross prejudices, or be only de- 
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rtvable from the factious spirit- ttf one parfy 
eager to disappoint the passions of anotfaen In 
Turkey the cry of AUakf will ensure good 
treatment : to be received as a son by the 
fiercest American tribe it is only neoessary for a 
stranger to bear suffocation over kindled straWi 
and allow his body to be the bed of chevaua: de 
Jrize of lighted matches : the Hottentots, though 
. they might be tempted to commit (Mitrage by a 
cordon bleu and gold cross, never forget die re- 
spect that is due to a patch of filth stuck i^pon 
some conspicuous part of the human figure : 
even 

—T — " The Cannibals that each other eat, 
The Anthropophagi, and men whose heads 
Do grow benea^ their shoulders/' 

will in general give protection in return for i 
conformity to their standards of manners, and 
codes of morals. But Paris does not pres^it 
you with one system of opinioiw, or course of 
(Conduct, that has not, — (I do not mean in tib^ 
lapse of years, naturally causing a progress, ok^ 
if ypu will, a change of sentiment, — but in the 
fuere freak of the day, lasting but for the day,) 
^^betrayed those to destructiim who trusted to 
its popularity. 

Just before reaching this Capita], the travel- 
ler passes through the town of Saint Denis, 
which may be almost said to form one of its 
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sobxixtis*: Here atandskihe famous and beautiful 
Abbey, which had from its foundation in the 
earij ages been the mausoleum of the Sovereigns 
of France, till the xoth of August 1793, wl^^u 
the Parisians assembled in the Champs EttsSes to 
oelebrate^ by what they called a national festival* 
die acceptance of one of their new constitutional 
codes. The arrangement of this civic fete was 
entrusted to David the Painter, who has not yet 
got rid of the impressions of that period, but still 
gives us, on his canvasses, Assassins for heroes, 
imd Butchers for patriots. It has been described 
as combining all llie absurdities of Pagan idola* 
try with the most ridiculous mummeries of cor* 
rupted worship : -~ fraternal kisses wete mingle^ 
on mouths thai had actually drank the bk>od and 
gnawed the flesh of their fellow creatures: — the 
Commissioners of the Sections grasped the olive 
branch in one hand, and the mcrUsted pike in 
the other ; and as a bit of amiable sentiment^ 
wiiich must alwajrs be introduced by the French 
in whatever they do, birds were set freCi with 
light collars on their necks, inscribed with the 
rights of man, that in their flight they might 
carry to Heaven from the Jacobin Qub, ^d the 
crowd of September murderers, ^< testimonials 
of the restoration of liberty and happiness on 
earth T' It was on this day, that the worshippers 
of the National Genius, and the invokers of the 
National Spirit, proceeded to Saint Denis to 

6 
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consummate their national celebration by din* 
mantling its fine and venerable Abbey, deaitroy- 
ing the tombs of their kings and heroes, disin« 
terring their remains, and administering to the 
wanton merriment of the rabble by fomishing 
them with the skull of Henry the TV. to use as 
a football* These are among the first recollec- 
tions suggested to the traveller by what he sees 
in the neighbourhood of Paris ; — and they make 
him feel, I rq^eat, that he is going where there 
is nothing secure, or that can afford security : 
for what confidence of any kind can exist among 
those, who, in the vanity of the present, lose all 
respect, affection, and even tolerance for die 
past, — who reconcile what is most atrocious in 
practice to the boast of fine principle, who com- 
mit the meanest actions in the proudest feeling 
of vain glory, and the most cruel, without for 
an instant doubting that they are models and 
miitors of politeness? 

The traveller, proceeding onward from Saint 
Denis, arrives at the barrier of Paris on that 
side. It is guarded by Douaniers and Military ; 
the former are provided with steel weapons, 
much like small swords, to probe into the load- 
ing of waggons, &c. for contraband goods. The 
stoppage here, the appearance of the instruments 
of authority, all so much harshen juidrabsohite in 
thair air thaosiithose to which her li^ beaiE :b^us« 
tomed, and the long prospect up the narrow and 
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d&tty Roe du Faaa^bo^rg^ Saint Dem^ crowded 
mth persons of the lowier orders in strange cos^ 
tumes, do not remove from the Englishman^ 
arriving in the dusk ^of. the evening, the im- 
pT^ssions which the town of Saint Denis ocoi- 
sioned. . The lofty houses, on the contrary, seem 
to frown blackly on him as he passes, -r-^ and, 
glancing back his eye at the barrier, he almost 
i^rinks to find that he is within it. He remem-; 
bers that it used to be shut, to the destructicm 
ofDumbers, at the sound of the Cannon and the 
Tocsm, those terrible signals of confusion and 
slaughter — signals at which the good trembled 
and retired sadly within their houses, to wait the 
infliction of some new enormity,. — and. which 
called forth the bad to organized depredafioift 
and carnage. . M 

Still advancing, his carriage passes under the 
porte Saint Denis. This is a fine massive piece 
of architecture, simply grand, and gives to the 
English traveller the first proof that he is enter* 
ing a city where much attention has been de- 
voted to external decoration, and . the magnifi* 
cence of. the buildings has long been considered 
a favourite dbject of the government's care, and 
the nation's pride. It is seveaty-two feet highy 
by seventy^two wide. The bas-reliefi, &c. were 
in part executed by the ikmous Girardonv who 
was only prevented from completing them by 
being called off to achieve the splendid glode$ 
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6f Yersailles. This erection^ which is mdre pro^ 
peiiy a triumphal arch than the gate of a town, 
was built to the hcmour of die victories of Louis 
the Fourteentlu The rapidity of this monarck'a 
conquests in i6y2f setjns its histortan^'-'the 
passage of the Rhine, and forty strong pkces^ 
and three provinces sobihitting to the laws of 
the Conqueror in the space of two months, in- 
duced the town of Paris to elevate to him a new 
monum^it* Like every other mimument whidai 
Paris contains, it now principally commemorates 
the ingratitude and inconsistency of the people. 
The inscriptions in honour of Louis were de- 
stroyed,asaEVaich writer says, "jpew fc deUre revo- 
IttHannaire.** Buonaparte, with his usual feeling 
linr justice, and magnanimous regard for the glory 
of others, had his own name inscribed on the 
entablature; and, under some of the letters 
indicating the late existence of his imperial 
^nranny, there were still to be seen relics of the 
reign of terror, in bits of the words Liberie^ 
EgaUtS. They almost seemed to have been 

;* ^^ ;, left purposely by those employed to 'make the 
. bst alteration, as avisible reproach to their coun- 

' -.'-^<^trymen, who in improving their condition, have 
' '' never stepped sh^rt of the opposite extremes 
cf impropriety, and whose vanity has never been 
diecked from emblazoning their present moods» 
and their £e»hioiiable systems, in all thegranp 
deur of decoratioo^ and the tinsel of language^ 
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by the circumstance of their all in turn heaping 
disgrace on their predecessors. The Porte ^aint 
Denis, when I passed under it, was, in conse- 
quence of the restoration of the Bourhons, re- 
turning back to its original office of displaying 
the trophies of Louis the Fourteenth ! The better 
way would be to leave niches in these public 
monuments, in which different heads sTnd names 
might be slid as occasion requires, in the same 
way as liie ever-changing days <^ the month are 
fiidiato the dial-plates of our clocks* 
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''E have* aii English comedy -r- {not a very 
good one) — in which a Worthy. L^ndpii 
^aten who has been led into Wales, professes 
di)e uttaost astonishment that any one can see 
beauty in black and roughJooking hills, with 
torrents impeded by stones, and rushing between 
irregular banks, falling down their sides. He 
a|>peals to the smooth and level mall, and th^ 
ckreflilly preserved canal of St. James's Park^ 
^hich he says are called fine by good judges, to^ 
prove that their immediate oppbsites must be 
defbrmrties. * My readers, therefore, who are 
dbequing this account of Paris by their owii 
nations, formed on the spot of observation, 
nitisj not even be surprized, far less angry, if 
thtejr-ltnrf that I totally dissent from the state- 
ment^ ttie;^ hkve been giving to their friends. I 
A6l ^th' lAany English there, who could see 
n&tl^k^ biit that the streets were narrow 
aftd'iKrtJr, a^d that the fronts of the houses 
iMkiit^d' ^wHileA^ashing, their stairs scouring. 
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isidri^ir ' cbtor/scrapii^ and BCttiUliiiig. Agreed 
k^^Hh «U tkk, and gmatiog the oomfbrt atid 
MtpeeUbysty acevuii^ from thew obmrViiMMi 
I ioniitt ]itvM;helesi» prohounoe P«m to bt i 
liMf i^ee&i pdat^e. fki views whkk ^ pr«MMi 
lire ci a tduching^jUMl grstnd kind ; its i^p6»raBe#« 
are intertetsBg bfeybnd any thit^ I cokM bdbr« 
liavefidimd^ The chief leaion of fhiain, Uiat 
t&$rac1er h indicated by almost wety Mrfaetf. 
A system of things^ odcdlated, with tefytmxcBi^ 
Ibe whole, to produce the greatest agg^egat^ 
ambunt of conventeiice and conipleit^Q^sc^ every 
kind, tames down and restrains the manifest- 
^ions of individual peculiarities. This s^ort of 
ay Item prevails much more in England than in 
France, — and more in London than in Paris. 
The consequence is» that,, in the En^b capital, 
your ideas and feelings are less &e<{uently and 
^cnrcibly excited than in the Frcaich.^ 

.The first saliy forth of.a stradgtt in Paris, 
vMl probaUy bring him .almost inmiediatdy on 
the. Bcnilevarde, and here 1m wSi be forcibly 
jftfuokbyamassofnovelty. TheBoiilevarde,goes 
ii-ound the capital, and was originally its boim*- 
dary, but the extension of the dty has, in mifiy 
places, rendered it central, and it it ao in tiie 
most fitshionable and frequented quarters, name- 
ly^ those neareist tl^ pala;eig» said tfaie theatres. 
It : 13, in fact, now, a st^e^b Street of gp^ 
Insadth, lined on each side witli mws, bc^een 
p 



Digitized by 



Google 



ijfj^l^aiiel tt*ti6in^ gravi^ldd^^vmHaT htt^ bang 

pf^^1bve]:riwiowingwxtib tfaeir foliagt^tbeliurry^ 
i9^ gioipte ;ofi:menj and^ wothen^ and horses! 
i^idt: Kstnts^ : and : oarmges; tiiat ai:te ^^eij^etiuiHy 
^esimpgito and fro be^ath^' > By mobttlight 
|)^& forays a \^cy:strikiligpictuTe, and sdgg^ib 
at^Qifesncai, tHati Xx>adon'^faa8r'ii^hihgJ80' fki^ 
m^^ihhwBy*- ^M- : .' .:? ./y .'U'.t "•:»»:! 
,»; The rbcat stoaets of tiie lEriglish'^metropoll^ 
pffe thjeir beauty to their possessing those ^jfrn^ 
il^iesthatrmseddeas of opulence, comfort, re«U 
iQXial^ei^e^ and general utility: the Parisiata 
^uleya^de, Qia ,the otibier handr is interesting^in 
iitrong contnidtat picturesque in intoonsi^encies, 
glliiid;in m^ aed J byerpowering through anf- 
ilBatibQ, The houses of Paijis riie to ti^e* the 
t^ght of ours ; liiey arse of sfone, and their^- 
S^tetimsi is generally elaliorate. There appettr 
j^yei^jno'.^ignsbf building rows by contract with 
±he:baieWayers>:iH)r any nece^ity Ifer prescribe 
ring JbjTra liw » what shall bethethicloi^ssoftt 
5»ty;w«H ^ Tu«it' your eyes-wiiichsbever wAy 
fpvkiMMi thfy aare met by broad ftonts, decd*- 
:atedwith:fin«ies,' cornices, piilarsi jiilasters^ a»fl- 
iH^Boiiifes^ and tisa^g ta a height^ that to a 'stxaii* 
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istoiaknMBaDlMfiffBd nrtnTni ii ii p '■• onfrnwfi i *NtiifTW 
QfsjtsSatyi;^^ tgjhadalbiwwmtMiwg 

faeetic life. J. > lXbi9 diJuEaetert>£lJbejfbeDdbirt^ 

the height of the ^mtaMi^e hdusesiod^JoailuLlatdS 
9£|dol^ekiis8i^liUs^efti*g6tfai^ vlfich) 

ia.£»|^dd/'are^:s6M<tau on nevm/stexr ggfea q Mi g 
.IPth eadi4]&0r« jThns^'ia geaadgartesRay iimliU 

|aiiii]y ^^ Tkidc) ::wemf it> not > that. the/xscNicki to 
^w^h it leads».is 4Ut^d with litt8E]aad;dirt» that 
j|h$ dbors are ^tqK^ and fiith}r»'anddse^pieitem 
^}ia*ii|]ffiear ariraxui<liem> iil dneasedmndicefwy 
j^y^wsiiitablei Has the bouhe^theiH been de- 
ip^i^.by ^9 origiiial loagiiififtencey fusdr^f^^ 
ia a ffikiedstate, into the pofisessioxLofitheseBd}^ 
.fj^faerd 01 ite .dilapidated jrooqifi'i JNb^ notiBO 
i,eJfS^0iiy 'i for. a carria^ wBksAos&xisr&ik^mr 
;fPfVte:v)(Q^ the ficBt floor,>nr^a Maojitis ;iBfvai|2 old 
.^;)[^% silli stixskiugs^ imd a eressr^-^ia oibriokt, 
ij^; one hM9^ chaise^ i» in att^ndanea fi»r the oc** 
ffl«!fiP5 ^ tKs««o»4 ^a Cdoneldiii ,a odWwd 

Fa 
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ig:ttetlMi^^ H^itltr . Jilt .pm^pn imrvkff 
Hidi^aiteilfMJdx^- loc^i£toi»<aMi iSmitjb^-^,iu^ 

|ll^.|i€Kioed to:^ye:aii id^^ oj?j:hatiir:<tf lUb 
fMRttdtt.)^ ;aiid:.:i^ ilBriteft;fp]i« 

Bftgi»l|.«i9ftoriajthe aapocir x>t*itha litriisfiav wKl 

|dim be fie»l wsh^s to caU oa smie afiMitiH^<)ft 
diatiiigiiisIijed.iMa^^ m &shioa4t4e^>w pc^i^ 
oaUife, tii^W is takeBt to/a slr«et» wluckJbww^ 
toliis<^9 ereiy 4iuirk ofheiiig (SKdusive]^ ide^ 
iioUd totbe fposm and die vulgar, and tbe^cn** 
tmt faetire^n' tb^ 8ituatioii» iial^aatec^ ':&r tbai 
abode of ^mfanbet/tif the b%;h«p ontoravoCAft^: 
ctetjtm Pniii.f«4 tlie!pla<^ andiquaroa^luvqb, 
thejr ^xoopy k ^ct Engliab. niiejt^cqpqliAt^.^^ 
htn^am^owiiUft impceMoki. im b^alf .of iha 
taBiKsfoL>iMlii]gai^ aiid ot^erl^ ba^^ cil^.itlPIQaft. 
4»QQg vhomhe Wq9|b«- ? * . > y! o 

.nPisxsfitdiiig from itbe,; ]^Q\d^vard(r>ito, ^^ 
'frnkri^ we paw th|?cuq(gb j^e ^^a Vian^p^^ 
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Irf '^poblie: itide{ttiMlsiide ^d p^Htkftft-iStt^i^^, 

and security. The Fitioe V^nf^omil^fliis AlPpdjN^ 
meut fbr promaiaiifei1s» %i;H;ite beu$^ iA-(ftiyi it , 
9ift ta^mt 9XiA gntad m Ihdr arcl^ttcfllfi^ 
iHUIe t^df doei«, vp$nA<rw <huiies, and<^ateiwd 
linids, are ni^lcieted «nid dfety. Itistend «f: ibS- 
kig ia- the -entn-e dccuf>ation <>f wed^y^ n^ 
^stabli^ed'^tefi^es, as in a similar ^fUatsni^!^ 
wonld be in ihe capital d* Ba^atid, '^y ^ak 
mudb let aat in p«Mt30n8> •— tlife &«t lotfrs at t^ 
nte ^ ^ hundred francs pet JsaoMhi (abbift 
drirfy |)^iHMb), the attidi} at^fei^francb^ 'Ritttj 
titose vAio «»i sfftad to p^ ihfee fa^dred^sd 
ai^^ptiemdtB a year for rent, ^t&^kH^ stBsr- 
<^Mes tad eiHthinoMvith 4^!wate#-earrieri^<MB^ 
«Bd viflHon ^ those vhb pay but t#anty-five; 
fii^tbe cei^ire ef the Hace V^nd/mei therit3&^ 
mSkseA i^rabbery, It^iUfl^ »t» Itfwtis, caiw^ 
fully cut and mtersected ^b gnnrd/ jMdfcst 
ftf^y^'ToHed, amoilgtt wMcb sire «» beM^n, 
tidtftil^'^beallMbl ' exereiM^ a«eedd«d 1^ nieafc' 
^ttiiki^^ikftii&tl^dst *M ^h^ 'Cb-SVt children of 
a«^i«id»i»«iSdttilcHMMfb«)l^9ilKty^ ai!id«£'tiKk 
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<)])iUehi commerciditts ^M ilKt ^dt^^^VM^ 
fowerg df ph)fessiom* Btft^inthfeceift^r^'ttiid 
Pl»ctf Vendtmie there ris^ wh«t is as*fe«8C^ 
terirti<i ©f Pari« » these 3ire of Lcrndtoti, th* 
fltm0iB piU^r erected by Na{k>leoii in honauf erf 
his own viqtoties, encased with canAofi t^en fitfit 
the Auslriaos ; mdj T^vith a due regard t6 the 
classical, modelled by Messieurs ies Artistes^ ^ 
ter the pillar of Trajan at Rome* 
A, It wa^, BbeliiBve, on the spot now so occttpierf> 
mat there formerly stood a statue of Louislte 
XIV., which is memorable for its inscriptidii 
1?iro f*?w»arte/f, and its representations of the na- 
tions of Europe crouched as timid and.sUbdued 
^ppliants around the pedestal. After thisr was 
put up, and the French, as enslaved subjects,, 
had solaced their vanity with their tyrant's gas* 
cohade, Eugene and Marlborough raised the na- , 
tions of Europe from the suppliant to the com- 
manding attitude, and exerted themselves wil3i 
such effect, that the immortal man died wretched, 
^ffeated, disgraced, himself trembling under the 
horrcrs/of superstition, and his country plunged 
into Calamities through his inability to repel *the 
Cotoequfences of his provocations* . 

iDouis the XIV., and his statue, as the hmft* 

'\Aet of Euitope, and his descendants as the kiii^ 

df France, were soon all i^ke removed £rom the 

' sc$tte, ai>d the-^j^raved^ews before^me^Me I 
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before I paid my vi^it to tliat^GdpitaL'«ad'{^w 
iiothing of the statue ^f Napoleon ! <A whit^ flag 
INfiSv Mra^qg 00 the top of the ci^inn, towards 
vhicH9.ao Que seemed to ca^t an abashed faoeif as 
a^sigaalthsit. he .tpo, had, in the common course 
rof JFreneh afl&irs, be^i removed^ and that the 
Bourbona were restored; — a fine commentary 
(m ali we had been hearing, during the last t^ 
years, of <* eternal destinies," "aa invincibib 
h^ro," , " , commanding fate," . &c». &a 
_. The column in question is one hundi^ed and 
^^y feet high, so that it is considerably iix£^r 
in respect of elevation, to the *^ tall bully/* 
VFhich lifb his head to the extent ;0f two hiiQ- 
; dred and two feet, near London Bridge, l^oi 
.do I think the general effect of the Fr^SK^ 
trophy, though copied from a Eoman J9<»au- 
]9P^t» . grander , than that of the EngU^h^ \^icfi 
.we 03)irp tp Sir Ch|isti^feeriWren,.,Aeiarclwt^ 
ypf Ssm% Paul's^ kf3t it, ^^y.h&iSf^^ta^.^^ 
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»]ur«l Jto^ Tb««e m«« foc«^ .#fvtl»& ^<)aiiieiiii| 
t»kea a^.lQm «id A<Mterltte»i.Md Mpccsfqi^^^^ 

WW* It nmy be woith «0«iwi|i|g» ifari:^ (ih^ 

t)H$ X90iipme»t» «. penKw calkd in t^ pmmA 
&Q94<Wt,^mai|^ jQi^&QiJ^ andjdescribcd m tte oak^ 
Iffi^f^ c^ystiii ftite player :-^ this nmsiwl bct9^. 
w«i| pt^Mily no more thw fifer to his regiMant^ 
bj^be.is^ represented at ti^e head of hb covftt 
ia«Kery.t3ng«geaiie9it» occupied most assiduou^ 
"Vritb ]|is^ instrument, although it certainly could 
not iMve fait play >with an apomipanimecit of 
bfU;tfii^fi of cannon^ This circumstanee cannot 
be considered trifliqg» inasmuch, aa it ia an in^. 
dilation of a system, which gave room for the 
hopes of every individual aa to personal d»4 
t^tipUt and thus assured to the state, the full 
YlgOMT of the pec^Ie. Denoa supei^inteatdedi 
the qqinstmction x>f this column, and a Jong a<!> 
c<^t isgiven of the diffioulties that attWided 
the railing and fixing of the stnpandoiia brass 

yf^^i ■ • ' -'■' 

(Jkfi Cokmma Trt^ana, of whioh that in the 

?Mce^.Yeq^9niLe. is an imitation, is fo»ned c^ 
tJ^rtjT^pnir.l^ its Imfe 

Q^fgf^t^re cQn1t^8;two thousand five hundred 

^fii«\ j PSW»^ <^ *wo fieet aj^e^ige :heig**W 
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^saatmgruMA fiiie art is chi«fly v^i^le. '^E%fi:|^ 
|nateD4 to/ ddmimcion of gQmui,^ s^td. m ihfe 
stMQgt^ oC-^tfa^ proteosion diey vauiit tikiad^ 
sicfanfts 9B <4He most elc^gsattiQinded .mttida of 
Biuope^ but their admiratton i0» ih &ct, mer^ 
srif*^idmiratiotH ivfaieh ina&es them think t< 
nothing exquisite can be in its place uidessitrlye 
IB 'Fsris^ and tibat xio sasociatioiis can he-^o 
suitable ibr vtiat is refined and hemixBai, 'ist 
tibase whidi are anpipUed by the neighbomfibbtf 
of the gambling houses, restaurateurs, andb^a^ 
tBtie shops of the jBalais Royal ! This nattonaf 
ffisling, ooiifded \vith inordinate iM[ividuai''Srav 
nity, has caused them to be the greatest muix<C 
hton and disturbers of fine art, which theypib^ 
fesB tO:have taken under their necessary protect 
tSM and patronage, that the woiid'hks evi^r ^eli; 
The Cobmna Tr(0ana would have \i%€a' hi^^w 
stroyed by its removal; — but what then?" *fif 
their estimation, it would have beeh moi*^ hO; 
floured as a fragment in Paris, thin stehdihj^ In 
the completeness of its subKm^' sj^^ 
Rome. It would have be^'ptrf hpr, '{or'iileart* 
w>hat was teft of it,) in^^ some^one^bf4^e fWifiit^ 
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7i TH£ MlfTHJ^IOV OF ART. 

situatibns of the French capital, to &rm a height 
for some figure to i faS from, vvhea the hour for 
tumbling it down arrived, - and to give. 3ome 
confident inhabitant (of the Sorbonne an oppor^i 
tunity of exerting his. fimciedsiq^eiierity to those 
who f<»rmed the origitaal, by rq>airing the da- 
mages occasioned }>y tlie robbery. When Canova, 
the great living senator, was requested by Lord 
Elgin to su]^ly the destroyed parts^f the Greek 
statoes wliibh have been de&ced by the:Tuilte) 
and the remnants of which his Lordship has 
very properly rescued from their ^brutality, the 
consummate artist Evinced that lively sense af 
excdience which is the most oonvindng sign oi 
taste and talent; hededined attempting to jre- 
stwe what be regaf ded as inimitable in its exist- 
ence, and therefore irreparable in its loss. But 
Caaova is not a Frenchman: — Girodet, the 
Frendi painter, lately painted over all the 
hemds of one of Cojregio's most exquisite pii> 
tures» and Denon, when remonstrated with oli 
this piece of proianation, calmly answered 
** CorxegiD's heads, it must be allowed, are mot 
beautifWr 
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CHAPTER Vn. 





PURSUrNG our walk to the first object or* 
stmiiger's interest and curiosity, tibe'paliKiig^ 
xifthe'Louvreand the Tuileries, we atltive, by 
^iBg along the wall of the latter^ at the Place 
LouiftQuinze, to which I would advise eV^ 
traveller to make his way at once, avoiding atiy 
^ariierview of the palaces^ that he may bestt^ck 
by an extraordinary burst of sumpttious decdni- 
tion, combining the beauties and magnificence 
of aBdutecture> sculpture, and gardening, and 
fimning an almost overpowering eot(p if ^7. 
The Hace Louis Quinze is a large open circular 
apace, paved with great neatness, which intef- 
poses between the garden of the Tuil^i^'^s', and 
die plantation of the Champs Elys^es. Hie cen- 
tiUl avenues of both these run into opposite sides 
of tibis |dace« Its back is formed by the dashing 
tsolonadeof the Garde M^uble^ whose architect, 
;Gabriel, had in view, it is.ssud, to rival Perrault's 
famous cobmiade of the Louvre. In front is 
the Pont XfOuis Seize^ one of the finest in Paris, 
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il8 THE PLiyCE Louis ''ttlJiNZE. 

yf^Wi the elegant face of the Palais fMmydn'eit; 
vated beyond it, a;nd looking tbwitfds' yolti ih 
ealm grandeur and well-proportioiied beauty iiii 
8ty!e of architecture being that^whicih is Veil 
described by Diyden ; — — . 

<< And dil below is streogth, «i^^all ab^ta »:gfftpe,^ .^ 

A line of elegant building runs down from lH^s 
Pkbce along the river Seine, of which the Hotel 
(ieStimi htfly the Palais debt Legion D'Hoiil 
aetiTy is pfurdy s6eB. Hie ht^ gilded d6me ^ 
tlie Invi^ds rises behiiid, end oo the other side; 
die * (^0fcered bouses and towers of ihe . most 
people4 parts of Paris» form them^ri^es istb^ 



'ilPhe spectator, aftisr the confusimi of his&iPt' 
iidmirf^n is Qver, will 4md the spot well cdfctt-^^ 
latiMl jfer mwute ex^inaldon* A broad gravelled 
fdley leads down to the palace of Ae TuSerie^ 
tWotigh a larg^ and gorgeous ^den, laid rai:^ 
^kceordii^ tQ the French taste, -^fiifl of ptfteitds, ' 
atid blEUans, and statues -^foas^eUefs^ ums* trnd"" 
whatever is entitled )7^i;z2, ~- atrait walks; and ^ 
tricks in Waldr* The &dnt of tibis cdstd^hee d" 
the mdnarcks of France, whidi has been ^"Aitf- 
s6tim fif so iOafty ittteresOsg el^tots, md ^^MiAt-' 
9m beaips the viai'ks of the otsoafAhtm^ ^i^ 
m«^oipable iotI» of August extends W^eootSiSSi'^ 
)0ii^ ^q^pM^If aiii^oiB the -ptiMiA^-sLnA^p^^ 
tiP^#0^ OliWgh the iikirf^apei^ W^eiWi*" 
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S(»fc||c«wi' maitt^fotviA of gKy^^pwmtinadi^: 
^ell« ftiid shift among the ^nAi!tihiA!;'«iiiitf^i(ii 
«f bekd«»of newspapdi^, seaeted dn hiri^eliiilrK 
keep tifdf |»lte^ aKMoog tii6 triiotite At^titn«i 
4|»fi^ Db|>h»e«, Aiid.SjMyrs^ > ^ a 

^;Mi»^^ iu4>iBoe8» fb tb« g#e whfch C^Ht 
i^t^,tbiis.gwd«ti into the Place LoUis Q(Mtt«f^r 

Ctaifiyi £lyft60s is ^guliged tmd^Wled )|i^ t#t 
flObgrcHipes <^ korses-in ifialble by N. CwUi^ 
iviudi were brotig^t here ^heA Mffirly^^nUi'diiM 
Buuitled by tiie Bey^ltttioni&td^ It is now chit 
ili^ £»glishnuui of tiat^ and setwibility'bfi^ifK tiir 
ftd'the impressiofl^ n^vel to hini,wlu{difi^ 
«#iog(f prodQctioiw of sioalpture ee^iaxf^mbm 
intei'qpened tibtooghout 1^ pablie aifttadoai' ^jf 
A-iSft^'^mii^ng the^ eathaiiastic adtfaMMMK 
•Kcited by fine art) with tibe 4obor aad ciMwtifm' 
s#ections suggested, by f»ublic viiws. It hM^- 
br bf^gJQff to haye adearer Qotpon. Aoptpralivtelyi 
t^fjttt rthm be^ever' before eiqperie«)Ce4i offtb^ 
eQUIgv^oe of th^se-^uitiefiirda}^^' wbettrtlMi g^ii 
Of^^HjAUMeiM^ timyaag yrpMt <» tib^Kt kt9^ M 
dyyp«t;^upei» ircitn the fquatof^i t^tlieir b^os^fSiir. 
««|ft)|aed.: iiM«p#Bent- iUg^.- o^ ii4^t» >tt«iifl)^ 
aUff^. o«n^ th^ : ifti^en4ov» : ^Qri^n^citigf!; (^« iH^^^ 
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^ifi^jfpnHit pf ^plQcM and sDfifcWnati tNWM^i 

A vast avenue TupniQg.up:a«Ml9^t> »Hi» li^. 
^«i9l}s^ op a^onfwued Jiite yn$ii i^-fpm^ifiS^ 
^■^e XuUfneSk.let^ .aloog .a: fSfl»iimmemiti 
thvQi^' idl. sorts of grpteiqite ^iui;)|^||9(^i}])^ 
l)^||i8^ oif eotertaivin.eot, ^od gxhibwijljog i^di- 
cati<H4 of,p<ymlai: fqajojmi^t, to 4i]»Si fii#c^iiF§;4D 
}^*£i»fXe, Mhv^ is constituted % J<W(>. ^Qiift 
buiidii^|8r erected ibr the. guard of^otdient 
fj^voed to eixawine passports an(jL exaetl dUUf^ 
B^jfrbi^.them rises an unjSnished tnuibpbiil aFck 
of ,vc^ Ivge :dimen3icms> and £wmng .a xqiosrii 
io^posing :obj«ct» certainly not Jess tb^Kjugii tlN» 
iqcf^ctions it suggests* than the itiie.oii^ 
avdut^otuce. Buon^arte ordenediiits-j^erA^^biS 
W^.at tfao. prindpid entcance U>:hia'J»^pitiik. 
yfh&[i^, t)ie straap^er, coming wthia direetii^ 
first^iQ^tK^ a Ujl^t of: the paktcea.and tQi«i@m of 
Parist !^jix)piit.t|te.«]pe:rests>on;tbe.Tw}(H:ifS9i» 
t^^disHaoqe, and £con the.Xuil«nes k»^teJA^ 
^Iwtaat ni^ight rest Jbis sailed JkK>ks;«iki(#cii 
ipQQph^, of Jiis sutcjcoss. At. bis numriag^ w^ 
IffUm of Ausi»ar he bad it cdiojj^kted* Ift^ 
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]|^ettrancerin^w€K)d/--^fak own sMCde) inik circtii 
li^ C8brdiAW»)>y.8ix hwses,.foiimi)g't&e)Sitaii^^ 
Perhaps it would be as we% if all tise 'xsmmtri 
Wf^r^^^ifin^ gc^r&niehta - astd' .-d^iisasties: ^ ^ve 

iM^ilah tfeeitt^n stofie^ befbre they-are put|in't]Dtf 
situation of a regaled act of parMameQ^:ito(i\ 
stone ffve^ greats trouUd itf itatrbmoval; ;ollto 
t(iuix)iphfd acdi of L'JStoil^' Bpiubt remain ifiz/itd 
]^o(it.i»f)9i^lt^t4Q^s$ iHiIeMBuoiiaimrt^j^hdvM 
Qomf^ Ifiak (Q fimfeh Us work. < ;» ' v.yr ^i tt 
^ Th^obsavii^l:) ^ tkie Pk^ 1^09% Qftiii^ 
dkwiiplgi his at^ntion &0m tjieiie Wikitig ob^eAiri 
has. it attTACte^ by othans [not l^s so, Virheil 'h^ 
loo^ forwar4:«i<?itoss the miet S^anev The ban'd^ 
wme bridge of Lptiis the 3ix<4^th.teads direefti 
ly^ to the^ Pahds Bourbon^ • where, ^legislative 
body» upder Buonaparte; heldikh0ir sittings, and 
wherertfae chaiQber of deputies uoWtaeet fIbiA 
idways struck me as theiiohlest.buiiding iti 
Bads. Its fa9ade hsui a breidlh isnd sitef^feity 
about it, which eviuces the' pur^ hotioiis :of-his 
a^ in the atchitect M. Poy^. A^ n»ge <if 
CorinthiaBi ^illairs support a (hsate tlujtafoteturei 
the front of which bore !^q ibscriptiairr^4^ JVte; 
pi^le^ le Gfcmdj^ and a bas» reU^ td^ jib^ bStniirur. 
Two^large allegoiJcai stat^c^; staxid*i>if ^^c^^idKi 
of ibe ij^tof stairs at its coif)SQkjsaeemeistit*a]0 
#ieve it' wiiletts^ff at thebott^ *ibur i^i^ 
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prnkwok Q# IMnet, cokMsal fjSWie«» ttf^'stiuH 
i* iM caikh «tticwleft, lend tftfk^idllMii^ad. 
jmmtat 9i Anperf. 

Behind tiris pidwte^ ttk^ gfkM ifenUf «r tlt« 
Hotel dm hx^nMiet^iBikreB i^ifk |i»g^toitt i^MIL 
Bbonaplulie ooit^ttsd l^is ]^e of Mi-odd^ 
giiMii^, «uii it is not on^ of t^ iledteM p«6ofi 
of keveflU, of hill Imu1mi<Mib taste. Glitt^lKgi 
h6wiMr<»r, in Ji de«r Mue dcy, and Attlnteg a |^ 
in ^e cottfpoi^on of a MOtft ffingtttftiettt p^nr^ 
it is very impressive as an ^ject; and if w^ 
eOUMbM ftnoy it l^t^ling in its disfrfay, Amag- 
nifteent sign df concealed treasnrei, Ifte tibe 
golden domes that saliited die inrai^tuJ^d visi<»ti 
of tlie i^nifih conquerors of Mexico, it wenld 
faCMDeasul^me eH^; biit gilding, Uke rouge- 
iagt ^gge9t» the very reverse, — intrinsic <ie> 
fomiity and poverty. The moral character and 
iitftien^ of ^ S^t do not improve, if we be>- 
licve lib Cttrteht Sloi^, Mf4tich is, ttett the Eto> 
pdrnr ^ tlM WxtH^ iAd th» King.of Bdy, made 
^ihitig jdb of All ^3sMg, by dtfducting fyiim 
ttie anny so many days pay to 'defray ^e charge 
«f tlwvi»^, ott a caledauton Whidh HiJft'hift i 
fi&# bj ft ebnridefi^e sum; 

9adi h tb« b«^ «f spebttfde Whiiih aflDiti!i& 
tit Boyish viriliir is^fteis lg^)(n the llaiie Ixvuis 
<|itinit. It'ipvdcitohiAiasftteignahihgiiagti^ 
ttt&iftiiiitehliielidtft £NMn thfeudiitfas dfm 
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iy$mmuj^ mk»i^m ktetr in' the streets, ^fl spe^ 

iaiiirate and inward parts of the tawdhlbe)^^ 
vieciktgr i^im^kJ^ the sake dP gMhg iize 
;ttid^jpiffiKkia]l ito' £l»< ester iral oraametits^^ 'fiic^ 
4oaiiii^itOk.wlMh fattithat ifer fin^ comes dcmiv lb > 
Ae'peo{dei8»«i4di8p^s«tionr of authority, ftisteaA 
(g^gmwiDg \tp^9&eniiy and naturally fi^cMhitKe 
jbokipm •of ^tiie: oommunity^ as the fruit of thei^ 
mn iiid»^iidrate> siMjrit, '6patei>ce; ahd< ideais If 
4^iHnfi)it^tad pitj^pAsetr^ * ' • *^ 

^ f<:3%eviftiO€i:fI^fliBr(^uinze/' s its histo- 
mn, :>iiipun«fy'COtitipiied an elegant e'quektri'aft 
ytatuc odflthetnonairdi whose name it bears/ tast 
iMidbrona^v^n<i^ecti«ed'by S^tichardotk'' This 
tlatmftand'its^pbdettal deooifceid with four <' co^ 
loisaV nmttees/' irom tilie hatid of Pigot, were 
destroyed at the revolution, and ott the spot was 
eralcted the iamoicest giiiilotine, by whJoh fdl* the 
xm&ktXKttBiU Louis the SixteefitlH' i^ the front cff 
hb. own palaoe* -• The last wistfel ioeks* of his 
heifiessi agony w6re met li^y ^^e- snIiUng em-* 
biAsshmeBts of thistmost polifi»hed>tiatidn. ' This^ 
spoti *to0t was^thetkst whidi support^ th^fiv^"^ 
^ing person of the quaea iifylkM6er ^"SBe^^^ 
sim^dds' wer^ crowded oil the ^ateiolr ^^r 
nunrdd^, with an m&skai mol^ ]|^t'the|9Jfti9&iii^ 
9SLy i^tia^ vmtB.mm^^ disgrao€!d^'Nn^''^he^^'^Ebs>^ 
SMdBS i^biwiiwked in tfeem U On' tm^np<A^^ihi* 
iQUidered the mistress of the sov^eign by whom 
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it was created. The Countess du Barvjr, iMmmc 
escaped to Iln^and, returned fo Franoe, in ^e 
£K)li^bdiief that anunaffendingold woman nig^ 
be pretty safe among the patriots and pliilaMihn»- 
pists of the age of reason and virtue; botafae ww 
diaeovered, and without one asaignabie canae^ 
was dragged to the scaflEUd, where ahe diedy 
ahriekiog through fear, and exerting. a Iwrrible 
but impotent struggle with tibe exeotttioncr* Qn 
this spot flowed the bbod of Forance* m a om- 
tinual and protracted torneot, to iref&edi the 
roots of the tree of ISbextf, th^ first ftuit of 
which was a biitter aiid poisosiow Imperial ty^ 
mmy. Suich we ti>« irecolkctions of &cts sug- 
gested hy tittSi i^hf^ rw)mh the Fren<di water 
4eBcribe$ q& ^mii^fb^ on di aid«s by agreeaUe 
«l)}^ts» tj^ gi^rious proofe <^ibe nat^mal gemus 
and tasite pf the Fren«(^ 

Thus it is that this singviax peojde mock 
cahmlsltkmi of ^very kind, andiarbid cooiSdeBoe 
in every W9sy. It haa usually bean thoi^t that 
tk^ stste ^f jSMitiment affords a paret^ goftd 
assurance fox the tenor of conduct, ->- that hal»ts 
have a vein of consistency rumung through 
them* aaid that Qeitaiu ciicumataxices W9 mr 
compatible mih oertain feelings. 3iit liie Im- 
tory of th« capital of Fwijice totally defies any 
^vwk diidueyousii It.aiade the crMUeit butch* 
eriestte result of % lereed of tba punat»phsfaui^ 
Ubtropyi: andi inpressedf die imdmt wtuUsngs 
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of tiie Bifional gbiy^ ^en its eneoiies momtfeeH 
guflird GJirer its palteses^ and encaniped in its 
gBxdxm. Ftom the time tibat its- laws hecsmtf 
dognai cf pMosopfaical inorality, it sbmdM!^ 
itodf to the cdmtnissioa of ruffianism of ev^ 
Idaadf indnding/camage, tibe most :&vorite e^t^^ 
dse of which was the torturing of women, anil 
Ifae insdltb^ q£ their mangled remains. Vfhm 
ksr piMcmaxkRv became tiiose of fifeedtmfl^ 
all the rartsaints of rektiom^i^ gqr^mm^nfy 
and region, it lay down under the iron hoof 0f 
the most brut^ tj^ranny that ever cursed the 
humaii race* The same strange inconsistency 
distingnnshes it in more trifling maetters: it 
usite&i a foppish feeling with ragged clothes^ 
profeiMons of gallantry with the sex's degta>- 
dation, and a fondness for dtegance with iSthy 
habits. What secority; then^ can exist here» 
where a general and solemn recognition of the 
sixth commandment would most likely lead to 
the coinmission of murder, siki then be jdeaded 
is its justification ? As for sudden and imqxtaftified' 
changes they seem always to have mmrked the 
French character. L'Hopital, alluding to tfa» 
massacre of St. Bartholomew, i^ys» in a letter- 
written soon after it, '< I have lived too long ! I 
Iiaviei seen what I could not have bdievi^> » 
ytnmg Prince of sin excellent natural chasaMster, 
change in a moment, frtim a miM King Iter ^ 
^sciodauB tyrant'' Thd tcwsth, I take itr is^ 

G 2 
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84 THB FBEKCH CHARACTEB: 

that : the chaxige is less than might be imagined. 
The French have in a great measure detHched 
words from ideas and &elings; they can in 
consequence ailbrd to be > unusually profuse of 
the better sort of the iirst, and they experience 
as. much internal satisfaction and pride wh^i 
they profess a yirtue> as if they had practised 
one. • In this way they are exempted from the 
influence of those great correctors and restrainers 
o£ human conduct, shame and remorse; for 
what they do is nothing iuvtheir own estimation, 
— what they sag/ is every thing; and as they 
never speak as if they were ][)erfidious, fickle, 
or rapacious, it follows that f they maybe, and 
we have seen that they have been, all these, 
without reducing their pretensions a jot, or 
standing an inch lower in their own estimation. 
Wheii injustice is to be traced to false opinion, 
and barbarity to ignorance, we know where the 
remedy is toi be found, and on what hope must 
rest ; but the world does not afford a more fright- 
All spectacle, than that of a people, who repose 
their self-satisfaction on high talking of virtue, 
and honor, and accomplishment, while their 
hearts give no response to their language, and 
their practice, without alarming their con- 
sciousness, is immediately opposed to it. The 
ccnaversation of Paris is rich, even to surfeit- 
ing, in all the choicest and most amiable terms. 
DeUcacy and sentiment, and love and ladies^ 
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and beauty^ ^andrscieAGe, and art, ai^e alihdst 
the only wokda yoii hear; whether you arfe in 
aproflifeate cellar of the Palais Royal, or seateii. 
on a chair under one of its trees, or listening 
to a discourse on some puzzling point of the 
higher mathematics at the Institut ; yet among 
this exquisitely talking set, a woman can sel- 
dom possess a lover before marriage*, and is ' 
as seldom without a variety of paramours after ; 
they have not one true poet belonging to their 
literature, and at this moment they suffer David 
to range his pictures side by side with those 
of Rubenp. . 

" Are you going to the spectacle," cried one 
of the common-girls who walk in the Rue de 
Richelieu, to some English gentlemen? « It 
is one of Racine's tragedies to-night,** said she, 
** and it is cliarmantdy etpleine de sentiment T* — 
«* Quel nerfr " What nerve! what expression, 
what symmetry!" exclaimed in my hearing, 
two females in the dress of nursery-maids, who 
were walking among the statues in the Louvre, 
with the air of connoisseurs. This chattering 
without feeling, or even understanding, belongs 



* I shall afterwards shew, that from the management of 
young fcma)^ in. Paris, it is almost impossible that a mar- 
riage in respectable life^^ should be the r«8ttk of mutual 
adTection^ . 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A6 rf£G JWEXfCU CHARAOTER. 

to tfae 8i0ie efaancter, that ^sansed the diq)atch- 
ing of doveis to Heaven, by RobespiarTe and 
his fellows, to carry theiie the news of \Sberty 
and happiness on earth* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



/^N a fine monimg, nothing can be mere in- 
^^ tercsting than the walk along the quays of 
Paris, from the Palaces towards the Cit6, which 
is the oltiest part of the capital, and is situated 
on an island in the Seine, connected with the 
other streets by the oftwi-heard-of Pont Neuf. 
fasuittg from the garden of the Tuileries, and 
advancing to the center of the Pont des Tuile- 
ries, the view instantly becomes most striking. 
On one side the superb and immense line of 
diversified colonnade, skirting the Seine, formed 
by the united Palaces of the Tuileries and the 
Louvre, extends a continuity of elegant archi- 
tecture, as if there were a vast street entirely 
constituted of the chef (Tonwres of liiis noble 
art. The fine clean breadt}i, and (strange to 
say) tranquil air of the quays, which seejn to 
repose in stately whiteness by the side of the 
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88 VIEWS FROM-THBs QUAYS. 

fiver, and the transparent green * of the water, 
constitute a refreshing foreground to the pic- 
ture. The large private houses, running down 
the opposite side of the Seine, are well in cha- 
racter with the public buildings, and lead the 
eye a short distance to the Palais des Arts and 
the Mint ; palaces in this quarter being almost 
as common as nuisances. Behind these, the 
ground on which the cfipital stands rises steeply, 
and the Fauxbourg St. Germain, presents, in con- 
sequence, all sorts of picturesque aspects. The 
dome of the Pantheon towers above all, in light, 
g-raceful pride j it arrests the eye of the specta- 
tor* by the boldness of its elevation, find dptains 
it by the gracefulness of its construction. Tb^ 
sister, but npt similar towers of St* Sulpice, t^e 
a , lower rank in the view; and, towar4$ the 
other extremity, amongst the thick and huge 
clusters of buildings, that indiqate the mqst po«- 
pulous and industrious parts of Pfiris, the apf 
cient towers of the cathedral of Notre Dapxes 
still continue to connect the present with the 
past, in a place where the links of this kind»are 
few, and frequently broken. 

Advancing onward fiom the quarter /^f^ the 
palaces, the appearances become more grotesque, 



* It was green chry$tal in its look, when I was at Paris 
Quiring th(^ autumn. Pinkerton too saw it in this state : but the 
majority of travellers seem to be familiar with the Seine, in 
its aspect of muddy brown. 
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tfaei Boveltiesy if not so grand, more amusing^ 
and, perhaps, generally striking. The peculiar 
dearaess of the air of Paris, —(at least peculiar 
as it seems to an Englishman) ^ — gives a glancing: 
brilliancy, an almost stdrtUng distinctness to 
every object*. Distancefs are lessened by the 
pellucidness )of the medium through which they 
are seen, and you are, in consequence^ more in 
the heart of all that is going forward. The 
general effect here, on a fine day, is that of a 
Venetian p^ting, or what is gained by looking 
at nature through some sorts of glasses* And 
such is the floating and swarming vivacity, va- 
riety, and gaiety-^ such the display of character, 
condition, and contrasts, -^ of occupations and 
amusements, — of men and women, and animals 
and things ; — such the burst, in short,^ of all the 
wiurl and shew of French existence, that the whole 
scene bears the air of a stupendous exhibition. 

Angular peninsulas of lofty buildings jut out 
from the opposite side of the Pont Neuf : a gi* 
gantic j&cing of stone houses, stained, irregular, 
and uncertain in their indications, looks from its 
height on the green chrystal of the river, and is 
depicted far downward in its depth. Bright co* 
louring, so much wanted in England, is here 
plentifolly interspersed. If you look along the 
_ streets, ^e red handkerchiefs that form the 
head-dress of the peasant and servant girls, 
fthoot about with much sprightliness. It is ten 
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to one but a corpg of mUitery is pas^ng, and the 
sddiers, in the make-shift way w conunoa^ herc^ 
rathermingle with the crowd, than force thetrway 
tlirough it, so that their muskets andunifonnaare 
seen, gleaming here and there through the inter«> 
stices of passengers and carriages. The trades^ 
and commodities seem all to have deserted the 
houses i not only birds in cages, and flowers and 
trees in pots, but the choicest prints and booki^ 
articles €£ dress^ and furniture, add their hues 
and their interesU to the groupes. On the $m* 
&ce of the water, large rafts are extended with: 
pent-house roofs, through the lattice-looking 
openings of which, stirt forth the flapping white 
caps, ricMy cdbured handkerchiefs, and bare 
fleshy arms of hundreds of washer-women^ all 
dragging and dabbling their linen in the Seinc^ 
and casting sparklea of water up in their lau^ 
ing eyes. 

It strikes an Englishman as. singular^ .that &w 
or no boats, for pleasure or business, appear on 
the Seine. The number of brii^es partly ac^ 
eouats for tiiis, and the taste of the fsadmm ia 
by no means aquatic. They aare not orasKrioiKi^ 
appari^tly, that water can be;nade to conduce 
to pleasure, unless it be in li bath» oir sqpktimg 
jets through pipes : it is, faowewnr, but £iir to 
say, that they h%hly appreciate its valu^ as a 
deanseiF and refresher. These is not a streel 
ifrilhout several public baths, and those oo. ikta 
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liver are mnneroas. 'They are adapted to all 
classes and d^reef; of each sex : some,/< pour 
les dames^** some **pour \t»fenme$ ;** they'stretch 
their long iq^rawliiig forms oa the water, fike so 
many painted Leviathans, and their decorations 
(for what is not decorated in Paris ?) add to the 
geaeral liveliness. The school of swimming is a 
curiosity :—^ it is a laige floating bath; the 
men who usie it, are, by an order of the Police^ 
compelled to wear a very moderate covering 
found their lains» and with €b^ apology for 
decency, they are to be seen receiving cups of 
coifee from the attendant fi^Eiale^ — one of the 
aofter se:^ being always in attendance here, as 
weU aft every where else, where men come to- 
gether, *--T not excepting the places of aeeommo- 
dadion at the back of the Palais Royal, which 
our pirivate conveniaiees in !E^gland wffl not 
penmt us to regard conqplacently as scenes of 
public resort^ 

The coQtraats of Park» I have said, are very 
absi:^ and diis, of course, adds to the interest 
of its scen^* IVom the window of a nobly 
toih faousi^ towering in the distance, you may 
see the comer of a s^eet flying: an elegant 
carved &ame-wDirk, which m Engli^nd would be 
carefuiiy kept in. repair, is, m F^s, allowed to 
remain brok^a fo^ years. The ^igns of the sh^Ms 
are very degant;v>--that is to* say, they are 
ekgaot &r ^m^ being ^str^asely tolerable as 
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pictures. Every man in France wha. takes a 
brush in his hand, is pretty sure to become a 
tolerable artist, and the best artist of France is» 
jiXk tbp most important respects, little more than 
toler^e. The conseqjuence is, a profusion of de- 
cor£|.tioio( of considerable excellence in the com- 
mptiesti situations, where an' English visitor 
expect$ to see nothing beyond daubing and trum- 
pery ; bi^t then, on the other hand, he finds a 
meanness and slovenliness in what he is inclined 
to r^ord as essentials, strangely uniting with the 
high character of the embelHshment. Thus, the 
shop-signs in question, though they might be hung 
up as pictures in an academy exhibition, often in- 
.vite you to examine^^ a display of goods, which a 
.trad^^inan of Bond Street would blush to see in 
his window. The sights you encounter in the 
streets are all in the same style* " Do me the 
honour to permit me to pass," says a ragged 
porter, pulling off his cocked-hat, to a female 
vender of roasted chesnuts. A priest^ arrayed 
in his full canonicals, wiU stop in the street and 
^Imttei^ and laugh for hsdf an hour, with a servant 
girl. . Over a miserable door, in a narrow dirty 
street of the Fauxboui^ St. Germain, which is 
the (pld^st part of Paris, there is inscribed, 
^^ SalQfide LitUraiure^*' and we toe told that 
lectures .<m, Botany, Pathology, Hiysioibgy, &c. 
aiie given within. Those who enter are non« 
descrtptsi — creatures of a mixed breed, fa^ 
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^dier, half student, ^^ ivnth keen, proud looks, 
thread-bare coats, and a rakish dissolute <?arriage« 
One of t^e lowest coffee houses is distinguished 
by the sign of the " Wise AikemanJ'^ On en- 
tering, you are saluted with a gracious bend 
i^om Madame^ who sits in state, to d^use.the 
consciousness of a female presence, so necessary 
to the French in all circumstances and of all 
ranks, whether delicate or gross, or gehteel or 
vulgar, — and to perform the duties of her hus- 
band by a quick and clever superintehdance of 
the business, while he is probably performing 
ber*s in the kitchen. Should he venture to shew 
his white night-cap within the precincts of the 
lady's sovereignty^ she exclaims in atone ^"^^rk^ 
dering ccHnmand, which is <»ily not angry, >b^' 
cause it is despotic, ^* Eh — rmm am ! Qmfc&i^l^ 
VQus ici ! alleZt aUez •— vite — vite /" — and he 
goes. In one comer, an ill drest waiter is 
pouring out a glass of cherry-brandy under a Imst 
of Socrates, to a still more slovenly personage, 
who, from his dangling insignia, may be guessed 
to be Monsieur le Marquis. In another, a cast 
from the Venus in the Louvre, is qpposed to a. 
large glass which reflects its elegant form, soas 
to produce a superb effect, as a contrast to dkty 
walls, a foul fire-place, and various otiier signs of 
paltriness. At one of the tables two mfen in^ 
loose great coats, whose garb altogether, woiild 
class them in England with the lowest orders, of 
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tke cdmmunity, lounge over a game of dmnrndSy 
mth the air (rf* seL&possesaion suid readiaess, tiliat 
good flodefy and knowledge of the world besMilir^ 
At another^ a positive beau and* a smart kdy^ 
f»artakeof abotdeofbeertogetber, and read i)i 
the journal of the day> the account of kust ni^'s 
spectacle. As you go out fiom the placor y<^ 
come within half a yard of one wht» ii^ entiling^ 
md he takes off his hat to tiie ground^ beeauio 
it Was jittt possible that you might haVtt ihm 
Sigainst hiai> had you been very carelefls. 

Watting along, through the narrowness, filthy 
suid confusion^ yoik dbsel^e a idiop whe#e th^y^ 
i^iive and dress haut for hdf a sou, wtdi an in^ 
sciipti0no¥er i1^ '^ jM embettkbe^ifatm^ .*'* -^ a 
littie Attther on, d man <rf* glorious reeoliec^ofii^ 
who now stitches oosttise woollen clothe reoottk 
hidi honors on fais^ sign, as Ikv-gmtrier to the 
third ri^fiment of inlaatry. What a nation of 
enterprise and edat must that be^ where a shaver 
for a farthing cam ^ipy high notions of hiniself 
as an artot, and an old re^mental tailor deme 
anhonouraUetitlefromhisoccc^ation! Among 
thbp6opteaai£<r-g«iirm*--^tbatis to say, one 
who enc^ at cme time or other, made gaiters, 
takes his plade in the syiitem to which belong 
ttB^amiBsten^aad cx-emperot^, who once reigned 
over ikirope, and, in lieu of that are coftt^ted 
.to be^vesy ittnperial meit a ispot ae vaM as the 
Uft;i]f. Wight, in tlitf Bjd^tion^^# M^ 
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S«iil^tare in the Louvre/ a geatlenMin^s bust> 
vfaicl^ at first a^t seeiiKsd xmfy remarkable far 
the size o£ the whiskers on the face, was, on a 
doeer inqseotion, disoovwol to be worthy t0 
stand oear die Laocoon and the Phidian Jupiter ; 
— a Httib iabd announced, 19 very dignified 
tenas, that we had befote as the Maitre de JBot 
&^ of the Theatre de 6aifc]§, — a place of amase» 
ment coxresponding with dm Olys^pic Pavilion 
in Wych Street. 

l^ese are the people to act as die Franch act, 
and speak as the French speak : ~- tiiiey draw A 
lively enjoyment finom their own actions, which 
is pcorfectiy ind^nd^xt of thek qualities, and 
derived snof ly from the circumstance tliat they 
are their .oim;~* they will, therefore, always be 
doing something on as large, a scale as tli^ can^ 
but will never feel mortified if that scale is ue^ 
oessarily small, nor abashed if their notoriety 
arises from circumstanccsthatare usually deemed 
disreputable. The things which they perform, 
and aaaongst whidi they min^e, take a colour 
and a character exclusively from tlieir own 
minds, in the sune way as objects seen in tinged 
glass, reflecting in idiapes according to its own 
art, are diacoloured and distorted. With this 
pMple^ noidiin^ can be esteemed that^is not 
atteaMJbl with idienvi and nothiag tlK^Ut Uttle 
if that is :>-^}t owst neoesaetiily^with tkem^'ben 
mattir.oC^eet.iii^octancs wiiat uktolb^ ir seb^ 
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<:h34:ters> or a member )(^:.^v;J^«Uti4ouiwIv» 
maJkei^ ii spQech.to an ai)(yiK]^yAliki;at^4aes>w^ 
^r$^t^nd him. A.{tfoce&siQivii}tr(Mhioineia Qffir 
government, — or .the .promsseof <ft^^ grsmdrwn 
tional oelehration under its mflu^neeyi^-^wiyy^t 
jmy time xeconeiLe them to a, change o£dym^ 
f-*rand» so as the spectacle part is adroitly managed 
to their minds, they will never concern th^o* 
selves with what it covers. - ^ t. j- 

But to proceed with, the stiteetaof Pan& 
Pne of ilieir sticking features arises 4>ut of the ' 
atteiqii(Hi that ispaid'toallthe little \rat»t8 and 
capriicesi in prder to ooiiva;t them into sources 
of profit hy adininistexing to their salification^ 
TUs.^c^ea^ions.n^uch bu^^^ ami 

materially assists to keep up a liveliness of spirits 
in the pass^Qgers* If yon have a mind ta know 
your own weight, there ^areper^cm^. and ma^^ 
chine? stationed hi^fand:there^; tojgratify jovl 
to an P^nqe^ Stalls iine theiiBoulevaDie^.md:^ 
othl^p«pj:lnqipal situations^; which add depice:ita 
acQonVQpdatioi^ to attract you; .thni^rat (men 
ev^ry. article of an immense variety iavsoldairt'v 
thirty sous, select what you.please : /lut aaqtbettj; * 
f^eehis,writtenupin:liii^ letters as the Jtm^^ 
vfiirM .^rioe. All/.s(vrt» of. opi^attena! Bfe pse^^ 
foi^o^edoOn amo^ hy wpmen w1k> sit^ m-sil^^ ^^ 
w^t^e.iite^ of tlnw^^x 
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i9)liMirdM[ line of ftnnaie doUcMj, invecibed on 
a {Niece of putdbosinL Bureaux dkt cetkmm 
o£br tlu^MOit pM8sii% tiivitatioM td tfafft lbver» 
tiie mardwut) ilie ptriiticimi, dr the man of 
science, who has by some accident omitted to 
learn to wnte» to enter and avail hiqaaelf q£ the 
talents which ai^e in readiness for any employt 
«ent. Koieted cbesnuts everywhere tempt tfaie 
palate; by assailing th^ no&itrik. .Nyknphs. that 
will take no reftisU, ^Misfa nosegays into your 
hiuad. The fruit^womeh extend towards yott 
dolidims bunches of grapes ; the shoe4ilacks 
flatter the nati<mal prejudices of the En^h, by 
bawling aloud << dr^f^ Anglm.*^ A man carries 
a painted castle on his back, from which you 
may draw sueh deHdous bev«*age as lemonade^ 
tisaift^ &c. &c 

All this has a shew of business, though, at a 
light vagabondish kbid, and of a nature adi^ted 
to a ppor» smsual, loose, people j-r- but muc^ 
of the spectacle belongs sdely to 1^ dass of 
amusement. One evening I cast my eyes down 
&QQt a window^, looking into the Boulevarde des 
Itatienne^i-^exacdy q>posite was m inknt, 
SMit mottlliao fimr years old^ singing a popubr 
SMig, and beaiisg a taml;»urine with her Uttb 
hands ; four cataSts w#e placed oh nise groixmi 
aeaf Imsv nfid; arfk&l i^ receive cottribntibni^ ot 
flMittpr. Wfdifa-rflfty yaxda of tfai« performer 
m^mjt^km ymmmmp bm whose age ix wat 
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not 196 eaayi^.ifnhgi&e :4«h:|ib ^srat^c^ipoMrili^fc^ 

lieep -0E>iltttluatty , tiiri&^vvta;Umin^ 
oigitn ^pkj^d/bjr lHs:;]iia8ter;/ < ' IKSilihiit the* eisck 
of ;o<ie'i( ^igbt IhBiei weire ^««: txime) entfefffeuQ. 
mentft t «fi' oidi vmsr yisyed: aivj tliti ^Imi^^rjtSie 
fltttef^ the 'drum, and the rtmngte^ at^flie mzie 
tba^ i#hi]:e with hi8•foot^^fae;gabe^i»ctt^» ixk^a 
small wdoden soaramoueh Uiafb daoeed Ivellidn 
tutie^i A wdl^rased yaisng ^oman on ithe 
cqp|K»ite side of ttie fioi^evarder pla(j;iediiri3ghi> 
. falljr 091 the miiSHcail glasses ;(> and/ intiu o^^ 
9m8 the most characteiifitic groitpe of th^^^difA^ 
^-^t^ofemaleiballad^sirigerd, rq)ceseiitiiigmG^er 
imd diuigfater, iridi loiigiveilis dewii to4^k^^^ 
as if their timidity and modesty shiuiik front l^e 
deifftttSif^ task to which t^eir necessities Icom- 
pdted them; The first comtoiveiB of this scheme 
iftreW well ^rewanded^ for theii' in^eaui^^ ^ but: it 
hadbteomd tob i^tale fc»r the Fansiamr, llua^tit 
sfail eontiiliied to faikve ottiractions ^ : for; their 
^Utangft'fjiiters. These did cdoftr/byanyrstea&B 
dam such aerowda m two -{Adbs^hical'piti&i- 
iMxrs, one of dBK»i^miikhig.ai7dit^ oAeFufib^c^o^ 
•tMics. T!!tie^Orimacieria6 Ffds jsRJtsBi^ a; sur^^ 
|idAhig ekii^tbr:}: ;wh:h)\^ r.^0te9qi^ 
'^ pm of isairiostd^ 
tntittb^ lie thi^d^ hk ibaturis tiot^ 
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«i^.]iiiini]fai;^^ oftthdbitaabr^dr ^fiew worlds 
Tte Batmal pidlbsDpfaar, vAo Icfctares and dis^ 
fdtt^ lesqpedipeufe^ A^ tte prc^rties df tuids^ 
iwrtoins; ' putHxiat' atleiidcm OH > the Qa;ture and 
oads of thefffunM, alidifiMtdfites his doctrine9iii 
ftrnttirto C8IM6 mmf alvearty^lMij^ Jy^kM 

' dflidriptioa applies only to' ocdinaty dajnd- a^d 
pkoesjf mntfthe bri^eS) ion Sundays, thegafi^t^ 
is.pMdigiottdy encjreased; viffieties of giMntts ^ 
fiirmmi(( bcMii ff^ms mingle in 'Ihe dxerciA^^ 
gdlMttiya]^ mkth» Which aore suiiaHTisJ^Iy^ 
irestod«»f conssbness jof mimner) ^Msid^riag tiie 
pvooaseubiis mitMe of the a^sermblag^-^atekt 
thevfilM of a< ee^time, ^r the t€ta^ |)«]ft'iof^ 
bri^niiy^ ispM^ved in an a(^ilil^iitiM^ii«t^ 

eta»iited by die vidgar,' must not. bc^^emUMd^itf 
thii^ desei^onof the streets of Paris'i tJiey d#^ 
frequently to be seeui adding all ihe^kiMkie^rf 
thehr nation totbtd' tricks and solenM {pxsi^aiety 
flf tfaeir proli»»iOB» iii order to kftpr^s with cs^ 
dtaiity and ]^Mpect tlie mrnds ^ the sSiSigi^ 

jptmitits and others who se^k iimt i^statitie 
to vidkat^llse emcealmeilt of &tiiHrtty. : { ^0 

> itdt a^n^ lose the vJeinAiiaBgeihttf^m 
recollection, of a simple looisiii^'IAKitftd^ fron^ %h4 
coWBlttf, Malttciii^ at "014 desk ^ c^ o^ these 
kli^dstotv, lldK>^ wftk 8hhi^^«id.ge8^ttl<«|i^^ 

H 2 
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.andepapli^tio,twe9, was coiijtrplUagjjj^^^^ 
ctdties of the poor dupe,, ip whds^ &e^ eii|a36|^^ 
sion had become a mere jrivetod^gai;% ^;i£^* 
were fasciiiated Iby tfje look, of fal^r while heif54; 
ing ite decisions. If we &ncy te~ ouraelvfea . tfeipft 
extreme, anxieties of this igi^prsiit^j^tiice^ jcjdoi^^ 
bntcing the dearest. conce^s». md tprqhaWjr^ 
thet^irelitene^ .wielfare ofrber faqajly,.,iail4^'»tarfife 
into account the awfulnesi^ of the. test^: accoid* 
ing to her estimnti^ of 'it» t^'Yt^ch^he^ wasex- 
posiiig her hopes, the spectacle wilL ai4;mat;att| 
aiecting 6ne, We read stiU with jQopresse^ 
fe^ngd of tl^Q antient appeal^ to.the<ira<^f 
y^ no Athenian leader ever submitted.hip caus^^ 
i0 the decision of Delphos, with more uolimitf^d, 
<y>i^enQe, in the truth of the r^sppn^et. or .m<}re 
tremulous expectation of its importf. than^^tov 
judge from appearances, this untaught paysaane- 
*l^ aifi^cted by, when I saw her in th$, madi^r^v 
place of the Innocents, listening tp the rhodfh > 
iQontade of a ix)guish sybil. 

The costume of the females in the ^tcepjts.of , 
PtaiS, is not the least striking p^rt of their .exbi^. , 
bitibn to Ei^lisii strangers* Our couDtryitMS^^. 
who w^ent iirdt oyer, saw the promenadi^g }adiep(<. 
in a style of dress, which is.Uttle^jf at a^^caiciCAr.t 
tiir^d, in the following desci;ij^tiony ^i^^dqhXQ^iypjfj 
^Ota^l^B Esa$r^hf^ — _ ^, , ..f- 

/^^ A lump on two le^ seems tii^ibjUbagt^^ 
ycaki^Juifij^ ^ 13^« J^M^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



TH£ ladies' DBES6. lOt 

nSieg^y stuel<! on one side,'as if she had beeo 
robblag a Ibrd-iriayor's fodtman, and a petticoat 
innged, ftoiinted, ;and sticking 'out on aU sides 
Iflce a large bell, of which the two shdlfling feet 
underneath, looTc like the double clapper * * *\*. 
IMder the poke and the muff-box, the face some- 
times entirely disappears ; the poet would in vain 
looK for the Waist, which he so well described : — 

. /SPine by degrees, and beautifttUy less f" . 

Itlstied Up under the arms, — perfectly hung 
iri ;dlrapery ; and the man who would repose his 
gpx&p as formerly, on the bosom that was dear- 
^t to blm, must first ask pertnission pf the 
iiin.*/ / , 

^is id a picture of the modem female dress of 
jPrtoce, in the worst degree of its deformity. 
Its origin is curious as a trait of national cha^ 
TictbT* A yoiing and modest looking mademoi* 
seHe, one of their fkvourite actresses, who has five 
or six children i>y five or six fathers, appeared 
one evening on the istage in a Chinese pait, and 
of* course in the Chinese costumei^ 'The lady is 
pretty, her appearance was fimciful, and above 
afii it was new. The Belles of Paris were all in 
Ae course of the week metamorphosed into 
Chinese women; and straightway, according to 
the usual custom of ^ their country, forgot that 
th^ had tvet befen any thing e|s^ atid lp§t all 
ta)erani!;eibr thofi^e who cdiitinued ta l>e any thing 
H3 
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d^e.: ;A freak of themornin^^ mgg^kA:hy^t» 
theatrical exhibition of tbe'e^TeniiDgv-tt 
cmxe a standard b]r which, to judge of €he reiife of 
the worUL ' T3m is in the gAieral ^e ^£ th^St 
condnrt : —it forms i ^ery striking Teature' of 
the character of France, that she eanr^do nothing 
for herself alone. llV^en shi^ tbck a whim to^be 
free> her oiii^ liberty seemed a titfle, unless -i^ 
could become the instrument to liberate all 
mankind from the shackles of priests and kings: 
accordingly, Anacharsis 0oot^ 'appearett'>'bdlbi^ 
the nationalassemUy as tide re|)reseiitdtive4)^tbe 
human race, arrayed! in a ■ di veioty of 006t»IMSi 
corresponding to the various garbs ^^vhie^eon^ 
stituents, and followed by a crowd of pfttrioCs^ 
{lecordted as Hottentots^ Cherokees; kc^i ftom 
the tawdry wardcobes of tbelirirty tiitatiwi^itha* 
eaeh evening Commenced tiieir gaities 'lifter^ the 
iiaily and radre ' delightful aii^tisemetat o£'the 
guilbtine had ceased for a few hours. When 
the fashion took another direction, ^and the-r^d 
tap was found to have a leiss becoming ^ than 
the imperial crown, the boutidless philanthropy 
of tHe Frenfeb» would not let. them restin p«i^ 
:v;ntil tliey had distcibttted widely those e»^iii^ 
iUj^dsings, the destnictibn of t^de atid<tfae (m^ 
IseripiiOn^ Becdn^e Fnmoe bad altered tfce 
mode from a Bqwhliie to an Empire,' 'Bmt^e 
tnust bewme fhe-£mpif;e of the wert, tea part 
of France ; and beciyoae her niler prohibit^ the 
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il)»3rfif «ti|^.as»i )90^e,^^l^ lie' tar^Udiired tK>th 

so^} iniat ii&mlss::' t^^ dolic^Ms. ^ lu like 
iM|iQ^»^rltJ&«rv,£i^ vrhtfii tbey catbe 

foak'^kiSitsiy^y^ vdch^mJheads like iiiveftcjd 
^^ej^i.aiui in tHe r4^or^ed: sUapes^ of the 
0}jiiX€»e-^woii^m, ^^^ .^Mprepajred laugh 
loudly ahd riad^y^at^any iiis|aii!^ ^idan^e 

f^k*#aby tfi^ 4iiiisidiijui[is^ 09 if th^y 

i^eb^i>ail<i'iabk&dwled||6d 4io other ^st^si^^Mtrf* 

9^ii7€fcteivtdd'. the- Dadiess. D':4fig(>iktemb on 

her am'O^ from.£iig)tadi .'&^4m tears 

»t- the- thought --ijfife^ ^«i«fiM^ tmd thistt 

^tsnic^^>mto^^ . t^t^r^ at the^ay^earadtoe oiP her 

|»tfl&ilt)©tiwet^^--« MoalDieur qttefie figure !*V 1 

hiuve^^HKl^them exckini^ from Sunder the con- 

^ac^leifniai'ihair head-difesses, as they ambled 

nkiT^i^^^T^tlng th^^ a 

ehiM^iiling 'Englifthwoiiiany' walkingi past them 

;jwith a iifaiJs: sin^licity of gait, and gracefiii 

o49(daplitk>n' of her atlSre to her form. Yet the 

))li»Bd«pi»e signs of ti^^ir shops, apd -the pictures 

tishich^they fMCofess tQ adore in thi$ Louvre» pre- 

yieiitl >theia with* the dress wiuk:li^they insuk in 

.'^iJNb^^Visitors*'^ f ^ ,::^ '^ : •"'::•' .: ' 

:r Thia» alit^ugh i4K^ aaS&or 0^ 
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pxit)ciple^:kadsig tb ficUeiiew^ fai»tt^^t|Mlrn 
pi^vails amoog the [|«i^e>^I nAi ^idescriblttgiii 
T^iu^ wift fiMdiiy eim^ >adkMr«rlddg0^ th&r 
apprafaai]flSk0Cta¥09Uiii^^one qf(i^l««h^g»toM^- 
tba otbeiw a^Tbu^ theicjtepablioBiisiid^.noC^^^ 
tbomMlMes didtoootiied wjbes tbejrbecafliecto^ 

cqibfid i»f kbaetfl of grace, ^thi^liad fotf^cMMn^ 
nttrooly i^puUtoaa piiQcipl^ji ^bjut liiMih«iie' 
had boeo txnK^s and not aotawtjcmea^ ^heii siatt^-* 
'»iMle^gjbty<ifi<UiifMuid^ had:l^ei£gtuUotine(i.m'Bi^ 
dxy^BM a jvaeiifice to fieedom and hwmfiity, 
^fH^a liitle gUiUotmes were sold ii^/tiie sfai^ 
aatoyaifdar is^tildrefeu to teach them the (dulses <€, 
ciMbm^ >t^ and wlmi the gaiol ddiveries wei^ iiw 
diiimipiMte loaflsacrM of the iniB^ 
Wheii.1 irent jto their Museum of Art^ in liher 
loiMenboorg; I foitiid their studeiitSt untottchM 
hV :^e sweepiugi majesty of Rubens' peiM^^^ 
j)ewhed cupoll^'lHtk tables, assiduons}^ ieofpr^itigt 
thE:.liiuid jKtmetliite and cold «eaime6se»4of €bieir:' 
oami £>9^d..^ Th^ reverence^ attachineqt, 'i^nd^- 
sensei of .icoByieaiepc^ which ivith /daiRddlMi 
gBDetafi^^'.are the .^ow growth of-tim^ Mfdt 
pzjecepti and/^en^iee^spri«^;x^in4miali^^ 
iii:mir Jbemthmifftailinini^^from ihei singie^xi^ttsk< 
dtasi&m .that.^a :(h3ng i^ ^Fr^n^ sUmoehitu 
obnea^'lth^C witii Jlibe fia|»tc|Bciitial^<bi^4^^ 
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Bill 9«ldbibiimD^}4$ no^ witimit ite/efifect 

d«i$»:M»0^jttift£fednivi^^ limy attiity ^rni^ 
a«ii9)(tt«guib« ddinrwitiM : ^^Ae fioglkfa ^k^Mi 
wJb« iwitedidd^wit .ud, whcv witiiaiprofter ttfl^ 

ftilKrfifiihlilk ropen aJv.AQd dcess^ f»sedted /a- 
t;<nrtiMk: (ta tfa9(if»ricsng^ bendiiigv aitificiidti^ii 
amaiQg yMdb. l^ejr had come» tfaat» in< q||ito tft: 
it3'*MW&^i' abamedv it -into a laeose 4}f vits^roiinif 

glml^oOieii^aflBialed' their cduatrywomeoitoT^ 
d«vsio0y' for: th« usual efficafi^vofrtratb^'wiid: 
prio^^y .wa9; not wanting iaithk'iiBtaaeef^iaiidi 
t^^ fteljif^ cani}ii^ed their ackaoirle^hiflaltt/H 
nJiloi«m cmriouft to ^ee the <:6n|sa8t'iiir^«he> 
tlipi^i^. ;An EDgli$h paftyv iojEJiiiding^ seiteral . 
i^i!«jM»€% would h^ursti]^^ as hiimi^ intorooa.; 
c^ j^iQ|)enhaxee# -^with ifBsofdttstiqated kk)ka. 
GtfjTprjsiiaffiitioA ifx eopgoytocnti^^-a .regai^dktt^ 
.c]Mtil0& dorivabl^ from a gui]el«Ba )CotnciiHi9# 
ifesi^ -P^and an evident gMnenta e$C9pe^.£Nxa|.; 
sjiaiii^a and. diQak9,, itad to sitjicb^y' &^:4»i 
hraHibe imd to took abput^idiatn^vudbat^nedi 
opd^^miatticeate^ in iihe v^respectabflity jgNk atJ> 
tlfK^v«lMto(pf .Itemimq^ Mivcfflk V. 'Xha Eeomdi; 
ladies, on the contrary^ would hesitate at the 
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his death, '< mjrac%^/^?U.thfty tiiiMi^fiC^ 
loiAiii th^ own dMrt^itvanietf^' 4tiai tl^ kttight 

tteir 4p{i0araiic6' ww -^e ^erf^iivehtdi'^f €hM 
M)dv6/ 'dtoofliig, cordis^, ttttd^ )ra£^¥€|i(i^otkig 
mafiit^, trliich gs^ ^teasiire ti>^afv£B^|tt9hmaii^ii 
Mcognitibii of Ms ftii^ countrynromeii^ dito Jnd 

ofgtlW^rs^ . \. ^ / ;ji./ V'' • ^'•• 

The present is not the- first tana jdbttb' the 
fSrendi iadies' hare beem recalled iB^in- egctnu 
^ragaototto vMtpre by the example^ of ^Ss^gliriir 
Woftittt. At>o!it of the Toyat suppers at l^x 
4rtHe6, 'tb^ iriofiarch, Louis the Fourteenth; ;^)rb$ 
^t&frt«d by a sudden titter Md' tumult that buvst 
fiktb irom (&^<^rowdbdnnd bistable, £»e^mliied 
to 660 hlsvitiij^^ty leit his jelly and froit : his 
^^fgoky -Mtas roufsed to demand the causemf tins 
'ifrnptioA nf natural expressicm, so opposed to 
liie aiti&^ial state of the occasion* He' was 
told th»t^twd foreign ladies had made thrir ap- 
pearani3« in the strangest head^ dresses ; tiie^ 
positively had not a bit of plaster or pdwder oo 
thl^ heads $ their hatr was not friffidhid orpisksted 
^ Int^ an edMce df thMi' stories btgh;*^!!! 
%imt iS6ef v^m M^lm* 'fLwis thought^ 'thait, 
4f tlH^^^reie ^ desetibed to himrthey'iiiast 
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thaftrpefscqw^iK^i theyrBtodd ihack m- some .<»u< 
fiupmn^lm'mim hid a ttuidirsense aiMb kete 
wlish 4)&J^li^,4ieaA:il^^ rismr wough to wdine 
\nm ^ HiBgrf^ittiiUtliejr mtghit 1^ ii0flirec:>-<^ 
tUey' Jidviprnd^r sod ilte* ktiig» faftw a imttf 
gj«e^ pai<k>ltal]fe ooly^m a >kjiig.ahd .n'jiomit 
AeclBoatd,. ti^i tf/ifae iadka cx^ihof: xsiuil; ivefe 
VBmmaUe cseatures, rthey^ woulii/ dft idr^sallieir 
heads afiber ibefmazister.ofidieJianda(ime JBn^h 
iraniem .Xhiiriiqieech» ^utUiig die affiur xat ;ihe 
basts of reasQO^ could not but touch/the/^Enpmde 
p&iliisdpheimff ^eraaiffle&ta^the qnsBlu Tbey fiat 
up dA Big6lvt^l^tltiie]r^m)oiBftn I3ffi^^ 
carmties ^ :aiidf^ext imirnkig .appeared -at-^naas 
under ckcniiistaiicea of jsxlmai^nafy rii^t^tknoL 
The French account o^tfais^importajit iM^biu^ 
rende^ desckibea vfith mach drdiery the^teduitied 
loeka^ef grairity which th^ iadtes^putioft und^r 
:this ntetamoFphosky while» m tiatth, ti^y were 
ttbothadDgr the fedshigs of iaoig^bt^ and /shmne^ 
6x6itadjby a consdonsness of looking,^ ^ ^i^ 
ttair/ei /^'Ard / d^t know "okat^ ^ Loiaia» howev^r» 
*%ti]haiedihis wann approbatbti of the chaii^^, 
wA it accordingly becat^e the fashicm of 4di^ 
•day*; i-:. -- ■• ^ - ^• .■ • /-.,''?.." ^^ .-, 
f : 33be i^staai neiodeai^f ^m^ixpvk^heivmm 
as QO!»nimi««i¥dd: and tm^roi^iRgi^ «re cevlaiidy 
imifxsit moomiakAt willi.i# i|if«tef ^ j^Boude 
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o£H!]^jMttmes(9i^ "(Nrhk^ indicateft n creMiire'^'t^i' 
tmgied bSc all th0 airtificid ta^m M^fBi^tixtM6tk.^ 
^Oardtfdieiy^^ :«td t^ j^trng* Fc^ *d me,- 

ma light Their beavty is tiofctlMitof ftti Shgli^h'f 
womaflu it ^oonsists F&iher in exprebi^dn 'tha»i 'in 
featai:e i 'bat^ what with meaiHDgness of }d6k^ 
aodl rvivftctty of manher/ and fitiiEl efes/ and 
aj^lpiiish iffiKyreiiiisiltsi tliey certainty can, and^b; 
coi^areup.mogt influencing' app€iftir4i£bes. MT 
intend, however, to devote a chapter 'to 1^ 
females of Paria^ this mnoch of < tHttn here aectes 
aliBMist:tii(^ mudi, yet as fdrming pirt of the 
awntrf ist t^ streefas, it was nc^ss^ry to give a 
sketriitDf their.exterhals. ' ' 

Whatever may be thought ^ the waOdiig 
dcesa of the French ladies, that of the-ihftii'ior^ 
cbsses^cxf woiMri, mu^ I think,^ be adini^ll €6^ * 
be in^liiotuttsque and becoming; It is mSHeSi^ 
no doubts by a jauntiness of carriage i(tid'mlliti< 
ner^ whicfa mtirely prevents tfaatlook of'v«V^^ 
gga^-xad ddw^ness, that we often see 'iti'^l^ri^^'^^ 
laink^^ A f reneh girl, of whatever mOki iiM^s 
reeoltecte thset her sea: gives- h@r cerlafli ^lfH^^4 
legssj/iatid^jrequiMi ^a: certain^ atii ' wtii^ ' oSijg^^- 

p»jadiced^% lcAvfineais^i>£«ondMonJ^ 1%^pii^^ ' 
aa«nabii4iogna^ 
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l»|g^;hr9^> tlieir caps wi^le^mid jflMrii^^ thdr 

haadkeppbi^ qjf gncb cq^utsi ; their boildicekr 

coi)ti»sted,i^aj»Pfftrtl^ 

xamt of apaiuitf|i^/^aij^ in:dM»icet «n:eiq6y» 

m,^^ ia tbm woibpas and. Jooks ; < all ^togetliep 

thejT'give ao ^awmiee of -hiemg in/ ft ttdjuatim 

Ti^icbaiu:hida$:JJilf|2i«f ^ notlung j(i£«irffaang^taiid 

pip^a|essoz%. hew^yer poorthQ enUmeratUHi.of iis^ 
g^iiefal^tocd^ of firojpcurty: mi^ be deemed ib^a 
dpinM^ Uliser:£Dglftiid> wbew our wratisfai^ on a 

JAoti^ importlmt respectt^mffidttt jtuticeii^ 
notbeimdiQiaeto^JFi^ oi: ratber/they. 

fa^ve Mi&Fod imdw jiyustke. Tbey aro^^enf ; 
cleanly in theur persons and thtiMsn •nt^ tiiaiMtth r 
is^in common use iivath:tbem;, a»drl hope itiififll 
nofct be deemed pushing a txavieOyies^ obserimtiaBst ^ 
too &r^:if; I bear: testimony to. il^Mr/cbangiBg 
dip^willer^tpiirts .of their; dressy urinch ctmdnce 
mcntr- immediately to ;the ' camfartaUeMss i of 
ikem onm fedlii]g8»:not lefiari£re4uentfy tibm those 
acti^lfs,i^a^eliiatmeetthe eye.^£ths doBBr^eix 
,, jij'Mei jKtreeta of JParis^ did. not seem M meite ' 
ptm^ soijoany ^ cte c tesef distateas .and^g^tosB; 
difH^mfort>:r«a tjb^ o£ X<ondon«: OEheli^fatua^^ 
o4|M¥)imi heiAgii^ endidmakiD^^ a^ce^i^iadabfen 
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M. prevalent iii Bogkuid w^ theiJvadgar iand 
brtitid^ ~- Qsutting otur ears to bei iissatted^Stilii 
tcfeams and scoldutg^ if we go Jtatd^the^icM' 
^inaxters of our ktrge ttiwns;-^^ mft'OMimoiiio 
France; Wnungling; vi to be- heank 'lotiietittiM, 
bat IB' general. a visible poliab of leMirteey {mmt* 
vades aH the $ui&ce of MOnHyr dovm to ilts 
lowest extreimtie3«^ The foeggaifs are iiumerousi 
but they do not seem smitbai <M)r necessityt to 
their hearts. Dispositions in the cdimtry ^ 
which I am writing, ffloarish, in theisaitie^w^as 
ivy. floori^s, -^^tlirougfa walb, aloug^the grosoid^ 
or, in short, under any circumstances- ^-^^^^ Cha- 
rit6, Mtmstetar God dfiuf^ si't vous pluityV said a 
Freadi mendicajat tO' an £i^iishmaii/>witlt a Iciols 
that shewed he meaat only toibejarbfa, atidkni^ 
not that his words' could be eon^thied into inaiM 
lence- The beggar children^ oak: for a isouy ^ ieii 
pitie de ma nkis&re^"*-^and>then'titQii>t»inliifi 
over head andjhetlsi' One of them, hbout^eM 
years old^ -having received a trifle* isptu isaaie^of 
the ISmf^&A^ begged tdihave the'hiniou)D<to:»'sing 
themasong« .He kmg in a' veiy {^etty str^ 
and wilih alLthenaivcte^of hi^iiatbd^ twof^vkseB, 
the snbstance: of which was^'ihat tfa&tlieni^^ere 
ambitious, fond of "waov &tiifc;jbtttitlHi«^iKiii0f 
Tvereaof^ chanmi^tjandrAdlfd} Bentlinetik)«id 
hffie.'^SR gavewtfiiuiaieiipsesfl^^^igmiHA^ 
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nu ^iiii!faa .com^tmr. Ill 

M^rt-^i^ruiktrMhm^.he^A^ i»jawA son 

tsmitmpbs^ verse on :thi^ iteidfttt^^its pMipoi^ 
mn, tluut .when "vomen >{i^^ 
m ifehe istre^ — A^, 0^^ <mjkfm9s^.€^ Jemm$l 
sont ties Hoiks /'i^: i .* . .; • 

. II^lbe?lewe»t)paartB.of Patb»^ t^^ 
gjTQtclsfttiQiieM M^iich ndlievea the aippefg$siQ^ ai 
squidid&fls» asd^ftcmecty*^ T^ chatter^ aod 
8iB4e>taiid.haw» aad cuiteoj tw/ mudito.be sxb* 
3erable...!iro be Btrre».the great hamet'SHedvitk 
the/poor^ have a^strfUDge and /mid look, r*-*rad 
the blackness^' caused by their height and the 
oerrbtaieas of the.stseeta^ is in itaelf' glaovffyf.-^ 
but ^;pitople dtiopw much of cheerfuhittsa into 
tiiair cQtidiitio% to dissipate* it& malandi^rfx tsb^ 
dencieGUi>;Thejiifle6m to. act oh ^a^ ^jdindple >of 
flelec^wo,il&e athird that ptck$ tbe;$eeds .whkh 
eerverfttiiec food^.&omi a^heap iof hoxi^ and 
nauseolUa matter r: it. ,geta hut litde austeaian^ 
pediapsi but.Uiat littie ia;|i|iea0tatiaul..w]tK)te 
Mm»i Thns idle Frebeh wiU ^diatain latb^^thedi 
ipcommpde /themaelrfa) ;they. vf^ , onJ^ avati 
^^lemfidlves of .^i(ti ia^ agreeable whhin xt^^^ir 
reach, e^en iC by. .thus leloctiojs^ they iSce^conir 
peUed iko leave the tg^ipe^iker pert of. wbjRt natuiidlly 
' Mmes^ip oQotact with t^^m^ wtoindted^ < Wm> 
2;niean is> that iiitbibi]p«g hecowieadis«gse«dbl^ 
thtty: dAi:notithiok»>t^ii}^ gives, m^ 

pl«ia6aat:^o^(^i tjil^ d« liot}i<^ 
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fiMrward, «— and if looking backward etnnes re^ 
gretSi they do not look backward. Thehr tmnda 
are without that singular, but in some 4mlntrfiBS 
very common proper^, of cleaving with most 
attachment to what is most odious. It is not that 
th^y would estimate a dance in the evening as a 
mwe exquisite pleanire than the receiving borne 
of a husband or a son, uneiqpectedly safe after 
the dangers and horrors of such a campaign as 
that in Russia, — but if they can mans^e the 
dance, and cannot accomplish thd return of 
their relations, there can be no reason, they 
tibink, why the want of the greater should de^ 
prive thmn of the less^ gratiiicatbn. If Uiey are 
obliged to go without a. dinner^ of meat, w^ich 
ihey would prefer, there is nothing in their men* 
tal constitutions to prevent them, from enjoying 
the apple which they can afibrd to purchase, to 
tiie fuU extent of what an apple can bi^tow. 
Instead of thinking the worse of what they have^ 
because it is not so good as something which 
they have not, they deem that the cm^umstance 
of possessing it places it, in point of excellence, 
fiu? above any thing that is unattainable.^ 

These then, I repeat, are the people to be 
lively in action, shallow and oareless in purpose, 
f-*ta be ever afloat and loose cm the sea of 
events, to ;|eel nottnng^inglomua but inactiyi^ 
Uttd dtfvery thin^ ^oiiora^ that is u^iMBSf^Jk^ 
meoXd trh«s«La»t tlyyeople to make xsires^ shows 
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0f >ftii&. valuaUe» .wlncli Ae fedymgs d£^ others 
itt«ipeHtbem to psessrae in a^ quiet v&nd sac^d 
^•«i^iiBH»i:) thwe, inv shoisb^ ave the people to 
ttfitoejrv when! ther^ are masters of Europe^ thi^t 
4!ketfi,is na gfsatxress but in «^nquest, and to be 
:eq^.a% cfmi^isDced, a&er they have been b^aten^ 
:4il»t true^ noifaieness lies) in modei^ion ; — <^to 
Jmant of theit despotic Emperor and I^is grange 
pem^ one jeBjr, and the next to be penetrated 
mth Jthe.iaecesinty of a national irepresentation^ 
Ihe liberty of the p^ess, a^d that there is nothing 
4aiiily^illu8trioua but freedom* 
/ ) The fronts of all the public buildings, a,nd not 
afeiwof the |uivate ones, of Pans, giveate^ti- 
viony,. partly wbimsical and partly melancholy,^ 
4bat governments^ creeds, and other such seri- 
ous, matters, ane here introduced, danced foir a 
while be&re t&e eyes, and findly displaced, as if 
ttey were so mwy figurel^ of a magic lanthom. 
«Tlie palaces hdving been originally im])ressed 
iWith the symbols of the Bourbons, that were 
hatiw^d down by the cannon of the Jacobins, 
,&»r some time di^p^yed the insignia of the Re- 
public, U2itil they w^e covered with N's by the 
Jacobinical, consular, imperial Napoleon j and, 
4itri|ig my visit, the French artists were racking 
thcyff ingenuity to discover the nefttestqiethods 
,of tmming the letter N^nto ah I^ for Louis, or 
4Ha % for Henry the Fourth, The statue of thfe 
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latter monarch, on the Pont Neuf, havii^ been 
thrown down by the revolutionists) the place it 
occupied was filled by Buonaparte with a rqprei- 
tentation of his own person, and if France did 
not feel that the change was unseemly and. un- 
grateful, it was not to be expected that the 
Emperor should. But the ]&nperor had^ in ttim» 
vanished, when I first crossed the Font Neuf^ and 
Henry the Fourth was rising again in plasty. 
One of the first Hotels in Paris was named fay 
its proprietor, Hotel de la Guerre, during the 
predominance of the good fortimes of Buona- 
parte : but scarcely had the eagle given place to 
the lily, when a re-baptism was celebrated, 
and Hotel de Commerce in large letters now 
gives an important sanction to the returned fa^ 
mily and their system. The Hotel de la Victoire^ 
its dream of glory o'er, has subsided into the 
Hotel de la Paix. But the most remarkable 
instance of this unprincipled fickleness is fUr- 
nished by the front of the Coffee-house, which, 
as a public proof of the fervent loyalty of its pro- 
prietor to his imperial ruler, the painter was in 
the act of consecrating with the words De PEm- 
pereur, when it chanced that the Allies entered 
Paris, and Buonaparte was deposed. As a few 
hours of deliberation sufficed to turn die Current 
of the allegiance of the most devoted of allSenates, 
a few dashes of the blush converted De l^Effi* 
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pereur into Des Empereurs, and this delicate 
compliment mine host doubtless expected would 
be much esteemed by the allied monarchs, when 
they entered, ^ conquerors, the capitrf pf 
France. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



*pARIS seems at first sight a place devoted 
-^ solely to enjoyment, and it is difficult to 
devise how every one is so well provided with 
the means. In the principal streets, almost every 
second house has a part of it devoted to amuse- 
ment, or luxurious gratification of some sort. The 
shops appear to be almost exclusively occupied 
with embellishments and eatables, and, certainly 
wherever superior ingenuity is shewn, on which 
Paris may fairly plume herself, it is in the manu- 
facture of some decoration, some piece of vertu, 
some elegant trifle. The fashionable Boule- 
vardes are lined with Baths, where you may 
lie in warm water, and have the most delicious 
refreshments floated towards you from an in- 
visible hand — Cafes, where coffee and liqueurs 
are taken — Restaurateurs, where dinners are 
served, — Patissiers, where you may regale 
on patties and ices, — theatres, and billiard 
rooms. — But the Palais Royal, which is justly 
said by the Parisians to be without its equal in 
the world, demands to be principally noticed^ 
now that I am to touch on these subjects. 
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It is a square enclosure, formed ot the build- 
ings of the Orleans Palace ; — piazzas make a 
covered walk along three of its sides, and the 
centre is an open gravelled space, with a few 
straight lines of slim trees running along its 
length. There is a neat compact elegance 
visible in the architecture of what was the 
palace, — but the building is now insignificant 
compared with its purposes, and you can no 
more attend to its proportions, than you could 
fix your attention on the prospects adorning the 
banks of a river, if you were hurried down one of 
its cataracts. 

The climate ^f France, and the character of 
the French conspire to cause them to seek 
their pleasures out of doors. Home is the 
only place they neglect ; it is a place only for 
their necessities :•. — they must sleep there, and 
the tradesmen must transact their business there; 
a bed, a table, and a few chairs are there* 
fore wanted, and a small room or two, uncar- 
peted and bare, must be hired. I speak, of 
course, of the mid41e and inferior classes. But 
all that is inspiring and comfortable, they seek 
out of doors, — and all that they pride them-> 
selves in being able to procure, is in the shape of 
decoration and amusement. 

The Palais Royal has grown to be what it is,, 
out <}f these habits and dispositions, and now 
presents the most characteristic featureof Paris:— 
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it is dissolute, gay, wretched, el^ant^ palfryv 
busy, 8ind idle :-^ it suggests recollections of 
atrocily, and supplies sights of fascination 2-^ 
it displays virtue and vice living on easy 
terms, and in immediate neighbourhood with 
each other. Excitements, indulgences, aild pti«« 
Vations, — *-art and vulgarity, -«-- science and ig^ 
tiorailce, — artful conspiracies, and careless de- 
^ baucheries, — all mingle here, forming an atmos" 
phere of various exhalations, a whirl of the most 
lively images, a stimulating melange of what is 
most heating, intoxicating, and subduing. 

The Palais Royal was the focus of the revo- 
lution: its coffee-houses, its theatres^ its eel* 
lars, its gambling houses, its bagnios, poured 
forth their living streams into its central space, 
to listen to the invitations of the orators, who 
incited the people to carry into efiect the savage 
schemes organized within its concealments; It 
was here, that a joke, or a nod, operating on a 
loose, reckless, heartless rabble, was, in general, 
the mandate of torment and carnage, -*-and some^ 
times^ by wdl-timed and fortunately directed 
obscenity and falsehood, the instrumitot of 
dissipating the fury of those whom mercy 
could not soften and justice could not restrain* 
A. raging, vociferating gang of murderers, men 
and women, brandished their pifces^ to de- 
stroy the house and family of an ari^ocrat^ 
who had himself escaped from their fury. An 
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s^pmlto priiic^ m)d feeUpg wit$ out of the 
qui^on at wch a tim^, and tQ such bemgs ; but 
a profligate i^easautr}^ supplied the suitable ap* 
pBcation. ^ Why pull down his hpunp ?*' -r- 
exdaimedthekitercesspr, B^uofeed on a ch^ir — 
^it is his laadlofd's : r-p- why kill his wifp? — 
Aeisthe public's : — why paawafgre his children? 
^-i5*d»y prdbably bdiong/t^ mme of yourselyiep/* — 
A y^ of memm&it hrbk^ out frooti the coggriST 
gatioB of funes> aod th^ iangfa of i^ce prpve^ h^ 
this instance, a reprieve for the inpocf^nt^ 

The iofanKius Dul&e of Orleans to whom the 
palace belonged, here eicpeoded }m immense 
wealth in nursing, by means of horrible im- 
Bioralities, the revolution, of which he himsdf 
was the victim. The scenes that were acted x 
hero at that time are not susceptible of de- 
acriptipn: — the almost unbounded revenues of 
this weak and wicked prince, weve directed^ 
9t the isu^estion of the woi^ wretches, to 
emry puipose of human d^ravity, included 
wilhin the opposite Unuts of sensual indulgence! "^ 
Mid oold and cruel ambition. From hence is* 
sued jQHt the ferocious piobs of prostitutes, pois* 
sacdes, and blackguards, whose character and 
conduct £3nn the history, fiar several years, of a 
nation calling itsdf ^ceaL The day at length 
earner who^ he who had never been but the 
creature of those whom he fancied he guided, ^ 
was to perish by the storm he had assisted to 

14 
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raise. The Duke of Oleans was dragged tahiv 
death by the mobs who had been trained in^hi^ 
pay, and his last journey was marked by s^n 
incident truly French: — those who had par- 
taken of the debaucheries and crimes of the 
Palais Royal, stopped its owner, opposite to its 
well known gate, when he was on his way te the 
fatal machine that was to terminate his miseries 
and crimes ! They wished to read in his haggard 
countenance the emotions caused by this sight, 
so pregnant with intolerable recollections ;^ — 
they could not deny themselves the indulgence 
of this extra barbarity j — they would not be 
deprived of the right of exulting over the fall of 
guilt, in which they had deeply participated ! — 
Are not these things, which were not done in 
a corner, which twenty-six millions of men saw 
perpetrated as their public acts, which power- 
fully influenced the thinking, the habits, and the 
interests of Europe, — and have, more than any 
other circumstances, contributed to fonn the cha^ 
racter of the age, — are they not tlie public mo- 
numents of France, as much as the pillars which 
she has erected, or the pictures which she has 
stolen ? V She vaunts of her public places : the 
question is, what sentiments and recoUeictions do 
they chiefly excite? It is these that are to form 
her glory, — for glory is an estimate of the mind. 
The Palais Royal is still a place where news 
and politics are discussed. There is in Paris^ 
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what strikes afi Englishman as an tmidsual num^i- 
ber of persons^ who seem loose from actual oc* 
cupation, without indicating that they are above 
it. The period of my visit to that capital, which 
was shortly after the destruction , of a govern- 
ment, the disbandment of an army, and the re* 
turn of legions of prisoners of war, was more 
than commonly calculated to display this appear- 
ance,— but I apprehend, from what I could 
leam» that it always exists. The crowds of the 
Palais Royal are thus formed, and it puts on its 
air of bustling dissipation, and lounging sensu- 
ality, at an early hour of the morning. The 
chairs that* are placed out under the trees, are 
to be hired, with a newspaper, for a couple of 
sous a piece : — they are soon occupied : — the 
crowd of sitters and standers gradually increases; 
— the buz of conversation swells to a noise: — the 
cafes fill:— the piazzas become crowded:— the 
place assumes the look of intense and earnest 
avocation, — yet the whirl and the rush are of 
those who float and drift in the vortex of plea- 
sure, dissipation, and vice. 

The shops of the Palais Royal are brilliant : 
— they are all devoted to toys, ornaments, or 
luxuries of some sort. Nothing can be ima- 
gined more elegant and striking than their nu- 
merous collections of ornamental clock-cases: 
—-they are formed of the whitest alabaster, and 
many of them present very ingenious faqcifiil 
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demesh Qne$ for Stance, tI»ajfciI«AW» ym\1^ 
fym$ie %we» ia tbe gwrb ^p/^ witb the a^* $4^ 
Fieasur^i hidipg tbe hour$ with 4 :&ld of h^E 
scftiity dfupery : ~» oae : hour alone pimped ov^U 
9»d that indicated thq tim^ pf the dayj tb# 
mechanism of the wof)j:9 caused it to )>9 iB»}p. 
eeeded by t^e nei^t i^ fiuccessipn^ Others were 
modelled after the moH fiivq^isite j^iotwef; «»d 
sculptures t ft-^ David's Horatii and Curiatii, h^d 
been v^ frequently copied, The beguty and 
variety of the snuflE-boxes, and the article in 
cut-glas^ f^ the ribbons and 8ilks» with their 
exquisite colours, the art of giving which i^ not 
known in £ngla»4-r-tbe pro&^ion andsed«ic. 
tiveness of the Mag#me^ dea Gopnmmdfi^'r^ 
ere matchless. There are also several paas^gM 
9t the l»ck of the j^ace itself, all full of this 
scH't^f dia^ay, fhou^of m mSmot kind^ luid 
iacludmg the features of vii^e in puure di^tin^ 
A^brmity. . Many of the sh<^ io these, are 
kept fajT small booksellers^ whp expi^se tjb«V 
wares beyond their windows on stalls, t~ an4 the 
mentioning of this fact induces n;ie to notice h&£^ 
two ciroumftfances highly cl^racteristic of Piris, 
and iadiGative of its moral atni social state* 

The first is the es^treme profligacy and fil^iir 

neas of the books and prints that are e^p^eed 

fw sale. The vilest publications lie about eveiy 

where, thtx>wing in your face a grossness which 

^amounts sather to brutality th»n mei^ sensudilrjir. 
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Itk ft prodf how deep and genctral i«itfa»vicbus«» 
ness e>f manners which causes this, that they niil 
through al} the degrees nec^estsary to adapt them 
to every class of purchasers. SMreare as ele» 
gant as art can make them, ^^^dthers mere inl«^ 
laihous deformities. There are editio&a ^ the 
works of all the established authofd^ gradiaated 
for every description of taste :-^ in 'otie the 
prints! are chaste and good, in anotbeir H^eiitioaa* 
ness begins to appear, ->^k^ a third it is noi^ 
apparent, — * in a fourth it amounts to obscenity. 
All these are finely est^cuted, but tihere are 
others, regulated accordii^g to the same scale of 
wickedness, which are doAe iti a mucfa itiferic^ 
vffijjor the wants of ^^ p^or. From the conu 
pletene^ ^of the supply may be judged the ex^ 
tensivenei^ and certainty o^the demands But 
the most horrible drcuniMftnce connected widt 
this branch of Parisian manufacture remuns to 
be t(M : it is so mui^h a meuK^er of eomnum 
trade, that the women in the sh6p8^«^and every 
diop is kept by a woman, ^-vend these artidtd 
with the utmost unconcern. A tradesman's wift 
win tell her daughter to take down a hock for 
the gentleman, the interior of which is a paft* 
demonium 6f grossness. A respectable book- 
seller in my preiience/ Insulted a female custom* 
mer, by putting into hir hands nn edition <^ 
JPcmtaine, saying, <<the prints of this book, 
Jif adam^ are beautiAiI, but ^ey would render 
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it improper for the eyeR of an unmarried lady/* 
It is in this easy way that they define virtue and 
vice: IJiey know nothing of llie differrace as a 
matter of feeling, — it must take the tangible 
and palpable shs^e of an action before they 
can perceive it, and even then their perception is 
not always correct. 

It is to the disgrace of French art that it is a 
slave to this dissolute taste. The artists labour 
to unite the gratification of obscene dispositions 
with the result of elegant conceptions. They, 
make the display of nudity their principal ob- 
ject } — it is evidentiiy not done by them in the 
natural and necessary course of the subject, but 
in the depravity of the artist, addressed to the 
depravity of the observer. Venuses are hung 
out, without the print-shops, for those who 
know nothing of form but as an object of lasci* 
viousness: — the bad intention is, in short, 
every where apparent, and, to judge by the 
enormous quantity of provision made for this 
brutal appetite, one woidd say that it exists in 
Paris . to a degree of coarseness di^aceiul to 
the people, and utterly contradictory of all their 
pretensions to refinement. 

United in view to this shameful featiu*e^ is 
one of another kind, and their neighbourhood 
illustrates the national character. In France 
you have no security against the existence of an 
evil, in the possession of what is commonly and 
naturally opposed to it : — the French recoucfle 
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^enesB mth fUth, politeness with coar^enes^ 
•honor with falsdioodL In like manner, the shops 
that> present the grossness above allujded to, are 
crowded with elegant literature, placed out 
'evidently ibr numerous purchasers. The best 
French classics, histories, poets, &c. are heaped 
on every stalls and lie among the trash of 
•political pamphlets, which prove . nothing but 
that there is not a particle of political under- 
standing . or piiiidple in all France. . The good 
books . mus^ ,be purchased . as , well , as the bad 
otnes, — and in poijsit of^fact, they are purchased. 
.You cannot walk three steps without encounter** 
ing a stall rich in literature : the bridges and 
quays are full of them; the entrances of the 
palaces are hung round with the wares of these 
itinerant venders, — for in Paris, their notions of 
what may be termed the decorum, of elegance 
are not very troublesome ; — the passages to the 
courts of justice, are markets for, these com- 
modities. The French then read a good deal, 
^d evSiences that they do are every where 
appai:ent in Paris. The females in the public 
situations of trade are all seen reading,-:- never 
working at theip»needles. Even the poor girls, 
who sit by stalls where toys are sold, are gene- 
rally occupied with a book when not engaged 
with a customer^ I have looked over their 
.shoulders, and seen Madame de Genlis, Ma-^ 
'4lame Sevigne, Voltaire, Marmontel, in theif 
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hafl^b. Thk is jnM as if, in London^ the apfde- 
womea should be dbserved i^eadiiig the Specp- 
tator^ or fiMwdl^s life of Johnson, es PofM^s 
frorks, «n appearanoe whiofa ifxiuld he deemed 
6 phen^enon. I3ie coramoii 'Classes of the 
t^ndi thereforet are polished and conversable 
to a degree imkaown >in England ;--*-*the wosst jb£ 
it is, that, in the counUy of which i am writ- 
ing, the pe^ple^s courtesy and chattering mean 
nxAibihg ; they Stb not prove the es&stence either 
of 1ulowle%e or of feding ;«-^ nay, the truth kf 
tiieir excess proves the want off both. Where 
vrords and ibrms fafthfuUy indicate cmsrespond^ 
ing sentiments, ^ey will always be more 
sparingly employed than where this connection 
has be^ brokai : and there is a certain point of 
national character and condition, ^t which read- 
ing will be *vei7 generally diUj^ed throughout 
the community, pnecisely because it has littie or 
no effect in producing earnestness of thinking 
on (he inteiffests and duties of life. 

To return now to the Palais Royal. It mi^» 
after this digression, 4)e supposed to be the hour 
of dinner ; and the salons 6£ 4he Restaurateurs 
itfe all full. In proportion as^e homes of the 
F^sians ajre uncomfortable in an Englishman's 
cstftnation, their places of public res<xrt and 
tefreshment haVe an air of enjoyment, abund- 
iUice, 'fiaidMess, and congeniahiy, to^vHtichte 
Ikas bigui itttesH^iinaccustomed. 'Irota five to 
9 
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faatf past sev0Q» crowds of botii sexes poyr into 
afl the numa*oii8 receptacles of this de^askptkm^ 
&e invitations to wfaidi hai^ ferth 80« thick as to 
tetonish the Aitkih stranger* The prace charged 
nithin for dinner, is specked on many of 4&s 
6igl», and v^es from turentj-five sous^ -^afaocrt; 
one jdiSling, — to four franks, above three. For 
ibeae sums four or five dishes a-head are pro^ 
mised ; half a bottle, or a bottle of wine, a desert 
of fruit, and bread << at discretion/' Tbe latter 
stipulation of this engagement is no trifling one, 
for it is knowh^tibtat a Frenchman^Tdiscreticm in 
the article of bread, is not <rf^ the soberest kind. 

The supaior Rest^u*atettrs, however, specify 
nothii]^;-^i»id here both the supply and the 
«erving*up arls of the most elegant description. 
Casts from the exquisite antiques in the Louvre, 
stand in the niches, — lamps, with beautiful 
shades, throw a noble light on the tables, •— the 
waiters ate active, and Madame, the mistress, 
sits in her splendid recess, as a superintending 
diviiiity, decorated, stately, but gracious; her 
looks full of the consciousness of her sex and 
station, her manner, welcoming, polished, and 
adroit. — In the artifices of cookery, and all the 
seductions of the table, the French are adepts: 
— nothing can be more unfi>unded than the 
commion idea in England, that they are com- 
paratively tem^ierate in this r ei^ct* Their 
ynsthty c^ vdishesi tempts the iippc^er tSidl^rre^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



XSB rtm PALAIS ROtAL. 

<sauces apply themselves irresistably to the palates 
instead of eating less meat, because they take 
more soup than the English^ they add the ad-< 
ditional soup to a much larger repast of meat 
than is commonly made in England.^ A little 
delicate looking woman, will think' it no violation 
to. say — " O, man Dieu !fai mange pour quxiire^^^ 
•"^ and really, both females and men apply them- 
selves with a determination, dexterity, and 
<^relessness of observation, to the contents of 
their numerous dishes, which, in a country 
where the secret is less known how to redeem 
by manner the essential grossness of things, 
would constitute downright gormandizing. 

The appearance of ladies sitting among crowds 
of men in these public ^ooms, startles the En* 
glish visitor, as a custom that trenches on the 
seclusion that he is inclined to think necessary 
to the preservation of the most valuable female 
qualities, in the tenderness of their beauty. It 
is, however, in this respect as in many others in 
Paris; — there is no sensibility for any thing 
beyond the action itself, ^— there is an utter 
ignorance that the highest sense of value prompts 
restraint, concealment, and precaution, — there 
is a thorough indifference for what cannot be 
sensually enjoyed. Can a woman lose her virtue 
by dining in this promiscuous assemblage ? — 
can we better shew our regard for women, than 
by making them our inseparable companions? — 
where would they find a compensation for the 
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pleasures of which you would deprive them?— 
these would be the questions which a Freuchmasi 
would put, if he heard you object to the prac- 
tice in question. 

The advance of the evening throws out, still 
more prominently, the native and most peculiar 
features of the Palais Royal. When the nu- 
merous windows of this immense mass of build- 
ing are. lighted up, and present to the eye, con- 
tempklting them from the dark and deserted 
ground in the center, a burning exterior, lead* 
ing the imagination to the. lively scenes within, 
perhaps a more impressive spectacle is not to be 
found in the world. From its foundations floods 
of light stream up, and illuminate crowds that 
.make their ingress and egress to and from the 
cellsurs, which are places as well of amusement 
as of refreshment. Here there are dancing dogs, 
blind men who play on musical instruments, 
ballad singers, petite plays, and the game of 
dominos. The seats are crowded with men 
and women, — wives mingle with prostitutes, 
tradesmen with sharpers : the refreshments are 
all of a light nature ; nothing like intoxication 
is seen, and there is no very gross breach of 
decorum in behaviour. 

It is very certain, that if there were any . 
similar places of resort in London, such abo- 
minable condupt would prevaiji among them, 
that they would b^om^ inmffexahle nuisances ; 
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— whereas, in Raris, fflere is nothing seen pain* 
ftdlyto offend the eye, arid this is enough to 
satisfy the l^arisians that they ought not to shock 
the mind. But the truth is, that grdssness of 
conduct is the natural and becoming barrier that 
itands between virtue fttid vice, — it proves that 
the two are kept totally distinct, that the par- 
lizans of the latter feel themselves proscribed, 
rejected^ disowned by the respectable. Tii^ 
-dms carry with them the brand of thdr infamy, 

— the good shudder at it and avoid them, 

— they disgust instead of alluring, — th^ 
excite a horror which counteracts the tempt- 
ations to licentiousness. It is a sign that tte 
virtue of a nation is spurious and debased, not 
that its vice is scanty and unaggravated, when 
its manners fail strongly to mark the distinction 
between the worthy and the reprobate. Where 
the morals are generally loose, where principles 
are unsettled, and duties ill understood and 
worse practised, the most vicious will assume a 
companionable decorum of bebavioui:» for they 
will feel that tbey are not much out of the 
common way ; and, being on terms of familiarity 
and communion with all around them^ their 
iniquity will help to form a generally debased 
i^tandard, kistead c£ remaining distinct and 
odious, as a contrast to what is pure and va- 
luable. This is the true se«et rtTwhat is termed 
the superior decency of Ptois in some respects. 
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It caimot be said to exist in any oiie instance <£ 
lupaiority ia ^diat is good ; -~ it is not to be 
ftund in a doser regard to the innptial contract, 
in a higher 9eme of what is honourable in tram- 
actions between man and man, or in abstinence 
&om sensual indulgences. Hoy in each and ali 
of these reacts, the French are notoriousl]f 
less strict than the English : -«- but their pros^ 
tttutes are better behaved, and their public 
assemblages are not so boisterous, -^ the causes 
of which are, that their women of the town 
are less a peculiar class than those of England^ 
and that the quiet and comfort of their hornet 
are less sacredly pie&ervedi and fcmdly esteemed; 
. Above the ceUars. and the shops of the Pdai^ 
Royal, there are the elegant Caf^s, — the common 
and licensed gambling hcaasesand bagnio8,^^T- and#^ 
alill higher, the abodes x)f the gQilty> male aoiik 
female^ of every description; The first masu 
tioned (theCafes) are in fact JnilHant temples o£ 
luxury : ---Qn entfidng them &ar the. first tioie^ 
one is almost struck back by their glare of deco» 
ration and enjoymeoi* X^adies and gentlemen 
in their colours, ami statu^ia their :wh|itenesa^ 
-rr^ and hmy waiters^ a^d^ {mated walls, and 
a|wrkling deUcacdeaof eneeEy kmd,.ase mingled, 
and repeated, aasd^ extendcfd in. s^fiearanee te 
infinity, by numerous miirora, which add vastt 
ness to degance, and the effiset of a crowd ta 
the (^pBrtence of, luxomniodfltiog. In one. of 

K 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



193 THE PALAIS fUOYAU 

tibese, the Cafi des milles cohmiies -r- (so called 
becaiBe its columns are reflected in glasses till 
th^ bccoirie thousands) — a priestess of the 
place presides, with even more than the usual 
pomp of' such persons. She is a fine woman, and 
admits the stare of her visitors as a part of the 
entertainment which they have a right to expect. 
Ff>r a minute or two she reads, holding the book 
delicately at arm's length, and simpering as if to 
hei^self at its contents, in the consciousness that 
she is at least regarded by fifty eyes : — then, 
with a look of official dignity, she receives a 
<K^tomer's money from one of the waiters, and 
daintily! dips her pen into a burnished ink*stand, 
^r- after which she drops the necessary memoran- 
dum <m the paper, gracefully displaying her 
4nely shaped hand, and exquisitely white kid 
gloves. Occasionally, one of the gentlemen in 
the cofSeetrroom sits down by her side, and talks 
gallantrjrasikhey do on the. stage, — that is to 
i^y^Jwith the air of knowing that he is the 
object of general remark. 
.! Leaving these scenes where Pleasure puts on 
her gaybst tral^pings, and appears in all her 
smiles and fascinations, you ^may enter others 
where her attire is coarser, and she had assumed 
more of the louring, jaded, desperate look of vice. 
The CqfS Mohtansier was a theatre during the 
revolutionsHry period^ and it :stiU continues to be 
divided into .galleries and pit: — the stage is 
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covered with a vast bouquet of flowers. Hei'e 
*the company is understood to be of a loose 
description : the men are chiefly military, — the 
wornen prostitutes* The former go lounging 
about, from below to above, and from abov6 ib 
below, — and the large proportion which theit 
profession forms of all public assemblages, and 
their reckless, irregulai% profligate carriage^ t)pen 
one*s eyes to the blessings of a military popula- 
tion, and to the prudence and patriotism of thos* 
who.wpuld cause military badges to be regarded 
as objects of thef highest ambition, by holding 
them: forth as the, most honourable indications 
of desert. ^ 

The gambling rooms constitute spectacM 
purely shocking. They are license'd and te. 
spected by the government, and therefore- they 
are orderly and regular on the surface of theit 
-arrangements and behaviour : — but they arife 
licensed by the government, and tfterefoYe they 
destroy the foundations of order, morals, ho- 
nour, and loyalty. If a father debauches hi^ 
children, is his family likely to be noted for 
subordination and respectability? The Bri- ^ 
tish lotteries would be equally infamous, if 
they were equally ubiversal and constant in their 
effects, — but they are not so, and the French 
government supports numerous petty lotteries ih 
addition to the gaming tables. A writer in one 
of the English prints, who dates his communi* 
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cation fyom Fans, thus espresdes himsdf en 
these subjects:— 

" Gaming, in every country sufficiently inju- 
fious, in this is rendered doubly destructive from 
the small sums that may be staked. ^ At the first 
iables with which the Palais Royal, and indeed 
almost every dktrict of Paris, abounds, md to 
$ame qf which females are admitted as well as Tnen^ 
40 small a sum as two francs, or twenty-pence* 
may be staked. The evil of this will easily be 
fteen ; every artisan who can earn, every shop- 
man or apprentice who can purloin that sum, 
may try his fortune at the gaming table ; and, 
not content with this encouragement to the 
spirit of play, the government provides in the 
course of every year, not less than about one 
hundred and eight;/ htteries^ one of which is 
drawn nearly every other day, and in which per- 
sons may purchase even for the small sum of six- 
pence : —the consequence is, that the family of 
many a labourer is frequently deprived of its 
daily food, to indulge this vile spirit of gamb- 
ling, which the vile policy of the government 
has created and fostered. All this evil is tole- 
rated in order to raise a revenue which appears 
almost inconsiderable* The produce of the 
gaming-houses, and places of debauchery, for 
they are all tax^ do not, according to Monsieur 
Pichcm, amount to more than fourteen millions 
of £rancs, or about 6oo,oooL per annum. For^ 
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merly they were farmed foi^ twelv«k iiu}l(on& pet 
^invim. The individual who rented theip, re- 
tired with a fortune of tiiirty millions^ and now 
resides on a domain which he has p^ichased^- 
and which once belonged to the Duchess of 
Bourbon. At present the tables are in the. 
bf^nds of the gove^me^^ and may equsd the 
whole estimate of Mqiiaieur Pichpnij hut what- 
ever maybe the aiiapHptt of the profit derived, there 
is no man who must not see^ that wbeq hakuiced 
against the Iosq of patiqpal mon^.theiSumJsr 
contemptible indeed.'* 

On entering these hmrid {daces, you are firi^ 
startled by the preparation of t.aking from you 
your hat and stick in the anti-chamber ; — when 
you proceed into the rooms where they play, 
your heart is withered by anxious Ipoks^ and a 
heated stillness, rendered more impresiuve by 
the small interruptions giyen to it by the sudden 
sharp click of a bit of wood, which intimates 
that the winner is seizing his money. Of all 
popular vices, gaming is the most odious and 
deadly: it is opposed to all social feelings, — it 
renders even extravagance selfish, ^nd improvi- 
d^QK^ mean} — it stifles kindness in propiortion 
as it encourages hope: — it gives to the dispo- 
sition a sharp, edgy, cdntracted character, and, 
while it rains the circumstances more fatally and/ 
sorely than any other illicit pursuit, it throws 
neither pomp nor pathos around the down&lL 

K4 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISd THE >ALAIS ROYAI. 

About these odious tables, half-pay officefs, pri'- 
vate soldiers, clerks, and ex-employes, are seen 
in a desperate contention with treacherous for- 
tune : — the expression of the face, as the tremb- 
ling hand puts down the piece of money is awful ; 
—-one piece follows another, — gold is succeeded 
by silver, and, from five franc coins, the unfor- 
tunate wretch is reduced to the risk of a single 
franc. He loses it, and leaves the room with a 
face that ^bespeaks him drained and desperate. 
For what atrocity is he not nowprepared? Theap- 
pearance of women at these tables is still more 
horrible: — their sex which is so susceptible of 
lovely appearances, natural and moral, seems 
equally calculated to display the features of de- 
formity both natural and moral in their most 
revolting aspects. 

There is yet much more that belongs to the 
Palais Royal, — but I believe I have described 
all that will bear description. Prostitution dwells 
in its splendid apartments, parades its walks, 
starves in its garrets, and lurks in its comers. It 
certainly is not so riotous in its manner as in 
England,-^ but it is easy to see, that its profli- 
gacy is of a deeper, fouler, more nauseous kind. 
Old men and old women are employed as 
regular inviters, and they think they consult the 
interests of those who employ them, by putting 
their invitations in terms the most offensive to 
a manly taste. 
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Such" is the Palais Royal ; — a vanify fair — a 
mart of sin and seduction ! Open, not on one 
day of festival, or on a few holidays, — but every 
day of the week. Every day does it present 
stimulants and opportunities to profligacy, and 
extravagance, — to waste, and riot, and idleness. 
It is there- — always ready to receive the inclined, 
to tempt the irresolute, to confirm *bad habits, 
and dispel good resolutions. It is there, — as a 
pestilential focus of what is dangerous and de- 
praved, — a collection of loose and desperate 
spirits, in the heart of a luxurious capital, — ^^as 
a point of union for every thing that is evil, — 
-where Pleasure, in all her worst shapes, exists, 
in readiness to be adapted to every variety of 
disposition, and to enslave and corrupt the heart 
by making the senses despotic. There is but 
one Palais Royal in the world, say the Parisians, 
and it is well for the world that there is but one. 
Besides the amusements here alluded to, there 
are ten theatres in Paris open every night, and 
every night crowded. The Boulevardes are full 
of coffee-houses, such as have been described as 
belonging to the Palais Royal. At several of 
these petite plays are performed : — there are 
also public dancing rooms, public gardens, and 
exhibitions without number. The people en- 
crease this enormous amount of amusement for 
themselves ; — in all the public walks in fine 
weather, they are to be seen dancing in parties. 
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The waltz is the predominating figure, BXtd tlie 
women of Paris of all ranks, grisettes as well as 
Duchesses, delight in it to madness, and exercise 
it with skill and grace. 

The whole neighbourhood of Paris within the 
circle of six miles, is crowded with similar places 
of entertainment, adding rural enjoyments to 
those of the town : — and all these places, in 
country and in city, are well supported. A more 
important feature of national character than this 
excessive fondness for revehry and public enters- 
tainment, cannot be imagined. It never can 
exist amongst a people who are deeply attache^, 
to their homes ; and amongst a people who are 
not deeply attached to their homes, the most 
illustrious virtues will but rarely be found. 
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CHAPTER X. 



THERE are, as I have before said, strange 
irregularities and uncertainties visible to an 
ISnglishman's eye in the outward appearances of 
Paris. The sur&ces of things in England, indi- 
cate, pretty satisfactorily in general, their rank 
and office in the system of society. Thus, it 
would not be diflScult to tell by a ^ance at the 
windows in merely pasimig the outside of a housie 
in London, to what separate purposes the va- 
rious rocnns are devoted : one khid of curtain 
indicates a dining-room, anoth^ a drawing-room, 
another a bed-room, another a nursery, and so 
on. But, in Paris, nothing of that feeling pre^ 
vails, which renders people uneasy, although 
their object is accomplished, if it be not accom- 
plished in the regular way, and by the prescribed 
methods. It is the same in the domestic and 
social economy of the French, as in thdr mili-^ 
tary tactics : little care is given by Uiem to dress-V 
ing the line, to adjusting size, to preserving a e 
minute eicacttiess of uniform, nor to those move-' 
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* ments and evolutions that produce compactness, 
r'co-operation, and consistency, with reference to 
?^,»/ ^'^•^ the mass, slighting, or subduing to one general 
average, the peculiarities of individuals. 

Every one in France is at liberty to accomplish 
what he desires in his own way, according to his 
own tastes, means, andcircnmstances. If an indi- 
vidual wishes to keep a cabriolet in Paris, he need 
not, as in London he must, live up in every respect 
to a consistency with this one indulgence : he 
may help to defray the expence of this equipage 
of a gentleman, by wearing a coatthat an English 
jbumejrman would be ashamed to put on. You 
may see people going to the Tuileries on a court 
day, who have breakfasted off a bit of dry bread, 
omitting the bunch of grapes to enable them to 
buy the yard of ribbon from which their crosses 
ar^ suspended. A laced hat, clean siiirt, dirty 
waistcoat, dress breeches, and worsted stockings, 
pften meet on the same person at the same time. 
I have encountered in the Palais Royal a mili- 
tary officer, with a sword by his side, wearing a 
military hat, an old black coat, a gorgeously 
striped waistcoat, black silk breeches, and white 
cotton stockings. You never, or scarcely ever, 
see in Paris one who carries in his air and gene* 
ral appearance the assurance of what is in Eng- 
land understood . by the term gentieauxn^ — 
formed as he is, out of adequate op^lenc^ and 
elegant society^ and habitually exercising an 
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6b^w9m^ dH^thetrules of his rank. There is no 
feeliJigfferitoojd.syminetryintb^Frendi^ someT 
thing unfittislitd^ or irregular, or inconsistent, 
starts f brtjti asnQBgst their finest exhibitions. The 
nicest of tiieir beaux shall have a bad hat, or 
mended boots, or his skin peepuig through his 
shirt, or something wild or poor, about him; 
Prince Tallejrrand's elegant house was stuck 
over withicjiiack doctors* bills, the biUs of the 
theatres^ andiithe paper hostilities of two rivals 
in trade, maafiijufacturers of Cologne water* This 
is but a spcicimen of the common carflessness 
as to decorum, and this sort of dis%urement 
which gives a mean effect to some of the grand- 
est situations of Paris is permitted to extend to 
the palaces. I met, in the immediate neighbour^ 
hood of the Tuileries, a iSne Parisian lady, trip- 
ping in her gait, conscious in her looks,— 
claiming admiration an4 receiving it, — who, 
without any shew of concealment, was holding 
her nose, as aplainintimation of her being aware 
of the nuisances that were then committing 
junder the elegant arcades of the new post ofSce. 
Some placards stuck up to catch. the eye, 
invited the public to " Une grande salk cLMaadr 
gevy^* which, it was carefully specified, was 
jdecorated with mirrors and statues ^ — where a 
^nner of four dishes, bread " at; discretion,'* 
4ialf a J)ottle.of M^in^ and^uil; would be supplied 
at twenlyi-fiye^oi^ par tile, -rrr about a shilling a 
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head. I^operfy to ^q^^reciate tfah amoiitice- 
ment, it must be explained that such a {^e i^ 
tiiougfat misefable at F^s;-^H is <m a par 
tho'e with* the lowest charges of our worst 
eating houses in London ; -^ but the frequenters 
of even these poorest houses of accommodation in 
the French capital, have a feeling for *< statues 
and mirrors ;" — they must have their fwr 
dishes, their wine, and their fruit. Though th» 
dceing out of the shew is aU at the expence of 
the substance^ they have m)t the sli^test ccmcep- 
tion that there is a want of respectability in a 
sacrifice of this nature. 

Wilhthe1Ekiglish,asI have prevdoUsiy observed, 
there is a sturdy scorn of all courtesies and de^ 
corations that fomt strong contrasts to real 
conditimi. . An En^ish dustman would never 
think of taking off his hat to an English wa9her^ 
womim, or qf requesting the honoor of carrying 
her bundle. The idea of his own cart and beU, 
and of her tub, wooid cause him to regard with 
a auiiy mockery any approach even to politeness. 
He knows and feels the truth, SEnd as he canziot 
rejedly mend the matter, he will not condescend 
to trick it out A JFrenchman has neither n just 
Mose of that to whidi he may pretend with pro'- 
priety, ner of diat to which be cannot without 
faiiifig into absmrdity. One of the lowest class 
wffliqpe the etiquette of the higher ovdecs, wiiile 
he submits t» th«i? insults : -^ikiA mdgmt with 
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ui, wduld restot the latter witb |»*6inp(itude9 
but they would be the iirst to laugh at any one 
of themselves who should shew an ambition to 
strut about in imitation of the gait and demean- 
oiiir of his superiws. I have seen a French 
i)mter*-carrter salute a wcMnan carrying a basket 
of grapes, with all the scrupulous punctilio that 
a colonel of the Guards would dbserve in paying 
his respects to a lady of quality in Bc^-street. 
Two Parisian tradesmen, who have bDeak&sted 
off the bare boards of their shop tables on a aHce 
of onion and a bit of bread each, and who live 
W^out conveniaices of any kind, will exchange, 
when they meet, the most gracefid ceremonials 
of respect. Our shopkeepers deem a nod, or 
perhaps a coarse exclamation, quite sufficient £c>r 
llieir dignity j but they would not feel comfort- 
able without table-dotfas znd wdi furnished 
rooms. 

From this kind of desultory sketching, I hope 
tibe reader will be able to extract the true cha- 
racter of the social system of Paris, and the 
qualities which it indicates, -^ for this is not the 
sort of work that will admit of connecting facts 
and pursuing causes with philosq)hicalaocura(^« 
The analogies must'be traced in a great measure 
by the sagacity of those to whom tte aathor ad« 
drenses himself, for he W4)uld probably be ac« 
cused of diyness and tedioumess were he to be 
Bteictly methodical in lus arrangentents, an^fnre^ 
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cise and fuU in his explanation of the first prin* 
ciples of the machinery, the eflfects of which he 
describes. 

A very little consideration will shew that ibis 
looseness of manners is the result of a loose, and» 
in many important reelects, a false state of 
thinking : — a state favourable to quick, livdy, 
and strenuous action, — calculated to make a 
nation full of exhibition3, and amusements, and 
enterprises, — but deficient in solid establish- 
ments, in fixed monuments of sound principle, 
in the inheritances that are worth bequeathing, 
in the productions that speak to *.* all time;" 
and that address the future more impressively 
than the present. But those .who admire a 
luxuriant sur&ce, and care not about the depth 
of roots, TT^ who are pleased to see every thing 
made the most of as to present effect, — who are 
not over scrupulous about either moral or natii- 
ral completeness and propriety, and think a new 
gilt counter a finer thing than a discoloured 
guinea, — are likely to be most gratified inhere 
this frame of mind chiefly prevails. It is highly 
condudve.to dashing conduct, for those whom 
it distinguishes never delay to begin any thing 
until they have calculatedits practicability, its cost 
and its consequences. — The time which others 
^pend in reflecting, they employ in actings, they 
never paralyze exertion by weighing and balan- 
cing considerations of propriety, delicacy, and 
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what hot ; — they have, in short, nothing within 
their own breasts that is of so much consequence 
to them as the eyes that surround them without, 
— and hence they escape all the greatest sources 
of timidity, irresohition, and inaction. Hence 
they collect libraries for the public: Museums 
for the public^ — that public that dances in the 
Champs £lys6es round the trees, and then did* 
joums to criticize the Laocoon. Hence they 
have public meetings of the Institute, at which 
the Sfwvans compliment each oUier, and the au-^ 
ditocs : applaud. Henqe, in the Chamber of De- 
puties, the members receive and record the trum- 
pery publications of the day. Hence they per*, 
form theatrical scenes at their hospitals for the 
deaf and dumbi &c. 

A French family will take a large and elegant 
hotel *, and give dashing entertainments. This, 
most probably, is not a settling of themselves 
according to their rank and means, — but mere^ 
ly a measure povr P occasion. They have been, 
hitherto, living in comparative obsciuity and 
tiiriftiness, but the daughter has become of a 
marriageable age, and she must be put out in a 
inarketable manner. Her portion is announced 
with publicity and precision. When the purpose 



* Houses are called hotels in Paris, because they have 
iisually several occupiers. . 
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IB efifectedy the hotel is sold or let, and the faimilgr 
retire to a iirst or second floor according to their 
income. This is done williout any disgrace or 
dtame attaching to the declenBion : no irksome* 
siess aris^ firom the change of habits 'to the . 
parties concerned : -—they feel nothing 'whatever 
firomia eircumstance that is in England regai^ded 
as the most sev^ere that can happen, and to avoid 
mdiich life itself is often parted with. 

The economy of their habitations is a^r the 
aaaie&shioi^ and belongs to the same system^ 
** Why/' iiiey would say, «* should ^ :bed4?oom 
be fadd sacred through the day^ -when it ^ 
only required to be kept in ^quietness through 
the ni^tb?'' So, before iixe bed is miade, and 
often before the lady is out of it,*~iKisitCHrsace 
admitted. There is little or no feeling in France 
for any thing beyond, or 'on oie aide. «f the 
^ual fact. Thut;, a lady will drc^s hc^ndthd 
curtain, while a gentleman^ sitting iadte rogan, 
hears her movements, andiBiaUeitogueifiievepy 
action M $he {performs it: but what ihmx? Sh^ 
isa]iot'e9q[iQaed to .his eyes, ^nd as toihisamogin^ 
ation it is quite ifreesfor her, — hexffeaUi^s 'iu» 
not aflfected by amy of its libertks. 

There b^ing this inaenaibilitjjr :in iErMm^bsKuA 
what costs .us in Inland most tcouhle mA 
anxiety, their attention is wholly devoted to 
that kind of ingenious contrivance which I 
have been describing, and which is of the J»x»e 
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nature with that of school-boyst who cm m^^ 
^Diy thing answer every piMrpose. Nothing cm 
he imagined more wretdied thap the arrangef 
aauent of iheir rooms, with re&renjee to what Vff^ 
€bSl &mily comfort and c(»xipletaies$ ; but for 
ti)6 jBiake-shift they are admirahly ^ooa^y^ 
They all nin out and into ^ach othe^r, ap 0^ 
ym omst pass through bed-ropai^, and all ^f^ 
of rocmfip before you can reach your owpi ^fi^ 
th»oi Ihe whcriie will foj^m a suite ^or fpff^^^^of^y 
in the eyening:r--*the beds are overhi^mig W^i^ 
aioanopy of silk and facei for l^e ocf^fioni |^ 
no xHie sees the discoloured she^t^^ or the ]^^^ 
cap that is put below the piUow- 

In a house ^^lich was let for two hjmdf;/^^ 
apd fifty p»inds a year, the walls were oii^ft* 
nienled with paintings on their pla^tor by tpler-? 
able 'French artists, but the passages wd stairs 
weire miserably dirty: — there were Oftstii froiii 
the antique statues in the principal rooms, aQ4 
iefegant* candelabrai^ but the dinii^g table wa9 
a deal one, arid the legs were rickety: tb^r? 
^ere large mirrors interspersed tbrQUgh j^« 
apartments, but the garden at the back w^ f^ 
^glected heap of decayed vegetable .litter :,Tr* 
4he furniture was .such altogether, as we.«ee i^ 
3London hired by the eveninf for rwteg, >ut .ti^n 
-liiere was a billiard table in the hgU* Thet:^ 
m^e lap neat spare bed-rooms, :r^ni93W^ \^&t^ 
-fiisting padoarst««>thsee or ^QUr mufil^X^ k9^^ 
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with truckle beds were the only chambers for 
repose, after those of the master and mistress, 
which iformed part of the suite of public rooms. 
The lady's boudoir was the only apartment that 
was carefully and elegantly adapted for its own 
peculiar uses ; — but this sacred place must not 
be discussed' here. It belongs to the female 
character and manners in Paris, and is an im- 
portant feature of them; it will therefore be 
particularly noticed when we pay our respects 
to the sex. With a great profusion of display 
and decoration, in short, there was an apparent 
beggarliness as to real comforts, and an utter 
want of those genial attractions that draw the 
friendly circle close together, — that constitute 
the essence of home, and what is most sterling, 
cordial and endearing in life. 

Nevertheless, it must not be understood that 
there is nothing to interest the eye, and excite 
pleasant feelings in the fitting up of the rooms 
in Paris : -^ there is a general taste shewn for 
the elegancies of art, a deficiency in which 
reflects discredit on England. The paper hang- 
ings are commonly after classical designs, and 
the Bourgeois seem to have the same feelii^ 
for statues and pictures, as the rich and fashion- 
able/ Galignani's public library has a fine cast 
of Cupid and Psyche in, the garden : — at Tor- 
toni's you eat your ice under a Grecian groupe ; 
— in the Palais Royal, the ornaments and nick- 
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nacks of or-mblu, and jewelry, shew a general 
acquaintance with the fine memorials left us 
of the unrivalled taste of antique times. In the 
houses of the great, this turn of the. people 
manifests itself in an elegance demanding and 
receiving admiration. The walls are margined 
with sweeps of Etruscan bordering : the tables 
have their marbled tops surmounted with naked 
statues, beautifully copied from the treasures 
of their museums: — the hand of an artist is 
visible in all the paintings of the rooms : -^mir* 
rors muHiply and extend every beauty : — baths 
bespeak luxurious habits. 

Even with these higher classes, however, there 
is a decided and visible want of that perfect 
furnishing, and opulent regulation that sur* 
round the gentry of England. The carriage 
and horses, for instance, of a French family of 
rank will be such as would not in London be 
jobbed.. The servants have not that discipline^ 
orderly, neat air, which they carry with them 
in England, when they marshal themselves along 
the passage as the company enters the dining- 
room. 

The domestic economy of the people of all 
ranks wants that snug cordiality, which, how- 
ever it may, at first sight, seem to promote only 
the comfort of one's feelings, has in truth, an 
admirable moral effect. The family, whether it 
be a tradesman's, or a duke's, never assemble 
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together in th6 monring ^ -^ breakfast^ which is 
80 ettjoyed) I might ahriost say so amiable a meal 
with us, is never in Paris partaken of in a regal^r 
Way. The fither, the mother, and the childreil 
teparately eat what they please, when they 
}>Iease, and where they please, before diimen 
They do not conie together therefore, in the 
freshness of their early hearts, before the dis^ 
sipations and distractions of the day have di^ 
torbed the calm so favourable to a view of duties 
aiid fm expansion of the affections* 

The order of a French dinner party has been 
so often described, that I do not fed inclined to 
repeat the bill of fare, and the arrangements of 
the table. — The chief peculiarities arc!, that 
the ladies and gentlemen do not separMe, -^ 
thai little wine is drank, and that of a Hght 
kind, -*^ that the ladies take their share in all 
the topics of the day, and^ as the pried of their 
j^ermiiision to itrhmt with the gentlemen, coun- 
tenance and promote an ea«y licentiouisnesct of 
conversation^ which forms about a medium be* 
tween the grbssoiess which too often prevails 
among Englishmen, when the females have 
^tted them, and the scrupulous decortim ^hich 
they preserve before the separsttion <^ the sexes. 
It scarcely admits of doubts that the French 
custom indicates a state of society, in which the 
feelings of delicacy and morals are light aiid 
lbtee« They' are not troublesame with refer- 
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eifce t(Or an;^ a^ therefore orit standard of 
decGfiniDa 19 adopted qb sufficient for all : — tha 
jidce.of propriety is fashioned so wide in its 
ihaffe,^ add trifliiag in its we^ht, that no end 
has a temptation, on any occasion^ to throw it 
mtjrelyoffi 

The genteel society of Paris has not been 
or^niaed since the revolution^ and the desttuc^ 
tion of Buonapaote's government threw it into 
fi?csh disorder and uncertainty : — this evait 
infused afresh into people's breasts^ a spirit of 
doubt* of su^icion, and of hatred^ entirdjir 
ioiniical to the ease and pleasantly, and unier 
served communication, which used to form tiie 
{Hide and ornament of the hauUtan of Paris; 
Every attempt at the jurocess of social refine- 
ment, made since the tremendous: ravages of all 
that vf^ graceful and good« that accompamed 
the down&U of the monarchy, ieems to hsen 
b^ea made by coarse hands, in the few and short 
mterv^ of the work of plunder and Uoodsbekj^ 
Thewaos of theperidd, and the cohi iron dia^ 
radter of Buoimpiarte's influence, repressed to% 
niost deplorable degree, what is prcqierly mider» 
stood by good society. The intellect of France 
und^ this direction, took a fierce and profligate 
course ; itb mannerjs became hard and slovenly j 
its dispositions vigilant, keen, and unscrupuEoos; 
All this is diametrically opposed to the con- 
fidencOf elegance^ and studious attention to^the 

L 4 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 FRBKCH MAKKEB6« 

particalars of accommodation, of wMch thli 
beautiful fabric of polite and accompli^^d sck^ 
cietymustbe composed. A bitterness of sen- 
timent was cherished by those who had. been 
humbled and reduced from the higher ranks by 
the revolution, which prevented them frond 
availing themselves of opportunities to mingle 
with their substitutes, and assist to restore thi^ 
polish of surface, and genteel turn of thinking, 
which in some measure redeem the vices and 
weaknesses of old establishments* On the other 
hand, those who had risen to station and wealth 
by means of the changes, entertained a contempt 
for the persons that had been degraded, and the 
general qualities of the destroyed system, that 
led them to foster their original coarseness as a 
mark of honorable distinction. 

From the most candid accounts I could pro* 
cure, it would seem that no royal or imperial 
influence was ever less calculated to restore the 
graces, or promote the .amiable qualilies of 
aodety, than Biionaparte^s. A kind of wild, 
energetic point, distinguished his manner of be* 
havii^, as it did his style of writing and speak- 
ing. He was haughty himself, and loved ta^ee 
those around him haughty to their inferiors : — 
Josephine's affability to those about her always 
excited his. displeasure, — and the reserve and 
insolence of the Austrian princess, gave him an 
assurance of his dignity which he seemed to 
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WWit. The xnembers of his famOy in Paris did 
not conduce to throw either respectability Or 
omament around his court : their vices, as well 
as his own, were undesrstood to be gross, — 
^eir dispositions had nothing, of a reconciling, 
vivifying, decorating turn. 

The restoration of the Bourbons could not 
have produced much alteration in these respects 
for the better, whisn I was at Paris; and, in 
point of fact, this historical event had: then rather 
encreased the sombre uncomfortable aspect of 
society.. Parties, at the houses of the : fashion- 
ables, were disturbed by the. existence of new 
dissensions, new jealousies, new motives of 
avoidance, new causes for partiality. Above all, 
the return of the old gentry from their exile, and 
the acquisition of importance and hope made by 
the reduced persons of this class, who had re- 
mained in France, produced unpleasantness and 
promi£»ed mischief. It brought beggaiy, bum- 
ii:]^ under a sense of injustice, into immediate 
hostile contact with power and fortune, alarmed 
for their possessions, insulting in their spirit, aiid 
fierce in their habits. Such a collision, it will 
be supposed, could not take place without pro- 
ducing, the extremest danger to the very founda- 
tions on whibh rested all the estabiishments of 
the nation ; and the reputation of the new rulers 
for prudence and talent, depended upon their 
taking the measures best calculated for subduing 
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ft^be dbubted ^^eiv lU^twitSiaitaixding llie ^ 
^ble tesiiitidiiitb^ givBn of the good^ seam md 
amky^ temper of the lOn^, tkisf was dte* &m^ 
Ifti i»aff^ iitsportoiit re^pectg^ the* syntem of tte 
restored court seemed to settle st tbatk most fktal 
Af all points, Mrl^ere enough is done toalarm,^ and 
fiot miough to< intimidate. Them was grooad 
gives^ibr beHeving hi the existence of an incli^ 
ftatkm reaching beyond power^ and this bdie^ 
trfaile it was miliniited as to the extent of \i4iat 
fiOigfat in iuture be inflicted, at tlte same time 
intq^plied nothing ta deter from ain attempt to 
ifToid tise threatened perii. it therefare iiidudtd 
two of the strongest indaeements to rebd&on* 
Bat ^eimblyy ih» religious meamu^s<of the court 
kwt done more than any other pare of its^ cmt- 
duct, to hurt it in the estimation of tIieParnnaii& 
These excited tfaesr contempt, which, as it pots 
vanity in actire plsry^ is a. more fatal and cnid 
feeling in France than any other. The Kxi^ 
kttered the cotistittrtion, heresrtrained ike Idberty 
of the press, — these measures scarcely excited 
notice and still less r^rehension : ^~ but, man 
Dim / he ordered the shops to be shut up on 
Sundays^ and the spirit of thepeopk was^instantiy 
inflamed to exasperation* 

This leads me to remark on another feature cf 
the Society of Paris. The dupery of superstitkoi 
has been succeeded by the most hairdy infidelity 
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ofthemdsf chattering Species. Thdladiestsi^ail 
ydu in a (Srowded rooA^ where th^e isvfBlt^g 
going otki to put you seriouslj to your pt6oSA iff 
favoiit of the existelice of a 6(»} : -^ the lit^ 
boys siop in the streets to llatugbnttfae pdegts; as 
momiteba;Ql:s that are at once' diefben^st aKd 
ridiculods : -*^ ii Madariie la Portiere of a^ hotels 
threw herself into a conviflision of rage because d 
priest dame to invite her daughter to confessioilw 
One day, observing a sentinel standing cm gdard 
near a church, the name of which I wished to' 
know, I addressed hito fot the information I 
wslnted : -^ the reply Iras -— " Mofmeur^ I am 
a soUAety — * J lemm nofhmg qf churches /*'-** In 
the tragedy of CEdipus, by Voltaire,. Joeaate says 
to her wretched husband — 

^< Nt)d pr^tres tie doiit p6int ee qu'un vain p^uj^le peiise, 
• " Notre credulity lait toute kur science." . 

Thesie fines, on the night I sAw the piece- per* 
fdrmed, were scarcely out of the actre^'s i^uthi 
befiSire the bouse shook to its foundaiCions Wit& 
the thunders of applause : it wai$ a tuniilltuoud 
roar, prdcieeding from tradesmen, soldiers, me«> 
women, and children, —the thoughtless as well 
as the thinking, — all unriting to teselify an ab^ 
horrence of reJi^on and of its minfeters; -— Th4^ . 
light of philosophy i» a fine thing, and the dark^ 
ness of bigotry is as hateful, «-^ but the iUuinlna*' 
tion of the Frendi is rather tod diJbsed to be 
piire^ — and too fieirce to be pei^ctly safe. 

# ^^ "^U.. :. .U :.:.-.U.^ A, :i.. :^.. d /'-:• /^^.:^'. "%;/ - • . 
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The society of Paris has an air of being en- 
tirely devoted to art and literattire. These sub- 
j^ts take the lead every where, to the total 
exclusion of morals and politics. A light flimsy 
sort of cleverness is thus shed over the surface of 
conversation, and, as far as the exhibition goes, 
it is pleasing enough. It unfortunately, how- 
ever, so happens, that what is most valuable in 
these mines of human genius, lies too deep to 
be got at by such facile means, iand is too. heavy 
to be raised by such common powers. The con- 
sequence is, that, where this current application 
is most in vogue, the profound treasures will be 

. neglected for the sake of hammering out bits of 
passable coin, that may gUtter and jingle in the 
communications of the day. . 

Of the politeness of manners of which the 
French boast, I cannot take a very favourable 
view. I was walking with an English lady, in 

' one of the public streets of Paris, when an old 
Frenchman came up to us. He wore a cocked 
hat, and was decorated with an order. His body 
was bent, more, as it appeared, from the effects 
of indiscriminate and general complaisance, than 
from the influence of age. He addressed us by 
saying, for oiu: information as strangers, that the 
bells we heard were those of Notre Dame^— he 
added— ^^ I am a Chevalier of St. LoviSy — and 
y6u Madamy^^ (atddressing the lady,) " are very 
charming!*^ He then walked away. This is 
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probajbly an instance of French politeness, as it 
is called, carried to what would be deemed an 
extreme even in Paris.; — but it is a specimen of 
the kind. The forms of politeness were origi- 
nally the indications of the feeHngs of politeness, 
as words are the indications of thoughts. That is 
the most polite nation where still the connection 
between the form and the feeling is most inti* 
mate: — where it is least so, it is very natural 
that there should be a superabundance of forms, 
— for what do we squander most freely? — 
that to which the smallest value is attached. In 
the same way, a parrot that means nothing, and 
a coxcomb that means little, rattle out mor^ 
words than a man of sense, biecause it is easier to 
speak without meaning than with. In England 
we do not pull off our hats to Qvery one wbi^asks 
us a question in the street, and to the trades- 
men of whom we purchase, because the feeling 
is not excited which these actions in England 
indicate ; — but in France they do, not because 
they feel more frankly and abundantly, but. be- 
cause in France these acjions. indicate no feeli&g 
whatever. In England we do not instantly 
adopt the manner of friendly intimacy. tQwardd 
strangers, because in.England chatting and sail- 
ing are assurances of real regard and kindness, 
— but :in France they do, because in J'ra^cjs 
^chatting and smiling might precede cutting your 
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thMat* And this js the secMt of ^ ittttmer 
which th^ eaUjitseiTuakig. 

In real polit^aess, that is to say, in the display 
of attention to tihe comferts and feelitigs of 
otiberSy the FjNaMh <swtainiy 4o not excdl, ^a^or^ 
is my opinioQi equal the Engiiidi. We are re* 
pcoached for our rudeness to strangers,-^ but 
no one, I believe, has witH»essed «o genei^ a dis- 
play 4s£ brutality in ^le of our theatres, as I saw 
in the theatare •Bran^ais, directed against an un- 
fertUQate Eng^h gesdemim, who entered abox, 
in coiapa»y with ^sev^^ ^T his countrywomen, 
focgetling iSkait he had put en a silk han&er- 
€hief over Ihs^ neckcloth. He was r^mcyvmg it 
as q>eed3y as possible, when he was ^uted by 
ithree ^stinct rounds of hooting, to tiie great 
abashment^f himself and hisfemsde comp^ons. 
Hie person who has done much injury to Hletmlet, 
by throwing him into French, has deemed it 
beoc^aing to seiae diat opportunity -ofinsatting 
thenation wbieh {Mroduced a play that b& thought 
w^rtfa^^ of translating^ He puts in the mouth 
^the Danish Prince the words — ^^-Bn^mdi 
JtptUe <mhf m mmas/* As Ifec theatres, dining 
my residence in F^s, w^e generally crowded 
vri^ 'Sk^ish, i;he Parisians always marked 'this 
•passage by most emphatic applause. These we 
not circumstanees to excite rancour, nor Indeed 
to deswve notice^ kxA as bedtring on "the futiiticm 
of comparative politeness. 
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The tenth, hovfimer, is that no people really 
polite iQQuid boast of ttbemsdres and their pos, 
sessions as the French da One of the fine celiGS 
otfanQiesit art in their posaesiont hadbeen, in the 
r^ohiitiosft of ages and events, removed from 
Athens to Rome, and from Rome, I bdaeve to 
Ccmstantinqplei. The Frendi Catelc^e aottoedi 
this trasaaportafdon^ and added, — ^* but it has 
now been brought to Paiis, where destiny Ihas 
for eveijised iU^^ Tins remaik is very eurioiis ^ 
as a|>roof of sottish ^orance causing ridicuious 
)^^snity,;->-butit is also a piece of gross impohtfri 
Bess, inasmuch as it is asi leffiront o£feced to wbat 
I may-teraa the respectability iSHf past ages, and 
the isenerabie chairacter of (human experienoe« 
What the inftelleet and fortune of Albbens and>of 
il^ne.eould net secure, the coxiCQmbs ,af J^^nis 
baV^ presumptuously ^dared to £si ifor eim: in 
that eky of ^mutabilities ! -^ I rep^t ithat this 
f ^^oessive ^^inity is torfeaUy inconsistent with ceal < 
politeness. « My landlord,''— says an intc^ 
gent fiiend, in his manusoript journal of n resi** 
dence for a fow weeks in Paris, /--^ ** dcessedJiiiD^ 
self to day, bring the Sunday asfter the King'3 
ordinance bad put a stop to the secular .employ* 
ments, -^and went forth iwith his fenme ^and 
jw<«fe to walk in the Tuileries* garden. They 
canaeback spright^ andx^battenng. Madame 
bad seen $ome EngUshwomea: \*Monsieurfieiks; 
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touTfture des Fran^dseSy'-^rtm.j iam^dmete /^--^ 
and then she glanced with much compfeiceticjr 
to her own thread-paper figure. ' ' 

These are characteristic anecddtes, andwSI 
not, if rightly understood, ^ be deemed Irifling; 
Is it not evident that the coars^est rusticity is' 
morie akin to what is properly called politeness, 
than this pragmatical conceitedliess, which con- 
verts courtesy into insult ? Thus a Frenchman 
said to mer— ** I assure you. Sir, I should 
have been sorry if the Emperor had succeeded 
In his design to destroy England." This was 
intaided as a stretch of civility towards me 
^ a Rriton; but there are many boors who 
could have told him, or at least would have felt, 
that the supposition of the po^ibflity of destroy- 
ing England, was an offensiyeness, ill-redeemed 
by the profession of being, on the whole, glad, 
that she liad been, by great good luck, saved. 

Alllhis is referable to coarseness of feelings 
and it haunts the French throughout all they 
do. It often renders them objects of avoidance 
j^d dii!^Ui9it, when they fancy that they are shin»» 
iiig lights, exciting envy and difibsing iUumina^ 
tion. It is therefore an incumbent dutyon^i 
who wish weU to mankind, to endeavour to pre^ 
tent the injury to taste, knowledge, and mor^hih' 
whidi must ariae^ if thdor own fidse estimate of 
themselvea be aecepted as ooirect. Fox examj^i 
they hoa^U ^^'^ many believe^ tibtat tiliey sre^t^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



FRENCH MANNERS. l6l 

most elegant-minded nation of modem times, as 
to fine art : •^ the trath, however, is, thai they » 
have scarcely ever interfered with it, but 16 cor* 
rapt its principles and degrade its practice. 
Let us look to their treatment of the great Ita- 
lian works. They have not brought a single 
picture from Italy "which they have not cruelly 
and brutally injured. Instead of feeling the in- 
estimable beaikies of which they had — ^^(no mat* 
ter how) — possessed themselves,— they straight- 
way set about placing their own monkey-like in- 
genuity above the sacred genius of the original 
artists. Their chief delight has been in mis- 
chievous meddUng. He that has run the greatest 
risks of destroying these inestimable treasures, 
and yet has not quite destroyed them, has been 
deemed the prodigy and pride of France, when 
in fact he has deserved the pillory for his pre- 
sumption. Over his sacrilegious iSiigering they 
have exclaimed — " c^est superb^ — c^est magni- 
Jique r* — M. Hacquin could not ht content 
only to clean Titian's picture of Pietro Martire, 
but he must lay it on its face, and plain away 
the board till he came to the actual colour. He 
then put down pasted and glued canvass, that 
stuck to the colour, and thus transferred the pic- 
ture fir^m wood to canvass. The members o*' 
the Institute were in an agitation of delist as 
this curious trick was in process. ^^Sacre Die^f 
What an undertaking !'* An eye or a toe, a 
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M^te cloud, a spedc dcdtom^ cm v^bicii \ 
otthe eBkct of this inestimable pei^fonxiaBce of 
the Venetian depended, was a& nothmg to tke 
dexterity of the French remover. M* Hacq[uiii 
wdk made inehiber of the Legion of Uoaaiu4 
and the whdie body of artists and liteiaii fim 
-with woiideri — not to study the picture «f 
Titian, -^ not to fee lost in the depth ^tbe Wav- 
ing iopest, — niot to shudder as t|ie mtnrdered 
mtok ^oaas forth his spirit, ^^--not to feel them- 
selvesi Inspired with a noble yet modest esiuipk 
ticm to try themselves a^dnst the merits jof this 
^m&c production, ^— but to chatter, to shmg, 
to take snnif, and to express adiwralioa of Uie 
talents of Monsieur Hacquin 1 

Hie wh^le system of thil» cleansing mod re^ 
storing is* hateful. The finest specim^s of 
Italian art^ since they have unfortunately fall^ 
into the clutches of the fVench, have beoi 
cleansed md repaired till they look like lapis 
lazmti JBi9^ staiaed and veiny^ An Baglish artist 
tdd me, that he was withm the Louvre, study- 
ing the CartoiHi of the school of Athens, wb^ 
from a private doc^r came ibrth an lold Fxcsoqhr 
man, who.reguiaiiy set hispalette^ and began io 
work ona lai^e picture, tl^ back of wfaici} was 
towards tb^ S|iglishman» The latter thoi^bt it 
niuA be the peillbrinaBQ^roftbe: person who im|s 
«o l»usily employed on it, and^om CAicioBity 
went over to . examine it* To bis horror l|a 
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iagmcv^n^ddymdi^mmis specimen. ^ Itajiw 
art, to^di by tcmdj* He hid p^isted *hie dk»r 
peiy «f tti^ Virgi» entirely over, a jfinie ^l^ng 
Jbiue* « Good. God I'' — said th$ st^lod iB«b- 
gikfiman^ — ^ *^ •who ia *his picture by ?" ^ Je (W 
^d&psjs^ Momiewr^^^ was the Keplyrm-^* Jij 4«^ 
mis pas peifOre^rrr-Je suis Me^mtem- T -rr-ll 
afterwards . taraed out tibat iiiis painting, eo 
bcmoured by tibe attentiohs of Monsieur le ^Re- 
storateixr, W9& by Cimabue, and a flooot irai^and 
'ttiiigidar^eiic. 

> It becomes absolutely xiecessery to expose 
this ui^aeling joanduct, — for the ^t&a^ by 
the help of their universal language and c<mr 
tinental situation, have almost succeeded in pa&- 
siBgtkdmselves on the world as the most cefiafii 
and inteikctual lo^ion ^of modom 4;ime6« ittis 
luAso much a question of oational su|N&ric»rity^ 
diat is involved in the justice of tlm preten^iou ; 
vrr- that, C0mp«rativjely, ^s but of small import ; 
but the truth and stability of the &Bt principles 
jiG»i<vdiich TOSt dl tlidt isveaily^eile^UBt atid re- 
spectable in accomplishment and li&v aieat ia»i^. 
They :aarea^ever people, theyas^.aa9»aotiirep60|il«, 
itiiey are agatyipeople;-»^bu)t 1iict)r arenuot de^p^or 
Bound thinkecs ;-&ey do mot&el'viituousljFrOr 
^rmdnently/iKr Jdndly,>»^the^ jfaaye no native 
^fddsb^or d9ieicharinsj€^natitt«p.'^t^^ 
^histieations j^d theatruMdfQjmEisofiatifi^ wp^ 
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terns are their favorites ; — they can see nothing 
biit simple facts^ — they cannot detect causes, 
consequences, and connections, -^ and ^ what is 
worst of all) their actions are not indexes to their 
hearts. Hence they must be, and are, smart 
conversers, amiable talkers, dexterous workers, 
— persons who pull down pyramids to see what 
they contain, — yrho make dra>vings of rums, 
exhibitions of statues, and speeches a^t Instil 
tutes : — but hence they cannot be, and are not 
either inspired poets, sound moralists, or cdrrect 
polfticians. Look at all the great niodfern dis^ 
coveries of concealed truths, that have ddwe 
honour to human knowledge, and advantages 
the hunian condition ; — scarcely one of them 
has been madi^ fay France : — but France has rob- 
bed the discoverers of their honours, and France 
has raised many splendid but false theories, and 
Frenchmen have been very able and industrious 
compilers, collectors, linguists, and travellers. 
On the other hand, by far the majority of the 
atrocities, disappointments, and sufferings, which 
have be&llen the world during the last hundred 
years have had their source in France : there is 
scarcely an imaginable extreme of opposite fol- 
Mes and crimes into which she has not plunged 
herself within that period: — there is not an 
example of imprudence which she has not af- 
forded, not a possible boast of vanity which she 
has hot offensively made, aiid from which she 
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has not been disgracefully driven. It would be 
unworthy of a rational man, to feel incensed 
against a nation, — but it would be dastardly 
and unfaithful towards all the most important 
interests of our nature, to fall silently in with 
pretensions that are untrue, unfair, and mis- 
chievous. There is no shape in which the 
claim of being the. greatest people of the world 
can be made, in which it has npt been made 
by the French. It is repeated day after day, 
uuder every possible change of circumstances ; 
now as coiMjuerors, now as vanquished, now as 
r^ublicans, now as Imperialists, now as Royal- 
/ists* Whatever freak they cut, whatever tumble 
they take, — whether they stand, on their heads 
or Aeir heels^ —^ or lie or sit, — they pdce their 
faces in those of their neighbQurs, with a super- 
cilious grin of satisfaction, and an intolerable as- 
sumption of superiority. 
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CHAPTER XL 

IT 90 happfens^ that publid qiimon In France 
has iiever been directed to a proper uoder- 
•#tanding of the (^omtitueitti of national ^oty. 
It is the unrrensal remark of the French, that the 
.^ £ing of England has no pdlsuies to compare with 
tb^^ tiyat belong to the sovereigns of France. 
'Thfe fa«t mtfst be admitted, but whether it im- 
plie&( inf^hiority on our yextf in resp^ of the 
most valuable qualities of public chairacter, maiy 
be judged even from the short extract I have 
made in the Appendix, from an account of 
Paris published by two Frenchmen. 

The great works of architecture are noble 
achievements, when they spring from the taste, 
and spirit, and opulence of the public body; 
— when they form a part of a consistent system 
of national comforts, elegance, confidence, 
wealth, and all that goes to form national 
strength. But there may be great danga: in 
an admiration of these splendid decorations. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PALACES OF PARIS* l67 

a^ trc^hies of national superiority^ if it be not ^ 
guided by a shrewd regard to their source. 

I apprehend that France owes her public mo- 
numents to circumstances that have been pro- 
ductive to her of disgrace and detriment) —-and 
that no popular disposition can be more fatal to 
popular virtue, and more to be deprecated by 
patriotism, than the unqualified pride which she 
has ever shewn in these superb efiects of the 
power and profligacy of her rulers. Perhaps 
at this ^moment it maybe deemed» that lime 
are good reasons for endeavouring to oppose 
the seduction which has attempted to recon- 
cile the English to fetes that " put one in mind > 
of those at Versailles/' —to military trappings 
and danglings crowding the royal levee rocasis, 
~-and to princely buildings that are as Eelf- 
willedand extravagant, though not so elegant^ as 
tidose that have arisen from the indisputable man- 
dlites of a Louis or a Napoleon* 

The public of England have been accustomed 
to look to themselves, — ► to their own spirit and 
opinion,--* for their own comforts, luxuries, and 
ornaments. Little, or nothing, is performed by 
^e English executive government, but the de* 
tails of state business, '—and it seems safest to 
entrust it wkb no power, and to center in it no 
-expectations, beyond th«s* It ia at onae iin^r as 
9^ speetaote, and more advanta^ous with referr 
^^^loe to tlie' happiness and respectability of the 
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cMamuoity, thit.the possMBtOBftjaiMir decwati o hai 
of the pufaltc ahould grow^ iaiCalenee and cer- . 
Uinty* out of the puMic bo6aai» '-^rioh in ri^ta» 
in^ f^entameatSv and means^ — than that tfaey 
should come. down» with a sudden clatter apd 
violent ;9hodk:f from the haadsqf a dkpensingv 
dee^tifim. When the people originate what 
t^ey enjoy, it is but reasonable to conclude th|it 
the people's wel&re will J>e consulted^ — but in 
Fmnceit is directly. the reverse. The French 
peofde have been accustomed to look to them* 
selves for. nothing ; their rulers have given them 
eyery thing of which they boast. It is to Henry 
the Fourth, or Louis the XIV, or Bubnaparte, 
that Fans owes this, and that, and the other. 
The. consequence is^ that the interests of the 
people have been promoted, only just so far as 
they have happened to chime in with the selfish 
and tyrannical feeHngs of their governments; aiid 
thus, the people have nevfer been habituated to 
contemplate their own power : they have been 
familiarized to regard themselves as having few 
or no resources existing independently of tii^ir 
rulers. 

The monuments of £ngland are tlie actsof her 
pufaUc bodies, in whidi concentrate those. noble 
impulses,.. that direct the national means -imd 
spirit to fine objects of philanthropy or ^ory, >*-• 
first at the time an * the estimation ■- and view -of 
thewiotld;. Jierstiipenddus.f.uldicsttb^oxiptioiap* 
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iBihehfitf of tiie^diMMfined of all natioos^-^liHr 
assoGiaticms iit behalf of systems of edi]cati(m,.~^ 
hisr .e$irts to procure the aboiition of abineir.utid 
the diffiidon of blessings, are surel^r as noble €xw 
amjdes of her principles, her taste, and her might, 
a? palace and gard^is that have been built and 
laidout.£>r a King's, mistresses, at his siriijects^ 
expence. 

'< Look at that exquisite piece of light archi- 
tecture^" said a Frenchman at Versailles. "That 
colonnade is formed of pillars, each a solid pliece : 
<^ Languedpc marble. It is a &iry palace i' ' 

*< It is very beautiiul j — who was it buflt by, 
and for what purpose ?'* 

♦♦ It is the Great Trianon j built by Lotiis le 
Grand, for his mistress, Madame deMaintenon/^ 
^< So he built this palace for his mistress, ^* 
der the windows of the national palace of Ver- 
sailles, where he resided as the. conservator of 
morals and order P*^ 

<< Yes," replied the Frenchman, — " he was a 
great prince: he encouraged the arts. Yonder 
at a short distance is little Trianon/' 

" And for whom was that built ?" . v 

" For the mistress of Louis the XV» j^— Ma- 
dame Pompadour. In it you will see the cham- 
ber where that monarch cat^it the small ^pox 
that caused his death, £rom a young girl with 
whom he would sleep, notwithstanding the: pni- 
dant remonstrances of Madame; di} Barri, another' 
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oi his mistresses : — she who was a&erwardid he^ 
headed by the Revolutionists." 

We entered great Trianon- — « What fine 
Magdelen is that ?** 

«< Oh, that is a Le Brun. France is the country 
for the arts, —and Louis le Grand encouraged 
every thing that shed refinement over the world. 
Madame la Valliere, the King's mistress is re- 
presented by the painter asi Magdelen. His 
Majesty and she have agreed to separate : — she 
is about to dedicate herself to religion : — the 
whole court assisted at the ceremony of her 
taking the veil." 

« The whole court!" 

^« Yes, the ladies of the court thought them- 
selves much honored by the notice of Madame 
Valliere, — for even the Queen paid her atten- 
tion." 

** And pray what exquisite groupe of sculpture 
is that yonder in the garden." 

<* Ah ! France is the country for the arts, and 
Louis le Grand was the inonarch to encourage 
them. That is the chef d'oeuvre of Gerardon. 
The monarch is there represented as Apollo." 

** Indeed ! and he is surrounded by the Virtues, 
I perceive." 

" Pardon me. Sir, — these female figures are 
the King's mistresses." 

Here the dialogue may end, it is sufficient 
to give an idea of the political and moral system, 
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Wilder ^fcich France has ddquired her'^decora- 
Cions. Under it i^e luus become characterized 
by a fatal laxity (rf* principle, the source of 
i^hich lies in the despotism and profligacy of 
her former governments, — and the effects of 
x^ch now ai^, that none of her authorities 
can be said to be established^ — that her rulers 
havejno security in the alSections or the honour 
o^ those who swear allegiance to them, — that 
to-day it is the eagle, and to-moirow the lily, — 
afid, probably, the day after the eagle again. 

The habit of considering that a sovereign's 
greatest glory consists in these tumid undertak- 
ings, is highly hurtful, as I have said, to the 
national discrimination of what is really most 
conducive to its interests* Wherever it pre- 
vails, there will be but little good that is not 
great What comes home to the business and 
bosoms of the latge mass of individuals will 
be neglected, for the sake of achieving some 
article of mere shew, some overhanging and 
oppressive piece 6f magnificence. I have ob- 
served, with regret, atl English Writer delivering 
hittlself with an evident admiration of Btiona- 
patte, because he made market places, and built 
fountains, ^d pulled down old streets, and 
cleansed the LouVre. He saysj these should 
be visited by such as wish to Form an opinion 
of the probable influence of Napoleon V reign. 
He also alludes, in a tone 6f wondering rapture^ 
4 
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tQ. the Fauntaiu Elephant, commmcpi by Bwo^^ 
n^arte after his toxm plan, and which* was to 
he. 403 tfeet high. But wha^t do aJi these pcovie : 
that can justify evem^^ommoa appiAhatioa ? hi . 
point of fact, the public embellishmeiaits, under^i^ 
ts|k^i by Buonaparte, are inferior, to those ao* 
complished by. several <^ the BcHnrbon kii^,;-^. 
and* . if we may judge of his taste by the. trioxn* 
pbal arch in^the Place du CarouaeU which looks . 
like a trumpery toy in that situation j ox by 
this same elephant, who was to spout watar irdm 
his trunk, — it must be pronounced to be vay 
bad. 

A more important view of the matter, how- 
ever^ remai^Qs to be taken. These public woiks, 
to be worth. any; thing at all, should indicate 
public .prosperity ; but Buonaparte, and his pre-, 
deqessors in the same line of conduct, wished ' 
them to be accepted in lieu. of it. Personal 
comfort and security ou^t to be testified by 
public grandeur; — and can. it be said, tha& 
Fiiancjd) who boasts. herself superior in the latter^ 
hai». been,, nearly .OQi an equality with England 
in thet former? It » an easy thing &r a tyran* 
nical sovereign to issue his orders, of a morning, 
th9jt a pillar shouU be put up, or a market place c 
bebuiU^f but the next minute his ambition wiM 
doinore to check the,wel&re c^ his suli^ects^ 
than whole years of his florid and unnatural x: 
pationage could counteract. — Even the seleo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND CHARACTER. I7S 

tion of public works made by such a sovereign 
will be iiqodkidtts; BuotWrpd^i* woold Mv^ 
done more real service to the people of Vainly 
paiving it, than by adding to the number of fbuii-' 
tains, which JosBp the streets In a constant ptiddlc^. 
But what, despot wifi care to devote money tS* 
the keeping dry of. the feet of tradesmen and 
sempisbresses; wiien these people themselves -^ct 
more likely to te struck by the splendid pfdi 
portions of- the palace in which their oppress^^ . 
reside, *— and the blazonry, in stohe or eanVassf/ 
of the ^cploits that have wasted their blo6d iiid' 
treasure, — 'than by any quiet attention paid td 
their comforte and respectability. . ^ 

From these feelings in the people and iiie 
govenunent, it happens that every inhere in Pai*ls 
you see signs that the sober and minute part^ 
of the machinery of society hdve been neglecEed 
for the sake of what i% swelling, gigantic, and 
overgrown. The walks of the royal gardens 
are nicely gravelled and superbly ornamented,-^ 
but the streets are dirty and uncomfortable for 
walkers, 'to a degree which an inhabitant* bf 
London, who has not seen them, ean soancely 
imagine. There is, in general, ho pa^i^emmt-by 
the edges of the streets, to - ptotect iiiG&e who 
wsdkf Jrom the carts arid carriage. The 'ap^ 
pearance of (^e- people, -maMftg^ their way, as 
they cani amongst |i-cto#d^^f fiiacres, cabriol^s^^ 
&ar-^ driiring in att ♦ h8rfum*«clfuro maiiii€*n 
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yrUch aa Efi^^h coaduntn toDuJ^pronounetf 
to becoBtffsury to jiU reosontr-^iarvirr^r jria^^ 
to ai!i Eiigiifli witor. The gipcat wonder^ ist 
thlit lameQtaUe accidents do mot r&eqisen^ 
QOcur : but the truth is, tiiat the io^t pasiei^ns 
tsk^ V^ftk» with the drivers, c^idaiiiig^ oh a 
fqrbearaace exactly ia piroportHm to the danger 
Md iiKxmveiuetice they incur by the waatiof 
the privilege of pavement. Thus it is, tkatitfae 
degradation of the people invariabiy leads to 
popular liceatioimness. In Paris &e 'Coaohineii 
<amfiot diive so quickly and so iHiiiiterru{^dly 
96 they do in Xroodon, because iti Fam ^^)d 
walkers are liable to he run over iiy the xsooch^ 
m&k, aj»d m London they axe sufficient^ pro- 
tected* The people in the Erondi icapita} 
scareely quicken their pace when they hear the 
Ci\y of garde iSonc J -^wh&tesis, in the En^shs 
the hoUoa that proclaims the wheels aear, inever 
&ils to cause a rapid scampering. The xeasod 
of ti£» difie]?eace is, that where, all dassesieigpy 
their r^ts, ;all win rest conioated with» their 
owhi but where they are withheld from any one 
elass, that one will without scruple icncsoadbi om 
the ri^to, of oifchers. 

. From aU I have said of the Fcaich diameter 
and condition, it will be seen that I.fa»ve the 
worst idea of their social system, as it is at pre«' 
sent nonstitated. U seems to me to be without 
^undation ^or compactness.^ — There areno gei^ 
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uerally reoognixed pitticiplas in tihe puUic tnindi 
•^^^ there are nd great bodies to give gravity, ^and 
9teadiii6ss» and impetus to tiie state, ^-<*tiiew 
ase no res{>^:ted names in SVance tb lead opi^ 
Bion^ ' to C!^Uaet the nationtd strength ufi<kr 
legitsQiate banners in behalf of honoumUe pii& 
p^fi^es. There is» to be 6ure» s^uch dcattere4 
talent and indtvidual enjoyinent» and there vt 
the ]mncipal materials of greatness to be &i\xnd 
amongst thja jm>9t singular people, -^-^ but > they 
are loos^ Aoating, and unarrai^d. This» it 
will be obserred, is conceding them the po9^ 
sessiotn of iraluahie capacities; but» wMieyer 
may be the final result, their vanity, whicfa him 
been the d^ef cause of the oalamlities they biMi^ 
sulked themselves, and of tho^e they h9iH 
inflicted on all around them, is »t preset un- 
aupported by their condition. From the xwo* ^ 
lution they might have derived the greatisst 
benefits: it broke up what depreased and re^ 
strained tJie national energies, — it ^ve pla^r to 
the national cirouktions, — it braced tbe public 
serves, and put animatii^ objects in the pubiie 
view. But their vanity made them tiwidupWiOf 
a cold and crafty tyrant, wJi« has utikefsly d^ 
xaoniized them, and, who, by a^reissingifaimaelf 
,«Kclusively to their besetting faults, ha^ eaoreaMsd 
themtenfi>ld« 

The iiQperial ijofluence raised ittfilf on 4thf^ 
Jwlties of the jFonofa ^dtetacter^ w^ ^fb^sA 
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language wiM^that of bombast gi|d |<dt«lii9pdl^ ^ 
^ flattered the conceilediiesui^ th$kt ft inj|g^ii|»ke 
a pr^y of the ri^ts of the *ipti^l^t — it c{>n^[y|ed 
their, hearts that it might epf^y their ihandb^ 
-^apd taught them to lodk, {gdWbre^ to thl^ 
m^^ificepoe of the throne as a jsn^ient* fum* 
pensation for all they lost ofjrdspeat^Ut^y^ lis 
Bub|ect8| and for all they Violated -of gdndilluth 
i^ow^4s4l)e.co{nmunity of mfknkiiid. ' l 
^^, ^^e profligfite syst^^n of Buonaparte rec^irfre^ 
fM|§|»*uia^uta after its own diaracter ; and^ ^titli 
^ifH^xMnpled abUky and viUainy^ lie fashtonf^d 
1^ pdople to suit his views. The youth of 
^r^ce^have been trained up in his schools, ami 
ib^y bstve tlius become fit only for his fmfmes. 
fTliegreatiinterest of France, as he lias leHity 
k the military interest, and this is .thwarted and 
if{^ii^,bj every measure tliat<tendsto prcmiofee 
^J)a. peace and substantial improvement of bl- 
^a^ty. The air of the streets and pufa& 
^lace!^t<>f ^^^i^ is sufficient to impresS' thistti^ufeh 
;with a melancholy force, and to incite feara^ 
iutjure distlutbances. Widking one ^day iUr the 
iJai^Q dies Plaptes, I fell into conversatioii wilah 
A rjcmag«Fr€Sichn»|i : his friends hadrdestiiK^ 
^him 1|br the jnedical prolesaion,xbiit '<^ co^ 
-aorjptkfti had seized htm at an eply ag^ and 
iir$§gt(^,}^Ak from bis :9tudks»-*--^apdl-i^(^ 
^>e|tce:ha4^l!^hiia)fv^ jgi}<iM4ii«^M^ 
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^pivvidbd. Ui Ispofce <rf «ke Btfurisbns wH& 
MA«n»iB;luM<^ Buonaparte tritfa z^ioui att 
UdHdMt. TIte 'fiHii% to -nHiieh 1«& belong 
lil(v#ft|f'be«tt CMNM^ % tbeir dn^ital itttradoiA 

Mb, Aiulsawhin, witii regMrt^ d«pk*hKed>^dIP 
pMtiiiiitSes^iaf JUtriVittgin the iVi^oiPlift'to wlkich 
he 'Hyi-'betti- devoted.' • ■..■•■•'^•'' c-' -'c 

^Speakmg ftom what I obseiivedwyt^ I 
w<n^d say, that ^e largest pairt df>«be nwM of 
public optaioti in firaince W68; from dbeiduMe et "^ 
btbei^ in ^voup o)P QAonapairtec Tlihiiqpliieteed 
to vft eertan, «»d it ^waa equally mh <th«t tMi 
tendency <^ ^isioQ existed in utteip iadApaoi^ 
ence of honotir mid principle, or ^atiMT in iHfeet " 
cefDtradktitfn to botii. 'Dtey would oonftM Ina 
wotst iuAis), and specif actions wfaieh lie ■ had 
iMranailted, ferwMdi h^ merited tbeiif deteit^ 
atira } after whi6l( 1^ woutd^ add,' w. « ^ 
iMIthewasagirelitmanf^ Hieiraflbotittniwers 
Ins. - If ever the fVench have shewn constant^, 
it has b^ra in fitvour of 'Buonaparte. He was 
^dently beit adapted lo tiidr disporittons. It 
is a& nonsense, that we have heu^d idjbut their 
loaning undinr hioi. He gitve theit- vanity 
ob}^(:ts aiid gradficataone : he made ihwaoii^es 
luui Of&^to b^efl>e in ihe gk»y of th& Frcndi 
nstiw),— the braug^ ^item pictures, iile bu9t 
tfa^ftifahoes, he 4ttlked to ^m about des^y, 
^aadnBHOKe, mA einaj^e, all in a biealh< This 
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is t)M vftUm 4)f inatW0«nei«t vrltidi Is atijire ii^ 

be fucoeMfol with the peaplet of irhaKa I odii 

mita^t and hy thove mmm ■■ popuhunigr maor 

b« tiDJflgredl «ihil« p«rfid]?i> vioiesMs^^ nndi^anie)^^ 

dwtrof the puUHc nputBtjeia^ > sfld the: idott 

viikiahlB!i<ih^p;(qp«r¥eB. . ; '>-.■ 

Theiaraseriptiffii viis net «eniWbre<i wi^iWPtoe 

y as » heavy an evil as we h»ve hcmi.iAithethlEihtt 

of etocdviiif <t> vith our Sng^ xnoHiffm^K^SL 

the,$rafc ]^^ the Sreneh evidently v«wt decf 

domeatic fteling: « violent bwst d^ gtie^ sr^ 

ceeiM* in a fe^ir. d«y9» \i$ 4 woAeot burst, of 

lad|^rtBr» is all thai ana. be e^ect«dJrQiii « peof^ 

]|itfrvfaose demcstic econocny is of the iMitote I 

hafni' dwearibeii Home is the mify mirse fi>r 1^ 

h^wt; And heme is disrogwded m. Pfttw». In . 

the next pJAce^ the biUte «ad views of thitpM^ 

pfe are viUtary t piurenta have been in the &m 

\tm of looking to the army ^ 9£S»rdiin9 a p«ipis^ : 

siflB); i»r their s«i% ajpid th^ seemed to «M^ 

rasAnf' to giJvHe than r^joxioe :thAt they h«4 sotc^ 

tl^ back. The great object of their eseiti^iis : 

wastopneorare them new sf$K4ntR»ent)5> whieh^n 

woifld«gain,]M»H9ve them from.tbeii; Sunilieat '/ 

.The sapacitifls-^f the ^v&^ fi#4^n» \tfii^mmi' 

I Digei^ ;8ri» gieal^.r-rThe itfihiffuitag«9>o£i'^i^b 

is;c»Bed« common. ednca(io% axe uAh?0»Bili^t 

dilEbBBd; and & taster)iG»r ijceadfl^ fim 4iebMl«q 

ptyiin«at*.foeall4ii»«nbeBuiIw«ot()«fe&ii<g:^^ 

b«2goifeBdn«lua]tcteri9kicb.r..filMi p«UMit»,dbBns.''tr 
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iU andim almost n isgh urdegsAe^ ar Ito mMr 
cultkated persoai^ The j^ottirer wdcxa, as I 
have aiseadyobseviEed^ af^pdiriied &ir Isfeyonds 
the corresponding cbess^ in :Bii^and» anil tbe.i 
effect of thek behaviour nr extreise]|f pleasiil^. 
One is chififi}r aurprisedifaff tioKij^nxipri^^^ of their 
niod;e of ^spsakag;: IJie^ceoenoBu^of cntittiQsy^ 
aiH^iflbft jdioiiiidlie phfasra/oipditeness^ pnoceeEbi 
in^ fronts ]iHlk4vo«ieD askdi camion ta eadbd&er^: 
latitat ainase aa En^ahalaiii OBbr knrettrpw^- 
sbQjrtoucdnr.iheir hate) tot edcbotheifdnihe sfarevtef 
IVo tnetf, tvftaflQrLobwnml playing atpiqhefer 
iaida open vegetal^ shc^ departed; tbenstt^ 
towards each other \dth sdl the ponctfiid e£^ tiro t 
gentl^n^i of f^kshiom Hieir laagun^^ taeir 
frequently surprises you, as devated far beyond 
their station. A waaherwoiEian^ desonbing:jiiiot 
foggy day, s^idf-^^* ^^^ powed.damiMkd . 
the breath qf flame i" The keeper ofithiD 
Te»irfe^ speafeing of some rou^gh atones v^iok 
Buonaparte had ordered to be bno^ght ti&erei 
from EontainUeaa, said^— <-^i^ i$ the cMseh^ 
mdfi^ a day Aat has engravsmthoat. nuiriktP^ 
'Wsikmgi^iaxig the quay onermorBkig^ J/baardarr 
woixian wiK» sold the crocfeBTj^wate^ tlsit: wa9< 
displayed ontibie gtoutid, instructhig bos daagfe ! 
t^k tiie sodeal duties oflifew The praiaiiai; 
p^M^niheir lesaon iK»a cautk»^ttot tdranxMfiidh^. 
atitii^ girl hod faean doo^.wiih. hertcnp^aod 
sanMiiK, Mi fa»r aei^hbaair^a^boDlBidter,. ^ihes*^^ 
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volumes were also on the ground.-— « Th<5 great 
art of Jife, md^fitte^^ said ' stife, !^* is to do as 
mucli good for yoursdf as j)6ssdme^ provided you 
do no harm to your neighbour.^^ ■ /'[/ ^ 

. Yet even with regard to the qommbn know- 
ledge^ which the conimon afiairs of Kfe- require,^ 
it win be found, on a dose obseivation, that they 
a^e wonderfully more uninformed than £he brisk 
adroitness of their mabners would at fiirstlead 
you t6 imagine. It is very possible that you 
noay see the hostess of a country inn, seated 
under the vine at her door, reading Voltaire^s' 
Henrtade, yet the same woman will not be able: 
toiake twdve sous &om a thirty sous piece; axid* 
return you the change. Hie middle and lower 
orders, of Paris, are in the profoundest state of 
ignorance^ as to actual facts and sound opinions. 
They know nothing of what passes beyond tHe 
observation of their eyes;, and may ^sily be de- 
ceived as to. that. ' Their judgments are weajc, 
in pnoportion as their 'impressions are lively. 
They may be induced to believe any thing that 
is monstrous, and thus.it is easy to lead them to 
commit all sorts of monstrosities. |t was in this 
way that the atrocities of the revolution were 
jpetpetrated. No story was too absurd to be^ 
credited by .the people, — and each new day, * 
brought,, in fhe shape of a ridiculous lie, an in- ' 
diicement to some horrible enormity. It is easy 
to seie, with what facility -a people^ thus distiin-^ 
guished by susceptibility and ignorance, might lie 
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dupi^d into the extravagancies and errws VMch 
stain the modeni history of France. Their vi- 
vacity is but the liveliness of chredulous vanity, 
abnost always exercising itself in hostility /to 
duties and truths,. A Frenchman, will credit 
whatever you please to tell him, arid cpmmit 
^whatever you. please io direct, provided you in 
some measure connect your story and your com- 
mand with, the ideas in his mind, that France is 
the only country, worth naming in the world, 
and that he is, or may become, one of the jjipst 
distinguished Frenchmen, A Parisian Shcj^j^* 
keeper is likely enough to ask, whether in 
En^^nd we are not accustomed to have boxmg 
matches.in our drawing-rooms, and, in the sfune 
breathy descant oh the glories of David's last 
picture, and the scarcely inferior excellence pf 
Baphael's Trans%uration. ' . 

The standard then of manners, is high in 
France, — and the standard of their conversation 
is still higher, —but, in the substantials of know- 
ledge and conduct, they are below both tbese^ 
Further, their accomplishments and attaihmeiits 
are all carefully and exclusively adapted to have 
an effect on the society of the day and place,—? 
which is society in its most contracted sense :-^ 
this is their main, or rather their ow^ object, 
and it is inconsistent with what is mpst worthy 
(rf' present respect, to say nothing of what is most 
likely to secure the respect of futurity. 

' ^3 
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But a^people with these Kviedy notions, fidl of 
tbie a^KKir propire, aod whois^ jnuldtudes catch 
inspirations from objects that j iabther countries^ 
have no iE^uence but on a «clect few, cmmA 
but form a nation of rapidSty in action, of fipkn* 
did ajppdarances, of interest, and of celd[>ri<y# 
And, uttder a good gairenimef»t,'-— one whirfi 
shouid have no interest iti flattering thek fandts; 
•<--and under which the expression of troth iB%ht 
be permitted to go fortft, at freedom to deteet 
vanities and imperfections wlierever they lurk,— ;► 
whether in politics, inmsamers, mart, or in lite* 
rature, — they would bid fair to attain a pstcii 
formidable to all competitors. Hitherto^ hoM^ 
ever, they have but astounded £arape to their, 
own fthame and calamity* They are lam^irtafaiy 
ignorant of what I may call the A, B, C, of mo^ 
ral rectitude. They have not fixed in Iheir' 
minds the few elementary principles, to which 
every action or proposal might be at once' re- 
ferred, as Id a certain test of its prc^riety. I 
have usually found that the most abrapt, and 
even violent contradictions, were fbllowed, In 
the course of the stream of ccmversaticin> by an 
unguarded admission of facts, which proved dl 
that had been originally denied. Agsdnst the 
summing up, if they dislike its tendency, the^ 
will stoutly protest, but win readily admits iand- 
even furnish particular piece, of evidence, #a* 
lead to an uiafiivoiurable verdict* 'Hus ine«ft- 
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si8t%cy arises from a loos^ess df knowledgt^ 
aiid slig}|tnes3 of feeling as to right and Wrong t 
«r*the Cardinal points of morality are not marked 
i^n th^t nrnds to guide their coiurse. For want 
of these, they often glory in their sh^me^ and 
bei¥iM» themselves titid others by admiring in- 
eoniSiBtently, resenting Wrongfully, atid SUt»nit- 
ting Abjectly. 

As a conclusion to, and Corroboration of these 
t^marks, I may be permitted to quot^ certain 
passages from tome articles Which w^re publishedf 
in The Champion, antd which I wrdt^ fyr that 
Jourftil from the CtipitsA of S'rance : — 

" A ve^y little ob^ifVdtion of the socfety of 
Paris; Will fi^w that it i»ifi a sadly disoi^ganized 
ittate^ it hai^ no nature otdet : onfe does not 
kfiloW where to look foi^ifil «o^ of* bottom: all 
doH» of tmki ar^ ifttrewed abe^at, witbotri any 
(jiMiiiet separati6Yi furti^f than af imkiml one: 
all sorts of principles afe aVdWed without any 
iSlted is to thei^ htytkglhoniHitBblt ^t base. The? 
Impcj^idi court see^ns^ to have done nothing to 
adju!^ and settle ^e fotilidartions 'i^nd super- 
siruefette of Society, fmt -much' ft) unhinge and 
oveftt\Jttu it. Utdek xH) eaxe t^e^ablish interests 
mof e ftolSaiiM^nial: th^n thdse Which arose out of 
its tem|>orai^ eMe^rizes: it countenanced no 
^xed iftandard of character, b^it made reputation 
depend 0^ subserviency to» its changing com- 
mands^ and pronQunced o»^ fh$ pri^priety of ac-» 

N4' 
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ti(m» accor'ding to its moi|i€^ta^^..^#nj|[;9f €»:- 
pediency. THe keenness ofl^}f\2iipa^ 
to the particular object he had myi^^j-wj^^ «x-e 
erted ta the exclusion of the slight^)!^ .esire ^pjr 
any other consideration^ howeveV i^ipQrt^t^ |p 
itself, or even dosely connecte4 lyith his.iqijt^; 
diate purposes. 'Ihus^ when he w^ntQ4jl^en|pir 
his wars, he paid np attention to.the ya^it^.qf 
trade or agriculture^ the necessity fojj^dilPA^^g 
youth, and the claims of relationships. ..Whei^ 
be wanted money, he took no precau|ioQ^^tQ 
continue confidence, although ailer this is gp^^^ 
no government will be long .»ipplied ^by ita 
people. When he thought fit to adorn his court 
with titles and honours, he {ooked for no. b^t^r 
desert to be distinguished, than the services <^a 
mere creature, no matter how destitute of virjtiMr 
and. elegance — of all that can give reqpeciabitijty 
and grandeur to the artificial elevations of a mqn? 
arch. In short, never was the improvident sj^§r 
tern of living on the principal^ and neglectingj^e 
future for the sake of enjoying the present, 
more ruinously exemplified than in the coiuiuct 
of the Emperor of France He behaved 9s 
rashly as the possessor of a fine mansioi) would^ 
who should cut up his beautiful mahggai^ door» 
and bannisters^ because for a moment he was ii^ 
need of* wood to kindle a fire;— or cu|; his ^x* 
quisiie pictures from their firames to mend fbp 

IJcrgen* oit a pantry with their canvass. 

iV^r. .i"-;^-./ • - -i ... .• •/. , \ .■ ;■■ * "■ • ' ' 
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, « The cbiis^^U!^ce is, thati' France is dis- 
jointed,- ahd totiifiiseid, and unsettled. Justice 
and e^tabHshiip^nt hs^ve not fheir natural protec- 
tors ill thit country. By their natural protec- 
tors, #^ mean persons having iextensive influence 
bVer the people, whose priricipjes and interests 
attach them to an established .order of things 
that does not grossly violate any of the great 
rules of rig^ht and wrong. A race of gentlemen 
by birth and education, who are checked, from 
id^using their advantages by a wholesome equality 
of privileges, aiid the fear of being held in odiimi 
by an intelligent and sensitive public > — indi- 
viduals of weallb, who have gained it by lawfiil 
heri^e or tranquil industry; — and men of 
taleht, who have not lost sight of thie connec 
t£&n between moral and intellectual beauty and 
krfength, -*- these forin the iiattiral protector^ of 
icoimtry^s peace and character. But in Frajnce 
we look in vain for them supporting, its social 
and pbliticial structure. ' There are no favourite 
names, even in the mouths of its parties, to be 
invoked for the public goo^. In England^ ac- 
cording to a person's established system of opi- 
tfions, he turns with admiration to certain illus- 
tridus examples of that excellence which is^ in 
his Estimation, of ttie highest standard. These, 
b'ow'ever opposed aniohg themselves in. sentifnent 
as to'dieltaits, constitute;an -attracting add regUr 
lating body, that'gives compactness Smd strength 
to the commonwealth. France, unfortunately^ 
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seems to have no center around which to tevolve, 
which might keep her firm in her orbit, She 
has no feeling of religion, and no profifer under- 
standing of philosophy ; — she is quite cardess 
about liberty, and totally destitute of loyalty j 
-^she has but little of literature, and less of 
knowledge } ~* she is widumt wealth, and wiiJi^'' 
out contentment ; •^ she forswears r%^ yet 
cannot specify any proper object fw her exer* 
tions. 

''The grumbler with whom you cottvene in 
the Cqf^y is Hot prejpared to tdl yoo «Aj tM^g 
but that he is dissatisfied. The course of bii 
mind seems shaped at a savage rimdoili^ «iiid in 
an unblushing defiance of truth atndpropriis^j 
-^he seeks for no co^erin^ for his nakedneis/ 
nor concealment for hiis defi:)tmtty« He will de- 
Clare to you that he wished for Buoniq^arle's 
return, and confeils, in the same breath, that 
the Emperor was a great liar, very extravagant 
in his plans^ and tyrannical in his temper^ He 
will utter an invective agirinst the Bourbons, bat 
add that the King is a senaifaie man^ heartBy 
devoted to the welfare of hii^ kingdom, a^d very 
likely to promote it. He will protest, with fierde 
iilksoleilce inr \m look and gesture, that Franoe id 
the most dvil and most triumphant cotmtary ^ 
the wtMd J and conclude his flourish by groan^ 
ing^ otit^' m a tone between that cff sigismg' iind 
ct^irsii)g^-diat heburhs to asitet itt oM«fe^ratld|^' 
^e shame of defeat, and d^atroyhig those who 
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in jxmriWce, tiiat the Ailfedotily respected Paris 
l)ecau8e ibey knew that the^ Pamians could, if 
ti^jr pleased^ hjave destroyed ail the armies that 
advanodd up&n tJmrn from Montmartre. He 
refers yai2» with insulting gasconade, to the 
catalogue of the monttments of art which his 
capital contains, — where you find it recorded, 
by the learned member of the Institute, that 
the Transfigtaratwn Wsfe given by victory to 
Frafioe, it being a chef^OBtevre belonging to her 
by desimy ! — ^ but if you hint that, if the French 
gained it by victory, they have only kept it 
through the generosity erf their conquerors, his. 
rage knows no bounds/^ 

♦ i: . )m). . i*. - 't •*: . •# * # • • 

^^'/Iliislftnguaj^ will b€^ called severe, and it 
isinteaded to be so* It is directed against a 
chtts of people, which* more than any other, is 
thelegiiiniate object of the extremest severity. 
W« mean those who are^ wise to Infallibility in 
thdr;.bwn conceit, while in tru& their habits 
have hot left them a single correct idea : — who 
have erected ^a monstrous ^oene idol, whose 
service 4hey account honourable, although it is 
shume^^degmdation, and to whom' they wocdd 
intoleraotly ba^^e all the world to bow ji— ^tvhose 
notkoift oppose th^n as enemies to the peace of 
ma2ikiBii^>and against whose notions, then, man* . 
Idbid sbaidld mske^-Qommoa^ieague. This ^^. 
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exists in all countries: — unfortunate circamk 
stances have given it a fearful predominancy in 
Paris : it may be said to form the charact^ of 
the Parisian public as it appears to a, stranger, 
and we are afraid it also forms the greatest in- 
fluence of that public to affect the measures of 
the French government, an^ the relationships of 
France with other countries, 

•• When one has been in Paris, it no longer 
seems doubtful that Buonaparte's political sysr 
tem has been tjie chief cause of all this i^ischief. 
We yet see the means he took to produce it j 
^e are enabled to trace th<e connection between 
bis i;»ihallowed:objeets and his diabolical institu* 
tians ; — we are every where confroBied withUs 
4eyices for debauching the instruments 6f his 
$vil qpncupiscence } and we are caxtied^dng 
amidst crowds of his corrupted,' whose nattaes 
Jusfcve lyecai turned to unmin^led evil, by iHefortSfe 
qf bis. discipline. We say not this, God knows, 
19 «i^ity to Frenchmen, but because observittiah 
bf^ impressed us with a conviction, so lively and 
yiQ^eifful tbrt nee know not how ttf desei^^ it; 
rrrttiat the worst species dP moral plaguel n ih 
fVance y that it has made, and is" makihg^,' -i^ 
most hoirAledevastatk)^ there 4hat the disease 
^ust be proclaimed for the scd^y^^lhe^wbi^ 
*rrthftt the severest regukfiotfs <rf'.^art^3ne 
QijkgH tQ be iniposM by ofiier Cikniti^ 
i^i^ m ithe first stfip towatvls ciio^ WixtM^^ 

3 
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victims, it should be proclaimed to them by 
every possible variety of method, that they are 
j^mBy diiieased. This they do' not suspect : their 
vanity and self-confidence siu:pa«s the imagina* 
tion of those 'who have not seen them. With 
many' of tbe best materials of characteri they 
present litible that is not pernicious and profli- 
gate in conduct and conversation. They seem 
tiie relics of a system of order and beauty^ whose 
very capacities only tell us that disoi'ganization 
has been at work, and that they have been per* 
verted/* . 

'• '* • '*.#^ • * ^.*\# 

*< It has been a favorite wish of patriotism in 
England, that there should be no distinction be- 
tween the citizen and the soldier: in France 
the wish is realized, but it is by means, and in 
consequence of circumstances, which the friends 
of liberty cannot deem desirable* They trish 
the^dierto feel and act as the citizen, but, in 
^he^eighbou^ kingdom^ the citizen is ioet ii^ 
the soldier : he sinks into the mere instrument 
of despotism, the weapon of lawless ambition. 
Jgvjery gradation of rank, and dirtmction of oc- 
cupation^ are^swidlowed up m tbe ^^ahny. ^^ Tile 
bi^ys in..{tl^ streets, are to appearsiBiee^ '^ydttdg 
s^^f^ff».}ii mpsti of (the servants at tdie; bi^lte ^ 
t^ 444iiageii^ have, ewkades and feathers in their 
i^. iC'ypu ta](:9 your seat in?the pii; 4Sf a^tb^ 
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iNire grten jadcef^ wi^ lowing ejrc^ 
&ce» andlarge whiskers, — ando» the oHhef^^ mi 
affieer in blue, slove^dy and oat^iitttei^a^^-^ 
lumag neither the look nor the msuBmn q£3» 
g^emm. Tht countiesa munber of icioffiee^ 
houses and ealilig-iMU0Qie^ ^riarndbi oine all dvji 
dkoke fi]^ avre fiUed ^h tiie aotae dsscrqptian 
odT pf»r90QS ; all fioating abofat, loose^ ixUe, &s^ 
loro^ ->^ ignoTtnt^ obstinafee, and pcofligalew in 
parivftte companies it H just the same: in eveiy 
ctrdo the great majosrify of the men are; either 
now attached to the army, or but just disbbaoged: 
from k. The stations appointed in Paris for 
giving assistance in cas^ of fire, are ^tatioas.for 
military, who executQ the office of our firenaenr: 
guardo-ooms correspond with our w^tch^houses^ 
and soldiers do the duty of our watchmen. The 
headr^uartecs of the staff, usurps the consideration 
and the place of the municipality. SQldiera.act 
as ccmstables at the theatres, and in^ the stxeeta 
of the French capital : soldien^ attend to pre^ 
terve order in the gambling-houses: ia shorty 
France is a great barrack.** 
*..♦.♦ . * # *' . «,."%" 

«^ Whether the liouse.of Bourbon is or jit nor ^ 
to contipue to teign oyec this sort of people^ i» 
the moe kti(«i of qii»^ion as whether to^moicrbtMe 
it wiU b^r sttbshiAe or rain ^ except inileed thftltr :^ 
^ uncertainly of a t^aoper^ as iirell as d£ a. di«^^ ' 
nu^iv ]giy€!i^ QVPt &w9i i£ not ihfi dmifttfs; a" 
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lemxkgt/oihi^ effjd^iof what i9 dfiMi^^ 
thi^g, 1h)w0v^> strikes ev^ery obe^al 1m^ latisljF 
bees^ in R^nce, wd^e areflprtre^xiQWi to ex- 
pr^»i t^M th«Q to $f^0BSiBi^ 0n pcebsiniji^B, 

nmi offNr. thfcaweiJves to that cwwtry» the <mp 
t9«rt i$ ttoM^ttgnfti^t ^th it» best: hop^a ^nd* 
pfesb^t v^smiiM, iRith^si^iUtyi of tli^gj^venrk 
xa^nt of ^ BombQUSk In fingboid, «li9e^litf>ii$ 
9m wgndb-^-wd veiy justly to<^**^t<i mmy 
p0int» of .tbft .cowtdmrti of the court o<f France 
nmo^ kn& ^ioeaiomtim. l^t these objeetiom Im 
^Skmg&^Bsgr the ^kit of opposilion is^tfaie wmk 
eiiitmaiQmpfiimjile^of impro Tiielc^igw 

pTobahly: might have been better advised in 
Sfiv^ fespeets;-^b»t the French natiooL has 
not moral vmtih enough in its possession to T«ar«^ 
rant a Mttimal belief, that any change ^ade I^ ^ 
the impulae of p^^ular resistance, woald not he^ 
&r tils worse. The progress^ of wsiendta«»* 
mwk begreal firom tho point of its present eon^ 
ditijQi^ bfitfore any good can be expected for 
Fjraop^ feopi the influence of what is J5ngland?a 
best sfiCUfity a» weU,aa cMef glory, ---/ft^jwAffc * 
ifgMafmt, 

^* Whm w« deprecajte the impiibe of popujac 
ises^ancft#; as more likely to liige Ftencbjosa^ 
^sfiffcdi^^mcifeaiid despotism, than: t)0.can^ti^ 
^mvivA 4»^«ard^ i^ per&ction: of goveromi^tii^Tj 
vt mmt fkeb b«.u]K)An^^ aa even Biyathjjy,. 
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disapprobaticm agoinst any symptom of vigilaaiee 
and independent honest dissent, wbieh they may 
now or hepeafler shew* What we earnestly hope 
to see averted, is one of those gitat tumukaousi 
national movements, that give to the machine (^ 
tiie state as great "an impetus in its utferit^ a^ kt 
its noble parts ; which urge it onwurd in a blind 
course, with a crushing weight, railing a dust to 
fill the eyes when clear vim>n is most necessary; 
The inftuence of ^(^tUtiny and disappfdb^on,- 
exercised within certain legd limits, and by 
regular means, is of ^i very oppodte nature ; 
and when France displays more of this finitof a 
cultivated mind, we^haill have less reason to fi^ar 
the springing up of her mid oats. It surely 
ought not to be, for a moment, lost sight of, in 
estimating the value of the government of the 
' Bourbons in its new shape, that it not only the- 
oretically provides for the exercise of a confttku- 
tional opposition, but that, in point of &ct, a 
very active opposilion to the measures of the 
court exists under it: an opposition whichf in 
the days of Buonaparte, durst not have raised the 
point. of its fingei:: an opposition which, j^ro- 
tected as it is by the fences of law, and actua% 
established in its exercise, is fully ^cfmpetoit' to 
gain for France in tim^ every conc^^on thiit;;ki 
due to the eights of man. If it fail to^do t^s,^ 
it must be through the baseaaess of tfae]p^{^e : we 
jknow not whether the .court is to' be ^w^tly 
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"bbmed for having the usual tendencies of power. 
l!i&ak XVIII. seems to have given quite as 
' tttuch as' vm insisted upon, and probably he 
might have given less, and yet seated himself on 
liis throne. We have every reason'' then to say 
t)f him, tfeAt*'he entertains as liberal notions on 
these 'subjects as a mbnar6h can be expected to 
entertain,' and^^e believe that those who know 
him best are most inclined to praise him on this 
ground.' Hut ^ that the independence Ojf subjects > 
reqaires, is^not fairly to be expected to emanate 
from a-king} and when a people are full of wild, 

^ jarring/ and unjust sentiments and demands, 
honesty itself startles at whatever appears cal- 
cfulated to increase the force of so baleful an in- 
ilueiace. TTje arguments of the men of the old 
school who surrounded the person of Louis, when 
be returned to IVance, were strengthened by the 
state of the people of France : the recollection 
of the mannear* in which they formerly abused 
liberty, could not but be freshened in his mind 
9)ytiie undignified and unprincipled temper jin 
^wiiiefe he found them : and with the conscious- 
Aiefe that'he was bringing them freedom itself in 
^mparisonwith the government of Buonaparte, 
IS it imlifcely that he should consider himself as 

* HcBstg solely for the good of his people in those 
wry pbmts of his cdnducti which have been 
^nsidef ed by us as evincing the hereditary taint 
^f Mespolfd jirinciples ?*' - 
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CHAPTER XII. 



TPHE air of the French females^ it mmtbe 
acknowledged, is full df a certain spedes of 
witchery; but it is strongly marked by man- 
nerism. Its secret seems to lie in making the 
external woman exclusively display the pecu- 
liarities of her sex j her looks, her turns, her 
whole manner of speaking and acting is. sexual. 
The distinction between male and feimde is 
never for a moment lost sight of by either. In 
England it frequently happens, that a gentleman 
for some time addresses ai lady in a way, that 
would leave a person who should only h^r the 
observations, but not see to whom they Were 
directed, perfectly ignorant whether the conver- 
sation were held with a man or a woman. But 
this could scarcely fever ha^ppen in Fraiice j the 
towmtird of the phrase, w^en a woman is spoken 
to cannot be mistaken : it is modelled kccorditi^ 
to her peculiar instincts, charms, and weaknestes, 
and so is the carriage of him who speaks io her. 
In this consists the politencKS^ of theO^enth to 
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the softer sex, of which they l^oast j but the 
question is, whether it does not imply a stooping 
to, instead of a rpising towards ? Can wo^en 
have any (hirig giyei^ them in the shape of de- 
ference tfeat can a^ne for the loss of equality ? 
Is it humouring they at? fond of? We humour 
a child, and spoil it .by $o doipg j we humour 
the sick and the weajc ; we humour eccentricity 
and folly ; but we never humour sound sense 
and propriety. The first instance of humouring 
had. very unlucky consequences. 

<^ Would thou hadst hearkeDjed to my words, and staid 

With me, as I besought thee, when that strange 

Desire of wandering this unhappy mom, 

I know not whence, possess'd thee ; we had then 

Remained still happy ; not, as now, deapoil'd 

Of all our good ; shamed, naked, miserable." 

Paradue Losty book JX. 

The women of Paris are entirely creatures of 
management and manner : — the chief business 
of soci^y is left to them to transact. A trades- 
man entrusts the concerns of his shop to his 
wife, — a gentleman asks no guests to his house 
but with her permission. There is every where 
an affectation of placing every thing at the dis» 
cretion and disposal of the females, — but it is 
st^l evident, that their empire is granted to their 
weakness, and they are thus taught to make a 
parade of their sexual peculiarities, thf^t they 
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may gain pampering and indulgence at the ex* 
pence of their respectability. Tliey are raised 
above their helpmates, as men and women raise 
children on high chairs, and help the young 
folks first to pudding. In this very preference 
there is an insult ; but there is worse degrada- 
tion in the employment to which they are put. 
They are taught to make the most of their in- 
fluence as women, in prder to gain for themselves 
and those connected with them, the mercenary 
ends which arise out of the competitions, hazards, 
desires, and necessities of daily life. Hie bad 
effect of this on the delicacy of their minds, re- 
quires no exposure, and their artificial, active, 
adroit, and intriguing habits, have, in fact, given 
to their physiognomies and manner, an acute, 
watching, attacking sort erf' air, which, however 
powerftd it may be in its way, is not the power 
which most properly belongs to woman, or that 
most exquisitely becomes her in its exercise. 

The system o£ educating and training yoimg 
women in France, is open to the most serious 
objections. Girls, in respectable life, are placed, 
as they grow up, under a strict surveillance: 
they are never entrusted beyond the eye of the 
"mother or governess. If they are permitted to 
pay a visit to a female friend of the family, the 
hostess is sensible she incurs the heaviest re- 
sponsibility. The youthful guest must not sleep 
beyond the immediate superintendance of her 
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entertainer ; a bed is made up for her in the 
cabinet of the lady of the house. She must 
not dance but with the partner selected by her 
friends ; she must not sit down with her partner 
after she has danced : — in short, strictness and 
guardianship are the substitutes for formation 
x)f character, and, without paying any regard to 
the mindt the body is pampered and preserved 
for the accomplishment of the future views of 
a mercenary and cold authority, that looks but 
to sordid interests, and is careless of virtue and 
of happiness. 

This degrading system of watch and ward, 
is absolutely necessary according to the habits 
of Paris, for they are directly levelled against 
whatever would warrant ^confidence in tJie sense 
of integrity and honour in the young female 
mind. Mothers will not, indeed, instruct their 
daughters to intrigue after they are married, — 
and they will not, ,probably, talk of their own 
licentious indulgences before their daughters; 
but their conversation with their intimates. In 
the hearing of their children, is suflBciently in- 
structive that connubial constancy is in little 
estimation, and less practice. Such a lady, they 
will say, speaking of one who has a husband and 
children, is not now on terms with that gentle- 
man — thatoffaiT is over long ago: — ^^it is now 
Monsieur . 

These breaches of nuptial fidelity, it is affirmed, 
03 
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are less universal at present than they were 
before the revolution ; but, I believe, it is doing 
no injustice to the state of French morals to say, 
that they now constitute the ihajority of fcases 
of conduct after wedlock in the genteel circlfes 
of Paris. Before the revolution a case (rf" post- 
nuptial chastity in these circles was scarcely 
known and never expected. At present, the 
indulgence is managed with tto needless display 
of indecency, but it is perfectly well understood, 
both by the husband and society, and the in- 
, dulging party is not severely treated by either. 

It is not thought an insult, in Paris, if a man, 
sitting down by a married lady, immediiately 
commences making love to her. His language 
is divested of all unnecessary explicitness ; but 
it has a sufficiently palpable tendency to the last 
favour that a woman can grant. It is, in fact, 
a mere matter of course almost, to address a 
French married lady in those terms of gallantry, 
which, in England, are employed to females 
whese persons are still disposable. The Woman 
to whom they are directed may not be inclined 
to listen to them, i— she may be engaged at the 
moment, or the application may be disagreeable j 
—but she never thinks of resenting the applica- 
tion as offensive. — -Iii short, a husband here 
cannot rationally calculate on his wife** fidelity, 
and I believe, very seldom does. Kthe parties, 
^r marriage, feel thetiiselves v^ much at- 
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tached ta each otber^ their reciprocal fidelity is 
secured by a mutual pledge on honour, which 
is added to the compact m,ade at the altar, as 
an extra obligation, not necessarily included in 
the original engagement. 

In Paris, it is the regular business of parents 
to marry, their children ; the idea of the latter 
conducting so serious an affair for themselves, 
would shock every father and mother in that 
capitaL For this purpose, they announce every 
where what portion they can afford to their son 
or daughter, and, without hesitation, enquire 
of all persons whom they know, of whose pro- 
geny a match may be made, what portions they 
intend to give with their children. The most 
incessant attention is bestowed on this grand 
affiur, and a Parisian mother devotes a degree 
of industry, dexterity, and frequently artifice, 
to effecting the settlement of her children in 
the world, which no woman but a French wo- 
man could display, and which reflect much 
credit on her talents, although the view taken 
of the real interests of those for whcun she con- 
cerm herself is far from a judicious one. 

The sole object to which they direct their 
^Sforts is, to accomplish a match which may be 
advant^eous to their child in worldly matters 
'^-^ namely, in. ]^nt of fortune or connections. 
As these are things which have no sort of con- 
nection with inclination on either side, it some- 
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times happens tliat a marriage is agreed upon 
between the parents for some years before the 
girl's age will permit it to be consummated. A 
young lady of the highest rank, whose nuptials 
took place when I was in Paris, had been accus^ 
tomed to say to her governess, who was an 
Englishwoman — " They tell me I am to be 
married at fifteen : I wish I knew to whom ; — 
I dare say I shall like him, — don't you think I 
shall?** Girlish feeling prompts this anticipa- 
tion of satisfaction, — the awfiil contract for life 
is hailed for no better reason than that it affords 
a prospect of escaping from the irksome re- 
straints that have been already described, — the 
cohimands of tRe parents are signified and 
obeyed, and two persons come together whom 
no impulse of their own has brought together, 
who can have no well founded confidence in 
each other, and whose minds are prepared bef(Hr& 
hand to give ready access to levity and inordinate 
desires. 

After marriage, the wife, young, and unin* 
structed in morals and duties, is at once ernan^ 
cipated from a state of severe restraint, and 
plunged into one of licentious liberty and unna^ 
tural power, — of which a few of the features 
are, a luxurious Boudoir, full of couches and 
and statues — separate bed roimn/s^ -^ a lover in 
every Visitor, and the customs of society op- 
posed to crudty to lovers^ It is needless to- 
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deduce consequences from these, — their exist- 
€iice is sufficiently informing. 

The system of married life in France, is one by 
which the lady enjoys a sort of artificial autho- 
rity and influence, raising her to appearance 
much above the claims of her sex and relation- 
ship, but existing at the expence of that cordial 
communication, and heartfelt disinterested de- 
ference, which distinguish ^unions founded on a 
more judicious basis than that which I have been 
describing. She is installed in various prero- 
gatives, that look flattering and desirable, but 
they are chiefly favourable to the dischscrge of 
functions from which a true respect for her sex, 
cherished by the men, would entirely preserve 
her, and the enjoyment of gratifications which 
a proper self-respect on her own part would prp- 
hibit her from partaking. 

The chief emblem and representation of this 
condition of married women is the Boudoir. It 
is a tcfmple of separation and luxury* It be- 
longs to tiie wife exclusively; the husband has 
neither property in it, nor power over it. If 
she were suspected of having a lover concealed 
within its mysterious enclosure, that enclosure, 
nevertheless, must not be violated. What I 
mean is, that such is the rule of good manners in 
France, and the mm who disregards it is an object 
of the general dislike and disgust of both sexes. 
The Boudoir is the apartment, as I have before 
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obsetved, that is mdst comtaonly complete in its 
elegance. The mmetj for the children in the 
hc/oseS) of families of rank, contrary to the 
custom of England, is neglected, and crammed 
into some inconvenient comer ; but theJBoudoir 
for the. mother, is rich in. couches, in statues, 
in paintings, and flowers.' It is a, retreat in 
which Venus might be happy to recline, and is, 
in every respect, ctdculated to inspire the sen* 
timehto which belong' to the devotion in which 
that goddess delights. 

One effiet of what I have been describing is, 
that, amidst this genei^al profligacy, the grosser 
featured of vice are not frequently seen. A 
woman who swerves from her sex's point of 
honour in England, is aware that she has com- 
mitted an unpardonable offence, and* the coarse- 
ness of depravity ensues -li^om the veryi coni 
sdousness of rfie enormity of her critne. But 
it is very different in France. A feinale there 
who has- committed adultery, regar^is herself, 
and tis regarded by others, as not moi'e eulp$bk 
than if she were a little too ^xtftt^atit, Wr 
too adxticted to play^ or too fond <^ gcMg 
fi?om home. Her mind, therefore^ e^i^ri^bes 
little,' if any ialteratioh, in consequet]^^^<}f tfee 
vidation<^ her person': —it is bat lifflle^ or ifaiher 
not at tdi/'worse t^ati it W^s h^re. it iAMtbe 
admitted,' that tfah is a better state^<i%d^oA 
and fediiigf llian Asdail^4s$tis€» j« ni^'^^th^ ia 
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disregard of chastity in England^ but how wottfak 
less is it tus a general standard of the fetiy^ 
hearty — aod is it n^t infinitely better to meet 
with instainces of gross depmvity^ as disgusting ^ 
excepttons to the g^ieral purity, than to find 
imrtty no where, and everywhere a dissolute-* 
ness, insulting and confounding virtue by assum*^ 
ing the air of decency? 

-This leads me again to notice what I have 
before refeitcd to — namely, the -boast of the 
French, that the appearance of vice in P^s is 
not so odious 'a6 in London. If it be allowed 
them that their wickedness is not so deformed, 
yet if their virtue be not so fair, the worst stigma 
will remain with them. Where women commit 
adultery, and are allowed to continue in good 
society, the common prostitutes: will not in theit 
behaviour shew themselves at variance with the 
observances of good society. Why should they? 
liie crowd of unfortunate femaks in the Ii>b*' 
bies and boxes of the English theatres, fomnng, 
as it certainly does, a display offensive to de- 
cency, is adduced sometimes as a contrast dis^ 
graceful to the nation, against the d^ecorum of 
behaviour which profligacy preserves in the pub- 
lic places of Fkris. Be it observed, '» however, 
that no one attempts to say, that there is a less 
amount of profligacy €k>llected togetiber in the 
latter assemblies ; — but it a&fsimilates itself more 
to the general maimers^ it lives on aaeaider and 
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more communicable footing with all around it* 
Now the truth is, that, for all the interests of 
rirtue, this is the most fatal public symptom of 
the two. The offensive shew in our theatres 
is highly disgracefiil to the managers who build 
conveniences for this description of persons, 
that they may derive a profit from assisting the 
vicious intercourse in question, — but one of 
its most certain effects is to fill the breast of the 
-youthful female, who is not corrupted, with 
horror, and to strengthen it against every seduc- 
tion, which, by any possibility, might end in re- 
ducing her to so frightful a state of degradation* 
She sees the votaries of pleasure in an awfiil 
state, of deformity and abandonment ; and if 
the Greeks found it efiicacious, to confirm their 
young men in habits of temperance, to expose 
slaves before them in the brutality to which 
drunkenness reduces, surely it must be still more 
admonitory and alarming to a young girl of deli- 
cate feelings and refined manners, to see her own 
sex exposed, in loathsomeness and misery, to 
the insolepce .and coai^seness of the other. 

. The dangerous seduction is in Paris, — where 
the harlot sits beside the girl of virtue, pretty, 
demure, attentive to the pl^y, and coquetting 
with the surrounij^n^ beaux« The young lady 
is' setlsible that this 'woman does little more 
than her mamma does, and she sees no difference 
in their carriage. The m,en behaye, alike re-* 
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ipectfully to both ; they are both, tlieu, entirely 
on an equality to the eye, and pretty nearly so 
to the understanding. 

It is, I repeat, most essential to the preserv- 
ation of virtue, that the distinction between it 
and vice should be strongly markc^d. It certainly 
is not so in France : they unite with each other; 
and this is an union which must be entirely at 
the expence of the best party to it, and, at the 
same time, promote the extension, without les- 
sening the mischiefs of the worst. In a coun- 
try where the most respectable tradsmen^s wivps 
will put obscene prints into the hands Of their 
customers, — where the insignia of filth and 
wickedness are evfery where displayed, — where 
licentious conversation prevails at every table, 
— and the young married woman who is with- 
out a paramour, is an exception to the general 
custom, — we must not hear a word of its refine- 
ment or of its delicacy. 

However lenient society may be to the vio»- 
lator of the marriage bed, it is very resentfiii 
againt those girls who marry without their pa^ 
rents* consent : — A blind deference to their au- 
thority is demanded, and it is observable, that 
this unqualified obedience, which some labour 
to represcAt as a binding duty,, from which no 
circumstances can relieve, is. chiefly inculcated 
and practised in the more iinperfect cpndttiona 
of society. The precepts that enforce; it ai;^ 
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too often Ite raiult of an mteite«te4i tytf^ims^ 
difiposition, which would justify its owi^ bad pas- 
sions, by assuming a right to be^ Ibuodad .in 
aatnre and reKgion, which Js noifc t^cwtitenanc^ 
by either. 

The influence of females is employed, with- 
out scruple, as I ha^e said, on every occasion 
where profit is to be derived from it. An Eog^ 
lish lady, who had been re^dent for some time in 
Paris, was called upon one morning pretty early, 
by a Parisian female acquaintance. Ilie latter 
requested her foreign friend to bestow more 
tiUm common attention that day on the business 
of the toil^te, and, without explaining the 
motive of the request, withdrew, saying she 
would call again in an hour. She did so, 
bringing another Frenchwoman with her. My 
countrywoman, at their united request, went 
out with them in their carriage, and they 
drove to the hotel of a Judge. The three ladies 
j^esented themsdves before thisadministratpr of 
the hiWA ; and one of the Parii^ians, with wxKh 
volubility of representation, and in a pathetic 
touching manner, which was^ me^nt to be iire- 
sistible, laid before him her sfttatemcant of a case in 
wfaidb her fimlily was intei^esfed,: wiiikh was soon 
to coidid before him in hisoffidal capacity ! The 
two acc<»npanying females were to swell thf 
amount of the attack, and they bad been se** 
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A £k)U»tess» whose biiisbfind f4P^4 ^^^ 
been much mjured ^^y tbe Rey^^lutjio^, .^j^^il^jk^ 
had z^ain suffered by the destraction of th^g^r 
vemmebt of Buonapart^y one d^jfi when I liras 
in Paris, «aid to a young £i^Hsh la(iy,wha h^ 
longed to a party of visitors, to that capitaiy-T- 
*< Ah, had .we but a handapme JSogHsihyQ^aist^ 
to go aad entceat the Duke de Ber^^i f(i^x ff^ 
wmjdd be sure cf m appointment. !'* , 

Hiese solicLtii^ females a#:e not e^y^ebi^peii 
They repeat their ^ppHc^ti0nS;,day.a£b^.|[^y^ if 
not sueeesaful at first : they will take no, desdal ; 
— charms, tears, iyateries, !»ay CQD[vulsipn»,,jn:p 
all eiDplo3red if necessary, — and little degaca- 
dation of character is supposed (to be sust^e4» 
whatever the price inay be. .that is paid ^or the 
accomplishment of what, i^ desaii-ed. 

The latitude which the Qonvorsation of females 
takes in Paris, is rather starting tothpse who 
are unaccustomed to it : — b^t it pertainly does 
not indicate there, what >it would indicate in 
England. I have ahready : said». ih^ i^ that citj, 
the action itself is only tho^ght of im^jDr^^^ 
— whatis merdy a mfitter of feeKn^ i?jr ia ppt^gjig 
nu>re than a tendency, isi biiit tittle Wffg4ft4^ 9^^'? 
way <Hr other, amc^Pgut th^: society yrl^fik I W 
describing, A Fren^wpmnjii: dc^p n?t tkf9^ 
that she is at all transgressing the decorum of 
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her sex» by lecturing a yoimg man not acccuM 
tomed to Paris, on all the snares and i^uctidns 
of that dangerous capital, specifying wildai Inuch 
plainness what he should avoit^ in oi^er that 
there may be iio mistake. The language of 
gallantry to unmarried females, when it can be 
preferred, is unmeaning,- — to married ones, to 
whom it is much more commonly addressed, it 
is always full of meaning. The Parisian ladies 
are not inclined to quarrel with words, and a 
coairseness of allusion prevails in mixed conver- 
sation, which, like many other qualities in Paris, 
is strangdiy opposed to its boasts of refinement^ 
: A loyal Parisian, told me, in the fidness of his 
heart, and in his wife's presence, that be had 
been rendered a happy man by; the King's 

return , — Madame was in the fiunily^ 

way^ and she had never been so before, thou^ 
they had been married eight years ! 

The French ladies dress very, expensivdy : 
•—•we have be«a accustomed to hear of. the 
Qpulence and extravagance of the English, from 
all the world J but really there appear no sigpis 
of poverty in Pari^ and with reference to the 
particular just mentioned, I think the Ei:^nch^ 
belles try the good nature and liberality of their 
husbands, even more than ours. Nor are the 
articles of their dress such as are procured at a 
comparatively small price in France, however 
dear they might be in England : a dashing jpefi/^ 
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maitresse of the French capital, is as anxious to 
enhance the value of what she wears, by a selec- 
tion of what is most difficult to be procured, as 
the lady of a London citizen, or British noble* 
man can be. 

In conclusion let me again bear testimony to 
the powerful effect whicli d frenchwoman's 
manners have: — -whatever estimate may be 
formed, on reflection, of the value of her gene>. 
ra][ ^aracter^ «he wfll ever be l^t 'by the 
01^01%^, when .presex^^^ J^ J^e a, creature of 

filspipaticNQ,..:..^. . r.; . ',••.• v',0.' j: .'r 

J^ (pjd Fyencb clergyipanr who:,1b;wi^ hf^. 
many j^^xs an ^m}gs9pt m JSnglaq^ feturne^ 
to ^fixkjiOa the restor^tioa of the ^|kmf ]b|QW 
|>^y aii^pit yisk , to o^q or twp ^j$bjii&i 
^9; mt^rtained the most. borjdbl^ luitkiiis pf the 
j9liice.;---the: men he sai4 we7» r^enk^-i^gm^ 
rsA^lfy&m the tij||e of the Fevpluti^ffi^r-^ they 
l)fi4-b^come devils -**^jesv^ thi^g was al|ered 
fi^/the worse,— * but at the eti^ -^ jevery seiir 
tence 0f sweeping ccmdeti^iationf api6'$xfi^ptioo 
was always made in these wor^s/. -r^^^'mai^ kss 
fimm^^-M^ ilfva mawr f^'ieUf§ ^^t p€i$ 
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T^HE diirei: of a cabriolet told' itit «tt4t 1^ 
^^ - horse'- was" a {hssuck : he' said, *' **^ tfesie 
Cossacks got a very bad name, — but, ftff tifiy 
parti Ithinttheyiwere of great' 'Stervic6 toPibis. 
5Tiey vroidd give us five fraiic^'to drive tihefm-to 
tlie Pahi^'Royali andin off-hour, I oftce liii^de 
thirty irancs by ttiemV Thfey^sold us thfeirhbr^i 
for a bdflitie' of brandy each,' — and, sacred-Diet^ 
ho^ fon* ih^ - were ♦ of ttrtod^r «/* And^l^ 
driver, whose horiie was iifel^ffive, and cbtft^tei 
JUS to alight after nearly oveilturmng us; ^W 
claiined/' ^acre' Cosiack /i— and assured y ;^tmit 
the vice of -the animal was to be traceii td^hls 
having -been" among these' irregularsi^'-'^h* 
postillion Mh^he road froiti'^Dleppr^ to ISxa^J^. 
with a similar exclamation of saere^Oo^^^^ 
against one of his horses, bestowed upon it a 
number of blows, seemingly for no other reason, 
but to revenge the cause of France. 

It would seem, from this, that the Cossacks 
have left as many horses behind them in France, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE COSSACKS. ^11 

as they have robbed from French i^divi4^fLls : 
and probably it may be the case, generally, that 
IJiey h^ye done as much service to some, b^ they 
have done harm to others in that cquhtiy. 
This, t^wever, jdoes not lessen the sofierings ;of 
jjjhose^ lirho received all the damagq and nane; of 
the r^compence.; But it sometimes, Jiappen^, 
that the same indiyidi^al was the olgect pf both. 
Thus, the brother of a French ge^itlf^man^.^v^tn 
wfaom.I;^ accBi9i^t^,Jia(}T% ii^c l^prse^^whiph 
|:jh^,3i^ner?,abqu^^ij8t^, w^en they mi^ they 
^wpuld;l^^ hiBfi >reta;in it, if he. woi^d giye th^m 
,rt^i;ty fi^ ^Q, .and^tijpy itook his 

hfff^e apd the moi)ey;1^^ ! ^ Fix>m anqther party, 
.^95S^yV» h^ ^fts?Wf"^fl^.b9Hg^ a mpsili:e?pellent 
h9^9 for twenty francs ! , ; ^ . _ , 

,^rhQ; shop-keepers; of the.Palai?, Iloyal, Jbaye 
maijy, pf them jpii^ fortunes by.the.Cfjstocks. 
T^ey ^eemed to^haye spent tl\^ir,.mo;jey much.in 
tbe$pirit;,and ailer th§ mfomerof ripnglishsailors. 
lliey.^would call fpr aJ>pttlaof leau de Cplogne, 
givjg.a'jfiYe,irapcpiec^,forit«.and pf6>ur,.the whole 
qyfc their ^ea8yhea4^: all the old fashlpned 
jew^l^, rfiiffn^tS; of.. silks,,, perfumery tl^at had 
been kept for ye^rs^. and damaged goods of eveiy 
description, were brox^ght oul^/or ;the Cossapk- 
market*; Their appetites . were^ too. shai]^ and 
.their taste too coarse^ to p^mit i^heni; jto stand 
on th? quality of their purchases, ^ ,,' ' 
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But this thoili^dessness^ which they ^nced 
in spending, and the quantity of monfey >rhich 
they did sipeftd, tell but too plainly ho^ tliey got 
their riches. They must hav* been the frtdt of 
rapine and plunder the most horrible to those 
who were their victims. Thus it h^-Ve^ the 
fate of Paris, which must be d^mied ftfe cJhfefiy 
guilty city olf Frattce, not ^y to be ispirred suf- 
fering, but even to derive benefit, ihsteitd of 
punishmetit, from the evemis df the ^. The 
man wh6 shewed me the abbey of St; 64ihbaHi, 
spoke of their atrocities with a shudder ; * and ^ 
Russian officer, witti whbm i travelkd ,fp^ 
Newhaven to Rouen, admitted that they ittQ^ 
have comnutted great deViiJAiMions. The ttaHUre 
of the service in which alone, they are ilseSful, 
makes it impossiUe t^at they should be con* 
trouledand superinteiided «o as td re^i:aift%fre 
hatural greedkiess and^vkgeness of barbarians* 
— They were sent out alone, tn- only "uiith a 
companidH^, to prowl abbuti the denintry, a'nd it is 
ill this sort of eti^loyment that their (^ifeknete 
and sagacity, and natural "poiterSf as disthicft 
from acquirements, — (which in fiiet acqirire- 
ments lessen) — are of great use, and -are sig- 
nally manifested. Here too they sh6W much 
courage, wWch they do not in regular i^hft- 
ing. On this scouring service a single Cos- 
sack will charge several enemies^ and by his 
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dexterity at least succeed in gating ^w^y f^om 
them. 

They are very superstitious : — they will not 
rob the dead>— but for those who yet breathe 
they hav^ no compunction j *— so they ride over 
the field of battle and drop their pik;e on the 
bodies strewed about. If any motion takes 
place, they strip the body instantly, -^ if tb? 
poor wretch's nerves reply not to the pointed 
weapon they pass on. 

Platoff I was told, by the same authority, is ife 
man of no talent He had an officer fittached 
to his staff who directed every military move- 
ment, — but the order must go through Plato||^ 
for the fidelity of the Cossacks depended upon that 
feeling by which they regarded hiip as a patri* 
ai^ch. He is a man of uninfonped mind;^ a)id 
wnple manners — but of a good disposition. 
The eagerness of the English crowds alarmed 
him somewhat, but England has made a strong 
impression on his mind. 

It is not to be forgotten that the French called 
all the light troops of the AUies Cossacks, so 
that much mischief doubtless was laid to their 
charge of which they were innocent. 

The feelings and conduct of these barbarians, 
transplanted ftom the deepest recesses <^ Russia, 
and parading over Europe as victors, — hearing 
their name every where pronounced with fear, 
and sometimes with admiration — and at lengthy 

^3 
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thrown, with their pockets full, among tiie lux- 
uries and elegancies, and shews and vices of 
Paris — amongst spectacles atid enjoyments so 
different from all with ^hich they were familiar — 
so novel,, so tempting,. — afford themes for touch- 
ing xettection. . Qne may follow them in ima- 
gination through Paris, and fancy the scenes 
that took place : take them to the museums—- 
the monuments of art, &c. — contrast their ig- 
norant wonderment, with the ignorant vanity of 
the French common people : — then follow them 
Home to their wild villages — see them about 
to re-enter oh scenes and occupations so very 
contrasted to those wjiich they had lately^ left : 
— their wives and children meeting tliem after 
their long absence ! — But how many were left 
behind,- — and those who returned how altered ! 
May centuries revolve, -before such another 
turmng-out of the innermost depths of the wil- 
derness takes place, in consequence of the terrors 
and depredations of an ambitious tyrant. 



A lady observed to me that she never had the 
least fear that the Allies would bum Paris. It 
was a large and noble city, not aUttkplace like 

Moscow/ 
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The Parisi£»is .]!Bflect much on liie pusiUantM 
misy of the Etiipress Louisa. Th^ &lt them^ 
selves safe when she remained/*— but when she 
left them they gave : themselves up for, lost. 
They justly ask what she had to fear? If she 
had sb^tm herself on the approach of the Allies^ 
she might probably have saved the government 
for terself or to her child. She was not at all 
liked in the French i^apital;, and the manner 
in which she received Buonaparte's proposal of 
marriage, certainly makes against her heart. 
" And why not?** said she, abruptly, to Prince 
Metternich, who, after much circumlocution, 
had jiM dropped out what he deemed the horn* 
ble import of his commission. Her haughtiness 
to tiiose about her formed a great contrast to 
Josephine's behaviour, who was a£&.bility knd 
goodness themselves. Buonaparte, fedting his 
own origin^ and jealous of every thing connected 
witli dignity, was, on the whole, pleased ^th 
the haughtiness of Maria Louisa, -^ but he some- 
times found it necessary to check its display. 
« If you are so severe to your attendants as you 
propose to be," (said he one day) " whom shall 
we keep around us ?" The Empress is described 
as hot pretty — but she had 9. fine full person 
when she came to Paris, which she lost after 
her very severe lying-in. Our newspapers, it 
may be recollected, spoke in a very confident 
tone, of the tortures of mind which she felt in. 
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coBseqnence .of the manriage—* but thef re* 
lieved her from the torturen of chfld-lteanog. 
She su&rkl that which they relieved lier frarn, 
^bad did not suStt what they kflicted. 

Josepthme is never ^oken of but with ex* 
presstons of regtei and love* She got faev death 
by goxng^ out, omtrary ta advice and eiq[K>fitii<* 
lation, when an eruption was on her body, to 
conduct the King of Prussia romnd hec house 
and grounds, the arrangement and fttrnisdiing 
of which reflected the highest honour on her 
taste. Her physician said, at oosce, wfa^n he 
saw her after her imprudence, that she was a 
lost woman. Buonaparte always: treistted iher 
with great respect after the divorce t he never 
came back from Ins wars without payii^ her a 
yjsiU and he always bid her farewell belbre he 
set out. He used to gra^ her arm &aaxSisAy^ 
and say, << Come along and shew me yomr pic- 
tures,:'* which request he knew would please 
her. When Maria Louisa heard of tiiese calls,' 
she m*nifested great anger : and jealousy. 

Josephine had suffered much from Buona- 
parte's ill temper, kindled in cpnse^ence ai 
her remonstrances against his violent measures. 
At last the courage of goodnessy which she long 
maintained» gave way, and ^e became afraid 
to speak to him^ The murder of the Duke 
d'Eiighien grieved her to the soul, but the do- 
me&tic and political tytaxit had in his face, at 



Digitized by 



Google 



AmcntntK SI7 

this awfiil period what prevented the mediator 
.from irnddiig any attempt to save the victim* 

Tahna, the actor, iras a great favorite with 
Buonaparte, and was often called to read pieces 
to the Imperiid court, before they were performed 
at the theatre. A short time before the divorcei 
he Selected a piece, translated from the Z^igltsI^ 
in which the separation of a marrield couple 
formed the principal incident None of the 
courtiers then knew what was brewing. The 
Empress Josephine was observed to weep very 
much, and Buonaparte, after listening for a 
while impatiently, rose and shut the door which 
opened to the outer room in which the company 
sat, who were thus, to their grrat surpriae, 
prevented from hearing. The whole piece how* 
ever was read, and wh^i it was finished, the 
Emporctf forbade its publiis perfbrmance. 

It is afiecting to hear the Parisians dating all 
Buonaparte^s misfortunes from the day of his 
divorce, ~-and it happens, to support theirnotion, 
that the allies entered Paris on the anniversary 
of his second marriage, four years after its cele- 
bration. 

Buonaparte seldom or never shewed gaiety ; 
only one gentleman, an artist, was accustomed 
to make hin^ laugh. To him he shewed the 
King of Rome, and, with a fatherly exultation, 
exposed the child's limbs, which were stout and 
well shaped* On this occasion he gave his son 
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some Strong cofibis, and when the nurse expostU" 
lated, sa}dng it would keep the infant from sie^^ 
~^he replied, <* well: what pf that? Iam<^ften 
keptjrdm sleep !'* 

Whenever he met with iU £»tune in his enter- 
{MTises, the English residents in Paris were pretty 
sure (^ an order to^it, which b}r a little ma- 
nagement, they generally contrived to evade, 
hut which the Emperor's petulance always caused 
him' to. issue. Those employed to execute it, 
seeQied to regard it as a mere ebullition of ill 
humour, and did not do their duty very strictly. 
Could this be a great man ? 

On the day when the allies were fighting be- 
hind Montmartre, agents of the police were 
placed iii every corni^, to affinh that the King 
of Prussia was taken prisoner, that the allies had 
capitulated^ and other. falsehoods of a similar 
nature. 

The greatest praise is given by all parties to 
the conduct of the aJUes. Their behaviour is 
allowed to have been admirable when, they were 
in possession of the capital. 

Talleyrand had long before this event been 
an object of Buonaparte's hatred and suspicion : 
this the former well knew, aiid conducted him- 
self in. his delicate situation with the policy, and 
.dexterity for which he is famous. He knew that 
his house was full of spies ;^ he knew that he had 
not a servant on whose fidelity he could rely: 
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-—the police were most probably in eorrespofi- 
dence with every human being whom he em- 
ployed^ = — yet under thiese circumstances, so 
horrible to think of, .he i^hewed no signs ;of em* 
barrassment or uneasiness. When the Emperor's 
victories were announced in the public journals, 
Talleyrand took care to express his pleasure at 
the news, whein thegreatl^st number of domestics 
were present during the dinner. But his self- 
command was chiefly 'she\ini on the trjring occa- 
sion of the ostentatious insult oiTered him by 
Buon.p^e.^W,U,authavi„g:^vedany„o. 
ticeof his dismission, he found his place, as ^ 
great state officer, near the person of the JSmpe^ 
ror, occupied by another, who out&ced him as 
he entered a crowded levee-room to officiate in 
his usual duty. The whole of the assembly 
preserved a strict silence, — and the general eye 
was fixed on Talleyrand. He did not change a 
feature, — not a shade of colour deepened in his 
face. He took his place in the circle with an 
easy cheerfulness, and paid his respects to his 
sovereign with much grace and readiness. 

Talleyrand's expostulations on the subject of 
Spain certainly caused his disgrace. After tbe 
quarrel Buonaparte took every opportunity of 
expressing his hatred of his disagreeable adiiser. 
He seemed to suspect and fear that so much of- 
fended ability would one day or other work him 
mischief. On a particular occasion, in presence 
6 
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of his marshals anil mipisters^ he flew into a 
vkient passion with TaUeyraii4 whp had been 
repeating hb iremiwstrances* He used the word 
traitor; TaUeyraUd smUed^ bowed, and turned 
pale. Hi went on in a strain of abuse till he 
was breathless, and then rushed out of the room 
into his closet; but he instantly returned, and in 
a lower and calmer tone, which> however, indi^- 
cated deep agitation, he said, — "I have re- 
turned, because I omitted to mention that I have 
been much indebted to you. Prince of Benevento. 
To you, probably, more than to liny other now 
present. I wished to declare this: — the rest 
remains as I have said !" With these words the 
Emperor again hastily left the staring assembly* 
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CHAPTER XtV. 



THE Fcieitich are certaini^ a di^[iaticit)ied|^. 
Th^: waht iKithixig &lse op nibn^dow as 
iifiurenienl^, tagive attr^KSbidm te>thecr thitetresw 
/Hhe play is^ aiivs^d mifficieiitct& £ft tlieir hooses» 
and tainteitet itesaudieiN^^ ^and iblittt widioat 
any sacnfiee of "prii^ety'to stajge ^thctiw^Koy 
iiisult tp la^th aid ^'Uio i&cling by di0 fak^ 
hoods of manages^ ipuffittg. laie simple t^ 
iqpectable fook of a. Ff^encb play4)iil^ which nctm^ 
"tains a mere announcement of the ^titeitsunh 
ments and of the performers' names, is periiaps 
^e only thii^ in Paris calculated to make an 
JEngUsbman blus^ for the opposite practice of 
Ms coiwtiy* It is a mortifying contrast to the 
iii^deiift ;^psackeries aa4 lying pretensions^ 
which, in att the v^eties of a large and small 
letter, are bla^^ned oh the h^d-bills of our two 
iMttional theatres, ' 

The French theatfe^ as it is by distinction 
called, is sacredly devoted to the highest dass of 
the drama : tlss profanation of beasts and pan- 
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tomimes, is not permitted to insult the classical 
presence of their best writers, and even the 
graces of singing are thought inconsistent with 
the dignity of this temple dedicated to the legi- 
timate drama. 

It surprises an Englishman to see this volatile 
people listening in profopQd lil^nce, and appa- 
rfently, without an exertion of patience, to long 
dull speeches, kept up between two performers, 
with^^e regular ;altenmtion of a debate in Bar- 
Ijameot^ iaad totally uijrelieved by pi^^otas, 
by conges of . aoeiiery, or f^ren %. . briUiant 
dressesi. : The actODSi and: acls^es dres&^wi^ia 
strkt regaled to aqeui^iey: ; the. most, industrious 
investigaktians 'are r made, wiih the asatstaJiSK^eifrf* 
th^leadaed imemhea^s/of the Institiitd, ^into the 
babilsi.ahd inanners of the jpmod; and people 
conceorhed iii the play, r- and on this basis, of 
truth ksxlecorations are got up and ite arrange- 
ments made. But not b, thought is wiasted <m 
what isfso essential to. the popularity of ia repre- 
sentation in England^— glitter, 4nd shew, jmd 
pomp; If they arise from a re^d to. facts and 
proprieties, well and ffH>d ;.— - if* not, ' the audiE- 
ence do . not resent their. ; omission.; The hard- 
ware brilliancy of Mr. KemhLe's helmet md 
shield in Coriolanus, would excitfi the laughter 
and hooting of the judid^ua critif^s fof.l'^s^ .: 
. . There are {seldom :m0re;tba«^.]l^c| ptsf^SMHlSf 
on thi^^Frendi stage at one ttn^ ; -«- wy i^oodon* 
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know tb»t the unifies c^; time and pb^ei aire 
^triciHy obseirved ; -^ and the scf^iery, ^tbo^gh 
classically designed^ and admirably adjusted^ hug 
btit (. little: i variety or brillian^ di .^.ppewiXite. 
(Of course the opera lis excepted Irofa this t^ 
mark)* — The necessity of some of j thoje -s^w; 
rittes of decorum may )b0j4istiufied,. but ^t /^jdll 
not be denied tiotatlJ^y fiuoAy Uy the dt^rlil^siiesa 
of tiie dramatic ta^ cif ^e ; people; nn/l the 
resulbfdtivesit to be ye*y superior tOt^^at of jl^e 
Ei^iiah at^preseati debautdiad as ^ latter has 
bee»vb5r;grieedy.and ignorant. theatjd^ ifMOUigiQ- 
meni/ ^otected initHai(foUy»Qd rapacityf by^an 
abused and unjust monopoiy^ '!: / 

' Ev^ r itti : their : rminor theatres^ ; ^her^rism^ll 
operas and in€^k>4raatas ar^ perfbnwd, th^ b\\^^ 
aess pf the ^tage. , is ^ conducted with < a \ pjrakie* 
woirthy discrejl^on, (^ndxQ^iident r^nce on the 
true dramatic feeling of the audience. Thare 
is no hal£'price at any of these places of amuse- 
ment: there are no accommodations for prpsti- 
tati<Hi J^ out by the Q)anl^era;^ they do not 
share the ptofes»ion and profits of those .who 
keep the brothels of the Palais Royal : — their 
business is the drama, and to its performance 
they confine themselves. : Thus th^r houses are 
not iwget than suffici§nt to wpply thie. legiti- 
mate demand of theupji)ib)iP)ibc this species of 
amusmioit } th0y fill .]]0|pul^y rwith the • com- 
m^ncemient (^ the 0ntertaii9ii€|ite,. and they pel:^- 
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ttM mdk p^tm who pBf» for Im aklimsicaii ^to 
derive the fet^oifeed enjoymmtiii heatrng^aMi 
iaduig. ••. -.;... ^ . 

. 11i0:generd«^«f Flinch acti% in corned!^ 
t^ esedkntv^ -^ id tngedy-^it * is^ l»ad^ i uin the 
hytterit pa^rtakes of the-fttdt ^of tlieu- s(^^ 
pdeitry, which Ms into the miii;take &£ bonskfer* 
{ttgmitufe,tn its eomtaoa sbifie^^uad^aiii^aiiifitfef 
lofty cdelMiition, and iker^dom wbjoeb^ it ^ torn 
diflliiig 'and dressmg vrfaich lea^veit without a^ 
sence, w^tiiotM; rasemblonoes to/afiect» or srtirei^^ 
tb^9v<^^powtfi» It w«s pretly «c€in:atdyi(^erve4 
to me hy^one^my0wnconnti7men> whoitt I ^kcciJ 
dentally sat next to one^venng, in tiate Brenoh 
theatre, that the fiaglish commit a similar iault in 
their <^oaieiy y^^^H must be admitted that ^t^ 
genial practice at present ' on our stag% is to 
ovei^act as well as too¥ep>creat&parts of hiinieur 
iind levity^ 

Taima^ it is well known, i», thereat tfagte 
peiformer of the French stage, and it has^tto 
other that is even tderable. I had4)e^a tai^it 
to expect from Idm anarti&siid violet msaaxasx:, 
•-^ a recitative tone of speakii^, — aoid ^ %Q^ 
by no means elegant or striking. I ^fbund this 
description correct in itft particulars ; --^but»^a8 
very ^ften iiappens, the Amf enm^Uiiff ims ^em- 
tremely ijaflmmt &om that which the accwale 
account I had received Caused me to anl2oq«tta 
Upon the wiiole, he appei^ed to me a much 
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better actor than I expected, bat the praise due 
to hii powers must not be permitted to throw out 
a sanction or apology for the badness of his 
taste, in adopting that most atrocious style of 
performing in tragedy and the serious drama, 
which has now established itself on the Parisian 
stage. 

Tahna is the leader of tiiat style ; his eminent 
example has diffiised it through $il the theatres, 
large and small; we have its tawdriness and 
bombast, at seccmd haiid, ir^n aU the under- 
lings that appear in the melo-dramas at the Gaite 
and at Franconi's, — andiiorrible is the eflect of 
thzt which is bad in itself^; and which not even 
a master can recommend to the taste that is 
guided by pure and true feeling, — when it is 
thus given as copies by dunces. The style of 
acting in question, classes itself wiiii such an 
accomplishment as dancing. It i^ as wide of 
nature, and as independent of n«ture as a test, 
as this last mentioned exertion oz art ; — it would 
therefore be doing it an injustice to try its ex- 
cellence, as a piece of execution, by a reference 
to the expressions of nature. The artist adopts 
another standard, *-*- he purposely contrives com- 
binations that are not to be found in simple 
nature, and which forward none of its purposes. 

Talma's principal power is shewn in the re- 
j^esentation of the ten^e: his features, his 
vjfliee, his igm^e^ and }4i conceptions, unite t# 
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assist'knn in lira vtapect.- /I Awiimf nmae^ 
(Xdier parts^ vK^CEd^e, and ins. acting. m the 
s^xsne where tiiBhdrrJhk troths of ins situation^ 
after »afll*ightiHg the irretched pEince by indistiiict 
shadbws of ttisery and guik, buitst upim hi& 
l^amdedgiB as) intolerable realities, was tbeiinoefc 
awful exhibiticm I ever witne^ed in public. We 
certainly bdve not aa^actor on the English stage 
that could have produced so prodigious an effects 
Kean's burster rconie the nearest to it, .but they 
mfcive morel oft iiriiat seems peculiar to acting,, 
and thus the i^ectatdr is relieved a little from 
the oTOi^Hiwmng sense o£ cUstreas : on the oibfor 
hand, the indications of Talma's horror and 
agony, weredsak, quiet, and simple, ^-^iUumi* 
nated only by an occasional gla^re of ferocity, 
\daich evidently, belonged more to the man than 
to:the part,, and thus threw int» the represent*! 
aUon an assurance of reality, which it would 
otherwise ha^?!e wanted. — On occasions like 
lihis, Taima drops entirely his false and strained 
manner, and then he appears the greatest actor, 
of the present day. He has generally a toiiih 
o:&vnlgarity in his acting, wliioh often adds tot 
its strength, a2id is much better than its artificial*^: 
ness.- 

There is no other tragic performer belonging, , 
to the Parisian stage that merits notice* 1^ 
mm ^xmti the woman all whine. The^e »^ 
curious peculiarity belonging to ^m i namelf«^ 
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that th^ir E^oBGt*rates.iimtate, evien to la^icryy 
those wha are^ esteleilied at the top fof ,tfamr pMw 
fession. Thus Maddmoisdia Raucour^s affected 
tone of pathetic jsaavity'*', made alU'the Women 
whimper tfaemselv^ into a mouHi&l dtnile, Juttd 
Mtinsieor Saint Pris, haidog tuned his tmsal 
bilust^ exactly to 1^ pitch and kngtihi of Tidf> 
ma's, gave the note to the numerous tribe ben^stth 
him. . /. 

^ The reputation of r^ular French -comedy is 
well supported at its pn^r theatre hyMoBsfeur 
flieuiy and Mademoiselle Mars* They afire per-i 
iormersof that sdiool, now called the old one in: 
England, which was impressivej from th^- force 
of . truths and > not irom the violence ^ of cart* 
cature4:- ./..•• ... 

The. French opera is chiefly distinguished in 
the eyes of an Enghsh visitor, by the {^ienddur 
of the^ scenery of its ballets. The: singers are 
not first rate, as every one has beard, and we 
seem io^have secured the best French dancers in 
London. : 

Tiiaei comic opera is a ddight^^ jd^ce of 
anmsent^Qt. it Cannot bcmst of such fiiBt rate 
siiigers as Miss Stephens, or Mn Brafaalziip 
but the performers are almost all capital 

u\ , iif i ,.;■', n •,, ; • • : ,•,.-■1 :." 

^"*fhis abtress aied lately, and her interment caused the 
dirturb^ee aft thetHMrch df Saint Hoque, of VWchwfehav* 
b€iMliildiinthGrii9ii«tpapefi« : -^ ^^ 

Q a 
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jaotQi^ and singers above mediocrity. This 
unipn.of powers and genieral excellence,,. con- 
duce more to the pleasing effect of a dramatic 
xepf ^stntatipn^; thiMi one or two instances of the 
highest merit, left unsupported by any thing 

^Jike talent, and exposing to our dii^ust the 
wretchedness with which they are linked. In 
their comic dramas, at all their theatres, the 
I'rench are treated with a full muster of goqd 
performers ; — there is very little halting behind, 
r-each one acts up to the acting of his neigh- 
bour, and to the vivacity of nature. B^t the 
national manners of the people in question, fit 
them all to be good comedians. 

The theatres Variete and Vaudeville, possess 
three excellent actors, as mimics, drolls^ and 
punsters, — namely, Brunet, Poitier, and Joly. 
They draw crowded houses every night, and 

. the Parisians talk in raptures of their per- 
formances. The favorite exertion of their 
powers of ridiculing while I was at Paris, was 
the taking off of the English ; and this they 
managed dexterously, and without any unneces- 
sary display of ill-nature. Collections of the 
jokes of these Gentlemen are published under 
their respective names, and they are under- 
stood to have free licence to introduce what- 
ever may occur to them at the moment. Brunet 
has sometimes incurred the displeasure of Bu'ona- 
parte^s government by puns that had too mudi 
of political point. ^ 
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From a collection entitled " Poitieriana,^'' I 
shall extract a small speciirien of the comm6« 
dity : — 

"Un homme se trouvant k St. Cloud, disait, 
— Mafoi, j'ai vue tons les villages des environs 
de Paris, maisje ne trouve rien au monde tf if- 
tachant c(mime St Cloud (cinq clotis). 

" Jocrisse dit que les lettres que Ton prononce 
beaucoup en ete sont celles, L. H. O. (eUe' a 
chaud). 

"On lisait une jour, a une dame la tragedie 
de Bajazet ; le lecteur, apres avoir nomme les 
persbnnages, dit : la scene est a Constantinople. 
Bah ! interrompit la dame, je.rie croyais pas que 
la Seine allat si loin. 

Un Fran9ais disait a un Anglais, que si chez 
lui on avait trouve le secret dialler sur I'eau, 
chez nous Ton avait trouve celui d'aUer d^ns Pair. 
Oui, repondit-il, nous sommes proforids^ et vou8 
6tes kgers.'^ 
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CHAPTER XV. 



THE following remarlcs on the «chods :^ttid 
literaty estafaiisihinents of Paris, are from 
the pen of afrietid. 

^* The state of education in France has been 
lately examined in many publications. I foupd 
some of those referring solely to the univarsity tj^f 
Pa^is, objecting to its lectures, arid to its want 
0f any exaihinations of the students. Many 
celebrated men still continue to adorn this in- 
fctitution, *— Th6 military and polytechnic schools 
are large and magnificent establisHtnents ; the 
former intended for the education of young 
men of good families in the art of war; the 
latter a seminary in which three hundred young 
men, selected after a rigorous examination from 
the inferior schools, receive an exteniave edu- 
cation, in the sciences only, for the space of 
three years. The learned languages are chiefly 
taught in the university itself^ in the cdlege of 
France, and in the Prytanee^ which is divided 
into the four colleges of -Paris, St. Cyr, St Ger- 
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main, and Complete. — It was undoubtedly, 
the aim of Buonaparte to degrade literatU^e-^^ /> 
and^ure'a superior placie.to the sciences>- Hpw «*»«— -^ 
happy bught France. to feel, thfit this a^tf^kis '" '"^ 
no inorfe I ! That history, legislation, poetry anii , 
critieisnii'imiEiy be again allowed to flburi$h>. ^q^ 
ffoin the mutilatk>a of their, prodvctions^l ; It 
wasintfaem.tliat. Buonaparte saw :a|id ii^lt> t^e 
enemies of his power !and bis d^spotiiam. tJe'hjad 
a deluded rdbigion and .a slavish ./priesthood f^ 
his bomii^nd; but he seemf tOiJiarVe dre^ftd 
th6 V4>ice of History, and to have, shrunk from 
the thoughts '.of posterity;. He seems to have 
intended ultimately, :to limit the education t)f 
yodirh to the mathemntioal and,phy^4l,sciences 
evdy^ aware that in their, studies nothing would 
occur to inculcate sentuaaents of horror at the 
despotism with which he hadenchaiuied France; 
white in the perusal of a Greek or Suoman 
yst(maii, in turning over the p^es. of Xenophon 
<Mr Tacitus, some thoughts might be elicited by 
the dtdlest students, and some conclusions drawUt 
not exactiy in Imnnony with the pians of their 
Imperial mast^. 

.*< It is hence that at present in £raiice> the 

litenury insibitutioiis do. not rival their former 

finae, and if any pKx>& were wanting, I might 

pefinr to the late volttmes of tJbie literary daas of 

'tke Institute. \i ; i. . 

<i 4 
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i **iThc e9tabltfibm0]its for .^Q$iiwm .*ll^^ 
^kmcm aite upon the most im^ificeirttiif:^. 
"^ polytechnic achool is furiiiah^4 with a )^(r^ 
lilHtary, draidng lebool* sind ineclMmica) w«3fi^ 
^ops» The aehool df mines is .pi^ded ^th a 
iptendidcolltt^Qn <^minei^r which fill a«m«te^ 
of five apartments, and with deaigas imd n^jo^^r 
oj^tb^most celebrated mioes^iandthe iiuu;hinery 
used; in them. At the mint, JUe Sage hcf^sam 
on jtfitieralegyi assisted hy an eattensive-jcafaAuet. 
i^^mimtB^ mdmiiny articles of fdulosephiei^l. 
aDd ch^fnidtl Appaiatus* J^t the Js«diii'df)9, 
HanlesniQe pro&ssQrs give leipturw op ^^iFatw^l 
Hi3|pry and Chemistry, surrouQ((jl«d by.^iPfiiry.i 
thing whidi caa enable them tq eictend their 
rc^ardie^ in thei^ sciences. To all th^se ini« 
stltutions) chemical laboratories are attachod^ 

tf^ ^p elegmt building .in the Rue de la. 
Bqiicheriei^ coUeots the pr^essors and students 
of Medici]^». Surgery, and Anatomy* -r< Xb^ 
stu4«nts ,. harve ^ the < privilege of- atteoding tibe 
H|)tel Pieu, and th^. ^er. hospitab. The 
literary of the £cde de Medecine is;Considera}d$j 
the amphitheatre, which holds «a thousand sttt*^ . 
de^ot^^ «jma^ific^it}:itnd4^ec<;dybGtit»M(^ . 

c4 instnutt«»t!^ iatheinventi(m.andJnaiiu£ia(i»^ 
of^ehthp^reosidikbiiveiedtfaeiM^ ; 

splelKcltd^ ^iW6»t0r pisofessimi gimi ^ikc^mttkr .m o 
th^ jchooift-aad a 4flaig»er^of jmprbii^)^!]^ «ti4^3[ 
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^Kfe instrilctfom* Are given in chomistaryi 
hemmy ^Tid^fm.efi then m ii^botaiilc g^irim^ 

'^^ Tht^se ^^t^blii^biijltdtltt, tet 'it b« r^tfki4t^; 

lutlto^sitice tb^t time fbey titi« b0«i> undMtbfu' 
edty iniprdved %^ tiew ofgat^8(ti€«», And b^tii^' 
imjmlse wMch has been giViBiiK^ thd physieid 
sdencei^ m general, llid liah^ies^ard^^U'pald 
by the govemiii^nt, and thfey atfe* very tnoderifftii • 
^* The school^6f roads atid^bri^es in the Rtt* ^ 
de Grenelle, Fai^xbourg S6.0ermaili, isf td be • 
considered as an histitutionfor the educatioil*of 
cml engineers ; Jt recdivestWrty-fi^x pupite, to 
each of whoiiK the government dtewff thirty-flver ■ 
pounds annually;' It ha^ a fine cdliection' of 
models. TWMty pupils are adnutti&d to stbA^ 
at the scho(^l of geography. There aire iilsc^ 
sdiodd of paintings' of architecture, dvfl and 
naval) and of the veteflnftry art- llietfe "ttre 
JBev^ul otheor esliabHiihments #bich are df fatM^' 
impoitance; fdr the Frendi sometimes Uk€ d 
littte'- Hberty ' by beMowmg spleii^^ ^ tipp^Uation6 
on iiMng insttotions : ^^ tinis I^ found that^ Aid'l 
Ecole de i';AMfaiteottire ruMtei im0 mb^e^ t«f 
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empty rohiow cottage, about half^^irajB between 
the Barriere St AntAine^ asd tbi& Qutle of Viur 
cennfes. ♦ • • . " • 

^* The edtieatioti in the provinces is oom-r 
mitted to the care of the teachers in ik^iSi^su^ 
etsrtaUi^ed by goverAmenti' of \vbieh nkwlctt^ 
the principal cities, as Lyonft*and 'jftouen,; *m 
flimii^hed with museums oC |iain^ng$^ and 
botanic gardens* -^^^!iiiiUer schooUie^h^i^fHiU^ 
or private, are to be foUnd in ev^ty cpnaiderabid 
village. Many of the; kwar orders of . the r^^ulw 
cletgy, give up a large part of their time tq/th^ 
education of the poorer children, hi readings, 
writing, and religion, particularly in Padi^^^f 
FixHn ail thes^ the mass of inforn^tion com- 
municated ia undoiibte(tiy gi^at. J, 

*« In Paris^ there wre many boarding4tfdiii«i 
establishments, on the plan of those iniSliigliKod^ 
and adapted for both sexes; they < are chikAj 
situated in the open situations beyond theiB^Ute 
levard. Translations of the dassiosi a fatsirab 
of literature little attended to in £i^aniJt ate 
within the reaqh <xf all who canned aapistata 
road tjbem in the original languages; aad :in 
another department, that of elemontaiy iaciiocfl 
books and ff^stems of science, the Frrocb.ani^ 
peculiarly h^ppj^-^nrnay of thek treatisea^iil 
mftthematics, chemistry, and Ratufid)phikinai|^h^ 
being the produoticHis of metk wldbBtaftDd* aa 



Digitized by 



Google 



inveirtws and improwrs in the^ebran^s];^!^. Tine; 
d«kpdtic' power of- the goveramenb has prabfUy , 
given rise to someqgood books in these )Sci^Q<;i^s.^ 
Tfauir^ Haiiy^i. til® celeb^tod ci:y6il{9Jllog]tsipher, 
ww:ofa%ed to &ttsk his sj^sfe^n j^ Natural Sh^ 
loeophy within six months after ^eceivi^g t^fi 
Older to undeortakerit^ ttor could ithe ySUtte pf| 
bis healtioi be accepted as an leKCuie foriApt.per** 
foiTiiki^ the ta«k withm the Hniited tkm^ w , 

« In Paris, before the revolution, th^f: .wa3 
only cme circulttting library, ( a^d it :^as of no 
great extent ; now they are. so abundant) that 
eierery street appears to contain several, — j^q 
sign^ being mare conuiion thim that of abmWn 
mmt a tot?/Mr^--~i The royal pjrinting-office, m^ 
that of Didot in the Rue de laHarpe, ar<e large 
establishments well worthy Qf the att^ntipnof 
strangers; and the quantity q£ books pointed 
m Paris, ytearly, thougi^ far less than in Londoi^ 
appears^ to^be ^greater than the comparative magt 
nitude of that city would require, if we did not 
consider tha^ Paris ha» to supply a lairger^por 
pulatiorn throughout France, and thatitbe^prof 
ductiems of her priess, from the diffusion of tbf 
fireneh 'tongue, find a ready aatrinntost^o)^ tli^ 
ki^ef ctties of £airope. -*^ The prices . o£ ue^ 
feooka in Paaris^ iare wsasAy wh«ti,they:were in 
JUmditfilt^tbont^a eentmy ^go ; •^ octai^ vohiip^ 
m^e ptiMMied afe^irom two imdva^he^*, to fo^ 
francs, and if, on scientific subjects, and accom- 
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panied with plates^ at five or six :*— qnarto w- 
lumeS) at about nine or ten ; -~but the splendui 
editions of Didot, and the expensive works qa 
natural histoiy, are, from the limited den^and, 
^as dear as similarly ocecuted wprks in th^Britisb 
metropolis* . 

" The number of newspapers printed in Fai^s 
is as great as ever. The Journal des Dehats 
. requires six presses^ and others, as the Moniteury 
have more« 

" The public libraries of Paris are large estar^ 
blishments, and the easiness of access to them, 
must excite, or keep up, a taste for reading in 
' many minds. The peers, the deputies, the in- 
stitute, the Prytaneum, the Athenaeum of t^e 
Rue de Richelieu, has each its library, They 
are generally large, and often magnificent. 
Libraries are also attached to all the schools^ 
and to the hotels of the ministers of state ; — the 
<nity library, and that of the Jardin.des Flant^ 
consist chiefly of works on natoral history. 

" But by^ far the largest collection, w^ 
indeed, in numerical estimate, as well as in t|ie 
riches of the individual parts, the first in the 
world, is the National or Royal Library. Here 
any one inay take his seat at tables. ^fovid^ 
with the necessary accoihmodatiops, and ask 
] i^e attendants for my book whidi is jpo^u^^ 
b/ the establishment. From ten vplunte^ jm)1- 
tected by King John in th^ fourteehib cddutfy* 
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it IS now supposed to. contam dir^ Hundred 
, thousand at least, besides a treakire of eighty 
thousand manuscripts, genealogies of all tide 
French families, and cabinets oiF engravings, 
medals, and antiquities. ' 

" " The books fill a suit of rooms, which extend 
around a court of five hundred feet in length j 
by this arrangement they are deprived of the 
grand look of continuous perspective. The 
lower shelves only are protected by doors arid 
wired frames. The room of the Editiones prtiu 
cipeSf contains every thing to gratify the taste 
of the bibliographer ; — vellum copies, large mar- 
gins, and illustrated unique volumes;— but it 
is not pleasant to think of the system by which 
it has been thus enriched., It was not enough, 
that Buonaparte should conquer at Austerlitz 
and Jena; Denon was ordered to follow in the 
rear of the carnage, to select and pack up the 
small gems, and rare copies of the cabinets of 
' Berlin and Schoenbrunn. Perhaps the robbery 
, appears with greater infamy in this instance, 
than in transferring to Paris the Apollo or the 
Laocooii, because the prizes attained are of a 
mqre trifling k^d. 
!^ . « TTie letters of Henry the Fourth and the fair 
,tja](pri(^le; are seen in the roomk of the manu- 
' scnj^^^ lujtlie cabinet of tike antiquities, the 

, collecnons made by C&ylus, are still among l^e 

4.::: •.Vrrdov uv •■•;./.* »' •' * ■ ^ .^ . 
jprommeypit objects : r«- the senes of JE^ptuui 
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idiol^, : m^ar infeiwi; . to. tb^ of the British Mu* 
seum» and I should judge, as fax as , my recol- 
lection : extend^*- that the Greek and Rpni^n 
broniyesyrere. inferior to those in the possession 
of Mr. R. P. knight, of London. 

<* The manuscripts found- by Denon in the 
mummies of the tombs of Thebes, are still dis- 
played and unexplained, t-r An Ibis, disentangled 
from its case, has its feathers fresh and perfect y 
nor is the identity pf this bird (so revered in 
antient Egypt) with th^e Tantalus Ibis pf lin- 
naeus, and the Abou Hannes of Bruce, any 
longer doubtful. Among other remarkable ob- 
jects in this apartment, I had an opportunity of 
viewing foar the first time, the celebrated tablet 
of Isis, encrusted with silver, on which long 
series of Egyptian figures are represented t — r 
the two round, silver shields, commonly deno- 
minajtcd those of Scipio and Hannibal: — ^tbe 
br^s chair of King Dagobert : — and the Heart 
of Aane of Brittany, enclosed in a vase of gold 
filligreework. The Saaro cattino of Genoa, is 
thrown carelessly into the bottom of a case, 
though it was once regarded with reverence as 
the dish of emerald which . held the Faschal 
lamb, at the last supper of our Saviour. The 
French s^avans, o^ecting every thing rare island 
curipus, brought this also from Genoa, wl^ere, 
for several centuries, it had been ranked among 
the , greatest treasures x^f- the 'republic* It was 
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sent to the chemists for exaiftitiistHdni and tifie^ 
first scratch with a pin, shewed it to be a vtery 
good bit of green glass.-*- Its colour is durk, and 
it appears to have been cut and poJished with 
great care. - ' 

" The remains found in the tomb of Ghilderic, 
were chiefly gold bees, from which Buonaparte 
took the hint of covering "his mantle, and many 
hangings in his palaces, with representations of 
that insect. — ^^ Among the medals exposed to 
view, are many Russian, executed with the 
greatest beauty, and presented by Alexander. 
Many of the rarer gems, and rich antique workiS 
in agate and crystal, are placed under glass- 
cases,^ for the accommodation of those who do 
not A^sh for a more extended view of the trea- 
sures of this department. 

" A bust of Barthelemi, the author of Ana- 
charsis, is placed in the Cabinet of Antiquities ; 
and in one of the rooms of the library, a bronze 
statue of Voltaire sitting (bi/ Houdon) is elevated 
on a pedestal. — Near it is a model of the 
pyramids, in which the prc^ortions of these 
edifices, and the sphinx, are exactly delineated 
in relief, rising from the desert, and accom- 
panied by an oasis with its grove of palms, and 
a caravan of camels. — The French Parnassus 
is a large groupe of wood and bronize, executed 
in 1 72 1 by Tillet, as the inscription bears, pour^ 
la gloire de France : Louis the Fourteenth, iif"^^' 
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the form of Apoljb^ crowns the summit of the 
sacred hill, and Boileau, Racine, and others 
line the sides, which are sufficiently precipitous* 
— Lastly, I should notice the large globus made 
by Father Coronelli about the beginning of the 
last century, and presented to Louis the Four- 
teenth by Ordinal d- Estrees. They are fifteen 
French feet in diameter, of copper, with a 
copper meridian, which is four inches in thick- 
ness i and the index of the horary circle is three 
feet in leipigth. They are supported on elegant 
pillars, and the floor of the apartment is pierced 
to allow of the height whidi their size requires. 
Their appearance is chaste, from the blue tints 
.which iu*e spread over them« They weigh about 
two thousand pounds each, and cost about five 
thousand pounds sterling/* 
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_f . , rM-";/f M.. i *'.^ .. ' ..' J' .^.,..; .!., ; . • . 

TT7HBN I; TO«(»n«nde4 tI]^MW<)rk/ n^hich J 
mean to conclude with the present chap- 
ter, It was my intention to have taken particular 
Qofeice of what inay bjei tertfie^the fights of Paris ; 
but 19 its progress l.haye bew w4»fiedf,ta Bkffi 
§ky ileaigii. As 0bj««*< <>f cnVipnis^ toitlje buttf |Qf 
ntideil^ tod travdtt^^ith^y: h«uie k^^^scf^h^ 
wer aiod ovec i^aid ; ; w4 j)&oh^f>il)^^fps JKijg^t 
ftug^st A discussion ^:the priiUciples^pf p^t^ce or 
atit^i to be properly Itandle^ sIickiI^ be (laii^l^d.at 
gh^l^f lengthandiRfiiliirmoiieji^ than 

might be generally ^U3<;ept^le. Ithi^ ^oux^ 
of the: previous pages» t^^. inK)pt sliilcing plaqes 
aiid biiiUings of Paria.baVe hem ^^u^^dto^ fi^ ^ 
way siificient to convey i^iiii^on lof l^ir ct^a- 
t2ctef and appearance* though certainly attenti^ 
has chiefly been directed to them; as ;iUustrat;oiis 
of ipaoners and memoranda of events. The 
carious^ lM>wever^ :vnH, fiad, in tbe .^pp^pdi^^ 
two ,or three very acbUDately dxm^ ^ MP }tm9^f§ 
€Qa.ti|e Jaxdm dqs Flantes,: theM^U^f^on. of 
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Mechanical Inventions, &c.» with which I have 
been furnished through the kindness of a scien- 
tific friend^ — «- the same to whom I owe the pre* 
vious chapter. The sequel ci these pages shall 
be chiefly devoted td a few observations on the 
splendid collections of Art in the museums of 
Paris, £OQnecting thein with reflections on na- 
tional encouraj^emont of Fine Art, and the 
present cha)racter of the French public, with 
reference to matters of Literature and TaiEte« 



' The first visit to the Louvre^ as it is now 
"^ fiirhished, fmrns an aera in the life of evety one 
whose habits and dispositions rend» him ItaU^ 
t6 1)e ajifected by die momimente of human 
genius, and the s3nEnbols of ;tike finest sefUiBieiits 
• and ftelings of Uie human breast To 'me it 
^ seemed^ as if I w^ entering amongst thespiifts 
bfimmortdity, amongst piercing intellects, sub* 
lime ima^ations, and heavenly fancies. y^fSke 
sttiipendous tength of the 6alk»y ^of Pictuares, 
whkh gives an^ hiterminaUe solemn 'air:<tD tlie 
c#ection^ adds to the weight of the eftctV"^ 
and, ^ on6 advances down its^^ vast linc^: i|e 
feding ea:dtedi is that of bemg eneompaMd^ 
and looked dbwn iqpon, by a: superk3r:4»npany 
file mocit adniirable Md awful«^ ^ Here: l£i^t>Qi|d 
breatlve, andlmpifes^ with iH tteiiip(»wers^4ke 
pure and facsaittedns Ri^haeij : :the: m%hl3): An* 
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^gdo, the balmy CkNrr^o^ the vivid l^eonardo da 
^inciy the gra$ping realiziog Titian, tk(b irr«- 
^listibk Rubeni^ the grave Sai^» the strikiBg 
Rembrandt i They exisl, ^ — ^they regard you, 
in! a silent abstraction from the' inferiontres of 
morliai IH^ which gives point and power, to thek 
presence.. Here i»Jiie brought to light; in im- 
mortality, -^ for here is the secret explained of 
that mysterioiis longings and unconquerable en* 
deayour, which incur the paina of mar^dom, 
-^"the proud man^s contmnely,'* and, "the 
spurns that patient merit o£ the unworthy takes,^' 
r*-throi^h some motive whioh common souls 
cannot. coneeiVie, and in the evident enjoyment 
♦<(Qf ik ^atificatHHi wUch they ca&Rat csvnprehend. 
i The superiority o^' gettius tolprce, however 
aurrounded by pomp axid circua^stanQ^, caiu^ 
be more signaH^ displayed Uiasi 1%- k'iat^ liiese 
twoodeifid coB^tiona. Th^ h«v$^been %med 
in Paaam ooi|aequence^f jn^wlntio^s that haye 
>i;emoved 9b&ie$ ikom the iace of. the eardji 1— 
.H^iath9^e\qumched, not 9»e^ly?gk>ry,. but even 
ifoemory and being, ^rrr tbatimre .^aamd the hu- 
miliation <}f ta^day to suce^i to the prjbde of 
yesterday, -^asid haj^re wslt ii|to iraproach and 
^dtame the trimn]^s and^praiipes^ of* conquerors, 
tiie;predictioi^ of ii|8toiiaQ9» ^^e vanity anjl con- 
.£deiiee of nations. Xh^y^ ate :^0ii^ja^emo- 
cxiaijs in their preseiitiiitoatic^^ loc^lpig^^l^^ Jto 
ithek past history^ of catastrophia s§|fi^ as are 
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described In those impressive veises .0i^. the 
Revdations : . . , 

<^ That gre^t city, Babylon, shaU be thrown 
down^ and shall be found no more at all : 

*^ And the. voice. of harpers, and musicians, 
and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no 
more at all in thee : and no craftsman, c^ what- 
soever craft he be, shall be found any more in 
thee f and the sound of a millstone shaU be heard 
no more at all in thee : 

" And the. light of a candle shall shine no 
more at all in thee j and the voice of the brides- 
groom and of the bride shall be heard no more at 
all in thee !*' — Revelations^ Chap^iS. v*2i, aa, aj. 

The museums of Paris are now rich in the 
imperishable parts that appertained to what has 
perished;—- in the sole surveyors of general 
wrecks and ruins. And these unfading and un« 
xlying gloriesi, be it observed, are not those of 
senates, or armies, or fleets, or emperors; 
— even talent, when employ^ doi these materials, 
has jailed to perpetuate its workmanship:-*^ 
Poetry and Art alone r^nain, certain axid beauti- 
ful as at their birth, — forming models for pre- 
sent instruction^ instead of contrasts to pre- 
sent excellence. Earthquakes have shak^ot and 
si^aUowed, volcanoes have overwhelmed, bar- 
l)p^rif^ls have scattered,-—. yet ^^^1^^ in a palace 
.of >fnpde^ Parist sff^ the m|irbles of andeiM^ 
j^i^f^e ^aj^Eome ; -r-here arejthe lines ^traced 
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by the'hand of Phidias, — the productions of his 
skill, the objects on which his eye rested, and 
the subjects of his hopes, and fears, and con-^ 
templations. Undangered and inevitable dura- 
tion can be promised to nothing in this world, — 
but what commands the admiration and venera- 
tion of all times, and places^ and opinions, — 
the value of which rests on no theory, and arises 
out of no system of instruction, but spontane- 
ously from the heart of man, — is the least likely 
to become the victim of contingencies, and forms 
the most refreshing point of retreat froto the tur- 
moils, and changes, and doubts of the world'* 
afiaifs. 

Yet with these impressive proofs of the instJu 
bility of national possessions before them, — thfe 
testimony of which, as affecting themselves, 
should not be less sttong in their 'estimation bcr^ 
cause they themselves have been ^ross violators 
and^^robbers of national ami individual property, 
— the French coxcombs dare to spesk and^Tile 
about destiny decreeing to France from eternity, 
and in perpetuity, these immortal ^orks of 
genius ! What Rome could nbt preserve, they 
flatter themselves Paris can, and the triumph 
which has been denied to the Gapitol, they assign 
by anticipation to the Palais Royal ! A Stronger 
evidence than this of the; unfeeliiagness of the; 
French character cannot be imagined. — VVhai 
must that people be, whose S9ayans derive from 

» 3 
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the spoils of Thebes, and the relics of P^fflyrj^ 
subjects for priggish chattering about themselyes^c 
their powers, and the indubitable duration of 
their day and doings ? These men, looking iifbo 
the beaming shield of AchiUes, would first thmk 
of adjusting the kncrt:s of their neckcloths ! 

And where is it, and surrounded by what, 
lAiBt this assurance and these bpasts are indtQged ? 
As I walked along the Gallery of Pictures, !■ 
looked out from the windows on the Place da 
Carousel. It was a court day at the Tuileries^ 
and the G^des du Corps of Louis were lounging 
over the balcony of the palace, while crowds 
were assembled to see the ministers and nobility, 
who went to pay their respects to His Majesty. 
A few months before, and all this was happen- 
ing in favor of Napoleon ! Yonder are the 
famous antique horses which the Emperor car- 
ried off from Venice, and placed on the summit 
of that arch, commemorative of his victories, 
which has so trifling and frittering an effect in so 
large a space. — His N's and his monuments afe 
every where about, but he himself is removed! 
And this temple of taste, and these palaces, — ^ 
many years have not elapsed since they were th|^ 
scenes of savage ferocity and wanton carnage. 
Through this gallery a Frefich King and fife 
family flew,^pursued by murderers, never mofe 
to return to a royal residence. --- '!ftidse no^^ 
tudes, thkt axe taow pressing ifouii'dpit^^y^iStd 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE L<>in^B£^ &C. 9^ 

chatterkig criticifliii on the works. of taste^ were 
formerly equally occupied and. aipu$9d with w 
exhibition of dancing dogs under the giiillotine ! 

It is only, such a people as this, that could 
have collected what is amassed together in Paris, 
and it is only such a. people as this that could 
vaunt of su^h a coUectiqn, amassed under such 
peculiar qircumstanoesy in the tone and language 
which they use. Others have gone, to the seats 
of these sacred monutments to^dmire and vene<« 
tate, -rr but t^ey went to pack up and transport.. 
Their armies advanced, burning houses and 
violating women; and in their rear came the 
members of the Institute to worship fine art and 
commit sacrilegp in its temples. In the morn- 
ing, the soldiers perpetrated every species of 
ruffianism in Rome^ aud in the evening they 
removed a s^tue of. Brutus, at the expence <^ 
its xnutilatiion, to excite fine sentiments and 
touching s^sations in one of their theatres! 

Whether we consider the charact^ of thesis 
removals, with reii^ence to the glory, as it is 
called, of those who committed them, or to the 
interests of ,taste, it will be found that they 
chiefly reflect ignominy, and merit censure. 
France says, that her victories enriched her mo- 
sW9is»— rbu^ who now looks at their contents 
mthoi^t,recoQecting that her defeats placed thefai 
at the disposal of her enemies^ and that h^ 
^ntinu£d pos^eslsioA of them va solely. owmg u> 
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6m^^ bubthti i&sii^e df fwhiebjEiheiiieVi^i' si^t?^ 
-^Oh- the onlier Adtfd/ , Uie iinett 'e^aoUdfts^ and 
sbscK^iatif^ df thmigbt which tb^^e.WdrJtes mg- 
g^a^ed inf tibir <nr jgiiial aeitsNi b^cMief cUssob^d 
ind disjiipatwl i by th^ir tftittB{l6rt6tic*ii.^ llto 
diatae'that Wn^ and^ inspked «te dond^tif 
Bfimei'ikkMe^y^pTonvptet of regrete atid «ii^ 
givingi/ Mthen»plac«d inia-gafleryt^^ the-Tiiflie** 
riei^. l?te reathuBidftm it^ exdt^ in itM' piio^m 
situation' ^A)tol^(4*tbe highest poetical imd moral 
kind ; but this is chilled when we fittd it sur- 
rounded by French aeademiciaiid -and connois* 
Heurs, takirig n4rtes and iinti]£' ' .v 

Neither can I allow, that eventhe 9lu^^f art 
i$> likely: ^d^ibe- benefited '^^^ the chai^i^, A 
^orse mistake oanaot 'he coiimitted than tibbe 
^ppositien that faciliti^ ^ a^e i^hiefly ^eeftd td 
the cause of taste and science ;<^-^it would be 
> X much mow true to «ay, th»t difficultiestaiid im- 
pediments do it a ^i^rvibev^ The pockets and 
^convenience i>f students ^ may be consulte^^ but 
Clothing thM times the ambition of g^iua» ix 
theentbusiasitt with which the works (^ art ai^ 
regarded^ can promote ils '^saccelletice <h! repulft* 
tion. Let the« ^udettt b« exposed to ha^ttirds^j 
the &re is necessary to part the puf e mt^ Atom^ 
the dfoss :^ — let hitn ioquerf dtfkidbki^i Ibe^ 
w31^ iFrbe j^e wiMrtjb^«f ^$ p«n»ttte enttnedie life 
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ii9it@B«edb39'lwra^ bebved ftom be^ 

hmi th0 <biG69t'{Oiildiikr]jidow«. I^ sfcuiietit be 
led:iii^'fiUi|>aiiifiil ipi^gdmigenia thehonbti^ of his 
damw^i &om Par^ to G^emaDjv front Gehnany 
toBmim, &QmSbome to Elorence; The tocroi 
flame idll be iahnad by tiie moiion, «nd fak 
mmd be iDfimn^ and conrecfeedby observatien. 
•i-i****** When, ibei'db]^, the Ftendb Jeatn^true 
TkiMamm <^ what is^ valuable in character, and are 
rendered, as it is to be hoped they will be^ wise 
c<moerfiiiig national glory by the experience of 
fiatibnial happiness, they will not regard the 
^ils in question^as honourable to their posse»^ 
sors^-^on the contr^^ tii^y wiU see m them 
only the memorials of a black and dii^astrotis 
period, wh^ti their name waa abhorred in Europe/ 
and when a degradhig tyranny kd them, through 
ev^ variety df tnk&ey at home, and rapine and 
violence abroad, until tb^ €fi3img&& were ter- 
minated by their invaoion^ and the cssptaft and 
dii^ace of their capital. It is really high time, 
that ^E'rance shouM give up the prc^tgate and 
puerile ilai^y, that she^ faaus al^ired glory by 
caiiiying the ilre->braiid that agonized h^ ovm 
body into «he harveMi bf £wop«'s poss^mions: 
^T^ ' 1^^: fr^wM bail^ been destructitie of others, 
ita^oterrors have proofeeded ' :Qr<]Ml ^tiiie vsnafi^es, 
^ch i|stffi%£^hi»*ownhead,^itdr(%^^ 
8d£^ ^cfitanoe mist^lbe tatig^ vbeieev tondtiot by 
tifia<idi|>M«Mdni»d%naJisM^ if 
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she have not grace and sense ^EUMigh to derive > 
profit from experience. A little said n(om msy 
prevent die necessity of ^Ud^ much hereafter. 
Our French friends must be told, that they are 
expected to shew at last some sign3 of sober 
thinking. The time for admiidng their ,splendid 
freaks, their mountebank explmts, and wonder^ 
fill vaultings beyond their proper hnvits, is gone 
by* Such performances, though brilliant^ have 
become tiresome > — they have been acted with 
ed&t in almost every capital of Europe, but the 
catastrophe had Paris for its scene. Let them 
now then be contented to stucfy that of which 
they are very ignorant — namely, the first prin- 
ciples of politics, morals, art, and literature^ by 
this means they will become wiser and happier 
than they have been, if not qmte $o showy and 
so.glorious J and the " GreatNation,*' wjiU not, 
after this change, less desejrve or receive its 
favourite adjective. 



Tlie halls of the Louvre, on the ground .flo<^, 
are fiUed with the ancient statues. . Painting 
does not seem to. me to have ever executed any 
thing so wonderful or striking as tbes^. . If I 
were condemned to a solitude,; and^hiad v^^ 
choice of the treasures of the sktgrjtifftft col- 
lected in.this museunii I would .nMJbpb rather: 
miTfiviad i9}aidf «ith t|ie^^ 
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with tie ranvaasesr up stairs. Criticism, or rather 
praise, has been so entirely expended on these 
extraordinary productions, that any thiiig I could 
say, must either be a repetition, or unnaturally 
original. The triuitaphantGodheadof the Apollo, 
the delicacy and beauty of the Venus, the ter- 
rors and agony of the Laocodn, the symmetry 
of the Hermaphrodite, have been stated in all 
the power and 'variety of language, andin works 
dedicated solely to them as subjects ; —I shall 
not therefore here attempt any particular descrip- 
tion of these wonders, — but keep myself within 
my principal and favorite design of illustrating 
and discussing national character and manners. 

The Gallery of Paintings is prodigious: the 
number of pictures, the length of the walls, the 
recollection of the events that have filled it, form 
an union producing an overpowering eSdcU But 
the place is by no means well-adapted for the 
purpose to which it is devoted. The cross-lights 
render it almost impossible to see the pictures, 
and with regard to many of them it is quite 
impossible to tBAch thtir nicer beauties. The 
great congregation of these works, bearing 
so plainly and palpsibly the air of an exhi% 
bition, lessens their influence on the mind as 
poetical, conceptions. To please the vanity <rf 
the multitudes of Paris, who flock in to view 
their pillage, a long avenue, with picrtuf^s l*^ffii^ 
ifig'it9 sidesi lyie so many iregiiliirly ]^ante€t<»ilM^ 
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may be best adapted; but the person of taste 
and feeling would be most touched andgratified, 
by a distribution into ditierent rooms> where* 
a sort of precedency might be observed, by 
means of which, natural distinctions might as<- 
sist the judgment^ and prevent that bewildering 
of the senses which is produced by a vast pro-, 
miscuods assemblage; » 

In the Palace of the Luxembburg, on the 
other side of the Seine, there is a collection of 
paintings by Rubensy which excites the highest 
ideas of that master^s powers of hand, and feel^ 
ing for the forms of nature* There is scarpelyi 
to be found in the world, an equal display, within 
th^ same compass, and performed within ihe 
same time, of the genius of one man« 

The following extracts from: the Common-? 
Pliace Book of an English artisti who has the 
right of a kindred mind to express 'his opinion of 
the excellence of these great men, . will, I. am 
sure, be read with much interest :^ 

" I passed rapidly down tfefe Immense gallefy^ 
recognizing by rapid, but keen glances, many 
noble Jiictiires of the masters with whom my 
thoughts had long been f^miliai", and with the 
printe of which I was "^efl jacqUaifited:--^fiut I 
hever stepped till 1 stood hefbttThel^'hnsfigUi 
taiitin! The first look disapipointed ttfe: its ge* 
nsral efffett «eem^d tb have eVen a chataetei' 6t 
Knes^iiness : tihe figure of the Christ gd^tB A^ dis^ 
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s^factton/ asr small. It was evident that it 
bad been seriously, injiared by cleanings -*^but9 
notwithstanding, I was soon impressed by the 
Jt^eauties of this famous production of .Raphael's^ 
Th^he^id of the Father, who is putting forward 
^is possessed Son, is intensely expressive: it 
seemed as if his voice having failed, and his in- 
ternal frame relaxed through agony of njiind, all 
ha had strength to do was to look his distress. I 
procured ineansof getting close to Christ's head: 
its. ^^super-human expression'' is now certainly 
gom* Saint John, h^vuMpg back, andshading 
the glory from his eyes, m full of soul and senti- 
ment: and the young gird, who is leaning for* 
ward, near the boy, if exceedingly sweet. Th^ 
woman iiiiix>M is 'certainly not handsome :-r- it 
is doubtful .whether^any of Raphael's women are 
standards of beauty or form. Saint John seems 
to Jiave be^a character Rapkael delighted in : 
it was, in fact, his own. Wherever he appears, 
he has the same look; of purity, piety, benevo* 
l^ace, meekness^ and vdiuptuous rapture, — with 
aglqwing cheek enveloped.in long heavenly hair« 
" Rapliael's feeUng for expression was pro- 
bably the most intensp feeling ever bestowed on 
a human being (except Shakspeare) m the worlds 
Every tarn of drapery, every bit of ornament^ 
in Raphael, contributes to assist in expressing 
the peculiarity of the character they adorn* 
Sometimes h^ clothes an inno^t youth , in -s^t 
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the puritjr of white diapery fringed with gold : 
.~ hig head-dresses, his hair, his saadals, every 
tassel, every, thread, ^vere in him vehicles of 
expression, and means of r^biement. He did 
not clothe his women to conceal thor beauties, 
but to add interest, to produce sensation, to 
excite love. 

<< Raphael must not be juc^ed by his works 
in the Louvre. Alas ! there is not a single woik 
of his there (exc^t the visimi of Ezekiel, vfbkk 
was in the old Royal collection)*^ which has not 
been mutilated, . stippled, scrubbed, and over* 
ndiehned, almost to ruin* by the unfedio^ de- 
testable French. — There is no womaa of his 
in the Louvre to be compared to that exquisite 
creature in the Cartocm of the Beautiful Gate, 
that carries, with a fairy lightness, a wicker 
basket full of fruit and flowers on her head,.aiid 
holds in her hand an elegant boy, with two 
doves, that undulate their little necks to suit the 
motion of her steps. Raphaels &ces are iull 
of the <' light withiut'' and tiuly it is a. divine 
light His eyes glisten, his cheeks glow#/hxi 
mouths quiver, the soul seems bunting ;fbr ut- 
terance* The heads of Raphael are th»e9nhIaB» 
of greatness, intelligence, andjkiv^^ ami his 
children are theg^^s of his men-d2»liramau. ' 

" But Rapl^l wanted (at lewtxin oil), ^that 
cpmpceheimveiKss of feeUngilw jmitatMinLO^ 
the ji$jpre£ieptatien of ii^^iH^ts^ avhich he^osaessai 
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SO fiiUy for estpremoxk^ and telling a story. In 
coiisequeneet Im representatioiis are all equally 
detaOedy prominent, and coarse. By the side of 
Conregio, Raphad lookd hard and German. 
Painting is the eflfect of an object t sculpture is 
the object itself. To inddt on the details of 
objects in a picture, because objects are made 
up of details, is insisting on havii^ all the 
«tones of a tower, seen ten miles off, marked 
as plainly and distinctly as if the eye were with- 
in ten yards €^ it. Rubens, without beauty, 
without refinement, ^thout poetical conception 
t>C character, has^ obtained, and will ever ke^ 
a sptendid reputation, solely by his gigantic 
jdomprdiension of th^ lowest parts of his art. 
.fie felt the representation of objects as Raphael 
Mt Aeir characters. That powei" which, almost 
^gfyv could give Rubens his &me, would 
vnot surdy hanne detracted from the greatness of 
Rafibadt-^in^ iact, it alone was wanting to 
^kmpUsltje'it^ In the organisation of forms, 
Aubens wad^^ a most extraordmaiy being: his 
bands^> and' feet, and trunks, are as perfect in 
forttiatioii,-^that is: td say, in parts that are 
essential ta motion, — as th^ Elgin marbles, -^ 
though, aa eiei^ one knows, ttioiM Imital and 
moat disgoatnig in taste €^ design. 
^ ^< The next ptotmre Itiimed to, wss the Pietro 
Mavtiw. of Titian^. l%ds> too hi« teen injured, 
but the d&ct n atiU^ prodigioiia* The ^xj^ei- 
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mon of tbe ^mmm!^P j^^ikh'^if^ltAsKl^^ he 
has ciutjbisrvic^ dtiiiiwithAtli^^ 
r^tpst look does ,«ot.vgi?^ th«iidM ^fffhMNbv 
j^guUim: ^rocily^ but 9i.M>rt i^.:9h! afijfu*«firii- 
msii^ multBtmi seem» to teml^ fmm hm^ Mitf 

rovamge to- £^fy. The iexhw^ted^i iMgiwb 
|ad yet fmetratuig l«ok of theimMk. ia«iifa^iaiBL 
He is npbdrtaUy wouodfd^ 1^ :i9 4ying» heiW 
hdiploss, huthiskst k>okift<lije;lQpki>f.'f»fiiit 
gg^isitor-^aJbd^ c^ thoisDugti p6petniki«!A iTb^ 
b^ ground Js inpeifect Immfmyitnib^ mm 
^ ^hot. up bis last h\»ss»^ befofer i8iiid$iDgi( -m tih^ 
eiwiilD^ hreeze aeems r ustiiag. a;midsti tiw tqwei^ 
iog trees y^^ some, frieuds JU'a efcapiiig/in^ibb^ 
lH|id Japrror of the forest, and. the inamediidae. 
<x>mpauioii of the ouirdered mosdc is tudyog oC 
ilirith his d^k drapery again^ the.jdeep sky, 
I^pduQing a sense ia the sp^ectator.of teiarcur aod 
agcK^y i^whmg almoat to despair* Ibi fidbur* 
thi^pict^e nwst hAVQ been once ooi^pistor; it 
is. noyft seriou^y ii^ w^, s^d oiie xdni;^}^ j^^8^ 
of wh^ ilj nMist have been b^ pacts thatare k& , 
>^^.Tbe iirtepsity and tmih $ii' Baifi}mei^.mfBAi^ 
ingil|brid@al character, were^posseaseiLbg^'X^iliiwa. 
f<^. jjf^'ir-viz. Fortrmt.. The eyes of bi%tpcur« 
traits shine with iiKiel%enc£i| y |(^ %iifi$jfl4!^i|L « 
if/they w/ere st^voding m sLV^om^isgim^^ 
awnmier ^yeiiioi;, Jiatening^.to tbeistseijfpkinill 
gyitf(i:s ffom distoit gttiu|olaa^ • y.. : • ^ ^.i^^ :i.%i[ 
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•^ Die fliftftiageof Sinit Cstheriiie by Corregio 
iNTtt the obfwt of my next dofBtempktion* It 
wii the fi»t lifidoahted fHCtuere by that edmir* 
id)le metter that I hod ever seen. Of aQ mea 
thAt ever lived OMregio wm the most extreerdi- 
naryfov % seiiie t>f wh^ may be termed the 
essence of «w#elnM9; There \i a ou^^ical refined 
beaaty HI htt wotnen: he has seieed and realised 
all those fleeting momefitvy expressimis^ wht^ 
scarcely have existeikre^ end yet aifeet qs with 
their beam. He has <^iight them and kept 
thimi, with a harmony, a poetry, an enchanting 
grace, such as if his &ncies had been #ie drean^ 
of an AngeK Reynolds had welt studkd tiie 
same system of harmoay, in colour:-^ that lo^fc 
of stirface in paMtii^, which Reyndids carried 
to eiitcess^ is appar^t in Corregio. 

*< A detailed description of great works is of 
very Httle nse:-^a stadent should aurvq^ 
the whole- gallery, c<Hnpare one master with 
atiother, and, fr£«a the comparison, fixrm piin* 
dples of pfticttce fbt his own guidance. When 
oQce^ he can pcaiit with facilitywhat he sees in 
nature, let lum notdweS, in heavy indolence and 
stupid pondering, over^a painful cof^ring of a 
favofite pictore. The great advantege whidi 
the Louvre affords^ lies in the matchfess oppor- 
tunity ft gives for making a comparison of the 
cJ^Eflferent exceflences of the diflerent schools* 
Otae principle settled in the mind from such a 
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t^Vie^^^ ^ b^^crf greater U8««o^« student^/^tlian 
if he were to riffaiti l^ith tv^ty::^ 
wellndetaited, w^bno^Ied copies. Aftur lmv« 
kig ddmpared tb€f £tnci«nt.' G^:^t; one^ vith 
anoth«r» let bim compare th^ modl^m littie, --« 
kt hitgiMmpnfe UieFr^iicb with. the Itdkms^ 
and -tbfe BngUfiii iinth both, and make (kductions 
atld form coficlasioiis of principles from these 
exaiirinAtioilil. By looking through the Louvre 
on this system, he Will find, that, in e&ct, 
breadth and brightness, size and depth, will bear 
down all oppoikition^ — because nature is oftener 
n6etir under i»uch aspects, than under that of 
Guidons grey, or Reinbirattdt^s browtt : — i- he will 
find tbat a particular view of mture will carfy a 
man but a very limited way, and that fame can 
only be certainly attained, and securely vkept, 
by acting on the most general principles^ and 
applying to the most general feeling^ <rif Mfc. 

« Tlie BVehch artists display devemefts as 
distihdt from genius and feeling:--*- they are 
fiiU of what Win commonly be termed the 
knowledge 6f their art, -— but are devoid of its 
spirit. They know not how to employ what 
they have collected. In Expressicwi-tbeyJare 
theatrical,-^ their Colour presents^ td the eye 
and mind a green, doughy mnd.^ In i^fectthey 
are flat, smooth, marbly, and mawkish. ~" 

" But let me say, that in the principles of 
costume, and in arefaitectiirai: «kitt ^thc^ rait 
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^eaik Aod^* cxeeUent^ and ^ Cnglish artists 
etidttTOu^ito 3up^ly!i&eii? d^&d in those 

/ MspedB, by Mtendtog to tbi^ iexcelk)(»$t9;0f their 
livdhi In ,tkifeir^itiiitatioii|itI^ SVeiich attend 
iBom ita tkeidm^Qsury t»0ui^ to the 

adtaxai substance 4j£- nature ^ f^aiibstaiice, and 
notUnt^ is^ dift great prindiiiie ,<^ Imifatibiv 

t<* For a 4iohodof ^osnliia^rtbe Loiivre is, un- 
dialled; but» am the Elgin marbles^ and the 
Cartoons, Engkmd possesses a higher ^bool (^ 
design and e^n^ession. They have nothing in 
^6 Louvre to compare ^h the £lgin nit^les 
in. system and 3tyld» and had our government 
«ny U/st^, .thfi^^vrould purchase these anri^aUed 
|iroducti(^8» erect a national l]tiii}ding, and place 
Ihmnanid the. Cartoons ]&^ distinguished situa- 
rtioHs; providts^ also the means of study. But 
:ithoy.si^rtiie^.<me.tp UeAn a|»riyate yard^ dusty 
atid dfiBJUp, -r*and the oth^ to remain shut up 
m a d»gy ^^tyj ontibiought of and unfelt. 
What is the ^wonder of vevery enlight^ied fo- 
•reigoerr: wW vi$itSv this country ? It is^ that 
Qiitii]^f. j^e thj^usands laQd mfliicms voted by 
^rijain^i^ iK>t^ing is proposed ^for the encou- 
ragaaien^ of . HiiMorical planting *» Sculpture 
is. lair^ aKc^jmeageclr^ but paiofting is positively 
;iteBW*Bdv Tfee Pit^ec^f $ pf the British Insti- 

J* Is it not .strange that no member of Parliament, or 
ininister, fbeh ambitious of being the first to propose the 
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tvitsi^, ithodt^iVe thk sitioere^dmnboafarej^ 
fiiencHo tftste- atfai'r^finemeitt, ibr faKviin^ ndsi^d. 
theValii^ef >Bin«i6h>Art; af^edrtotheigovno^ ^^ 
mehfe'f(3^ thfe'^mafi^^um <)f ftretboasandpomids 
antittdltyf fi^ dssfst them in thieir^ xnerttorioim 
endewbtttir — ^axi^ 'Ak am^dl fgsamrvms fefosedi 
Wi&d' t*^i*ld Denala «ay txDf thisr? T^te pucr^ 
seiii <mt^ of 'tttt^tioid painting m ^Eng^snd, 
is <^wkig "to the enei^gy x>f its artbta' jaindb^ 
ba6k^, ceptiD&ly, by 4^e laudd^ iastkutson 
whteh^^I 'faav6 ttieotioned. And, to 4>e mre^ 
th^e'i^ Boifie 42odsolatioD, <nr rather cmseKiiiF^ 
eaoiltalion in this v«ry drcumMance. . Yeffii 
enei^ of mind and vigour of talent, wiil£DiaQe.v 
thei* way to greatness, in spite of every neg* 
lect, and of eveiry dtMstruetion that tastd^BS 
apathy cian plant in their path:-^aaid ikat 
paiiiterB of England are making their way, ^in a 
nobkr track, and at a swifter rate^ thatt aoxy 
others of the present time, — ^altiiough they have 
no national gallery, altfaough they have ndfiab- 
lie pMrotiage, fisid almost no natural encoiirage^ 
meilt;-^althottgh the goverament danes, aiidj»> 
dividtiak negleist . them^ -^-^ althofigh die : iogs/iof 
thl& nettion tfe tbidc, and its da^aa areijhort^ 
andit5.pecq>lfi-Jiot generally pronetg nmiheir 
pj?e)t§nsaow to taste befom th^. aqitu|J^,,/^4r. 

ings/*-^-* -' ^-r-.y ,\-' ::-. /y..i /.r^^ ':^:ti^ T'V^ro^ 

* One of the Public Papers, in speakftq^'oftlie nslii^fait 
monument foc-the glorious battle of Waterloo, taid, ** «U 
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The above olMervstioii& sure ^ietotc^ by soufi^ 
juu^ecaezit oftiwell m.iy ^t^9^ife^oigt-^b^t 
somefehing in tbe>im}if of • dxpl^fHrt^aiiy r^lflf^v^ 
to the encouragemead which' iFin@' Aii^^a^fafJ^y 
ckim^'aiidliiat idx!alcubtei(i tfl^f4o i^th«':^ost 
legitimate service, is prabbb]^:>neceis9#^>f rit 
is, no dodbt, iiritatiDg to.seQiA<»(^ti49'<m tl^Qir^ 
sands of the pubHo isoney tbrmmM^^ <^ ptftf^j^ 
and pagodas, jand fireworks,, while Uie p^txy 
pittance afoi^eeoieationed, waa^ sefused to an 
object cohnectad t(dth the expanmcm of th^na* 
tionai intetteet^ and the vindication of the na^ 
tional chairacter i — but the pidiient state ei^ d^ 
aadliteratureia Ftance, af&ndi^ a most cQimiic<^ 
mg proc^y that the native^ eo^gies^ and bec^ 
d^ositsons of ^both, weiB^ore likdiy to be weak^ 
e»ed aooiddepraved, than^dev^loped ^nd^trength* 
ened« by the Ibrcing; system :^'patf<^q^eaj3^ 
gdOerks, .and;public. rewards^ fi^ieetings^ aiid' :te« 
sftitutiona^^ A British painter of 4he pr^si^nt da5^ 
one of whose ^wwkfl fonsterUflg^chataoteri arid 
interesting incident, — for humour, and pathos, 
aod^tcnth, and^in ahort,^^ i«r^I} that j<$ most v4ur 
2Ue sm a. picture, ^^ would outw^i^ th^ ^V^hol^ 
that :the:^JBGfNdi %hod; ha^ prodt^^ed^r^ th^ 

tfie^gfeni&oif «ie (Aniitry'^8^ W'<yie^d'^fortFfa"ax5lMH 
tecture and sculpture, and uUimately^ nnHAFBiinpbiHting^f\ 
UkuBSt^Fr ps^spft ! would ihift-hflvf hern the language" of 
'Itadyi6r.4>fiiGrtecei^> ^3v: .'. •■^uv.;. -^ : .uj'i 2::; 1> ctKV^^ '^^^ 
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last twenty yea^r-^inade a incMK jtididonas ob-' 
aervatiiHi on this object -.^^ He «aid, ^' tife lilo-^ 
dern Frentfc arUrts were cvidcBtly the cma^ 
fueii$e$^ not the {^ai^ of patronage.'* A more 
fa^ inversicMi! than tiUs, of the proper order of 
things, cannot be imi^ned. Patronage ne?^ 
can produce meril; although it oiight always to 
be produced by it. To place art on the !ft)oting 
of being ireared, and fondled, and pampered, — ^ 
formed out of models and collections, a^'kc* 
tures,—fed with daily bread itdm the hand of 
power, and i^irith the cant of praise from the 
mouths of the ignorant, — ^is sure to reduce it 
to the state in which we now find it in IVaiice* 
It is there an exertion of acquired dexterftyi -^ 
all observation <tf rules, and a hdbit of indtmtry, 
^^ something very smooth aJid regtdar, amd ffj^ 
tematic j — - but it neither springs from the heart» 
nor goes to it : — as a lesson of Bfe it is nothings 
as an appeal to the affectioiis, it is nothing, — 
how then cart it Im any thing worth ha^g' or 
caring for? 

It will appear very clear, after a little con- 
sideration, that the encouragement >s4iich' really 
promotes the display Of genius in a coutitry, 
must spring from its own operation on the hearts 
of the people : — at the same time, a disgrttcefiil 
coldness to its productions may exist,- t^hich 
ought to be mad^ the iubjict^of- repi*ftiefl4ibn, 
in order ihat iridividuals may have their altetitioh 
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twmcd to whi*; !fch^ wc.l<»ing>fi^ 
w^ directed application of.th^.mwu?t .Bji< 
emftangfitawt, m wd& thf^it .9h»U d0 ^gpipd, 
Q^l9t take the slu^pfi of a.^^fftturs^l dj&maftcjLi-Ttr 
it «wt aot bay* w e^ffn^)r^laQ^:,iHP^** ^ 
cfi^e dawn m r^wari^ glv^ Jp the ^jfercisj?, ef 
t^ste. and knowledgi^. s.upeoos.to^thAJBa^i| that 
is WMTai^ded^, . Th^. fefiling pf,h/aii^..HeQefl»arx 
to thic. pid)UQ.gj:al{ific3tiwi.AP.d >*[£^^^ iSijaihr 
sdutely ess^&nti^M^i^:Jt^j^tQ\)ik^^ ft»iS** 
odlOToei.jdi^^jWW<WRCi?c:of whifih; re^ts h^9* 
on the. public ahafUfCten; t^^thiftfe^ling. cannot 
spring, from Gommatfd^' c<mi$)etiticais,. atyu^ged 
pj:eminins;\iaw«dqdT.Wfidfiila^; §}j|feo^jfat|yeij 4e- 
dsiona, av^twd^itra^.fjej^^ , ;: -^,,:V 

Thi> iaiahfffidrdocto!5itie,fI kxkoyf^ % thej.pi»4^ 
of patroong^; it ^will^ ftofe ^^a^iljr bt^ 4?gegt|d.]^y 
wejl-drw»cd,. and w^-flaeaKipg.. 4ke§io|^; .^ is 
npfe Jikely at. fir&t t^- fipd f^-Ypur. in » cejiunii;tee 
roomSf whiere Jiordi» ai^ ^^auqpi^i^^ th^ wea|^ 
boyecsi i^id wmeti»ie*, tj^ ii?ealthy;^fl?fep¥- 5^ 
pictnteer, Bit in secret round a tab^ find^ .^th 
their, .glasses . clapped to tbei?^ jsyes,; settle iu- 
Mibly and indispataWy whp Js to r^^iy;e^tlie 
ooj^rbundi:^. and whQ the tw<>,hjp4r^PQW?[4 
pfi»eibr tbi3 set^tm*. :Theu^ i^^s^w^lii^S^tly 
pleasant in th^ ppsa^3^9n.QLtili»^p9l^^^of 41^ 
pensation, and^^long 1^ Jihos^ y^i^ ^^cige.it, 
caft/li^.. the flftttei^iig niwlkipgb. tft th^:.*wl% 
thatt^arie,fonrardiiig.tb9 d^se, of 4;$usfte, and 
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iWBti^g (he eod^^^ixQiiii /^}fgm9,. ^:Mi9^ 
Kkely to be rewgne^o :: :- v^iH :ot btiera^ 
But believingr wl^i^h] 6|nc<!^yt^,^hiMlidM 
to wbom I am .idki4i^f hm9 ifi [wiclmmt.io Aq^ 
these h\id$biy^ iiHUgk:'-r^ dtovueefr 

that they Mdly^x«iateWfilie«Mtf^ ffheprair^f. 
sent inip^ct^ but 9(^alKiDg^^«lMit rof *& 
iniii^ eouatiy'F^tive to^foer ait, trlwiderftltitrr: 
neo^aiy:, that; for t, time^ Mme pMsoos akouldh. 
ta]^ jtbf lead ill its eii«>im^9emeii^ 
en^ONiMgpemeat fiheiild be «t once put tmtiiie r 
ooly^Kntuig on /wbtoh <it cani be durelib&'jMd: /: 
exttmive. It b not by holding out, m-^i 
view of the counliy, la dists^ibufcioa ofgifinand: 
priM8i that ever the puhlio genemttyi ¥i^ be 
led to enooumge the. higher exertions of^tbe:^ 
peqcU : -^such a q>eetaele is of itself csiotdated; i 
to convince them» that this «ty^e of iwnting is 
not adapted forthen^ that itliesvqiiite mit^of . 
thdF way, that it cannot support itsdifi iand 
rather belongs to the olass' of useltes andr^eakvXt 
peobitf e pageantryi than 4q that ilhieh incliideBL 
v^hat is a source of natural ai^ common^deli^fat. . 
"Hiii is ae noti^ the^ most &tal fct finehnl. v. 
tW 'can preyailt and the^ course dsnaUytBh^ . 
by iij[9t^UttoBfi» as pre«ittly that lyhich is^Dst : 
iikelj^! ti> ei^endes Bach a' seQtjAtettt^ S'bek* 
busiiH^srshould be^< not to dH|iby tbesK o«^^ 
pow^>«ad:idtil^ and veiight, ^buti to>«teraite:>^^ 
the resptSjI^H^ and>the< ii^epeneb^ceai^pf h 
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demand for thdr works^ ok^^^i$>]^j!ific^li^^ 
ami Qtiequiiroisdfy tw^o^Ai^it^^^Mtff^^^^ 

tmritiwif^ m itnili<$dl4 Jr«i«lvi{xtll€:greftlf@str- 

a itsertiXiiitjtsihdiite vdlkqa^ ^^r^;rter^^ 
beg«cp0S6d^ cmel !4lsapp0mtme«>a||4^^^o^ 
dii|;mQe; tbtoengfatthe dfiei^s tifiicaprie^^ oi^Y^diiEa;; :' 
origaomiice;^' J^id^l^itf<sj|silftdb«ii%tkd0^^^^ 
let^^iit fe/deciuiBdi^etbw»»lie^i« waKthj^rof 4»l*' v 

beliibsohiter.^ i^Itdi^^iH 1ia^^i;i«g^ ^nly^^hat 't^#^-: 
rei^ powers 4f men of tadeflt mu bedb^i^O^ibilihl ^ ^ 
it VM^kk thiffiiwa^ tiiat^^e frnfiars^df :fifi|^^ 
aBd::Midbaei Jtogelo^ vitef^^owed |o tMMul^' ^ 
thrauieiws, f«iil>tliey became 'tnai^ifait^i]^ fUd ' 
subHme works wliii^ thei^eAg»«atm^m'>}}A\^&>teft>^ ^ 
behind tiienii. itii wtlife'wa^ diilyy>dg^ 
whothave the 4S^ of tiieip^^ 

thek decwaton^vaiid.tbsrt^'^vgCH^ taste ^.'tb^ *>: 
loftsesfc ^d rjSBut: fiDetical: loohieiienfi^iJti oa^ tfa^^^* ^ 
pensi ocair^^ lie ^mi^^def edpi^r^dingc ier 3 ^^ ;/^ : 
exc^JfttiiOQ^df wt^iby ^eiigiQaiDjiptGi tKkliissfetiiMrti^v/oa 
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To re<;urn from this digresaioii to th^ l^fifXHtH'V^ 
&c. of Paris. Magmifieeiit galleries of fmei^i 
productioni^ do little or no credit to the BiiqQ(jL<i^' 
a country, and p^hap& it would not be t^g^ 
much to say, thai dieyare positively iujpfiom 
to its mind. The Oroeks. had nogaUerii^joU 
Egyptian art ; -^ if theyhad^, weshoiddjiothave 
received from their artiste die precious bequests 
which haye survived to this day* The Bx)mans» 
like the igrench, were overwhelmed with the 
works of other peojde, and they did but little^ 
eompafativtly speaking in sculpture ost pawt* 
ing. It was not till the fifteenth ceQtui;yy w^3^ 
but few vestiges of ancient art remained, that 
the genius of Rome reared its head in majestic 
i^lendour. I do not mean to affirm that excel* 
lence is not assisted by experience f but vhat 
has been dcme before us should be rigidly apd 
merely regarded as objects of study and exami* 
nation. It was in this light oxikyr that they were 
regarded by the great Italian masted' to vahosia 
I have just alluded* 

Paris, as has been stated, is fiiU of public 
libraries, exhibitions, and mweums: they>are 
all open to, the puUic, and that city thua a^^mis 
aids and facitittes to e^very kind of study^ vaa^ 
equalled in the woi4d» I( i» tl^e: hij^de^t of 
aH treats^ therefore^ to vii^ k :. the stianger 
finds a bmquet si»;eeMioiitbeffK%llia2^ a^ 
withm his readhy thTe^rkhn^ss Md^ vai^ift^< of 
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df whiich beggar description. Tables, aiid chairs, 
andfif^, ^d pen aiid itik, are provided for him^ 
itr tti^ midfet of the liioSt isplehdid libraries : he 
ha^but to enter; iand sit down, and study:— ^ 
whatever book he wants is brought to himti 
the Scarcest prints, the rarest inedals; the SHesi 
pict^r6s arid stattifes, are each or aJ! put bfefore 
him, a&cdtdfrf^ to his taste' or pursuit. Tifefse 
are advantages and gratifl6ation§ wHidh^it ih'akeS 
one almost feverish to rgfcoifnt: they- stamp an 
impression on the mind of a ^sitor, to whosfe 
habits and dispositions they address themselves, 
that never cian be obliteFated.~But there is 
every' reason* to believe, that -tSeir ccAitinue^ 
possession is not such an advantage to a cotiiitry 
a^ to c6hiii»6n thinkers it iflay seem. Hiey are 
Bkely, I grant, to bring out a great number of 
persons respectably versed in science, literaturt^, 
an^d art: they are likdy to render the genefial 
public, cbnversatibnal and pretending ofa^Il 
these subjects, — but th6ir Results will be ac- 
quirement as opposed to geftiiis, talkitig- afe 
opposed to feeling, research as opp^ed'to^r<^ 
duction, and imitation as opJJbsed to iiiV^rition. 
The character of the Fi^ench as a people, aiid %hfe 
character of their works, may be appefialed toin 
coiMfematidtt of this c^inion. ' ^i::, 

-T^'p?fe(ent state dfFreiaehl^^^ is tm- 

f^s^Sfym^. ^^^They say -the «alertt oMie nafi^n 
h&^be^ t^hed IfiCo btfief chaMels; arid^tfefeVfe 
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<>f the firrt rsle ^coel^qerm^ %e liwjEhe 

di^q[ue, and she prideer herself oou tbesie .ttonu* 
mMts as ^ tf they had been achieved \jy bersQlf ; 
bat her vanity )p>revefits het ircmciiiakmg ajfudi* 
cidas we €i her gded l!nrtiiiie ia^tfais^i^spedt^-^ 
She mei^^eittfactiriafewl medxamcal riiiefir from 
the^^ Mgh ejsamplt^, but to thir^ul of the ies- 
iM^i), atui t6 the ini^tftion of the mdueeiBiNit, 
she is ^terifcaOo^ft. Her isttud^its, when I 
saw* them in hei^ Mi^ieums, surrduiid^ by Ra- 
phai^» and Titkiisiai^ RtfbMs'ili^ were. gene- 
rally employed copying from Davids They |wre-» 
ferrtd-th^ sublimated and refined essence ef art, 
as-^^eK)htgined in the works of thk modern 
Frenchman, - to its ct^dt and <:oarse Uody in 
the p^roduction^c^' tile k^ans of tiitt fifteenth 
centiiry! 



The estimate of the French character and 
co^ftd^on^ given^ia this vdnme^ is aniunfavour^ 
aMe^one, and I caiixmly saf that liwentorar to 
Pai^ in the expeetaoioa of formii:]^ coodtuMons 
moi^eto-its ct^dit« The grdss ptiyic fauha of 
the nation have been Aaimted in the facei of 
Euro^ for many years, so that na one could ^ 
pt^ it a visit in the beUef of^nding!^ itiimmacu^ 
late. But more of acccxnplishment, and toore 
of purpose, and more of favorable symptsoms of 
evtery kind, than tt presefited to mji ohmmtiiorh 
I did expect to find. • In coadbasifii^'hejweiwsf, I 
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tepe^ti wkat I have moi^ than oiice thro^vn out 
iti'the C0WS6 of these pagee^ that the capiKities 
of tihe Fr^ich natioii are very great. What it 

chiefly wapts are {nruidples of tJunkb^ Itispro^^ 
baJble^that mucjb of that quickness and dexterity 
in action* by ,wfaieb its people are distmguished, 
would iiattl thesa if they took a more reflecting 
Kr^ulom^^ turn of niindy-*r*but if to. the qualities 
which thej^.haye, they could add ^oae or two 
which they have not» Uieir rivalship would be 
^ the mo^tforgiidable description. As it is^ a 
Hfttled and liilieral government, if such an one 
ahoukl be ei^tabliiihed among them* acting with 
tbe efficient lastruments and st;out fresh niiaterials 
supplied by the Revolution, must build up a 
f/HseofAg state. The capabilities of the country 
have been materially improved by that trepien- 
dous event* though, hitherto, its actual con- 
dition has been the rev6rse of what is respectable 
and desiiable. . 

llie vi»t of an. Englishman to Paris cannot but 
pixiduce the liveliest impressions on his mind ; '^— 
and, aa afiRnrding fresh knawlecjge, inspiring new 
fi^ii^^ and liidking additional associations, it is 
calculated to eapceaa^tiie extent and value of his 
character. The mere ^mriosilies, as they are 
termed,, apd^miusemaiits, a^re sources of power- 
ful (bccitement and interest, but the great gratifi- 
cation arises from coming perpetually in contact 
with novelty. Novdty presents itself in every 
£iee, in every motion, in every piece of furniture 



Digitized by 



Google 



27^ CONCLUSIOK 

in the room, in every utensil of the houses an4 
alojost in every breath of air t|uit is inhaled* 
The visitor, therefore^ feels his existence sit as 
lightly and elastically as if he w^n just bom in 
the full possession of the powers cf manhood. 
His return to his home, will be endeared by a 
contrast which he never before could form | -^ 
and the general inlhience of the jottrneyt I 
think, is to humanize the heart, even while it 
suggests conclusions to the disadvantage of those 
among whom we have been : — for looking widely, 
and without personal attachments or resentments, 
on the surface of society, — we see how littfe 
individuals are to be blamed for what we most 
^ dislike in their conduct ; 'and when the impres- 
sion of this sentiment of forbearance and kind- 
ness, is coupled with a display of what has been 
working to produce the mischief and imperfec- 
tion that we cannot but see and regret, — the 
lesson, — which thus unites a knowledge of what 
ought to be corrected with a motive to 
cheerfulness and charity, — is the most useftil 
that man can receive. It has a direct ten- 
dency to raise his nature towards that higher 
rank of intelligence, in which* irritation %BLiast 
disagreeable consequences is prevented by a 
knowledge of their natural and necessary causea. 
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A 4IUC^H Oyi XKE noaftBfififVS ^MIlttonBMC&irr of «II£ 
VIU^Gfl, CAii^IXAI^.COMPIXJSP FKOM THB HISTQB7 QV 
PARIS BY LE GRAND AND LAUDON. 

A FEW scattered cottages, gradually encreas^ 
ing in number near a wood or on the 
declivity of a hiU, in a valley, or on the borders- 
of a river, is in general the origin of celeteated 
ctfiies*. Such is that of Paris, which was then 
called Lutetia. From whence this name arose 
is how unknown ; nor is that of Parisis more in- 
telligiWe> Paris was at first contaiiied in the De, 
now called the Cite. Caesar found it in this 
state about fifty years before the Christian era^^ 
Labienus, hisgeneoral, attempted to take it by 
siegf ,^ but^ the inhabitants rather chose to burn y 
their, tcf^ pr possibly only the .suburbs, than, 
to giy^ it 13^ to. the conqueror. Caesar, finding 
diis /position necessary to him, .built a new . 
town on the scite of the antient Lutetia, or at 
least very much aug]|MiKtod4fae 4iid one, embel- 
lished it* with many edifices, and fortified it with 
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walls and two strong castles, at th^ head of two; 
wooden bridges, situated where the P^ ^ 
Change, and the Petit Pont now are. Duruig. 
530 years that the Romans possessed this town, 
they enlarged it. to the north, and beyond ihe 
island, which thw formed the capital of the 
Gauls : the governors resided here, and amongst 
theiji some emperors ; Constantine and Con- 
stance were of the number ; Julian also passed 
some time there, the winter of the years 357, 
8 and 9. He rebuilt the palace of Thermes 
and the aqueduct of -Arcueil, the ruins of 
which subsist to this day. Julian spoke of this 
town as his dear Lutetiuj describes its siti^tion, 
an4 boasts of its vines and %-trees. 

Saint Denis came to preach the Christian 
faith about the year 250. The Pagan temples 
were then demolished^ and replaced by some 
Christian churches. 

The Franks made the conquest of Paris in 
liie year of Christ 4S6, and Qovis established 
it as the seat of empire 22 years afterwards. 

Paris gradually encreased till the wars of th|^ 
Normans, in t^e ninth century, stopped tha pro* 
gress of the buildings,, smd made liie«i|ihabi^ 
tants feel the necessity of an encloaure to i^e^ 
serve their burgs from the inv^^fpn P^. ^e 
eaemy* • •. . . ; .. :-^:.,-. :-. -/i 

' The caade of the Louvre, wirii^h ^fsiste^fy^pf^ 
t^ noiddjb of the ^ev^]tth ^ceatwj, mts xe^t^t 
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by^ Loois le Oros aBout the* year iiio; and 
Philippe Auguste, ^fter having paved the streets^ 
rf Patris in 1 184, commenced a new enclosure oli 
walla in 1190, which were ^nished in 1211. 

He er&cted in the middle of the castle of the 
Louvre an elevated tower, where all the great 
vassals were obliged to pay their homage to the 
king; it was 48 feet in diameter and 96 feet' 
high. Philijppe Auguste died in 1223, after a 
reign of 43 years. Paris received considerable 
improvements under his direction, for the town 
which till then consisted of four quarters had 
now eight divisions. After the new enclosure 
of Walls begun by Charles V., and finished by 
Charles VI. in 1383, the town was divided iftto_ 
sixteen parts. 

Robert Sorbonne founded his schools in 1250 
in the quarter now called the Sorbonne. It is 
likewise called the quarter of the University, 
because all the sciences were professed there, 
and to distinguish it from the rest of the town, 
and from the cit€. But the faubourgs b^ng 
Very much spread, and in danger from the fre- 
quent excursions of the English, a new enclow 
sureof a ditch 30 feet wide and 15 feet deep 
was begun to drfend the town. 
''Paris remained in the same state under the 
five reigns that succeeded that of Charles V. ^ it 
ipmnot tili the time of Francis L, the friend. 
ofHietters and of theaarts, that Pans took anew 
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face. The improvements commenced with the' 
Louvre: the old castle, that uncouth assen>» 
blage of towers and heavy walls, was demo* 
lished, and replaced by a palace worthy of the 
King of Prance. Much had been done to em- 
bellish Paris, but much more still remained to 
be done. The palace of the Tuileries was 
built by Catherine of Medicis, in 1563. Henry 
' the Fourth, after giving peace to the kingdom 
which He had conquered, resolved to execute 
the vast plan conceived by Philippe Auguste, 
and continued by Francis the First. 

In 161 9 was placed on the Pont Neuf the 
equestrian statue of Henry IV. : this Prince 
concfeived the project of forming a great public 
square, to be called the Place de France, each 
of the streets coming into it was to have the 
name of one of the provinces. 

Under the reign of Louis XIII. various fine 
streets were built, and improvements made. 

Paris received under the long and glorious 
reign of Louis XIV. embellishments worthy of 
the powerful, monarch who commanded them, 
arid the ministers and artists who directed, th^ir 
execution. The projects of Henry IV* an4.of 
Louis XIII. were finished. More than eighty 
streets were opened and rebuilt. Thirty.'tfcyee 
churches were erected with great magni^onqe ; 
:tw6 public squ^i*^ and bridges rebuilt in stf^^, 
and the quays newly constructed; fQur.n^w 
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ports to facilitate commerce were, ipad^-and the 
great Chatelel was enlarged for the greater cpnr 
venienee of the administration of. justice. . r,r 

The ma^ficent establiahment of the Hotel 
de' Mars, ; or the Invalids, was founded and also 
the Obseirvatoiy, to forward the knowledge of 
dstronomy and navigation; also a pump to 
raise the waters of the Seine, and to distributo 
it to, the different quarters, and fifteen new 
fountains. 

The Louvre Ukewi^ was enlarged, and almost 
rebuilt, with a magnificence which has spi^ad 
its fame over all Europe as a chef d'oeuvr© of 
art, and as the most magnificent palace of the 
universe, including the Tuileries, which, joins it, 
and also the Pont Royal. 

The old gates of the town were now re- 
placed by triumphal arches, and the Boulevard 
planted with trees, forming an almost uninter- 
rupted promenade around the whole of the 
capital^ and contributing as much to its salubrity 
as to its beauty. 

Louis XV. was equally zealous to embellish 
the capital : the limits of the town were en- 
larged by his order. In 1722 the Palais Bour- 
Jboii was built in a new style. The Military 
Sefeool was founded in 1751, and the new 
St. Genevieve erected on a ma|estic plan. The 
Pkce Louis XV. and its colonnades were begun 
in^^i754; The Champs Elisees were replanted 
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8t the jsame epocha; and in 1763 tke bttikUtt^of 
the School of Medicine reproduced in Vikvis the 
noUe fonns of antique architecture* In 1764 
the poicelaine manufactory was estabtished at 
Sevre with royal magnificence. In 1765 new 
bonlei^rards nirroiinded Paris on the south. 
Several fountains were also erected. The chisel 
of Bouchardon gave beauty and value to the 
fountain de Orenelle. The Foundling Hospi^ 
td was established in this reign ; and the road 
and bridge of Neuilly astonished the stranger 
by tbe beauty and the boldness of their execu- 
tion. The fronts of Saint Sulpice and of Saint 
Eustache decorated the quarters where^ they 
were elevated, by their imposing masses and 
richness of their architecture. L'Ecole de Droit, 
a»d L' Hotel des Monnois were erected in 1771. 

Louis XVI. proposed to finish the monuments 
and all the embellishments commenced by his 
'l^reatgrandfather, ^nd to order new works. He 
caused St. Genevieve and the new Madeleine to 
be continued, built several churches^ repaired 
the Palais de Justice, and enlarged and founded 
several hospitals. 

The French and Italian theatres, the comic 
<^era, and the smaller theatres, were buiit with 
iiotx>nishing rapidity. The Haties were enlMged, 
the markets opened, and the fountain of ithe In- 
:nopents, the chef d'aeuvre of- Jea» Gongon, 
lagsdn sqipeaors in an qpen situation; and the-fine 
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ouj^a of l&hd Halle-aux^-bl^S: civn^i^ in ^rmid^Bf 
that of the Pantheon of RcHlie. M«tiyf:o|iidr 
improvements a^d took {dace ; aamngstthmil 
the Pont Louis XIV. made ita appeaoranccb ^i^A 
established theJbng desked Gommunication 4i^ 
tween the Fauxbourg St< Greratauii and thfti iRsQL«> 
bourg St. Honoje. Hie Jardin des Plsmtes Te^ 
eeived considerable enlargemient^ and its cabinet 
of natural history became more worthy of the 
attention of the student and the public* by the 
wond^is it offered to their research and curiosky. 
The Palais Eoyal and its galleries were built in 
a short space of time, and omamiented with shq)s 
of all descriptions. . 

But the Revolution began and produced nOr 
thing but ruins: the Basbile was demoli^ed; ^^^ 
apd at this signal all the monunaiints of art vmre7^^[ 
menaced ; the barriers a£ Paris were mutilated; >^-- 
several churches were violated and degiBded, or* ^ 
Bold and destroyed^ The statues of the kings 
broken, melted, and replaced by idols in wood 
and in painted doth. , ! - . 

At last a ffoung hero reigned in France, and 
Paris once more regained her splendour* The 
grand projects of publiq utility, and tndy royal 
magnificence^ were recommenced^ and &sr tbe 
jo^ofit part waere executed with a celerity withemt 
example. 

M The Carousal was cleared of all those nui* 
fiances wliich dishcmoured the ^aee of the 
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sovereign ; it forms an immense plaee d'armes, 
ornamented by new streets and triumphal mo« 
numents j the Louvre is finishing j the gardens 
of the Tuileries are cleared on all sides ; and 
the Rue de Rivoli» which runs on one side, pro- 
duces an imposing effect. The Rue de la Paix, 
running from the Place Vendome to the Boule- 
vards, establishes another grand communication 
between this superb garden and the Chaussee 
d'Antin : a spacious market is formed on the 
lands of the Jacobins of the Rue St. Honore: 

. tlirea bridges rise at the samp time before the 
Louvre, the Arsenal, and Pile Notre Dame ; 
and a fourth soon after before the Military 
School. 

; The Place de la Bastile is to become the great 
point of union between the Rue St. Antoine and 
the north and south boulevards. A triumphal 
arch near this place is to attest to future geiie- 
raticms the immortal days of Marengo and 
Austerlitz. 

The Place du Louvre and that of Notre Dame 
are enlarged ; the demolition of the houses of 
the Pont St* Michel, have changed the aspect 

' of Paris. The quays of Buonaparte, Desaix, 
V^d Napoleon, have rendered it more magnifi- 
cevXi and each day new projects are arising :t<if 
add to its happiness and its glory. ^ . 
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Atter the' sacred edifices, the palaces are irf 
general the works where architecture displaysf 
her grandest means, and where the power anci 
the' taste of nations are developed to the greatest 
extent. - . i 

• It is also in this species of edifices that the 
manners and customs of a people are mostlj^ 
ishewn. The habitations of the great and the 
rich bear in all nations the characteristic miarlc 
of the political institutions that govern them. 
According to the various wiays which these m^ 
stitutions permit to individuals to shew or con-' 
ceai their riches, architecture eithef restrains ot 
expands her powers. 

Past and present examples prove that in a 
country wher^ democracy reigns, the habitatibns x 
of the rich are invariably simple. A sumptuous 
palace would excite envy. In these couhtnes 
a certaiti unison of exterior, which is taken foir 
equality, prevails ; but it is oftener hypocrisy oil 
thie part of the powerful, who i^eadfly take offigj? 
means to indemnify themselves.' v K\f: 

Luxury in private buildings was unknown to 
the republics of Greece, and in what is called ^ 
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the iine tiipe of the Roman republic. It wm 
in the decline of this last, that the rich, bredcing 
the barriers elevated by custom and the laws 
against luxury, inhabited palaces, which, accord- 
ing to Pliny, insulted by their splendour tiie 
divine temples. 

The aristocratic republic of modern Italy 
carried the mi^nificence c^ its palaces to the 
highest degree. It is generally the principle of 
aristocracy that dominates in Italy; and this 
principle is very favourable to the luxury of 
civil architecture. There, where the great par- 
ticipate the government, — the pride of rank, of 
birth, and of fortune, cannot be repressed by the 
laws, but must on the contrary develope and 
discover themselves. To strike the senses of 
the lioiultitade they must be imprinted on what- 
ever attracts the eye* 

The monarchical government is very favour- 
able to the building of palaces. There the prince 
dia{K>5es of considerable sums of moi^ey, and 
may employ th^m at his pleasure in the ex- 
pences of building. In great monarchies the 
palace of the sovereign is . necessarily an im- 
mense edifice; and when good taste has directed 
the executicHi, the imposing example must have 
a, powerful effect on the arts and architectuxe. 
For in monarchiiea , a spirit of iioaitaticsi reignsj, 
a^d sill follow the model of the prince* To 
ia^tf^ie.is to pleaac^^ m^ to. please i^ the £r6t 
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and surest way to ibrtune. From hence ariseis 
afi emulation amongst the licb, ^vtIk) more or 
less have the ambition of oonstructii^ tastelul 
and magnificent palaces to add to the luatre^of 
die mvereign abode. By littiie and little, ^s 
ambition extends to the lower classes ; and as in 
this country f^^re is too tntwh distance between 
Ike prince and foe subjects to aBow envy tojbrm 
comparisons^' architecture may be lavished 
without fear of censure on the habitations of 
the subjects^ 



^N ORIGINAL DESCRIPTION OF THE JARDIN D£S FLANTES, 
AND ITS COLLECTIONS. 

The appellation of the Jardin des PhnteSy does 
not very well express the nature of this^ establish- 
ment. Besides a botanic garden, it compre- 
hends an extensive Menagerie, a cabinet of aU 
the objects of natural history, a Museum of 
Anatomy, and buildings where courses of lec- 
tores are given on the chief departments of the 
Physical Sciences. 

The Jardin des PlanteSy formerly known by 
the name of Jardm du Roty (a title which, I 
suppose, will be, or has been, restored to it,) is 
situated at the eastern extremity of Paris, and 
dn the^ south side of the Seine, Near the river, 
ttud the gateway which opens before the bridge 
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of Austerliti, the ground is level ; bot on re^ 
tiring behind towards the south, it is agreeably 
varied by smaU eminences and depressions* 

On entering you perceive on the right a series 
of square enclosures, which have for their object 
to furnish instruction to the farmer and the 
practical gardener. 

The first of these divisions is appropriated to 
specimens of difierent, kinds of soils and ma* 
nureSy — a ticket being prefixed to each heap. 
Among these may be noticed the soil in which 
nitre is produced or regenerated: calcareous 
soils and marls, varieties of clay, gravel, and 
river sand, straw and the dung of various 
animals, and even oyster shells, have furnished 
specimens for this collection j and to these are 
added brush and fire-woods, hop-poles, &c. 

Though it may be at first thought by some^ 
that the ticketing of a heap of oyster shells is 
carrying the system of nomenclatvring a little 
too far, and borders on the ridiculous, yet, per- 
hapsi this impression will cease, when it is rci- 
collected, that the object has been to assemble 
specimens of all the chief varieties of soils and 
manures in one spot, where the practical man 
may examine them at his convenience. 
; The school of practical agriculture occupies 
the next inclosure : it is large and w^ managed, 
and contains varied examples c^hedg'esi dkdiesv 
ha-has, and combinations of these j ditches with 
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i^hDpidg banks eimmelled with flowers;^— he(ige3 
on walls ; — ^palisades of th^ visuriQUS evergreeua^ 
and modes of trimming them ^'—.frames for 
rearing apple trees^ &c. &g. 

It is easy to appreciate the us0. of thjs endp- 
sure to the gardener and thefarpier j aud^t i^ 
pleasing to see, for the first time, a collection 
oj^the different modes in which the industry of 
man is applied to the soil and its products. , , 

Continuing in the same line, we pome to ,thq 
Ecole des PUmtes d^usage dans reconomie rurale 
et domestique des Francois. , 

This enclosure, as large as the last^ cpn-. 
tains a great variety of plants arranged under 
general heads. -, 

The school of fruit trees cultivated in France 
forms the next enclosure, arranged simply, ac- 
cording to the nature of their fruits, whether 
shellsy or berries, or having kernels, or cap^ 
sules, &c. 

:We then reach those parterres in which the 
j^nts that properly constitute the botanic garden 
areplaqed* The arrangement is according to 
the natural method of Jussjieu, which. ha3 for 
its baais the marks of affinity existing bet^qen 
different s^eciea and families of plants. It is 
in some respects better suited for a botanic 
garden^ thjSUQt for the actual investigatiw < of 
flatitfi^' for in th^ latter instance it cannot be 
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pitted on the- same footioig 6f litiliQr wHb th«P 
system of the illustrious Liima^us. 

Within th^e enclosures ^ety thhig ajK- 
pioaches to an English neatftess ; the railis arer 
of iron painted green ; the walks are bordeted 
by well trimmed box ; t^ labels eifer themsielves 
conveniently to the eye, atld there is sueh an 
intermixture of' trees and shrubs with *the 
smaller plants, that the whole loses that too 
formal appearance of beds which is so common 
in many botanic gardens. Those plants which 
are too weak to bear the agitations of the wind,' 
are enclosed by cylinders of <^en wicker-work ; 
others more tender, are placed imder glass 
shades. The trees which line the great avenues, 
form an excellent shade $ they are chiefly horse 
chesnuts, tall, and having their branches trained 
parallel to the all^s, so as to present the same 
imposing appearance which is seen on the grand 
road from Paris to Chantilly. 

The Pond is a small circular basin, wi<£i a 
borden of marble. The aquatic plants grow up 
in tubs or small casks, which prevent them 
frprn spreading too much in a place where the 
art of tbe gardener can have less controiil ov« 
them. I todk a list of them all, but nofie are 
umDcbmQK)n. 

On the right hand opposite tjie pCHidi ^!x« 
tends a range of bufldings Ofteu^6d as gi^ecte^ 
houses and storey apd extending to the length 
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of nearly six hundred feet. These have been, 
erected at different pmods, and have little 'unu 
formity or elegsmee in their appearance; and tltey 
s^e eyidendy not in good repmf • The priiioiinl 
green-bouse alone, raised above a sunk paiteirre 
below, has a good aspect, from its arcades and 
a range^ of marble vases along the front which 
impart elegance ; it is besides one of the fewi 
buildings in Paris constructed of red bricks. 

I saw many plants which were new to me in 
it, as well as in the range of hotbeds below it*' 
Behind it the hedges are interlaced with twHi-« 
ing TropcBohy Passion ^wers, and Com^olxndL 
Several of the rarer trees and shrubs are placed 
in boxes on a circular plat before the Ampfai** 
theatre, intermixed with orange trees, of which 
many specimens, including some varieties, are 
scattered in the walks throughout this part of 
the garden, There are two fine specimens of 
the Palmetto i or thatch palm, at the gate of the 
Amphitheatre, and others are near. 

The ferns, not numerous, grow up among 
porous pieces of rock, which are too small, 
far more so than at Kew. One would wish to 
have these toys banished &om Botamc gardens^ 
or rather to see a garden, in which nature .was 
imitated in the scale^ p& well as in the mode. The 
little lizards were running through the walks^ 

Continuing onwards, and ieiaving the Amphi^; 
t^eatr^ OAtbe icjght, the gronsid rises ca|ndty,: 
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and on passing by the houses of the proiessors» 
you begin to follow a winding path which leads 
to the summit of a small hill by a gentle ascent. 
You proceed amid firs» and cypresses, and 
hedges* intertwined or overhung witli flowers. 
On the top is an open temple of brass, consist* 
ing of eight slender pillars, surmounted by an 
annillary sphere and dial. Formerly a burning 
glass was so arranged, as to set fire to a small 
cannon, when the sun approached to the men* 
dian. On the frieze is inscribed, 

Horas non numero nisi serenas. 

Here I sat frequently in the evenings, enjoy- 
ing the prospect of Paris and the country. 
To the east, beyond the columns of the Barriere 
St. Antoine, the dungeon of Vincennes is con- 
spicuous, amid a rich country, continued on 
both sides of the Seine, and on the south di- 
versified with villages, windmills, and suburbs, 
beyond the domes of Val de Grace and the 
Salpetriere. To the westward, you look around 
on one half of Paris, crowned by the majestic 
dome of the Pantheon, rising up lofty and white 
in a clear sky ; but the view is arrested at the 
black towers of Notre Dame, and from the 
rising of the ground the most interesting parts 
of the city, the palaces, and the Invalids, are 
lost. — A person attends with a telescope to 
afibrd a better view of the more distant objects. 
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Q^V^ the Ug^ trees obstroct thtviesr of the 
g^«^ part of the ^aidea. One of die moit 
caQ^i(»ioit9 objects half xray doim is the great 
Cedar of X^dwuoo^ {Piuu CeiruSi) a meet nuu 
je9tic tree, spreaidting^ out into -Aense amd dadc 
green masses of ii^iage, abov^ whidi are ae^ 
it» .large cones^ -aa i£ Joating. .Before it lost its 
t<^ during the fury of the levohitiofli, it mait 
have nearly equalled the hrasr kiask ineleva** 
tion. But ^atincoi ba^s found their way ewtt 
here, and hours not serene / -^^neu its ev«v 
green foliage, and within the hedge, rises a 
small cdumn of white granite, on a. pedestal of 
white marble; the foliage springs up closely 
arouQd it ; it once supported a bust of Linnsus> 
which the gOYemment should replace in so de« 
lightful and appropriate a situation. 

.The students recline in numbers on the turf, 
or read and write on the seats around* Small 
cottages below offer them refreshments in the 
fi^owing terms in Latin and Frendi : -^ 

Laiterie de la Chaumiere du Jar din des PUmtes. 

Hie post Laborem Quies* 

Hie secura quiesy aer victusque salubris i coUe iuper viridi 
Mint &m teceniia nobisy caseqK moUes^ etpressi ccpia lacti^^ 

T)wy have also coBmf md you may brei^ast 
very w^ ber6 on all these materiak for a fraaaic, 
without any dread ^f the saving clause with re* 
g^d to the eggs* 

V 
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The Menagsbie occiq)i€8 nearly oi^ half of 
the Jar dm des Plantes. On turning to the 
right, after passing the school of Practical Agri- 
culture, a low range of buildings appears, in 
wJiich the fiercer quadrupeds are confined. 
There were thwe, when my Tisit was paid, three 
fine lions, and as many lionesses. One of the 
lions has a dog for his companion, of whom he 
appears fond, smiling at his sport The dog 
keeps barkii^ at the spectators, and the lion, 
retired behind, looks on with the frank and 
mild, yet noble air, for which tbis quadruped is 
remarkable. The dog appears to be proud of 
serving him. 

I saw no tiger. There is a large panther, a very 
fierce bear, a wolf of the Ardennes, hyaenas, 
and a porcupine. Several cells are empty. 

From thence to the Anatomical Cabinet and 
the Amphitheatre, the whole ground is laid out 
in enclosures, and provided with lower or 
higher palisades, as the animals require; the 
surface has a considerable variety, and there is 
an abundance of shade. In the lowest part is a 
pond. 

Five bears, in three low open enclosures, sur- 
rounded by parapets, afford much amusement 
to the spectators in the garden. Being young, 
they are pretty tame, and are easily prevailed 
upon to climb the trunks of trees, which are . 
placed before their dens. 
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Behind them, range ahnost at liberty, the 
tamer quadrupeds, deer, gazelles, the strepsi* 
ceros, the elk, the white goats of Angora, 
several varieties of sheep, &c. Two camels are 
employed to turn the wheel of a forcing pump, 
which raises water to the gardens^ 

The elephant has a large building and a yard 
to himself; he is young and without tusks, but 
bulky and in good health. He amuses himself 
within his enclosure by scattering the dust over 
his body with his tnmk, or by catching the 
articles of food presented to him by his visitors. 
•A Urg^ circular building lately erected con* 
tains at present only a specimen of the Amee 
or Indian Bull. — In enclosures around, the 
tame fowls, peacocks, pheasants, and casso- 
warys, ducks and swans, roam about or resort 
to the piece of water at the bottom. A range 
of wire cases near the lions contains some of 
the smaller birds; the fiercer ones are in 
stronger cages in a long range near the house of 
the keeper. There are there, besides a long 
series of monkeys, macaws, and lorys, many 
specimens of vultures and eagles, some of which 
have most piercing eyes, to which no painter 
could do justice* 

Such ip a general view of the menagerie 
and the most pleasant ideas are called up, on 
walking through these shady enclosures, Stnd 
seeing the antelopes, and wild goats, and. deer# 
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and jfowlst Ume^ and approaching to solicit 
food. 

The Cabinet of Natural History, which is 
the richest collection of the kind in the world, 
occupies the two floors of the great building 
at the end of the garden. There are concen- 
trated those specimend in the three kingdoms of 
nature, which have occupied the attention of 
Tourn^fort, Buffi)n, Lac6p6de, HaUy, and other 
illustrious men. 

The building is plain, without decorations^ 
and though nearly four hundred feet in length, 
is still too small. On the first floor we find the 
Library^ which consists almost entirely of 
wt^rks on Natural History. In this respect, 
however, it is far excelled by the magnificent 
collection of Sir Joseph Banks, in Soho Square, 
who has omitted no opportunity, during a long 
and valuable life, of purchasing every good or 
curious work on the sciences to which he is so 
warmly attached. — But many of the rarest 
works on plants are to be fotmd here, as the 
Hortus Malabarictc^,^ the Writings of Phimier 
jKtid Ventenat, &c. The herbals of Toumefort 
are also deposited here, and they are in good 
order. In the middle of the room, are tables 
for reading ; at the upper end is a pair of 
globes, four feet in diameter, engraved by Coro- 
nelii of Venice in 1693. «-«-A few prints and 
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drawings of plants, and the new mineralogical 
tables of M. Lucas, are suspended against tht 
book cases. 

Near the door is the statue of Buffon, in white 
marble and with a simple drapery. It bears on 
its piedestal the well known and very improper 
inscription : — 

Majestati Naturspar Ingenium. 

Hiis is but a sKght ebullition of French flattery, 
and that too not very well applied. No one 
has described animals with such eloquence and 
beauty of colouring as Buffon ; but in exactness 
he yields to the Swedish Sage, and system he 
constantly despised. Buffon's successors have 
seen his errors, and avoided them. Besides, 
how ill does this inscription agree with his 
theory of the £)arth, now forgotten, and his 
organic molecukSy on which he attempted to 
raise a system of materialism. 

The Minerals and Geological collection are 
contained in a suite of five rooms, or rather 
halls. — There is little to boast in their arrange^ 
ment : as is usual in otlier collections, many are 
too high to be easily recognized by the sharpest 
eyes, and others level with the floor, so as to 
require stooping. The arrangement is that of 
Hauy, the celebrated crystaUographer, and is 
the result of forty years^ applicatioa to his 

favorite study • 

U3 
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* Though this collection is rich and numerons, 
yet it appeared to me to have by far too many 
duplicates of common minerals. In the calca- 
reous spar suite, it is rivalled by two private 
cabinets in London ; and in the gems far sur- 
passed by several collections in the same city. 
It is still, however, the largest collection which 
has yet been formed. 

Labels, indicating the order, class, or genus 
appear at the head of each j and when speci- 
mens of a substance or forms of a crystal are 
wanting (as is often the case), the label remains 
to indicate its situation, as in the instance of 
the very rare mineral plomb natif vokanique^ 
The only specimen of native lead is marked 
amorphej and is small and imperfect. 

After one hall of earthy and stony substances, 
and one of ores, a ^hird displays the varieties 
of the larger masses of the globe, as granites, 
porphyries, &c. Soon however all becomes 
confusipn here, from that intermixture of primary 
and secondary rocks which Haiiy patronises 
along with many other opponents of the more 
rigorous and useful distinctions introduced into 
geology, by the celebrated Werner. — In this 
hall are three hundred specimens of French 
marbles, of uniform size. In the other depart- 
ments ar^ all the Qrnamental articles constructed 
, of granites, agates, jaspers, rock-crystals, .fire- 
marbles, lapis lazuli, &c. 
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When we enter the next hall, the fourth in 
order, the mind is suddenly arrested and carried 
back to remote periods of time. Around are 
the bones of the animals which have become 
extinct on our planet, preserved in their origi- 
nal envelopes of stony matter, as they were 
drawn from the soil or elevations of which they 
often form a large or the greater part. With 
these are associated the remains of quadrupeds 
similar to those of our present continents, but 
dug up in countries where many of them are 
now never seen. All are arranged by the 
hands of Cuvier himself, who has placed them 
in that order in which they are described in his 
late work.. 

All parts of the world have contributed to 
this collection. Among other wonders, are the 
fragments of an elephant's tusk, which when 
complete, must have been at least eight feet in 
length. Several cases are filled with the bones 
of the Siberian Mammoth, or Elephant, and 
the American Mammoth, or Mastodonton. 
There is a specimen of the hair of that Mam^ 
moth which was found in 1805, preserved in a 
block of ice on the shore of the Icy Sea, in 
the country of the Tonguses in Siberia: when 
extricated the dogs devoured its flesh, which 
had remained in a state of complete preserva- 
tion for so long a period. After the bones of 

Rhinoceroses, Hippopotami, and Tapirs, come 

u 4 
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those discovered by Cuvier in the plasCer 
qiiarries of Montmartre, and of which he ha» 
constituted several new genera of extinct qua- 
drupeda. 

Few classes of animals exist of which we do 
not find the remains here, dug up from great 
depths, where they had been covered by regular 
series of strata. If the remains of birds are 
not numerous in this case, the same cannot be 
said of the fishes, for you have only to turn 
round to the opposite side, and view five hun- 
dred fish in stone from one hill in Italy, Mount 
Bolca in the Veronese. There part of the 
animal matter has been arrested by the pres* 
sure of the mass, and tinged the marly slate 
which surrounds it. The names attached to 
them are old and cannot now be depended 
on. 

There is employment here for months and 
years ; and enough indeed on which to exercise 
the elicreased knowledge of the philosophers^ 
who shall exist some centuries hence. In the 
last and fifth room we must pass by hurriedly 
all those impressions of ferns dug up from coal 
mines, which shew us the connection of coal 
with the antient forests. Nor can I do morfe 
than notice those fine opalised and jaspery blocka 
of wood, which are perfect opal and jasper at 
one end, and perfect wood at the other. After 
these appear the productions of Vesuvius and 
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Etna, the workmanship of those natural fires 
which never cease operating. The specimens 
collected by Spallanzani and Dolomieau, the 
two best observers of Volcanic countries, are 
here, and it is interesting to connect them with 
the relation of their travels in Naples, Sicily, 
and the Lipari Isles. With these Haiiy has con- 
nected the Basalts collected by St. Fond, and 
all the other clay rocks, which according to his 
opinions indicate a Volcanic origin. 

The Zoological treasures, with the exceptioB 
of the Amphibia and Pisces, which occupy a 
hall on the first floor, are contained in the long 
gallery on the second. They are well lighted 
by semicircular windows in the roof. 

The length of this gallery, and the diversified 
and numerous assemblage of beings which are 
crowded in it, form a pleasing and animated 
coup d'oeil, and the interest heightens, when, 
on the public days, we find it nearly impossible 
to move through the crowd of persons of all 
ranks which fills it. 

Few animals are wanting in the series of 
quadrupeds and birds. Of monkeys alone there 
are at least two hundred specimens, and often 
more of a single family of birds, as of the ge- 
nera MotaciUa and Tana^ra. — To mention here 
a few of the leading objects would be to go fv 
into the field of Zoology. I saw many animals 
for the first time, as the cameleopard brought 



Digitized by 



Google 



298 AP1P&KDIX« 

from Africa by Vaillant, the bison, and the 
lama, and the vicugna of Peru. Many specimen&r 
have been presented by the late Empress Jose-' 
phine. There is a regular arrangement of the 
whole, which adds considerably to their interest 
and value. In different parts of the gallery ap- 
pear busts of Tournefort, Linnaeus, Adanson, 
Daubenton, and Fourcroy. The only paintings 
are two — a lion tearing a goat, and an eagle 
' pouncing on a lamb. 

The invertebral animals are chiefly deposited 
in cases in the middle of the apartments ; the 
insects and shells are neatly displayed below 
glass cases, along with corals, sponges, and 
suites of the eggs of birds. Tliere is here a 
great want of room, and many objects are too 
low to be seen well. — Among the insects, after 
the splendid papilios are glanced at, and the 
sphinxes, one may see a series of the silk-worms, 
with their cocoons, and the caterpillars formed 
of wax so as exactly to resemble the living 
animals. Near them are the gall-nuts, and 
woods pierced or formed by insects. Additions 
illustrating the history and habits of the insect 
are often added, so as to please ; thus the cun- 
ning formko leoy or lion ant, is placed at the 
bottom of its sandy pit, down the sides of which 
insects are crawling, unconscious of their 
danger. 
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The Cabinet d'Anatomie Comparicy or the 
anatomical collection, is contained in a l^fge 
building near the Amphitheatre. Cuvier pre- 
sides here» and by his genius and skill has effected 
wonders in this branch of science, A great 
part of the present collection was formed by 
Daubenton, diuing the period when he was 
associated with Bufibn in describing and dis« 
secting the quadrupeds and birds. Cuvier has 
enlarged it, but wishes to encrease it, so that it 
may contain, not only a complete skeleton of 
every animal, but a complete series of the bones 
of each, separately arranged, to be at all times 
objects of comparison for determining th^ true 
species of animals whose remains are found in 
the fbssile state. Cuvier, who was the first to 
divide animals into vertebral and invertebraU 
has so improved comparative anatomy, as to be 
able to determine, on inspecting any one of 
the principal bones of a quadruped, to what 
peculiar species it belongs. 

I first passed through the rooms where Cuvier 
continues his labours j the walls are covered, as 
in all French cabinets, with wooden and paste- 
board boxes, in which he assorts and names the 
bones which he is constantly receiving. On 
the tables are the preparations on which he is 
immediately employed. 

In the first of the public rooms are the mum- 
mies and skeletons of the human species; among 
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the least pleasing sights. One Egyptian mum- 
my^ disengaged from its coffin and wrappers, 
is dry, dark brown, and with the thighs and 
arms almost exhausted of flesh. There are 
v^ male and female mummies of the Gtmnckes, the 
antient inhabitants of Teneriffe, white and 
distorted. A mummy of the antient Gauls is 
marked as having been found near Riom. — 
The art of making mummies, so far from being 
lost, has been improved by the skill of modem 
anatomists ; and the most perfect one yet seen, 
though at present in 'a neglected state, is that 
one of a lady, prepared by the late Dr. Sheldon, 
and now in the museum of the late John Hunter, 
in Surgeons' Hall, London. An interesting 
. description is given of it in the first volume of 
St. Fond's travels through England and Scot- 
land. 
y Among the skeletons is that of the assassin 
of General Kleber, who held for a short time 
the chief command of the French army in 
Egypt. — An extensive series of human bones 
illustrates the diseases to which they are subject. 
The skeletons which follow and crowd the 
apartments are all clean, and comprehend the 
greater number of quadrupeds. Those of the 
elephant and the rhinoceros present quarries of 
bones ; and a tall man may walk under the belly 
of the cameleopard without stooping. -~ We see 
here, what combinations and forms of bones 
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nature has employed to unite strength with 
activity in the tiger and the lion, or impart 
siviflness to the horse and the antelope. The 
skeletons of birds are not so numerous as those 
of the quadrupeds; there are many of the 
amphibia, and one of a crocodile ; there are also 
many skeletons of fishes. 

The wax preparations of fishes and shell fish 
follow, constructed with the nicest art, and 
displaying the true colours and position of ani- 
mals, which it is impossible to preserve. The 
anatomy of the chiton, for example, is fine. 
Snails in wax are attached to real shells, and 
caterpillars to leaves and branches of trees. 
In one case the anatomy of an egg is displayed 
in twenty four preparations, from the appearance 
of the first speck of life, to the chicken bursting 
from its shell. 

In the last room are the foeti and monsters. 
The wax preparations here are rf the greatest 
beauty, and on a large scale; they embrace 
all parts of the human system, so that one may 
form ideas of anatomy, without the disgust that 
attends dissections. Hie most elegant additions 
are present; a child reclines on a silken couch, 
a lady and child are placed on an ornamented 
sofa, so as to give to this science all the attrac* 
tions of which it is perhaps susceptible. 

In the amphitheatre there is a chemical labo-' 
ratory aind a large lecture rbom» The foUowing 
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was the arrangement of the professors in Au« 
tumn 1814. 

Chemistry is divided into three courses. 
M. Laugier, well known by several accurate 
analyses and memoirs, gives lectures on che- 
mistry in general, tluice a week at nine o'clock 
in the morning. His elocution is easy and 
rapid, and he does not use notes. — Bouillon 
la Grange treats of chemistry applied to Phar-- 
macy, and Vauquelin on the same science ap« 
plied to arts and manufactures. 

Hauy lectured at ten o'clock in the morning 
in the gallery of minerals, on Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays, and Fridays. He was well attended.— 
Des Fontaines had a course of botany and Vege- 
table physiology thrice a week, at seven in the 
morning; and Jessieu, the nephew and suc- 
cessor of the celebrated author of the natural 
method, announced excursions in the fieldd, or 
herborizationSf and appointed his rendezvous 
near one of the barriers at eight o'clock. 

In the extensive provinces of Zoology, St. 
Hilaire had the mammalia and birds, Lac^p^de 
the reptiles and fishes, and Delapiarck the in- 
vertebral animals, in which he engaged to give 
the true principles of a Zoological theory. 
Count Lac^p6de is so unpopular at present 
that the students would not attend him ; he be- 
came in the last winter one of the meanest of . 
the public flatterers of Napoleon, and was the 
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organ of the senate during the last conscription 
which he attempted to raise. M. Dumeril lec- 
tured in his absence. 

The summer courses commence in general 
about the 24th of JMay, and finish in August* 
The opportunities of study and research are 
great j every thing is open j and the whole esta- 
blishment not only presents the most extensive 
assemblage of objects in all the departments of 
natural history, which the world has yet seen 
collected in one place, but is conducted with a 
liberality, and a just attention to the claims of 
all, which gives an encreased interest to every 
part' of its treasures. 



AN ORIGINAL DESCRIPTION OF THB CONSERVATOIRE 
DES ARTS ET METIERS. 

I was admitted frequently to this collection 
which is contained in the extensive buildings 
of the Abbey of Saint Martin, in the street of 
that name. It is open to the public on Sundays 
only. It is one of those institutions where 
there is sufficient room for the exhibition of 
every article. Some idea may be formed of the 
extent and variety of its contents from the fol- 
lowing account of them. 

In the first room, three spinning jennies and 
two carding mills were employed in the manu- 

11 
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facture of cotton-thread, under the direction of 
't *ffew^ ' workmen. There are ^also here, soqie 
spinning wheels. 

■* On entering the second hall/ the great ina- 
chine^br cotton spinning invented by M.^s^u- 
cansoh, strikes the eye ; though its magnitude 
'may glvcf it a complicated appdarance, yet il^ 
plim is rather simple. • But the arrangement of 
the bobbins upon it is such as to render it, Jike 
many other machines of the same artist, im- 
practicablei in the use. The construction of the 
iron chain, which commimicates motion to the 
whole is ingenious ; but it is now common in 
our own manufactures. 

Many other machines of Vaucanson are near ; 
as the mill he contrived for unrolling the 
cocoons of the silk worm ; a loom for weaving 
tapestry paintings on silken stuflfe, 'with a paint- 
ing in progress of execution ; machines for weav- 
ing plain and embroidered stuffs.^ — This inge- 
nious iartist constructed several automatons^ of 
which a flute-player and a chess-player were 
much admired ; but I could not learn what had 
become of them. Vaucanson, at his death, ^e-;; 
queathed upwards of a hundred mach^es to 
the government ' . 

The looms and carding machine^ o^ Hr. 
James Douglas, for which a patent ' 0r:evel 
^invention) was granted by Buonapattetn/iSo7« 
are adapted for woollen stuffi. ' '' ," \ \ 
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In the cum uoimd this room are placed ail 
the shuttles and other subsidiary articles. Thejr 
ocMitain also specimens of French manufacture 
in naik^ toothed wheeU, and many other artides 
of wrought apd cast iron. 

In the next afiartment are some modeb of 
Chateaux, a model of a palace, and one of an 
iron manu&ctwy of Birmingham. 

In the church of the Abbey, which is Altered 
next, are deposited under a lofty roof most of 
the larger machines. The car of one of the 
first balloons is suspended from the top. The 
new hydraulic machines, inv^^ited by M. de 
JkCanoory Dectot, are chiefly intended for the 
raising of water. A large model in brass of 
the Ram of Mon^lfier displays one of the best 
machines ever invented for raising water $ the 
fltructiire of the valve is peculiarly ingenious* 
It is to be seen in action in the vicinily, at 
Now I $. Rue Fastoreile. 

There are also various garden pumps, jets, 
and fire engines, (one by Bramah of London): — 
also various fire ladders, including Regnier's 
ladder for entering the windows of a house on 
,fire» This ladder is very strong, smd from its 
beixig in slides is very portable. It might be 
judded wijli advantage to the fire apparatus used 
in LondoQt where fires are far more frequent 
md dangerous than in Pariat, in tibe houses of 
n^dndty the atone floors and thick walls easily 
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cut' off or iiiQt^ede . the xemiOiniicalMB.iof Ibe 

: The screw iaf:Archiinftifai>, ef.iayrooly feefc.jti 
lengtl^ is also here. Hie modeliel'ta CQichiftir 
oonreying the sick, a mill foi: :gpriiid»ig ithd 
iBDhang the corn at the same time; vaiwus 
milis» plough^ &c^« * . r 

The first objects in the lovver galleiy .am 
i^dattds :oS earthen^-wafe; beer and 4h1 jars, 
onieiUes^ pdts^ water«|u|)es ofstcMiet.&c.*' 
^: The vadety id Afgand hmqia ia vei^ grrat» 
and many ard dtlidjt latroductiiaa. -Scmie am 
adaft^ for fightiiig halls and passages; pne^haa 
a brass reflector bdiS»d the AmiB, of Ib^'fiMm 
of a paraboiib cimoid } several .devate thei^ to 
tH^iburber on^tiie hycboatatic.fNn&cipIe of eoeeb^ 
prfessed columns. o£ air acting on colunns of 
dfl; and.lhe lamp on this construGtioti^ whidb 
has been on 'sale in London .during tho/laMt 
two years, is claimed here as the taventian of 
M. Giraxd of iMaroeiles* in one elegant ape* 
eimen, the di iaxaised by the motion of watshr 
work in the the pedestal, a patent for wfaieh^wii 
granted to €arcel and Careau in->i8oi* ''10^ 
lamps, which have slender ck^cidar <fountain% 
on a level with the flameg and aarviBg li a 
^Mippott to the shade, are at present nrtMitM 
ikshionin IWis; it is <m this plan '^liatx. the 
|;heatrea and the haUsof hotdb and paiacea4ae 
chiefly lighted iqEi. The BseMh «M#l>m^^ 
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and paper. Their glass shades sm^ sometime 
dec^eatedf^^p^res ; amdisuMstftniies oi^wbitev^^^ 

^ "W«9iexrflM4ihe%^ ptdk, ^«t tmj^wed 
i6:th« Jddiridi^td^S^z«i)£^iidv idth "specimeiiM tif 
the parchment ti$ed iti the siei&ab^tBmd&piMifll 
iei'^ (^Simi^in^^^m^i *'^- ' •> •' "^'^^-'^ ^-•": -vt. .' 
/^« An^/4m)^»0fe(%: ftteam-crngmel^ (Mkfhibttttd^ ^#1* 
which machine I may observe, that the?6:;il^'iio 
modd Ha the ^vlcola imllectioti whicb exH]|)its 
tiiose iftiproveMeiitl^ by) \^hich Mr.'Wati>TOad« 
It' so *^0eafiarif ^his' own/ aad contdbutisdr m 
^ssentisilly to theteter^st <^hi0 cottfitiry;< tJ?.* *? 
v^ Hi^^^evr' Knocks. oa^rA. Jullien^ ai^'idMnded to 
preve&t the |ittsngfe of qdle^nt^it ki faiiittlid^ 
ii^doirs/^^itirui c^are .<»^ «a^itit< 

piMwp. ^ tElidie /^arex aim, ibyi tiie ^sime :«rfc8(4 
fiiiindk^pf0vid6dn«itih^li(b^;dad stcp'OMls^ a^ 
ki!iiigefiio«is bMAr»(|0iedi&9i^«fa^ 

niitli]!^ iiany : gai^ coiitaihed/in tb6 Itquo^vt^ 

]^h l^iiuldfa^^^-enildll: putnjpr tOiit; )a ^:00il>* 

• Models x^ ploughs, some of which hwesb^m 
Mnt:ifik]iifl[^^ag«qci^^ $w^i^eiu ' ill .^nqral 
theyli£diatfe ::aiore bobd^ssly: ^vecii^' than > Hat 
iiiiherbfiio^^ liiei^ima^.be at ieart set;{^s^t 
nk^t^fl^imn'tMS^^ mi cut/ 

X a 



Digitized by 



Google 



til^ »»ecg«ifMa% W too maii^^ sdile tti^^ 

Model of the CmOe de Gterrtil^ of PraslieHI 
JM^sfeon, 0^ <wllii& there is a large ^peei^^en 

4iii^ <^ntriyancd8 for moving Saiit in raiiks» 
itiiiidi eopM never answer ; the Scotch thresh*' 
ing miU> fiieaiOM to be entitdy tu^nown ill 
IV&nee. 

V 'The^extetufiye Jefies of maehines tised in the 
ffodttctiott (^ Com and wine, i^ continued 9ii 
ittveral models ^ fanners, wire {tt^esses, and 
diills, moved by wind and water. . 
1 Tlie n^t tables arfe Covered 'Wkh modeb t£ 
ilre pISEces and furnaces. One of the fin^ 6 
the economical kitchen in the H&piM de Slante 
Marie h Net^ve^ at Florence, in which a sinafi 
fee is^mi^oyed toheat teii separafte ?ess^. fit 
hsis bean sOpa'seded or improved fey Count Rum- 
ford, whose indefatigable exertions have done 
touchy in this respectj fbr^ Paris, where the 
^mmnand of diaicaat renders bis contrivinces 
more ecottomi^ ^an in London, where tfait 
fuel cannot be procured but at too heavy ih 
expence^ ••— H-'h. ' ...■■.: .h^ t.. .r ,;.t-:^; 

o Mai»y niDdels of large %iia€!i»^^ diflfei^t 
Mimu&otoittev Hoften n«atl}^^(matii^&l»d'-d^ 
6hlilk^- blricksi &c. ^ Models df i^ehtfeffl^^t- 
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m^ipm ^ QO(^mg food for innmeis m ^ 
march. Improved chimQef*. .tnd i^«ii«ih(t0i% 
Souse ^t9Vi^f ^oilm ixi elegiar ibinM(A> Sj^d^ 
pfim^B£<tm^m 'Iffi|>FC»ved\^a0ke vasto : ^^ ' ^ v^f 
ft After aseeading a x^agilifici^ Mitiir-ca«9i» 3rwi| 

irith fteyerai i|>aftoM$Bts; Th^ % elock plae^d <Mft 

pieqe^oidbaed ^ the bali of tke pmKtolum* • 
After viewing a lai^e model of the celebrMf^ 
aikidiiil^^ali Marli^ whicdi rat8es4:he ^ater tO.the 
flMiuedttcfe of Vrersa^les^. the -4i«9iei oi 4radf» i§ 
eateied nqpoiL ISie prindpah trades asid mraite 
factur6Sy neatly exeeutedua^^iniili^turo to^ tJiil 
fsmdleat details, ' form a most Rasing sene$ of 
models, the value of which is^ieneieas^d % 
Am facing all comtructed to ai $«ale« ^ Each is 
80 contrived >aa to give the'exaektappear ance*^ 
the buildisig iai^ which the jnai)ufaoluri^ is carrkdl 
w^ and.it is opBi^ iniiront toildn»t an^ea^ vie# 
1^ the whole. ; ; . j »^ : ^_ - 

, Jt is thus» foK inftance, tisiat^ta%riek-kflji5,-ji 
lm?wery>.^ai dl^^miU ;hy M^Te^icsr, ire r^«er 
4i^it0d i»' the 'highest perfection.- ^^he^ i^eime- 
meot of niti«,>iram its rou^ stftte in the niti^ 
bed, to the packing of the pure salt io^casks. 
l^f;ppwdestmiU.tpftestt«it^ s^ thtf-zprogesslil of 
.^taiQfiifgi drying^ {« aod griUkula^i^oth^^^^ 
||i9)l«fiii^|t/of TOodcam JlThe 9M«uf{f«[|l^ 

afi k<>»cj»weiifaef«svffrt 

X 3 
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p(P9^etk iDOrthbm. .bk-zbbthit, tk6 ^Sar Utm'th 
^ed outiiatb ^e^^ 6t ciitiiiTte^ fads/^^^^ 
piumber. nu^r ^ew the /IbtjaeLtion trif shebt ^iMul^ 
jtt ope -inoikl by Tflltew m maAnij^hy 

mfiiiog and pouring oQtlfte'merta} over; iKfi^iiii 
^dnied. platie.: Jn^ fhe new x!6sd^iy Mfp^ta^kas 

it is th^ ^]^siB6n'.of[AechefB^^ 

«f M. WoQiferto.diatUIatidifr oiirthe lktrge*A»liiw 

^mxp^n o£: feuf V dt ' 'five squarfei feet^^ «i^4r5rsfiiy* 
^e^tuid glasis in ininiiatare'4 add of l^'iriiiie 
tosee-iare seen: ihe joianii&cfefilry/ itff dqi»d>i«t«^ 
lifeibt of lead buHete and ^loty'M a briie-lUh]^ tibe 
jR^uitders m annd aiid'cUj'lvUlirtbjGM*^^^^ 
'Tieady. -ThepkTtteiyy /tiiei^ 
wwQ, aodtbatiofporceldiniivli/scnmitf^fvri^ 
sli0p9 ; the , cttMhuet .' mdcer|'< wii^i UsM.benehesj 
saws and glue pote $ and the blacksnddu^ti^iUi 
fXl th^ t^l in:H9tder» rcdahi and wator^iready, 
and -the fyatiMie eppAienAy .tikirni&ed>hy;^tol^ 
series of operations* vIp lidds <t6 iine excdfiMW 
atnd rthe iiltei^t <)f . those imodels^nfthkfc ^th^y 
^v^^t the %arMLti^*fniniBtiQ|Qi;vMi^^^ 
^ar^ad-taste iredyi havefkrtro^dedflbithlii^nfU^ 
-n Wpbafthi^Msaaiearatige G^ tabhs^.nfie asn^t^im 
i^MspHeated kitife, ]»«s<mted>t 't(v.oLkH!i^ 
H^ith' hiteri|itionS' tB v#se« ^h He ^Ita^sirif ^«i^ 
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it^hi jiireii^d by Banm Edelac^iite pf SvWf;4ff^ 

by our awjQ A4mitatty« . ^-^ yj. 

, In^aptinningogwards I xecboTied tw^cgxtytttee^ 
^^iie mgihe^f^ se^vEral 3a\^f*mills for wooc^ an^ 
OBfi^ fyc narUe*. .A truck far cai^eya(a§^taixw& 
to a diaUinto wikhoui izijiuy i^agr be supposed to 
]b$2^hemim <^pi<teratum;} it ia fidlowed ijy ,at 

Idistia iHUsN^d mq4^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
siibeebliifflwiiffi i^.,g«eatirai'iety,<7f>CBpstamwfMKl 
wrimdiasaea. i : . modds of boats^ some with, at* 
tenqita.to move the osun by wheels ;. and. a ^^ 
ttgn- for^ coach, 1^ bodjr .^f.whichr h^u^ 
iisi^eiickdi by ropes htAmf, the .beam» ji8[ in w 
.da»^r of being overturned* Chipose; houses 
Mid a Cfaint^ pagoda. 

-r /It iMu|4ibe impo^ible^.toe give an aocbipit of 
afi ihe ma^ufiuftures which a9;e^« displayed iV)4^ 
tbe^bead ^f SpecMiemofJFpm^hJniw*^ The 
TttmoBt' fre^om 14^ eiUg^weed ia examimi^ thi3m» 
tthd every aftidie is 'eicpiiped..' w 
' The 6pecimea0 of gtaas «nd' p0rce)aini x^tqyfd 
iMi tabids but ftbey are chiefly of <M mianu^* 
ture^ and * halve bbe& r ^idce* ei^cdyied; Jn r tt^e 
aiimifiietHrfe (tf^ .^fiiie iint-^gU^s^ in. tirhij(}h/ the 
FVeneh ^re^ sd^ ixmg deficient! th&y^-^pi§j^ i 
jfiQw eqiuy^iis i'Abd' in giving tq it dfqgismt f^Kf^ 

X 4 
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I should certsittiyjMt 4^tJte |9 m^-lii^lktfbl 
%^^ir^i^d» of ^<^^ tn jim MsmAiv^k^mii 

shreds of wool^ by Robert* is eidiit^^io «»<idk^ 

TlMis,aitici9 J^ 

afe impriatad oe it, ^qit it itt tooliig^/pricmi tjif 

he4n^ much aise ai . Caiii. Many^ fiikiinesamii 

fiUed iin^<S{»ei9meiis 3^ 

common laxki&^^jaiBdt^^ 

thesG^.<m the n Boiiiisvmrda, is, Mnusmk kijtjbe 

French; ma|m£su:t|ireiiii a. most Hvdj msmmioS 

ta^o^ industry^ and ii^^uol^v Mmi^iyoS 

iheii pap^ars ace ^ surpassed b^imM, hisfc;jybfMts 

are £Kr dheaper* ^r : i: .ro^^u 

This large coUectidn indudc^ jifwnnte^ 
new pnxittng types, by Leg^r, the riqphMr:^d 
successor of. Didot^ These letters we hewiif 
Adjiy &haxp, and tiW i^^ v^dxiirabk* Tllfe siplem 
d^ f(4io.ue4iti^ kmiiay^ 

Didot, jrii^ the b«^ pf^^wttotis^ J^iltottff'li:^ 
or^ £^»sl£y> pre^ei,) as far a% ^(ptjpifeliLdj 
thj^jii^iate^/D^^ tfei@ ^en^ j^t«rj,c 

gijWg. to thehr jtjfpeer go#4. fir<|po^t«|PM::fiSlHk: 
the Ja|«st^e teng jp^ ^affosv^ aft||iwra§t Ibl^ . 
^rounduess of shap« that di$tii;guishes.oui;$. 
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fik)«Kd «f dii» 1^ fof 8ted. ^ 'Ihey Aijic^' 
tybiididty» itid hjW!ii a gwd ^fe<tK» tiarilfeeB. - 

Aftor tpecim^is df sabp?e8» oome the srtiSdiil^ 
kgs ^rid^JUttOii^i Mrhir nmc^ prapi^iety; artffeial 
e}fi0i»amiti^^Ml^tvttriet7« — • - 

Ihme ate l|eie« aift6 seiwfal atoddi^ fhksttes,* 
afi tiie iliichine^'^ftnd jAk : flUkndfiictures < tif 
IgwHoSy n^liming^ wheels, q)edsiieiis cS' earded ' 
cotton, ia t series ipf bottles, to illustarate the 
ptegrtes of ^ iiMiirfkctiite in Ff^ 

J^eotDa^ ^w giveti of fiois of mother df 
pettd, «»d of shinJng^lamiBSg of irteei: Mbdds' 
of pu^tts. Modelft ta facilitate the stiidy bf 
pciqptttmB; Eitie bal«n«es^ of bemitiliil Mork- 
manship^^ and the utmost simplidty ofdes^*; 
It woofal af^poar fraoi one of these, oodsthicted 
hf JDineimi that after all the Gctopl&ated coH* 
tnvanpoes for a<:<:urate> weighiiig^^ the( ismif^est 
may^tesQ.constmcted a& to prochs^iihe^Aost 
acpnr^ results^ and wifiiout too great. «4ost 
o#^ tima. The baltece of MJ Deveine has for 
iti'beatt'ia^plam straight liw^jof :Sted[,..6leV«ted 
on ta -eoloiito of bmss^ aod moi^ng on- planes > dT 
ci«ffctal9 4lie':esrtar6imties ftf^;l^€i%ifr 1110m iacrosa 
gMdoated «tf^ of neither ,ci pkm% ^d^r^Bdf 
^iM^ by mieraiituetier iKsrews^r The. acides iure 
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<f£ iia^m, ; tap^iirtadi^fajr Mawt^^ -^if^am 

qijm^mnfikkytlmsft bmt often i3bmi^m»i^d 

d&iate^ywts ia9L«ido«. '. *uiui\ r^u:! i j)v«:i;»,\: 

flusiiiaisiKti^'isi a" i wagt^ificfe ttte rmdi •■ jogpopliefttgd 

German artist. Spedmmlsi of /tlte ifDiti: mii'vmf^f 
i^bMierby'dtabi'iar6i3iid. : Undar ^aas^^casw/am 
exaiir{de6 of liQfamesi^ tturiiad wotkp audi a fnnqp^ 
iiobiiof itbees^eiBSfwithin^^^heles^ ii^. rShviift 

figures of IVederic the Gveat; on' bocM^k* 
B[>rtsd)le bammet^r.'i ^ ^J[^0audst<Mle^'l^b«amn^ a 
iNteight of a lmiidi»du'pou])dB.« : A hivgt closk 
mihpam orgto^^^rtlia^d^ and^Ik^viiig (9^:'gliii$ 
spfaei^ at:top^kiiurk«d!wit^ tfaei coniM;^latMfnf 
Mdl-a^i^maU orKryitbovingim l^odilftre^i « : u 
- f Sneh t» ar viewof tho(priiiidpal^«|id0ft)iib^^ 
Omsefvatoire <fe» ilsriis l^ iftfWiiprs;) an mnlni^e 
f epofiitory. : IVit^tv^silyi^mgg&s^ 
marks, idtbison«;oifh»4iichrI dbill^^^^^ 

Bliti»^ind ttieir-^g^its 1ttit«Ui(^^4»Mn<h «£<^ 
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but thejT have cbaie Htitle or 4U>tlHi%' Ibisttiift 

cepMse «fiitha«: «iiiit^^st^astnNi ^((ti<illi it nbMild 
l^:tke !mAM vmyi JsiedinilistitO' Mtain,- >as <tiif 
hiiflkst «xlsiil|inic«lof his Mrt, afid thb {>]k)ade«lf 

isMiarkfr.'wiU; I iJiiidE, Iw iqipiweiitf fii»ii-i tii« 
kn^fWKttiMidbf .unnutneraUb aa/tidei- in' •Hi&'Coh" 
servatoiy. • - 

i ^ondmit dossi not es^^t'^at prateflt itiliy ool» 
lettim vNchft^pnwohds in^dxteiit cr Ittter^t^ V6 
the OiMiaetAriiteor^h, ' Hie Sodietjr of lArts pMMsessd^' 
indbed,-ia> cmsideiible 'cdkc<|kn» iof < nlbti^b}' 
on' NKrliicb' their 'p#6iiii^iHs>iMive been betltoHire^' 
and iJM^Mipf^ in<'hwti^ «this c^pcnttiiiiitf dP 
ada»tmrlec^;ui^ the' ^ha^ {Old ^ciU^g' mltmi^ 
ktttt^Bdi Dbdtor Taytor,' thei«6<!^6ta^« exphlitfir 
enrery thing that is 'itttetrMtitag^itt' thd> Sdde)^*i[f 
apaoixncaitsi to «r<r«fy ^ntl^iito who wa^ti^^pon 
titegdthdtt^ <unpiK)vi(ki(& ^^^Mh* -aiiy itlii<d<RiJ6'>- 
tittiv 1 Bb»^th« BrHfadi Ciewldfpi^«seii«'- a>'^^^ 
fiir(to/ea|Mbn>«baii> the ^eMh < ifielrd|NjHs,(.%Kd 
i||» a igraniingi «f a^feW' d^*: thify/r-v^e 'ianf 
pikkrkcie hifeUtidtud, >or Hie iSo^ie^f ^iBoHxe' Jt6n£^ 
tidi^ecl^ itoi ituHlte ;tfae' attei^tJ li'^ighi <6e 
taHiSL&i (iit'M it is by cellec^^:^ the itrodticfifiiis 
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^am wd «(re^ in»dim& tippp. Mdbtck Eti^^ 
gjpinfr md iflt^u^ baw l^e«xi>.ei9ployQ4 ,ne}9^ 
id(W W0# ii)id^i«di^ l^^rtruck out hytiiiQiig^ 
who viewed a coUectioiii which .w(Kil4i)^,wathK 
q^ «,4v;^. w the wjwJdf \ It wi^t.coii(>bine 
i!^L9tevK wA» we or expenwy?, with thi9 moKt 
^;pp^Bim <u:](d. U9^ pDpdu^ which .coiMxibiitei 
t9i,,tjb,e: comfpft^r ior. the n^cesswy. luxuries , o£ 

m^ ,, : :. 

., Ijt "vw^ it qoe time i^^eote^. tfaa£ thi^:, Ri^4 
][QstJ^KtiQQ would /have, fdrm^ ^nd .opeuedr^fii 
tiie ptfhJic a.<:9llec;tiQt) of moddd of 4iwi]4.inik; 
c;l^i)i^ aqd im^j^^ments of trade; hutat has. 
vnevv been doue^ aljthou^ it wo&^one of thev 
c^ief reasoaa assigned fQX the establisbwent of 
tibatiinstitu|ion !by ite fcmndenu 4 f^w arti^dei^ 
ifpj^ys werij procwed^ wl^ch lie «riud.the; ddrkr: 
^ejtt ^d dust of 4ts Apartments* ^ . .. 

^„j^lie^ French. naajwif^ctures , haw been .aft^ 
»it^«B^d i rr- 1WS Jb«ve : cut off w diy,^rt«A 
1^ /;;^)4nni^9 olt' eiwsQuragement ;. xm^.,mQ0f 
tjainty arose from the p4tr!image of theirj^yf^C^* 
i9l|i|t,be^^][}§^iKed <Hf withheld^, .tl^ei^^;'f as. 
9^{a jyaqt of l^uit c?jii^ ^whifiij r^nf^^ef^ ^ 
i^jj^.j^^dt^ e#ct,,aQ .mvsh.i;.a((d jtj^f 
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fStentd erect ^pleri^ iBtod't()fty%tdlffiiig^; # 
gttat exp^nce, iiiM:eBd of 'tetortiugy^^ I&eiis> tt 
what were nsfeful ^d convenient only. ' ^ ^^^ 

These at^, 1 think, l3ie 6hiefi "if not adt t!l^ 
<Jau&es, 'which have prevented' the Fi-endi fifertf 
becoming a gre&t manufacturing nation; TikSM 
are stiJi^ howeverj ' sonie brandies in wMch thejf 
rival, or excel us» i ' ^ - -^^^^^ 

The tapestry of the &obeBiis m^ tiever «t^ 
tempted in England,- but oh dtie occasion ^psit^ 
tiaUy, when ^'failed. 'Hiis' manufectiire-'may 
be viewed by the aid of a ticket from the gene-^ 
ral director of the arts at Paris. I found there 
dh extensive suite of buHdihgs, iia(whfch very 
fittlewas going on, and a small labotatoryv'itf 
idiich some of the fhie colours were prep^ed^ 
ind experiments made on dyeing. The ihatkU 
fkcture itself languishes, and appears to be!^ep# 
up rather as a part of the government stkte 
than on account of its utility* ' Those who hiivfe 
viewed the admirable exhibition of Mfes lin^ 
wood, wiU not see any thiirg mtfch finer in ^hd 
Oobelins. 'The locims have a niucfa greater tfan- 
j^Hdty than one would Tikve expected fntoi isree-^ 
irig results that inquire apparentljr such'compH^ 
cated means; . -" 

'*The manufacture of plate-glasses 'at St^Oo-* 
iBitt is in full action : they are polished m^^Pknsrj' 
and from their cheapness, Si^ei and fexcelleiica^. 
ih &t ttiotB abundant in evt^ry iiouse in PiMe^ 
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I3ian mnUBx mitroTfi «re ^tfa w. -tn p<»rcdfthi> 

a. single glatrce at it I^tisito wtiidpvis si^ffid^ 

to establi^. their pfe-»esDiliexic6i aa ^. as the 

finest china, rich.in gold and painting, is coHi* 

oernedtf-rone sees everywhere brillifuit vases 

decollated Yfitk the &K^t dew^a i and ao^jne of 

the maater-pieces of the ItsJian achpoL are 

copied with spirit on flat paniMfe/or^.di' VSstses 

v^cb we often fdur feet in heights . The :W&r- 

ceiteg.niannfitp.tQiy ha» I doubt not^pfoduoodl 

qiedmeea luhioh rixra) the F/encb, both in ^ 

beaitty df thet ;niati^ria] dud tiie viduitf df liie dei 

eorationsf but th«^?c^iQ»>ess. of-the fWlsttis^ 

efaina aSbws of its being' fteenveyery .^heror It 

must be added^ tibat: on the -inferior ^ndti 4iK 

porcelam Asy are« far behind us; ..thei^ijrtii 

soA^.i badly formed^ and destitute offaK cotti^MI^^ 

In the manufaQture of velv^ts^ ihey.have 1m^ 

cscelled.^ In. cottons they . have made.otfmider^ 

abk >st^ ; but their coarse attides we too^ b^ 

priced^lio comeiinto competilion with<o!Ur^ ; aogl 

in. fine ones, itibay are still almostv/etLtireljf dftf 

fioientf ^.G^y^ji have learned to 0^^<^9ii 

tnsme nea1i»ss and fini^ toth^r&e-eJ'HiavisMHl 

philosc^ldcal ifastf umentSy . and pattieulaffyvikf 

their clocks and time-pieces, whvik 4g0fwm 

ei^^gre^selegMKiey and accomptntecM J^deEii^KT 

^^hfi^ely vaffi^ ^and executed in4»N»fl»9^ lfriof» 

igmk^, mi giit braas. JEk^aixA sbi]^dtoii>dbek&^ 

^fitfe gffidifon pei&diilmn9^; and :i^GPti«ww<d<NA^^ 
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i»o$t of :the^puUic buildua^ in tUs city . > /I ,. 



AN ACCOUNT OF PARISIAN FETES. 

Whea ^fc5. itee ^ven in 'Bwis 'by &e goy^mi 
ment, I soon foandthat I w» by no rtieom to 
tederstand literafUy the deMitptioiid wlneh were 
given of them in the newspapers of thefcdldti^ 
ing day» whcore the most triffing effwis weiti 
Ctxtdled m pdmpous language^ llii^ fSfieof ^ 
ifteeiilh €t Ai^uat was of a religious hikoi^ 
taly> aild thei^dPore the theatres and bails ^ were 
only a little mcore crowded than is usnial on 
c^rdmacy days« The#te of, the 25th had a^Afir 
toQ^t tempoiAl drcumstanees 'milled witii thi 
spifitual* iA plenary indulgence was published 
in the bSk on the doors of the churehed"^ 
ialvoen of artillery were &red cm' the evening' <tf 
the a4th, to ^ announce the commenc^MtSiiitf'ef 
the f(Eto, and the Royal ftniily apjpe^i^ed odtMOie 
bdieony of the Tuileri^s toi* ifeceive the ^€^* 
|ikuses of^ ihe crowd ^ bglowr On the- neUft 
momUi^ the cannon continued to fite'; f^eiife 
was a courts ilt the Tuileries ; and' xA the e^e» 
lug a conceit, to whidi admisdon wa» esitf ^ 
obtained by £»gUsh gentlemen on their 6eA#^g 
t«iiie{p4Me fi^ pickets ;aitd^ theatre^ Wm 
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opm to the piAlic gratis.^ ASbet tmHogii^ 
ordar of ibe mxmbm of the p61w% for ttuaa^ 
nating the fircmt df every house, I esqieetad a 
brillianl diapbiy, b^ was daiap pe iatBcL I re- 
paired afler the cooc^ to tiie Ptmt Eogfoiep u 
^e 9ot whete tl;ie wperiar Wmo^ iimmn dn 
the el^puii b)^£Uii^p whidi lioe the qu^ra 
qtffii^ be viewed fap leidst advaohige ; xbtifr Mit a 
Mght- ei^eved in .the Louvre or VH( the Ti#fc- 
lies and i^ gwc|iW( fiieg^ rfme.osiy gnoed 
the palaces of the I>q»ttfe aiKdtfieiAtts, a«id 
t}^ gutei ol thi^ Muii ^4 holdU Bdfemii^} 
bu^ no greater lustre was throwu^^m tk^wtMn 
of the Seiae byth^e wjiele i}luai3iiatiQn» than 
one sees on t^ Hiaipes, 'Wben.it is viewed §nm 
liie. Adalp^ on a dark evi»ung« A hw boamii 
:ll9Bg with lights appealed before the gates of 
the XiUJ^embmgbt 99d some hotdf^ but in awst 
.of the prmcipal stieeta scaaredy <iQe waa tnlie 
.few* However^ next day every hoi^ initfae 
.otty waa deseiibed in the imiraak as having bmi 
ffliMHtnated frevfi the first to the si|E|h fl^er. oA 
gepd eidmple of thaapeqple ; they d9scrifaaVell» 
■HOd igw&iXA ci tki0 QME^nate andjtfa&eidi^ifiiilaf 
9f Q/^ma : n^OM^ tiney fead^ their. iihonghts .Mail 
tbtor 0W9 vapil^r^ and eafefitefla^F^ta aa^Mnificst 
4illlfifi( the. wtN^ft in, jqHte of als^waDde8iaheea» 
aiMJlibs ili^ «treel»«. I oonld no(tpe*c^vai)«en 
^ oceaswni, a sia|^e.giB3a>laiiip» arm ltij bu i 
IWMilg^ «F one i9Staneet^^ih«#i^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



iwmse^^lUafW^ and provided wllh l^ick %i0kd^ 

iT fbnm ^^ <kil3r' mocie of ifiutitinatioii add{yti|d 

•hem^ eadaHsg as disagr^eiible im-^ew^ ^d 

i kaips in' CkM asd iieiuienfaril' marketgh W 

^ an iv&aity ^glmB'hanp^ ^at^c^d 1d^€leg«&t 

. devioei^ aadisfiaiidii^'^d^h gre^, ciimBox^ ftitd 

tq>^ 'fires, to* which the iigitation of the ak 

: iffimiid cittyftfiflicatefir waving eiB^ct, sudh as 

was often pn^nted fof Ca;fiton*hduse duritt]^ 

tile late rejokings, they do M>t seem to have 

an j coQceptiotf . . ^ 

On Monday liie fi9tb of August, the Kiiig 

weatd in state to dine at the Hotels d$ P^^ 

Iseiviiig accepted the iiwitation of the citjr of 

Paris;} On this occeu^km gt eat prepanriians 

were nmde by the govemHient §sif the celebraf 

ttcsi d[BiStbe, mtd theyn^ptainiylkr elDcelled 

"^tJiose which had been exhibited on &e day of 

St* Louis, but whether the dil^rence arose ftom 

not wishing to hanonr that saint tobf^L^j^y^ 

brirom mk intention, utidoubtecQy ;latidal^ 

-ctf :separating the rdigioos &om tib^idvie &s^ 

fvab, i am not' certain. In tiie inerning da^ 

^tacha»»»ts ^ tiie guards and mSa^Mtf wc^re 

moi^ki^ in^ ▼afious dtnectiDng to tbenr deatin* 

£atiQSa $ >b^ iliid->day/ the quays w€ife erowAM^ 

-uyk -^Imusk laai^ of 4the lower ttdava retifflQi[% 

!fr<Mft tho flftjiimi J^/iii/tf II iaiiaa wifh wtaHi#tiitf 
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3n?1^e Whidi had b^ii scrambled ib^ there; MA 
M^ Ik ¥rem:hmm seldbm shai^k in aiiy plefisure 
m Mthich his ivi&^ami ^hildr^n do not partake^ 
it trairiiottinpieafting to view them sitcifiigddwfi 
to tlie banquet thiu^ prcmded at the do<»^ of diecr 
liotises; a strikiiig <xMb:ast to tile ^oUtarjr tip* 
pUng of the English peasantrjr; I^witiiiKSSed^ 
eiramplesof intoxication^ thougbtht^rd y^rtMSiamy 
enlivening cried of Vwe le Roii which brou^t 
to my req^ilectiottthe stoiy of tkePi»risian, who,^ 
having prociired a chidken as hisr s^hafe of 1^0 
viaifds 'given at the coronation of Buonaparte; 
hpid it- up with an air of extacy, as he paced the 
streetsexcl^inring^ Vive FEmpereurt Hwoienier 
if'is/>^ When these distribntions of food ^0 
c^nridd to any great extent, as they were by the^ 
£niparo(rs of Rome, they vim&t always be rei^ 
garded a6 signs of a despotic gdvemment*^ 

Combats on the Seine took place betweenf 
t»^e and fotsr o^dock; the quays- and gaprd#li 
walks of the> IViit^ies : were crowded to i ^i.^^ 
cess, and, as* itiKifid, tio^ carriages wsece.^dlkywed 
tx^ pass thcoi]^ tilie j^ncipel streets^ Th6 
giteatest / oider pr^rnEaiied ; for though < rbbb^eal 
oMf not un&eqv^eot in Farts, pkkpods:^ts ktm> 
raDd, rjsx^' indeed can scarody^ be ludd ;to^^i9^ 
^Etettntimate imeirmisot^ of so^nst in tfVjfi^> 
ctbltrd: or ooMeetioQ of feoji^ hmwet flfnal^^ 

tecticm^ render their profession extremely pre- 
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carious, and prevent one from ieeling the same 
anxiety about pockets or wsntdies, as when sur- 
roundeld by the London populace. — The sports 
on the. river, between the FontRos^km^ the 
P<mt Louis XVIt comisted in wrestling 
matches, between the individuals of the oppo- 
sing^crews ;« and I soon left thekn, to ¥^alk iathe 
gard^ ioi* the ^ Tuileribes, which was fiHed wdth 
eompasQ^^i . Between four and ^ve^ tweWe or 
fourteen ^^aitiages, each drawn by eight ligbt 
grey hOTaeSj entered tbe court ' of thet palace; 
and'Soon afterwards the royal procession set off 
for the Hotel de Fi^ passing through Buona^ 
piarte's Atch of Triumph, and along the quay 
of the Louvre» The King, on tins /occasion^ 
sat in the coach with his; brother,' aod tiie Duke 
afid Dudiess of Angouleme : he is ^o unwieldy 
from his corpulenoe, and s6 a&ct^ widi weak*- 
oess in his feet, »& to require the support of a 
atasfiTeven in the carriage. There was no want 
of applause on this occaaioift : Pfive le Roi, Vhfs 
M^tdame^ resounded from all pajrts of the: crowd. 
They proceeded aloi^ 1^ quays itp the;i%fti i£r 
V'^i The streets Imd a thin coating . of aaml, 
swl a few taht^cli»ths and wreaths of flowe». 
were suspended from some of the houses Km.th£ 
quays, whichgaive oceasioaio the newspapers 
to say^ thai all th)e bousiBs mk thb iine of thti 
piocmioR were covered with sjdeiidid tapestrjoi. 
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HaTuog gone in the evening to Neuilly, to 
view the bridge there, which is celebrated for 
the flatness of its arches, I returned through 
the banierj down the grand avenue and the 
ElysianFields. Every thing now wore an air of 
joy and splendour. A large star kindled oni the 
Triiunphal Arch at the barrier, was a fine obje(it 
from the avenue below : more than thirty or- 
chestras supplied the dancers around them with 
music; the walks were crowded with stalls of 
toys and refreshments } jugglers, merry-andrews, 
and rope<>dancers had been put in requisition : 
and a blaze of ten thousand lights threw ani- 
mation over the whole. No tree wanted its 
lamp, and single and double rows of them were 
hung between all the trees in the principal 
avenues, the leaves of which shone with soft 
and pleasing tints of green. On passing the 
place of Louis XV., a splendid appearance was 
exhibited by the palace of the deputies, the 
portico of which, together with its flight of 
steps, was decorated with, rows pf lights, which 
brought forth the beauty of its fine architecture, 
and softened it by the yellow hue of their flames. 
Of the two elegant buildings, opposite, only one 
was illuminated. In the garden' of the Tui- 
leries the jets threw up their streams amid the 
blaze of lampions, arranged in triangul^ or 
f yramidal formsf. TVherever the eye turned, the 
illuminated foliage of ttie trees^ -the, water iall- 
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ing, and the fa9ade of the palace, produced a, 
degree of enchantment, which would have been 
complete^ had theTuileries itself been lights 
up; but in it or the Louvre no lamps apr 
peared. As I went onwards, along the quays^ 

, towards the Hotel de Fille, the palaces an4 
hotels diminished in splendour ; a single row of . 
lamps only encircled the top of the towers of 
Notre Dame; but the Place de Greve was 
adorned with triumphal arches, which with the 
front of the hotel were hung with small Ian* 
terns of glass. On penetratipg into the sur- 
rounding streets, few or no lights appeared^ 
nor were any transparen(?ies exhibited, such as 
London abounds with on similar occasions, the 
illumination being almost entirely confined to 
the edifices of the government. A little before ^ 
ten, the King left the Hoi^l de VtUe to return 
to the palace, escorted by long trains of cavdry, 
and passing along the quays which were lined 
with troops. The procession had a fine effect 
by torch-light, as it entered by the eastern fa9ade 
of the Louvre, through the gjates of decorated 
brass, and sculptured arches. 

When the King reache4 the ' Tuileriesi, a 
rocket was sent up as the signal for the fire* 
works on the Pont Louis XVI. to commence* 

/They began immediately; rackets and bombs 
ascended in quick succession } wheels revoivedt 
ofiering a variety of changes ; a row of geirbes, 

Y 3 
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arranged on the par'^oet, threw their sparlcs into 
the Seine, and produced the exact resemblance 
of a cataract of fire, roUing down its waves 
in succession; a temple in the centre of the' 
bridge shone out with the motto A la Concorde ; 
and the expansion of a large flight of rockets 
and the noise of an artificial volcano, completed 
the scene. The whole was finished in a quarter 
of an hour; and the crowd was jusl beginning 
to move away, when Garnerin rose up slowly 
from the eastern side of the city, in a balloon* 
A circle of bright flames burnt around his car, 
which were soon extinguished ; but he continued 
to be visible for some time by the light of the 
full moon. The crowd immediately separated 
and returned to their homes ; arid by eleven the 
streets of Paris were as deserted as they always . 
are at that hour. 

Though this fete might have satisfied the 
Parisians, yet these amusements are so frequent 
that they are jaded with them, and their huzzas 
become far fainter than ours. Were it possible 
for the government to discourage them gradu- 
ally, or discontinue a part of them, it would be 
a wise and prudent measure. At present they 
expect two or three in the month ; and the 
poorest persons appear to forget their own 
misery in the grandeur of these spectacles. 
So it has always been the case with them. If 
their king or their emperor is well Ipdged, if 
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his palaces are more superb, and his state 
greater than those of any other European ' 
sovereign, they are satisfied, aiid are cdtttetit 
with their own hovels, their stair-cases common 
to every thing, and their streets, where they may 
be run down by the first carriage. In what 
raptures do they speak of thie gilding of the 
royal apartments, or the splendour of tbe gardens 
of the Tuileries! How well Buonaparte un- 
derstood their character, and despised them, ap^ 
peared from many circumstances in his conduct 
and his speeches. He observed towards them 
the same regimen which Louis Xi V. had done ; 
and as that monarch^ gave orders for brighter 
illuminations the more severe the defeats 
which his arms received from Marlborough, so 
Buonaparte kept up the Parisians at a full state 
of excitement. If a victory had been gained 
in Austria or Russia, the news were kept back 
by the government for two or three days, and 
unfavourable reports spread in the mean time, 
that the truth might burst upon them with 
greater eclat, from the effect of the contrast. 
Nor did fetes ever intermit, since the events 
of Moscow and Leipsic^ but on the contrary, 
encreased in splendour. The foolish Parisians 
begin already to complain* of* the want^ of the 
roar of cannon which announced his viietories; ' 
they lament the rich trappings and equipages* , 
of his dukes and counts, and the discon- 
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tinusmce of his iwwews kirthe court -of the 
Tuileri^^ and tiiey are no longer fed with- 
the compliments he paid them» m tiie caj^aiqf^ 
the great nation^ and (if fo grand pensee, as 
they term it, had been completed) of the 
civilized world. .The capital of the world! 
Whatever superiority) may * arise-^o\ Paris from' 
its possessing the chief woidfis losf scu^tureand 
paintii^, and from the maghificeiEKt extent of 
some of its buildings^ Ixtde^glory can accrue' *to 
its inhabitants. .As. they : rattled: their. own >' 
chains over , the heads of* the : neaghboiii^ing - 
nations^ - and threatened them with a- slavery 
which . they themselves had not the eotin^ to, 
shake oi^ their Vanity led them to believe that 
they were the best examples of the human race. : 
But the history of no people has ever recorded : 
kuchr an instance of debasement as that which I: 
am about to menti<m. At Rouen and Faris^ I i 
occasionally observed French gentlemen wear*-' 
ing coats of a bright pUce cobur, and many > 
coachmen in the latter dty were also provided ^ 
with them ; the 8ing4;ilarity of the hue prxrnipted' 
me to enquire its name oftener thaa once, and-: 
I always received the same answer -*r it was-^ 
la cotdeur de la c— ^ du Roi de Rome. Thisi 
was the fashionable tint for the last two years^ ^ 
and was sold pubUcly under that: appellation. ^ 
Little can be in^ediately expected fiom a 
people who debase themselves voluiitajrUyiiiar' 
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manner of wlncl^ :as w^H* as of tteiratitx^itM* 
neither antient nor modem times^-^ the records- 
of savage or civilized men^ — have afforded any - 
example* ^ ' . * 

In the same style nearly are they going otf 
at present in their addresses to die Royal" 
family; tiiey strive to outdo the language in 
which they spoke of the destim^ and the prch' 
videnoe of tibe Emperor. Examples may be^ 
found in the late presentation to the king bf 
two of the teeth of Heniy IV. j and in the 
request transmitted to the Duchess of Anjgott* '. 
leme by the city of Nismes^ that she would be 
pleased to give a son to liie French, in whieh 
case the said city will present a silver image of* 
the weight of the expected in&ntt as an offering 
to the Virgin. But though many persohs in- 
France, indeed I believe the greater numb^^ ' 
laugh at all the^e as much as Englishmen can 
do, yet how many of its miseries does France * 
owe to this union of politics with religion ? 
Louis XVjIL speajcs in his proclamations of^ 
the piety which never ceased to animate his 
jtncestprs Louis XIV. and XV. If ybu' look 
into any of the sermons preached before 
Louis XV. and Louis XVI. and his queen, you 
may observe how, in language which it is al- 
most improper to repeat, adulation poisons ^ 
the fountam of truth, and insutts that eternal 
Being whcnn tfaey dared to invoke. In fin^ 
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you will sec how the worship of their God became 
subordinate to that of their kings. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE RECEPTION OF THE BOURBONS 
AT THE OPERA. 

I WAS present at the opera on the a3d of 
August, during the first representation of a 
new piece, intended to inculcate sentiments of 
affection and attachment to the Bourbonli» and 
entitled, Pelage^ or The King and the Peaeei 
in! two acts. The story is founded on the re- 
storation of a Spanish sovereign to the throne 
of his ancestors, after a victory over the Moors, 
in the 8th century. The Due de Berri arrived 
before its commencement ; and during the last 
fart of Les Lahoureurs CfUnois he was greeted 
loudly by the house, to which he bowed repeat* 
edly ; and when the curtain fell, the air Henri 
Qt^/Sr^jvas called for and encored. During the 
performance of . Pelage, many sentiments, in- 
tended by the author to be applied to the pre- 
sent change, were applauded, particularly the 
following: 

£lle vient parmi vous d^sarmer la vengeance, 
Legitimer la gloire, ennobler Fesperance, 
Et sous des traits chores, retracer a vos yeux 
. L'image des Tertus dont s'honnorent les cieux. 
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ITiere appeared no want of loudness or en- 
thusiasm in the pit on the occasion. The spec- 
tacle itself was grand, paiticularly in the arti- 
ficial groupings of the dancers, and the termi- 
nating scenery of the second act, which was of 
an ialtegorical na;ture, intended to illustrate the 
union of the French with the Virtues, under the 
shade of the peace just concluded. The alle- 
gory w^ so framed as to present an epitome of 
the Revolution : — Hope came first, rejoicing, 
followed by the Genius of the Arts ; but with 
these Voluptuousness and the Pleasures entwin- 
ed themselves, arid Glory, under the form of a 
girl, crowned with laurels. Soon Folly led on 
troops of Bacchantes to join, and riot and dis* 
orders ensued ; the stage was darkened, and 
the scene dropt amid the noise of thunder. 
Discord arose in front from the lower regions, 
dad in a dress of black and pale blue, waving a 
torch, and followed by Envy and Vengeance 
dashing their poinards around, and dancing 
wildly among a crowd of demons. When the 
tempest calmed, they retired, and Peace arose, 
surrounded by a glory, and waving white 
lilies, with angels hovering round, and a choir 
in the sky behind, singing hymns of joy, and 
dancing in the clouds. Beyond these appeared 
other choirs, and as the whole ascended slowly, 
the words. Five le Roi began to blaze in the 
upper sky} and the curtain dropt amid the 
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thunders- of applause^ which the splendour of 
the spectacle called forth. ^ , 



A BESCEIFTION OF THt PM^CB PP JCOimCT^ ^z\^ 

Theiie is a singular amusement to 1^ ^91 
in Paris ; it is a faint image of the mnphitheatpe 
at Home under the emperors, when hundreds 
of lioas, tygers, elephants, and other animals 
were turned loose into the arena to fight wifih 
one another in the presence of the Eomw 
people. On these occasions each emperor was 
desirous of excelling his predecessor ; and tfius, 
some of the animals that now appear but rarely 
in Europe, were brought to JElome in abiind* 
ance; such as crocodiles and hippppotami of 
the Nile, the one and two homed chinoceros^ 
and the cameleopard from the interior df Afncsu 
Now Paris, the modern Rome, has an exhibi- 
/iion of this kindj but, indeed, " shorn, of its 
« beams." A little beyond the Barrlerc 
St. Martin, on the north side of the city,, there 
is an enclosure fonhed of low edifices, terfafed 
the Place du Combat, where eidxibitions* a^ 
iriven . once or twice a month. . J witiie^sefil "tone 
of these; but it was rather of a tedipiw'wid 
trifling nature. The spectators sat in -ji covered 
gallery, which surrounded a squafje, open to |he 
air above, and of some extent j afouiid'it were 
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tibe dens of some of the more ferociQUS beasts, 
Mch as wolves, &c. ; and on the outside were 
fifty ot sixty dog-kennels, the inhabitants of 
which kept up a constant and loud yelping noise. 
There were many set-to's of dogs, chiefly mas- 
tiffi j'tfiey w^e often destitute of courage. Bull 
dogs of the pure English breed, they had none. 
T mean that species which has a globular head, 
Tand never barks, but only emits £^ low snarl ; all y 
those exhibited here could bark. To these suc- 
ceeded the baiting of a wolf, from the Ardennes 5 
next bullf baiting; and then a combat between 
a T>ull and a bear. A hog chaced round the 
arena by dogs appeared to afford some amuse- 
ment j but a Spanish jack-ass defended him- 
self successfully against the attacks of half a v 
dozen masti&. He wisely retreated into a 
corner of the square, in which he stedfastly 
remained, and by the quickness of the blows 
which he administered on all sides, soon com- 
pielled his opponents to desist. The whole 
concluded with some ludicrous and trifling 
icenes^ of forcing a bear to climb to the top of 
a pole, and then annoying him with fire-works, 
'[ fixed to a circular frame of wood made to hoist 
up until it nearly came in contact with the ani- 
mal's body. These being set fire to, the whiz- 
jdng noise and explosions^ produced such ter- 
ror in Brain, that, afraid to jump at once from 
ilia elevated situation, he durst not tempt the 
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fiery circle beneath him by. sliding, down, ijhe 
pole, and thus his odd and. ckimsy, npiotiQnSf 
afforded much merriment to the Papisiitn^*, ' 

Such exhibitions as thia must, always be. cour 
sidered as tormenting animals tQ 90 pijkqK>si^ 
but that of curiosity. They are »pt evea justi? 
fiable as to animals which are in their {»naturb 
qruel and enemies to man : all that can be.sai^ 
for them i^, that it is useful to kjiow the mio4^ 
in which some animals exert their .^.treqgth^ 
and the powers of that sagacity and i^tinct 
with which nature has furnished them. .. 



OtHOIKAL DESCRIPTION OF THE CATACOMB^; 



To. descend into these sepulchres, to canry 
life and language, and the realities of existence 
into these dark abodes, to pass through the re;- 
mains of millions of beings of our .own kind^ 
presents a. scene of the deepest intei^st^ and 
one which arrests and improves the mind. 

. The catacombs of Paris are^ probably:, iba 
largest in the world* excelling, in extent tbme 
of Borne, .Naples* and Malta. Even those >$€ 
Thebes, interesting as they are f^m tbBmf(9mtty 
ing9, and their . connection^ with a jM^Qple:^89.; 
learned und civilized as the anci^i^ J^pypt^fnis^, 
must yield, to those of Paris, as far>sJthe imr,, 
mense mass .of mortal remaina ^y. ia^^cowU 
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dered. The latter overwhelm the mind, and 
chain it down to peculiar trains of thought. 

Proceedii^ by the Observatory to the southern 
extremity . of the city, I reached the Barrier 
d^JBirfer, behind the buildings of which a stair- 
case, descending through a circular well, con- 
ducts to the catacombs. The conductor exa- 
mined the billets of admission*, withoiit which 
no persQn is allowed by the government to visit 
these subterraneous passages. We went down 
seventeen steps, and stopt at a landing-place, 
where, each of the company was furnished with 
a wax^light* Hence we descended seventy 
steps forming altogether a depth of fifty-four 
French feet, or 17,5356 metres* Imm^eidi^tely 
on reaching the bottom, we began to traverse 
a long and winding passage or gallery, cut out 
erf the rock, perfectly dry, white, and clean. 
Oar course was guided by a black line traced 
on the roof; many passages led off on all sides, 
several of which were filled up to prevent acci- 
dents. The excavations extend beneath the 
"v^ole of the southern half of Paris, and under 
a-small part 6f the northern division: across the 
Seine. - They are the quarries^ whence the city 
was built ; the stone is a soft calcareous agre- 
gute or ioBili crowded with organic reniains, 
of iMbldisbeBs form theprindipal part. Notices 
appesfiting on the walls indicated: the directiotr 
of our^o^tei by tiiat of the aqueduct otAxCoM 

5 
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above. I soon boc^ne dilljiii^tUi long g«Stty, 
which was. itoo amrow toi«ikW)of#/aiDm ilhan 
one passing abrea0t»> anc); war :g«ienltf' ttot 
higher, in liie oocfithan suoor iMBn^BML <In 
some parts stalaotitical c<MiGMtioM.flKudbd|.«li4 
gave a glittering lustre to ibe waHii. ^ ^^ J (^' 

After proceedii^ onwards jfor half;iil odle, 
we reached a place where the side waibter* 
minated/ and many low pillars of stoder left by 
the workmen, disclosed passages<in emi^ d]»c» 
tion. 3oon after we arrived at a do«Qr which 
was unlocked^ and conducted lis to tfcepn^er 
enclosure of the bones. We passed- ot^Atiid 
long avenues of bones, which are, empki^ed to 
form linings to the walls, and Occasionally 
came to chambers with neat porticos, higher 
in the roof, and containing elegantly plain sar* 
cophagi, small altaxs, vases, and inscriptions. 
These chambers, as well as the galleries con- 
necting them, were lined from, the rodf to the 
floor with bones. In front, the bones of the 
arms and thighs were closely^ laid with the& 
ends projecting : and rows of skulb continued 
uninterruptedly in long horizontal lines, ai tqoal 
distances between tiiem ; behind, the odier 
bonai were placed to a cohsiderabte depth* 
There was no sensible smell; and die bones 
preserve their dark hues, contrasting strongly 
with the white stone of the floor, and the roof; 
The sight was s^lancholy in the eltreme^ in 
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mhtl^reac (imetion tlie eye ttimed, it rested on 
illBaev iowl dP MXk. I imi pMring ainid the 
len^iiw of fraw thw thre« n^litms of human 
beiagK idettly' pQed, vitlioat distinction of 

>«ic^ lir poor^ ftieaid or eMmy, bad c^ good. 
Wtththe bd^iii^ tkeinoifcmdartxtietiUe psrt 
ihe kuttaa fittme^ the imnil is accustomed^ from 

natdanl iasocii<iDns> to cornieet irtroi^ef ideas 
flfidealK^ than witib the more peridiable part ; 
jmd lienoe liimiglits of hope^ immottality, and / 

' fiidKmflBi ante* These are nourished imd in- 
4gftW(w i by the laacfiptionisi around^ many of 
;9diidi SM qiproi»&rt»* 

i fiaal unda dfai aestti fluenint. 
SHense «|K»» mortdhsi 
Vatnai graod^uEs tOeace. 
Optuaa qusqoe dies miseris mortalibus am 
' ' Prfma fugit ; gubeunt morbi> triBtisque senectUB 
El MbcfTy et dune raptt inclementia mortis. 

Fdix qui potatt reHim eognoecere caatss, te. 

, . yifl* id- 

. I Mlmired the ddicaey displayed in the^part- 

.mei^tajppiopir^^ to the remains of the ilffibr- 

, t^qate victima of oale ipf the most accursed 

^ scenes. of the llevolution. Tb^ bones are 

jC^jope^tod irom view behind a wall, which is 

.7.'.. ...r , p. M. • , ■ -. 

i^ ''■' "" :■ n. et III. , , / 

.' . .. •- • MDCCXCII. • - 
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Another tablet, 

Ici sont inhumes 
LXXXVII. metres cubes 
D'ossemens recueillis 
Dans le cemetrie des Innocents 
'Du 19 Janvier au 19 Mars, 181 1. 

recalls the history of this immense deposit of 
mortal remains. The cemeteries situated mihin 
the walls of Fans, those of the Innocents, St. 
Betioit, &c. having become miwholesome £rom 
the accumulatiGn of dead, all the bones which 
they contained were removed to the catacombs 
between the year 17 86 and the present time. 
This transportation, carried on by the various 
governments of the country, still continues. 
The present burying grounds are beyond the 
walls, in retired situations, and the scites of 
the old ones have been occupied as markets or 
squares. 

The idea of measuring human remains by 
€ubtc metres is somewhat revolting. But far . 
more so are those inscriptions which doubt ^r 
deny the immortality of the soul, and exclude 
the hopes afibrded by nature and religion : 

Omne consummatum est. 

Tout est consomme. 

Quseris quo jaceas post obitum -— loco quo non 

fata jacent. 

Seneca. 
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Ortus cuACta suos repetunti matremque requirunt, 
£t redit ad nihilum quod nihil ante fuit. 

These were interaiingled with better hopes : 

Ossa arida, audite verbum Dei. 

Hie ultra metas requiescant, beatam spem 

expectantes. 

£(<^ioe ahall rise to everlasting life> some to $hame and 

contempt. 

The respect due to the remams of the dead 
is inculcated from Homer, 

Nefas est mortuis iosultare. 

Nothing could be more gloomy to the mind, 
or more unsuitable to the nature of the place, ^ 
than this confusion of creeds. If hope leaves > 
us, we are of all beings the most miserable ; 
and the doubts and fears of Seneca and Marcus 
Aurelius, and the more daring impieties of 
modem infidfis,' should not be allowed to. usurp 
plao^ ia a Ctpeitimicemet&cy. >, B^i^e too tk^y 
were placed with the sanction pf the govern^ 
ment, as if on purpose to render indecisive^ as 
far as in its power, the hope of that immortality 
which is one of the noblest prerogatives of our 
being. 

In one chamber bones were laid dut in shelves 
on the walls; and in others, small altars of 
thigh bcmes were, surmounted by solitary skulls. 

z 2 
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The minutes k»igthened out as I walked through 
the extended series of passages and aipartments: 
this was not the place where meditation << could 
think down hours to moments/' 

We returned by a similar black line on the 
low rooff and ascended a stair similair to that 
by which we had entered, but at a considerable 
distance from it. The eye seized with pleasure 
the first beam of light which entered through 
the chink ; the sun was dazzling, and never did 
the creation appear more lovely* After cross* 
ing some fields I, re-entered the city by the 
Barrierede la Sante, and pursued my w^y by the 
solitary Boulevard to the Jardin des Flaxites. 



LETTER FROM PARIS, PUBLISH^ IN THE EKOlISH 
NEWSPAPERS. 

The following extract of a letter written 
fiom Paris, and inserted in some of our public 
papers, is understood to be from the pen of an 
Irishman of distinguished abilities and station. 
It may serve to shew tiiat the author of the fore* 
gomg work'is not tongular in the unfavourable 
view he takes of the state of French ma&n^rs 
and priJidplM. It was observed df i«^ that it 
yfTM t« evidently ttie jricture of «tee' ^traffie 
dram^by a masterly but incontiiteiitfa wA^md 
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with an eye miicli more a*tiaictabie» we suspect, 
bythe gau^er andfi>uler objects of notice Hm^ 
% tile sRiber and mcoe tedeeming. It may 
serve, however, as a prc^r set«^ to liie otiier 
extreme, -— anc^ at a due distance between the 
two^ a pfoper idea maybe eDtertained' of tkis^ 
sangidar pecyple, who, for sudi aJei^h dT time 
under King and Emperor, under smooth tyrants 
and rough, have done and chattered to much, 
apparently to so little purpose/^ The tetter, or 
at least such part of it as appeared' in print, 
commences as fcdlows : 

<« I fear war will soon unfidd her tattered 
banners ^n the continent. This poor coumay is: 
in a deplorable state — a ruined noblesse — a 
famished clergy — a state of smothered war 
between the upstarts and the restored — their 
finances most distressed — the military spirit 
divided — the most opposite opinions as to the 
lasting of the present form of things — every 
thing unhinged «^ yet I reaUy sympathize with 
this worried, amiable, and pisrhaps eontemptik}^ 
people ; so fiaU of talent and vice -^ 90 iHvclonKSw 
soine^mstant and prone to chac^ef -—so* feiio- 
ctcms too in their fickleness; abppt six reimJu- 
tiiMUr within twenty years, and ^ freib. u «rer 

^ ^ Thedle sttwge vicu^tuclss of nmk -dim 
UeigUf but they alsa teach wisdom. I n&f^t 
fiound my itiud so copipletely a magie iaiK^«»^ 
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— such a rapid succession of disjointed images 
— the past, the present, the future possibly. 
One ought not to be hasty in taking up bad 
impressions, and I need not say that three 
weeks can give but little room for observation ; 
but from what I do see and learn from others, 
who have seen long and deeply, I have con- 
ceived the worst idea of social Paris. 

" Every thing on the surface is horrible ; 
beastliness, which with us do not exist. They 
actually seem in talk and practice, to culti- 
vate a familiarity with nastiness. In every 
public place they are spitting on your shoes, in 
yoiu: plate, almost in your mouth. Such com- 
munity of secretions is scarcely to be borne ; 
then ihe contrast makes it worse, gaudiness 
more striking by filth ; the splendid palace for 
the ruler, the hovel and the sink for the ruled ; 
the fine box for the despot, the pigeon holes 
for the people ! And it strikes me with sadness 
that the women can be little more than the 
figurantes, receiving a mock reverence merely 
to carry on the drama ; but neither cherished 
nor respected. How vile the feeling and the 
taste that can degrade them from being the 
real directors and mistresses of man, to be the 
mere soubrettes of society, gilded and smart, 
and dexterous and vicious. Even before the 
Revolution, manners were bad enough, but 
many causes since have rubbed off the gilding. 
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The exile of the nobles, the succession of low 
men to power ; and more than all the elevation 
of plebeian soldiers to high rank, promoting, of 
course, their trulls to a station where manners 
and morals were under their influence ; and 
this added to the horrible example set by 
Buonaparte himself in his own interior. Add to 
this, what must have sent down the contagion to 
the still lower orders — the conseription — the 
wretched men, marrying without preference, 
merely to avoid the army, and then running 
into that army to escape their ill chosen partners. 
All these causes must have conspired to make a 
frightful carnage in manners and morals too. 
In short, I am persuaded that a single monster 
has done more to demoralize and uncivilize this 
country, than a century can repair." 



THE END. 



Printed by A. Stralian, 
Printen-Sueet, Loitdoii. 
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